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told Muhammad Ikbal (1876-1938 [¢.2.]), the poet of
Indian Islam, that his plea for a Muslim state in
north-western India was opposed to their cherished
ideal that Muslims live and work with non-Muslims
in order to realise common ideals of citizenship. In
March 1940, Muhammad ‘Al Djinéh {1876-1948 [4.0.))
put forward the “two-nation” theory to legitimise his
demand for a Muslim homeland. Unlike the university
at ‘Aligarh, which turned into an “arsenal of Muslim
India”, the “two-nation” theory found no supporters
in the jamxa birddari (fraternity).

An institution with a nationalist record could not
escape the fury of the angry mobs that rioted in inde-
pendent India’s capital after the country’s Partition.
The Jamia’s property was looted and destroyed. But
it lived through this experience to provide the heal-
ing touch and was, in' the opinion of Gandhi, “like
an oasis in the Sahara”.

The university, in search of moral and political
support after independence in August 1947, could have

turned into a quasi-religious or quasi-communal insti-
tution, but this did not happen, and the Jamia's his-
toric character has remained unchanged. “I look on
this,” claimed Mudjib, “as a secular school.”

In the mid-1920s, the total enrolment of the schools
and colleges was about eighty, with 25 to 30 teach-
ers. Today, the Jamia is a central university, admin-
istered by an act of Parliament. Over 5,600 students
receive education and training in social, physical and
natural sciences, humanities, education, law, engineer-
ing and mass communication. From a few thousand
rupees in the 1930s, its maintenance budget, in 2000-1,
is approximately 36,11 crores.

Bibliography: Mushirul Hasan, Legacy of a dwm’ed
nation: India’s Muslims since independence, London 1997,
idem, A nationalist conscience: MA. Ansari, the Congress
and the Raj, New Delhi 1987. See also W.C. Smith,
Modern Islam in India, a social analysis, Lahore 1943;
Halide Edib, Inside India, London 1936.

(MusaruL Hasan)

K

ABADU, Masm0Op B. Musammap b, Muhammad
b. ‘Umar (1230-88/1815-71), poet, man of letters
and religious figure, and one of the pre-
cursors of reform in Tunisia.

After having learnt the Kur'in, Arabic language
and the rudiments of fifh, he left the kuttgh or Kur'an
school and plunged into individual readings of the
mystics, and especially, the writings of Ibn al-‘Arabi
(g.2.). Under this influence, he spent his youthful life
as a dervish. At the age of 18, his wanderings took
him as far as Libya, where at M1srata he met a famed
SGff master, the shapkh Muhammad Zafir al-Madant
(d. 1854). In this shapkh’s company, he regained his
desire for study. Three years later, he left him with
the license, idjdza [¢.0.], to transmit his teachings. On
his return to Tunis, he attended the lectures of sev-
eral shaykhs of the Zaytina [g.0.], including Muhammad
Bayram al-Thalith, Ahmad b. Tahir al-Lutayyif and
Muhammad b. Multka. At the same time, he taught
the Zaytina students abridgements of grammar, logic
and rhetoric. One of his masters recommended him
to the ministcr,Sulaymin Kahiya as a tutor for his
sons, The minister’s death in 1838 led him into exile
for a second time, and he went to Istanbul and
remained there till 1842. Accordmg to Ibn Abi Diyaf,
who met him at the dme of a mission to the Sublime
Porte and who led him to return to Tunis, he spent
these years in study and teaching, as he had done at
the Zaytina. One of his biographers, Zayn al-‘Abidin
al-Sanfisi, states that he followed courses in mathe-
matics at the Military College in Istanbul.

Back in Tunis, Kabadii was appointed professor at
the Military Polytechnic School of Bardo, the first
Tunisian to teach thus in this institution, whose direc-
tor and teachers had been till then exclusively Euro-
peans, During the years spent there (1842-53), he
played a decisive role in the education of an élite,
which was to be a spearhead of the reforms achieved
between 1840 and 1875. Amongst his students, who
also became his friends and protectors, was the great
statesman and reformer Khayr al-Din (d. 1889 [g.2.]),

author of the celebrated dkwam al-masilik ft ma‘rifat
ahwal al-mamalik, and the general Husayn (d. 1887),
one of the authors of the ‘ehd al-amin or Fundamental
Pact, who functioned as, infer alia, minister of educa-
tion. and public works. His teaching at the Bardo
School involved only Arabic language and literature,
but he encoura.ged his best students to translate from
French into Arabic manuals and scientific works
that he thought necessary for the formation of an
élite to guide the country along the path of reform

-and modernisation. He checked and corrected the

Arabic versions of certain works and wrote prefaces
for others,

As soon as he demitted his duties at the School,
Kabadit was appointed to the Zaytina, on the recom-
mendation of the Hanaff mufii Bayram al-Rabi‘,
as a teaching shaykh of the first class, retaining this
positdon tll the year of his death in 1871, combin-
ing it with the offices of kg of the Bardo and then
that of MAlikT myfli (from 1868 onwards). These posi-
tions enabled him to retain his influence and even to
enlarge his audience. Whilst teaching rhetoric and
logic, he stimulated the formation of circles at the
Zaythna in which he introduced subjects relevant for
the various disciplines. At the Bardo School, he
encouraged students who had a scientific and tech-
nical education to take an interest in the literature
and history of Arab Muslim civilisation. At the
Zaytiina, he led students seeking a traditional educa-
tion towards the modern sciences and the study of
other civilisations, thus contributing to the forming of
a generation of Zaytina graduates open to the spirit
of reforms which brought a religious legitimisation to
the movement for modernisation by the Bardo-trained
élite he had himself taught. His most notable disci-
ples at the Zaytina were the shaykh Salim Buhadjib
(1828-1924) and Bayram al-Khamis (1839-89). The
first of these was hailed by Muhammad ‘Abduh [4.2]
as one of the minds most open to the reform he and
al-Afghant preached; he later became Makiki mufi and
then ghaykh al-islam, a post previously reserved for

The Encyclopaedia of Islam (New Edition), Suppl. Fasc. 7-8, 2003 Leiden.
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