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“and his Response to the Critics of Islam in regard to

Kabah
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Abstract

This article! is focused on Muhammad Qasim Nanawtawl’s two important books Hujjar al-
Islam and Qiblah Numa. These books are NanawtawI’s response to Christian missionaries
and Hindu critic of Islam. NanawtawT’s polemics led the. foundation of neo-ilm al-kalam
(neo-Islamic scholastic theology) in South Asia. This article is an effort to trace Nanawtawi’s
corpus in polemics and the dialectics, which he covered in these books. Most of his works
include his critiques and strong arguments against Christian and Hindu critics of Islam.
However, this. article is concise and covers a limited part of Nanawtawi’s dialectical
discussions. This article focuses on a precise response to a Hindu critic of Islam, man’s
merits and his status among all creatures and thus, man’s selection by God as His khalgfah
(vicegerent) on the earth.

1 This article came into the existence during my stay at Yale University’s department of religious studies as a
Visiting Fellow; I am grateful to Prof Dr. Frank Griffel for his support and supervision he provided to me. I
am also grateful to Shaykh Amin Kholwadia, and Dr. Mufti Yasir Nadeem al-Whajidi, these two gentlemen
provided me help in reading the complex texts of Hujjat al-Islam and Qiblah Numa.
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