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from the grave, to find out how his scholarly writing has fared on the internet

over the past decade. Online Islam-bashers have posted articles written by Jeffery
nearly ninety years agd to support their high-decibel diatribes against Islam. At times the
headlines labeling these atticles have little or nothing to do with the attached writings of
Jeffery.* Online Muslim apologists, on the other hand, have with equal vehemence lev-
eled attacks on Jeffery’s writings on the internet.? There is no doubt that much of Jeffery’s
Qur’an scholarship—not very different from certain types of textual and historical-critical
Jewish and Christian scholarly work on biblical materials in his time—is difficult for
devout Muslims to accept, and there is a definite edge to much of Jeffery’s scholarly writ-
ing that betrays some hostility to Islam. But there are Muslims like the late Algerian
scholar, Muhammad Arkoun (d. 2010), who have called for an Istamic scripture scholar-
ship parallel to the scripture scholarship done by Jews and Christians with the Hebrew
Bible and the New Testament.? It may be expected that a new generation of Muslim
scholars will eventually take up the challenge of textual and historical-critical Quranic
studies, although the experience of Nasr Abu Zayd (d. 2010)* at Cairo University in the

! rthur Jeffery, dead since 1959, might be somewhat surprised, if he came back

1990s, together with the current political mood in Egypt and elsewhere in the Islamic
world, does not bode well for such a development. ﬁ ’l Kaom 1

! See “Islam Ts Repackaged Polytheism: Documentation,” available at www bible.ca/islam/library/
Jeffery/historical_mhd.htm. The article that appears under this headline is a 1926 survey by Jeffery of
biographies of Muhammad, to be discussed below, that has nothing to do with the repackaging of
polytheism, although the article is very critical of what can be known historically about Muhammad.

2 ¥or exarnple see Sam Zaatari, “Rebuttal to Arthur Jeffreys’s [sic] book: The foreign VOCZ.WIIELI’Y of the'!; 13 :
Qur'an,” available at www.answering-christianity.com.

3 Muhammad Arkoun, Rethinking Islam: Common Questions, Uncommon Answers, g\;and AL J‘—"‘“‘
Robert D. Lee (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1994), 35-40.

4 See Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, with Esther R. Nelson, Voices of an Exile: Reflections on Islam (Westport,

CT and London: Praeger, 2004). Of interest also is Abu Zayd's Reformation of Islamic Thought:

A Critical Historical Analysis (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2006), esp. 53-59.

" ©2018 Hartford Seminary.
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I. Arthur Jeffery: the Making of a Missionary Scholar

Arthur Jeffery, Australian-born (1892) and a Methodist minister and missionary with
experience in the Solomon Islands and India, brought his extraordinary linguistic abilities
with him from south India to the newly created School of Oriental Studies at the
American University of Cairo in 1921, when he was 29 years of age. Previously he had
pursued academic degrees in Australia (B.A., 1918, M.A,, 1920) and had been rejected
for military service during World War I, apparently on health grounds. He worked for
five years at Madras Christian College in what is now Chennali, the capital of Tamil Nadu
State, India, and it is said that during those five years he mastered several Indian
languages. This work in Chennai was apparently undertaken concomitantly with some
of his studies for degrees at the University of Melbourne; this would possibly account for
the fact that he only received his first degree when he was 26.

It was probably in Cairo that Jeffery developed most of his expertise in Arabic
between 1921 and 1938. He was considered, from the time of his arrival at the newly
founded School of Oriental Studies at the American University, the academic star of that
School, precisely because of his extraordinary linguistic abilities.”> During those years in -
Egypt he also read for a degree in theology (B.Th., Melbourne College of Divinity, 1926)"
and completed the requirements for a Ph.D. (1929) and a D.Litt. (1938) from the
University of Edinburgh. In a 1960 tribute to Jeffery written after his death, John S.
Badeau, a former colleague in Jeffery’s last years at the American University of Cairo,6
mentioned that Jeffery was originally reluctant to'go to Egypt in 1921 because, in Jeffery’s
own estimation, he “was not yet a qualified Arabic scholar and had only a working
knowledge of some half dozen languages.”” Needless to say, Jeffery made up for what-
ever deficiencies once existed in his knowledge of Arabic over the next seventeen years.
Badeau, himself an ordained Presbyterian minister and Arabist, underlines in his posthu-
mous tribute the missionary side of Jeffery’s work in Cairo; it seems mainly to have been
of an academic nature:

\8 As a minister of the Methodist Church, he was devoted to the missionary enter-
prise and exemplified in his own life and interests a deep Christian concern.
His scholarship had a Christian purpose, for he believed that only by painstak-
ing and -exacting study of Islamic materials could the content of that faith be
understood and a Christian contribution be made to those who followed it.2

Aﬂgﬂgwrence R. Murphy, The American University in Cairo: 1919~-1987 (Cairo: American University
DO @Wress 1987), 34. The School of Oriental Studies was principally an Arabic language-learning
‘x enter for missionaries.
6 Badeau was a professor (1936—38), Dean of the Faculty (1938-45) and then President of the American
University of Cairo (1945-53). The Kennedy administration appointed him to be the U.S. ambassador
in Cairo (1961-64); subsequently he was director of the Middle East Institute at Columbia (1964-71),
and, after his retirement, a professorial lecturer at Georgetown (1971-74).
7 John S. Badeau, “Arthur Jeffery-A Tribute,” in The Muslim World 50 (January 1960), 49-51.
8 Badeau, “Arthur Jeffery: A Tribute,” 51.

© 2018 Hartford Seminary. 5 15
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IBN WARRAQ, pseud. Some additionsto A. Jeffery 120222
and 1. Mendelsohn, and some pages fiom the
Samarqand Qur’@n Codex. Fom Koran zum Islam:
Schriften zur frithen Islamgeschichte. Hrsg. Markus
Grof und Karl-Heinz Ohlig. Berlin: Schiler, 2009,
(Indrah, 4), pp. 582-605. Describes various kinds
. of variant readings in the paper leaves which replaced
téxeddamaged parchment folios of the Samargand
odex.” .
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PREFACE

Few works of modern scholarship on the Qur’an have exerted an
influence as enduring as this volume of lexical analysis produced by
a quiet, unassuming Australian philologist. Arthur Jeffery, who was
born in 1892, took his initial university degrees at the University of
Melbourne, also receiving a theological degree from that institution
in 1926. His academic studies were delayed by the first world war,
much of which he spent in India. Unable to assume military service
himself, he accepted teaching responsibilities at Madras Christian
College as an alternate form of engagement that would free others for
active duty. India proved to be fertile ground for someone of Jeffery’s
philological propensities and aptitudes and during his time there he
learned several Indian langnages. o

In 1921 the American University in Cairo recruited Jeffery from
his teaching post in Madras and he joined the faculty of AUC’s newly-
created School of Oriental Studies. He combined his years in Cairo
with study for advanced degrees from the University of Edinburgh,
securing his PhD in 1929 and his DLit in 1938. That latter date is
significant for two other milestones in Jeffery’s life. In 1938 Jeffery
published his Foreign Vocabulary of the Qur’an, a work which he had
printed at the Oriental Institute in Baroda, India, and in the same year
he moved from Cairo to a position at Union Theological Seminary
and Columbia University. At Columbia he chaired the Department of
Near and Middle East Languages, becoming ever more widely known
for his erudition and his contributions to the field of Qur'anic studies. -
Memorials written at the time of Jeffery’s death in 1959 unfailingly
mention both his penetrating intelligence and his utter lack of self-
promotion. They portray a person whose life was dedicated to the deep
linguistic learning and sustained investigation that must underlie any
substantive analysis of the Qur'anic text.!

Jeffery’s Foreign Vocabulary and his parallel project, Materials for
the History of the Text of the Qur'an (Leiden 1937), constitute key,

! Biographical information about Arthur Jeffery has been drawn from “Arthur Jeffery—A
Tribute,” The Muslim World 50 (1960): 230-247,
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1 MUSTAFA KUCUKASCI, Sarkiyatci Arthur Jeffery ve Kur'an calismalarinin degerlendiriimesi, Marmara
Universitesi, Yiiksek Lisans, 2002
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Arthur Jeffery ve Kur’an Caligmalar
Uzerine

Mesut OKUMUS
Yrd. Dog.. Dr, Gazi Universitesi Corum [l&hiyat Fakiiltesi

On Arthur Jeffery and His Qur’anic Studies. Arthur Jeffery is a famous
philologist and a minister of the Methodist Church. At the begining of his
carrier, he performed some Biblical studies, but then, most of his works
concentrated on the Islamic sciences, especially the Qur’an and its variant
readings. Collaborating with some German researchers, he tried to collect
all variant readings of the Qur’an in order to publish it as a complete text
with a critical apparatus. However their attemp didn’t succeed. In this
article we described Qur’anic studies of Jeffery and his thoughts on
the Prophet, the Qur’an and the variant readings. Also we summarized
evaluations of some muslim and western scholars about Jeffery’s studies and
thoughts.

Key Words: Orientalism, Jeffery, Qur’an, textual critisism, variant readings

Girig

Bati diinyasinda Isldm dini ve onun en temel kaynaj: olan Kur'dn’a
duyulan ilginin ok eskilere dayandig bilinmektedir. Baz1 aragtirmacilar son
114kt dinin kutsal kitabi olan Kur’an iizerine yapilan ilk oryantalistik
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mektedir. Burada, tarihsel pratikleri ile toplumsal degisimlerle eg zamanli bicimde
dinamizmini koruyabilecek kavramsal ve kurumsal yeterlilige sahip oldugunu kanitla-
van Islam hukukunda, ideolojik oryantalist sdyleme kurban ediligini gdrmekteyiz.

Nitekim, ¢ogunlukla bir hukuki spekillasyon {iriini1 olmayan ve higbir bicimde
teorik ve hipotetik olmayan ilk fetvalann kaynagi, Miisliiman toplumlarn karsilagtikla-
n aktiiel gerceklikler olmustur. Hukuk ekollerinin furG galgmalanna giren fetvalar,
hukuk ekoliiniin doktrinindeki geligim ve deBigimini yansitir. Bdylece fetva, pozitif
hukuku giincelleme ve tadil etmede bir arag olarak ortaya ¢ikmugtir.#? islam hukukun-
da doktriner geligim ve degigimin bag aktorii fetva olmustur. Klasik oryantalist s&y-
lemde fiili gereksinimler ve yargisal uygulamalann firettigi bir hukuk degil, ‘hukuk
bilginlerinin hukuku’ olarak nitelendirilen islam hukuku,® gercekte miiftilerin hukuku
olarak karakterize edilebilir.®

SonNug

Batihi zihin diinyasinin Dogu tasanmi olan oryantalist séylemin temel belirleyi-
cileri, dogal olarak o diigiinsel evrenin sosyal teorileri olmugtur. Sosyal teorilerle or-
yantalist sdylem arasindaki bu diyalektik, klasik oryantalizmin islam hukukuna yakla-
siminda da kendini gdstermektedir. Bati modemitesinin temel karakteristigi olan
diizgizgisel ilerlemeci paradigmanin oryantalist séylem tzerindeki hegemonyasi, Bati
zihin diinyasinun {irettigi kavram ve kurumlann idealize edilmesi ve 'Gteki'nin buna
gore tasanmlanmasini doBurmugtur. Oryantalist caligmalar, bir takim kavramsal
dikotomiler kullanma yontemiyle, negatif deger yikli olan 'oteki’ ile pozitif deger
yiiklii olan ‘berikini’ taimlamayi, daha dogrusu idealize etmeyi amaglamglardir. Bu
zihinsel siirecin kacinilmaz olarak, genelleyici ve indirgemeci bir tutumu sergiliyor
olmasi da dnemsenmemigtir.

Bu tutum, Islam hukukunda can daman olan ictihad etkinliginin itk iki ytzyl-
dan sonra sona erdigini ve hukuk bilginlerinin (milctehidler) kalmadigini ifade eden
yaklagimda kendini gosterir. islam hukukunda temel karakteristiklerinden biri olarak
teori-pratik ikileminin &ne strilmesi de bu tutumun bir gdstergesidir. Yine, Islam
hukukunu hukuk bilginlerinin hukuku olarak goren ve bu hukukun ne fiilf gereksinim-
ler ve ne de yargisal uygulamalardan giktifini &ne siiren tutum da ayni zaafiyetle ma-
luldiir. ‘

Tarihsel siirecte Islam hukuk doktrinleri, toplumsal gereksinimler ve sosyal de-
gisimler kargisinda esnekligini ve dinamizmini saglayacak kendine 6zgii kavramsal ve
kurumsal geligimini ortaya koymugtur. Hukuksal formalizmin agiimasinda yontemsel
bir arag olarak istihsan ve istislah gibi kavramlar yer alirken, islam hukukunda devin-
genliginin bir aract olarak da fetva kurumu varhgin stirdiirmagtr.

Ne yazik ki, klasik oryantalist séylemin Sark tasavvury, Batr’'ya 6zgi olg,ry_,rﬁb’f?;fl’*ff:m
cikliginin ortaya konulmasinin teminine déniik bir gaba olduBu igin, ‘Gteki A6’ negatif N
bir deger yiikleme gerekliligini dogurmugtur. Bu temel yarg: Gizerine

kdrilan tasawur
da kagimimaz bigimde akademik diriistliikle bagdagmayan oznelliki& malul olmugtur..~ © I
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KUR'AN’DA YABANCI KELIMELER
MESELESINE
ORYANTALIST BIiR YAKLASIM

Bilal GOKKIR

ARTHUR JEFFERY AND THE FOREIGN VOCABULARY OF THE QUR'AN

Arthur Jeffery (1893-1959), an Anglo-Saxon orientalist, was qalned as a
Methodist priest and worked for Christian mission all his life. The Foreign Vocabu-
lary of The Qur'an, was his PhD thesis submitted to the University of Edinburgh
(1929) and later published In 1938 (Baroda). In h}s book, Jeffery listed 325 \{vords
of the Qur'an as foreign. The most influential foreign langugqe on thg Qur'anic vo-
cabulary, for him , was Aramalc-Syriac, the language of Christian religious literature
at the time of the Prophet and, he claims, of the Jews of Madina. Hz‘e.seemed to
have approached the issue with some religious and linguistic presuppositions.

Giris -

./4rthur Jeffery'nin The Foreign Vocabulary of The Qur'an (Baroda 1938) adh eseri
yaymlandigi tarihten itibaren oryantalist literatir icinde dnemli bir ilgi gdrmiig ve
guniimiize kadar da bu ilgiyi koruyagelmistir. )

Jeffery’nin bu eserine bilhassa islami kavramlann ele alindifi gahgmalard?‘ stk-

' ga atifta pulunulmaktadir. Batih olsun Dogulu olsun, Kur'an'da yabanci kehn}elfer
konusunu igleyen her caligmada bu eserin daima hatin sayilir bir yeri olagelr'm§'tlr.
Jeffery’nin bu eserini referans gbstermeksizin veya ondan destek almaksizin Kur an da
yabanct kelimeler mevzuunu iglemek adeta imkansiz gibidir. Bitiin bunlara ragmen
eserin tahlil ve tenkidinin pek fazla yapildig1 da sdylenemez. .

Biz bu aligmamizda faydal olacag kanaatiyle Jeffery'nin dini ve akademik al‘t
yapis: lizerinde durduktan sonra onun &z konusu eserini elegtirel bir yaklagimla tahlil

etmeye galigacagiz.

* pr., Stileyman Demirel Oniversitesi llahiyat Fakdltesi, bgokkir@hotmail.com
' Omek olarak oryantalistlerce hazirlanan \siam Ansiflopedisine bakildignda
Jeffery'nin eserine sikga yer verildigl goralr.

Kur'an teﬂmlerlnin“ etimolojisinde



ARTHUR JEFFERY - A TRIBUTE

Arthur Jeffery began his service in Cairo in 1921 as a Professor
in the newly-formed School of Oriental Studies (S.0.5.) of the
American University at Cairo. The S5.0.5. had been preceded by and
grew out of the Language Study Center of the American Mission, a
non-academic institution training missionary candidates for service in
Egypt. When the Language Study Center was transformed into the
School of Oriental Studies, the scope of its work was broadened. The
American University at Cairo had been conceived as a “bridge of
understanding,” linking the Muslim world and the West. In the other
faculties of the institution, Egyptian and eastern students would be
introduced to the best in western educational experience. It was the
conviction of the University’s first President (Dr. Charles R. Watson)
that there should also be a faculty in which the westerner would be
introduced to the best in eastern and Islamic culture. To meet this need
the S.0.S. was launched in 19231, becoming one of the four major
departments of the University’s work. While it continued as a center
of practical language study for missionaries, business men and diplo-
mats, its larger objective was to become a center of research in Islamic ]
subjects, where scholars of the Muslim community could meet scholars
of the Christian community within the atmosphere of university life. ;

In the staff of the newly-formed S.0.S. much of the teaching was—
carried by members of the various mission groups operating in Egypt,
chief among them being Dr. Samuel Zwemer, Dr. Earl E. Elder, and
Canon Temple Gairdner. But in addlt*on to such part-fime work the
School needed the services of a competent orientalist with professorial
status. After careful search Dr. Watson selected Arthur Jeffery, a
young scholar then unknown in the circles of Islamic studies. At the
time Mr. Jeffery was teaching at Madras Christian College, in India. It
was typical of his quiet modesty that, when approached by Dr. Watson,
he disclaimed the ability he felt the position offered would require. In
answer to the University’s invitation, Arthur Jeffery wrote that he had
doubts about his own fitness for the position since he ‘“was not yet a qua-
lified Arabic scholar and had only a working knowledge of some half do-
zen languages’” — which he considered insufficient preparation for the
position. Arthur Jeffery never lost this modesty, which was based upon
both true humility of spirit and high regard for the rigorous standards
of scholarship. Even when he became widely recognized as one of the
most brilliant and penetrating students of Islam and headed the Depart-
ment of Near and Middle East Languages at Columbia’ University, he
never put his erudition on display, keeping it for the quiet and exacting
tasks of teaching and research.

Dr. Jeffery’s service in India began durmg the First World War.
Bemg - rejected for military service he found in the Madras Christian

Ccllege an opportumty to relieve British personnel, as as well as render,
ps
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Orientalism on Variant Readings of the
Qur’an: The Case of Arthur Jeffery

Mohammad A. Chaudhary

Arthur Jeffery, an Australian~American orientalist who conduqted
rescarch on various aspects of the Qur'an, was interested in the v;mam
readings of the Qur'an. Among his works, the most cei;brated is his
Materials for the History of the Text of the Qur’an.' Jeffery also con-
iributed a number of articles pertaining to Qur'anic studies to The Muslim
World and other journals. _ .

Along with his invaluable work on biblical studies, hg pursued his
research on the Qur'an while serving in Cairo as the director of the
American Research Center, as a professor of Semitic languages at
Columbia University, and as an adjunct professor at the Union
Theological Seminary.? Besides his studies on variant readings, he wrote
on such topics as foreign vocabulary in the Qur'an and the collecm_an of
Judeo—Christian sources of the Qur'an. He also translated selected sural;s
of the Qur’an and devised a new arrangement to establish "_‘_d’qgglggggl;i_,l_l}
Muhammad's thought.™ In fact, Jeffery belongs to that category of orien-
talists who, in postcolonial times, shifted to textual and pluiolog:cal stud-
ie5and, unlike their predecessors, fiad no Chance to act as advisor to the
colonial masters of Muslim Asia and Africa.’ Many contemporary orien-
talists, such as Bernard Lewis and John 0. Voll, have shifted further to
area studies and Islamic culture.

Sources

Jeffery, whose field of interest is the Qur'an, is fully aware of. wpax_ it
actually means for the Muslims: “It is sometimes said that Christianity
could exist without the New Testament, but Islam Certainly could notexist

—

d Arabic and dean

Muhammad A. Chaudhary is director of the Institute of Islamic Studies an dea
u -

of the Faculty of islamic Studies and Languages at the Bahauddin Zakaria University,
tan, Pakistan.
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without- the Qur'an.” Probably the central and .pivotal position of the

Qur'an in the religious schema of Islam induced and encouraged him to
choose it for life-long study. To establish that “the Qur'an is Muhammad's
book.fand] the impress of his personality is on it from the first word 1o the
lastfhe translated selected siraZis under his own new arrangement and
collected about six thousand variant readings from books dealing with
commentary (rafsir), linguistics (lughah), literature (adab), and reading
styles (gira‘ar). His main source was the Kirab al Masahif of lbn Abi
IEi_viﬁ_d__@_.ﬁlé AH). ot t/[,.,//t'd’

Jeffery cherishes and ijppiaixds the “independent studies” of Bell and
Torry and their application of the principles of “higher criticism"” to the
Qur’an, which led to their reaching the “remarkable” conclusion that
“*Muhammad had been gathering, recasting, and revising in written form
thm?plmuﬂs his Book .. . [but] the Prophet, how-
&ver, died before he had issued the Book."_Following Bell and Torry, he
applies the principles of higher criticism to his textual studies of the
Qur'an and contends that the committee to whom ‘Uthman ibn al ‘Affan
entrusted with making recension produced an official recension that is

" genuinely from the Prophet, with the exception of a very few passages of

doubtful authenticity.

However, he claims, the committee left out quite a bit of material con-
tained in the "metropolitan codices” at the time of ‘Uthman and included
a good deal of material that the Prophet would not have included had he
lived to issue his book®-But he is unable to furnish us with any examples
of information that would fit into the latter category and that are accom-
panied by an authentic chain of transmission (isndd). A large number of
variant reading entries listed in his Marerials lack proper and authentic
chains of transmission, a fact which he himself f€alize{’ He also gives no
evidence to support his contention concerning “the Propher’s fWkwiird-
ness of expression” in the Qur'anl!”Moreover, while listing variant read-
ifgs in his Materials, Jeffery never mentions his source._As for his_.
earliest basic source, Ibn Abi Dawid's Kitab af Masdl,zijilwu
its isnad is weak and that the orthodoxy may not accept it_,'ji.

Primary and Secondary Codices

Jeffery, after having spent many years collecting the variant readings
in order to prepare a critical edition of the Qur'an, began to collaborate in -
1926 with Professor Bergstrasser, who established a Qur'anic Archive in
Munich. After the professor’s death in 1933, he continued his collabora-
tion with the Archive’s new director, Dr. Otto Pretzl. Unfortunately, Preizi
was killed in Sebastopol during World War 11 and the Archive was
destroyed during the Allied bombing campaigns and the subsequent fires.
The gigantic task of publishing his critical edition of the Qur'an could not,
therefore, be realized. Jeffery expresssed his pain and anguish: “It is thus
extremely doubtful if our generation will see the completion of a really



: 237.

Yet, ultimately, he belleves that in Medina it was the

great religion of the Roman empire which most deeply attracted

his attention.l In early Islaa the eternal uncreated Qur'an
takes the place of the christian’s aternmal Son of God or un=

created WOrd.2 The source of much of what Muhapzad borrowed

was greatly from the 0ld Testazent mediated through both

Christians and Jews and ;é assen most clearly 1n the narrative
4aoctions.3 on vocabulary sources 3ell points out that of the
275 forelgn words Jeffery had collected, only 70 were new or
not in previous Arablc use. Of these 35 came from Christian
languages, Syriac and Ethlopic, 25 from Hebrew Jr Jewishe-
Aramaic and the rest (of szall rellglous value) came from

Persian, Greek or unidentified scurces.§

"'g. Arthur Jeffexy {1893=1959)

Jeffory has concentratad on Qur'anic studles, producC=

ing significant works. In The Cur'zn as seristure,” he

1ge1i, orisin, p. 137.

21p1d., pp. 210, 211

35811, Introduc;zlon, pP. 148-163.
4;2;3., pp. B80-8L. ‘

© Sppthur Jeffery, Ihe Gur'an as Scripture {N¥ew York:
Russell F. Moore Company Tncorporated, 1952)
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Orientalism on Variant Readings of the
Qur’an: The Case of Arthur Jeffery
ettt 4

Mohammad A. Chaudhary

Arthur Jeffery, an Australian—American orientalist who conduqed
research on various aspects of the Qur'an, was interested in the vanant
readings of the ‘Qur'an. Among his works, the mos’t cc!;brmcd is his
Materials for the History_ of the Text of the Qur'an. Jeffery also con-
tributed a number of articles pertaining to Qur'anic studies to The Muxtim
World and other journals. . _

Along with his invaluable work on biblical studics, he pursued his
research on the Qur'an while serving in Cairo as the director of the
American Research Center, as a professor of Semitic languages at
Columbia University, and as an adjunct professor at the Union
Theological Seminary.” Besides his studies on variant readings. he wrote
on such topics as foreign vocabulary in the Qur'an and the collection of
Judeo—Christian sources of the Qur'an. He also translated selected sﬁm{zs
of the Qur'an and devised a new arrangement {o establish “developtpem n
Muhammad's thought.™ In fact, Jeffery belongs to that category .ot orien-
talists who, in postcolonial times, shifted to textual and phllologlcal stud-
ies and. unlike their predecessors, had no chance to act as advisor m.the
colonial masters of Muslim Asia and Africa.! Many contemporary orien-
talists. such as Bernard Lewis and John O. Voll, have shifted further to

area studies and Islamic culture.

Sources

Jeffery. whose field of interest is the Qur'an, is fully aware of what it

actually means for the Muslims: “It is sometimes said that Christianity
could exist without the New Testament, but Islam certainly could not exist

Muhammad A. Chaudhary is director of the Institute of Islamic Studies and Arabic and dean |

of the Faculty of Islamic Studies and Languages at the Bahauddin Zakaria University, Mul-
tan, Pakistan. K . -
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without the Quran.™ Probably the central and pivotal position of the
Qur'an in the religious schema of Islam induced and encouraged him to
choose it for life-long study. To establish that “the Qur'an is Muhammad's
book [and] the impress of his personality is on it from the first word to the
Jast,” he translated selected siarahs under his own new arrangement and
collected about six thousand variant readings from books dealing with
commentary (tafsir), linguistics (lughah), literature (adab), and reading
styles (gira‘ar). His main source was the Kirab al Masahif of Tbn Abi
Dawid (d. 316 A1),

Jeffery cherishes and applauds the “independent studies” of Bell and
Torry and their application of the principles of “higher criticism” to the
Qur'an, which led to their reaching the “remarkable” conclusion that
“Muhammad had been gathering, recasting, and revising in written form
the material he planned to issue as his Book . . . [but] the Prophet, how-
ever, died before he had issued the Book.™ Following Bell and Torry, he
applies the principles of higher criticism to his textual studies of the
Qur'an and contends that the committee to whom ‘Uthman ibn al ‘Affan
entrusted with making recension produced an official recension that is
genuinely from the Prophet, with the exception of a very few passages of
doubtful authenticity.

However. he claims. the committee left out quite a bit of material con-
tained in the “metropolitan codices” at the time of ‘Uthman and included
a good deal of material that the Prophet would not have included had he
lived to issue his book." But he is unable to furnish us with any examples
of information that would fit into the latter category and that are accom-
panied by an authentic chain of transmission (isnad). A large number of
variant reading entries listed in his Materials lack proper and authentic
chains of transmission, a fact which he himself realizes.” He also gives no
evidence to support his contention concerning “the Prophet's awkward-
ness of expression” in the Qur'an.” Moreover, while listing variant read-
ings in his Materials, Jeffery never mentions his source. As for his
earliest basic source, Ibn Abi Dawid's Kitab al Masahif, he concedes that
its isnad is weak and that the orthodoxy may not accept it."!

Primary and Secondary Codices

Jeffery, after having spent many years collecting the variant readings
in order to prepare a critical edition of the Qur'an, began to collaborate in
1926 with Professor Bergstrasser, who established a Qur'anic Archive in
Munich. After the professor’s death in 1933, he continued his collabora-
tion with the Archive's new director, Dr. Otto Pretzl. Unfortunately, Pretzl
was killed in Sebastopol during World War II and the Archive was
destroyed during the Allied bombing campaigns and the subsequent fires.
The gigantic task of publishing his critical edition of the Qur'an could not,
therefore, be realized. Jeffery expresssed his pain and anguish: “It is thus
extremely doubtful if our generation will see the completion of a really
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A unique project in connection with this adult literacy program is
the publication of a weekly newspaper designed particularly for the new
literates. Its title is Manar al-Maghrib (Lighthouse of Morocco, Shari®
Tamarah, Rabat). It has eight pages measuring twelve inches by fifteen
and three-quarters. The characters are large and are completely vowelled.
Articles are short and varied, educational in value and touching on those
aspects of daily life that are bound to hold the interest of new readers.
Iustrations enhance its attractiveness, Its sale price is modest. As a
vowelled newspaper it is probably unique in the Arab world. Un-
doubtedly this program will be the means of opening to thousands new
vistas and affording new insights into the wonders and possibilities of
the modern world.

-:Miscellanea The Heads of the various Christian bodies in Cairg

met recently to concert the publication of a life of our Lord for Arab
countries. The Rev. Father Jaques Jomier, O.P. was commissioned to
write it. He has lately visited Jerusalem in connection with the work.
He is wellknown for his publications on current Islamic topics and has
regularly contributed to Melanges de PInstitut Dominicain des Etudes
Orientales aux Caire, notably a research article on the observance of
Ramadan in Cairo.
- In response to the request brought before him by the Hongkong
Muslim workers and officials of the local United Nations Association
during his four-day stay in the crown colony on his way home from a
state visit to Japan, Tengku Abdul Rahman, Prime Minister of the
Federation of Malaya, offered to help resettle most of the estimated
3,000 to 4,000 Chinese Muslim refugeees in Hongkong by opening the
gates of the Federation to them.

The offer made by the Malayan Prime Minister was hailed by Mus-
lim and civic leaders as a “good gesture” of sympathy and friendship.
Commenting on the Tengku’s action, Mr. Ma Man Fei, chairman of the
U.N.A. said, “This is the first step by any government to help Hong-
kong Chinese refugees. If countries of Christian, Buddhist, and other
faiths followed Malaya’s example, the refugee problem in Hongkong
would have an easy solution.”

Readers and friends of this Quarterly have been saddened to learn
of the death, at his summer residence in Nova Scotia, on August 2nd
last, of the Rev. Dr Arthur Jeffery, Professor of Arabic at Columbia
University, New York, a very eminent Quranic scholar and for many
years one of our most valued Associate Editors. His work on the
Foreign Vocabulary of the Qur’an had become a classic in the field
and the fruits of his life work on the Quranic text had been eagerly
awaited. His loss is irreparable in the field of Islamic and oriental
scholarship. Born in Melbourne in 1893, he received his M.A. and B.D.
degrees from the University of his home town and took his Ph. D.
and D. Litt. degrees at the University of Edinburgh. It is hoped in a
later issue of the Quarterly to print 2 more extended summary of his
life and achievement. His passing leaves a great gap in the whole area
of thought and study with which his name had come to be so intimately
and -honourably associated.
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SURVEY OF PERIODICALS

Sue MorLesoN FosTER

I. GENERAL

L’ARABE LITTERAL ET LA LANGUAGE DE HammouRaslL E. Dhq:?qje.
 Mélanges Louis Massignon II, Paris. pp. 7-15. Compares. ancient
literary Arabic with Akkadian form. : PEC TR

DIE ARABISCHEN PAPYRI DES TOPKAPI SARAVI-MUSEUMS IN ISTAN-
BUL. Albert Dietrich. Der Islam, Berlin. October, 1957. pp..37-50.
DIE ARABISCHEN URKUNDEN DES STAATSARCHIVS VON DUBROVNIK
(Racusa). F. Bajraktarevic. Der Islam, Berlin. .October, 1957:: PP
135-141. Describes a collection of 10,000 Turkish and 23 :Arabic
items of the 16th-18th centuries. o n H
BacupaDp To JéTansur. W. O. and M. H, Douglas. The National-Geo:
graphic Magazine, Washington, D. .C. January, 1959, pp.~:j48=82_§
Tllustrated account .of a two months’ trip. ' SRR
CHANT POPULAIRE ET MUSIQUE SAVANTE EN PROCHE ORTENT ARABE.
Simon Jargy. Orient, Paris. 1958, part 2. pp. 107-122. Deaylg,.kfwzth

.y

various types of Arab popular music. e
CONTEMPO}I;ﬁRY COLLECE‘OI:ZS, XVIIL R. J. Hayes. The Book Collec-
tor, London. Autumn, 1958. pp. 253-264. Surveys the Chester Beatty
Library, now in Dublin, which has an outstanding collection of Ara:
bic, Armenian, Persian, Greek, and Indian MSS. I

THE DAWN OF HISTORY IN SOUTHERN PALESTINE. Jean Perrot';;‘Ar‘,
chaeology, New York. March, 1959. pp. 8-15. An illustrated account!
- of diggings and finds (4th millenium B.C.) near Beersh_eba. Dol
ETUDES SUR LE VERBE ARABE. H. Fleisch. Mélanges Louis Massignon
1I, Paris. pp. 153-181. C S
EXCAVATING THE CITY WHICH ALEXANDER THE GREAT'S TROOPS
BESIEGED FOR A MONTH. Sir Mortimer Wheeler. Illus"trated ’Lﬁﬁdgn' ,
News, London. February 7, 1959. pp. 232-235. Describes work and
discoveries in the Mound of Charsada near Peshawar. . B
Heivrica BartH AND THE WESTERN SupaN. R. Mansell Prot_hgrq:'
The Geographical Journal, London. September, .1958. PD- 326-339.
The article commemorates the centenary of the principal explog%t!.o:ns
of Barth (1821-1865), one of the great African pioneers. " ...
IsLamic sTuDIEs IN INDia. A. A. A. Fyzee. Mélanges Louis Massig-
non I1, Paris. pp. 183-214. o S
EIN JAHRHUNDERT MORGENLANDISCHES STUDIEN AN DER MUNCHE-.
NER Universitat. F. Babinger. Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgen-.
lindischen Gesellschaft, Wiesbaden. August, 1958. pp. 241 269.-~_
Covers 1826-1926. it
StrRESS CONTINUITY IN IRANIAN. Eric P. Hamp. Journal of the Amé.
rican Oriental Society, Baltimore. April-June, 1958. pp. 115-118.". &
STUDIEN ZUR GEOGRAPHIE DES ALTEN MESOPOTAMIEN. Margrete Falks:
ner. Archiv fiir Orientforschung, Graz. 1957. pp. 1-37. An elaborate_
study with maps.
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I. HAYATI VE ESERLERI

A. Hayat:

“Arthur Jeffery, somiirgecilik sonrasi déneme ait Avustu-
ralya dogumlu miuistesriklerden birisidir. Avusturalya’nin Mel-
bourne kentinde 1893 yilinda dogmus, ilk ve orta tahsilden
sonra {iniversite egitimini Melbourne Universitesi'nde almistir.
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Diplomas: - (B.A.1918) Master of Arts
(M.A.1920) ve Teoloji Fakiiltesi diplomasi (B.Th.1926) aldiktan
sonra mezun oldugu tiniversitede hizmet vermege baglamistir*.

Birinci Diinya Savasi esnasinda askeri hizmet talebi redde-
dilen Jeffery, Hindistan’da bulunan ve bir misyoner okulu olan
Madras Christian College’de bir siireligine 6dretmen olarak
hizmet verme imkan bulmustur. Ogrencilik yillanindan itibaren
filolojiye ilgi duyan Jeffery, Hindistan’daki hizmeti esnasinda da
Sgretim faaliyetine ilaveten dogu dillerine yonelik lenguistic ve
filolojik ilgisini devam ettirmis, bir ¢ok yerel dil alaninda master

yapma imkam bulmugtur. Hindistan’da bulunan Madras Chris- = ~ 2

tian College’deki hizmeti esnasinda Misi’a davet edilen A.
Jeffery, 1921 yilindan itibaren Kahire’de Amerikan Universi-
tesi'nin yeni kurulan School of Oriental Studies boliimiinde
hizmet vermege baglamugtir.

School of Oriental Studies, énceleri Amerikan misyonuna
misyoner adaylar yetigtiren ve egitimi akademik diizeyde olma-

1 Badeau S. John, Arthur Jeffery-A Tribute, The Muslim World, 50 (1960)
s.50-51
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: Jeffersgn, M. M., born 20th cent., an author who received a M.A. in 1857/58 from Bedford College,
University of London, for The place of Constantinople and the Straits in British foreign policy, 1830-
1902. Sluglett

Ao 000 < ; Jeffery, Arthur; born in 1892, he was educated at the University of Melbourne (B.A., 1918, M.A., 1920,
. " "B.Th.) He served under the Australian Methodist Church on the staff of the Madras Christian College
from the first World War until 1921, when he joined the School of Oriental Studies, AUC. His scholarly
ability placed him in the first rank of Western Orentalists. In 1928, he received a Ph.D. from Edinburgh
University, and followed this with a D.Litt (summa cum laude) in 1938 from the same institution. His
major interest was the textual criticism of the Koran, and on this he continued to work throughaut his
career. In 1938 he went to the Union Theological Seminary and Columbia University, N.Y.C. He offered
courses in general history of religions, Biblical literature, and early Eastern Christianity. He not only
headed the Department of Semitic Languages at Columbia, but was also chairman of the section on
history of religions in the joint Committee on the Ph.D. degree in the field of religion, offered and
administered by the Union Theological Seminary and Columbia University. His writings include
Materials for the history of the text of the Quran (1937), The Foreign vocabulary of the Quran (1938),
The Quran as scripture (1952), The Koran: selected suras (1958), and A Reader on Islam (1960). He

died in 1959. Bioln, 3; Joumal of Biblical literatura, 79 (1960), pp. vili-ix; MW, 50 (1860), pp. 49-54; NYT, 5 August 1959,
p-27,col. 3

Jeffery, George H. Evereit, born 19th cent., he was an architect and curator of ancient monuments. In
1892 he served as architect to Rt. Rev. Bishop in Jerusalem and the East His writings include A
Description of the historic monuments of Cyprus (1918), and he was a joint author of An aftempt at’a
bibliography of Cyprus (1929). He died in 1935. Who's who, 1929; Who was who, 3

Jefirey, Anne E. F., born 18 November 1941, she graduated in history from the University of Toronto
in 1966. In second marriage she was married to the Montreal cardiologist Allan Sniderman, with whom
she had two children, Sarah, born in 1969, and a son, born about 1972. After a successful business
career with Anne Jeffrey & Associates in Prince George, B.C,, she taught art, particularly modem, at
the University of Tampa, Florida, a post which she still held in 2006, concurrently serving as a lecturer
at the Museurn of Fine Arts in St. Petersburg, Fla. She was a joint author of Art lover's guide to Florida
(1998). 1.C; NatFacDr, 2003; Note; Private

Jeffrey, Thomas E., born in 1911, he received a Ph.D. in 1957 from the University of Chicago for A
factorial study of three space factors. NUC, pre-1956

Jeffreys, Mervyn David Waldgrave, born 15 May 1890 at Johannesburg, South Africa, he was a
Rhodes scholar at Oxford and received a Ph.D. from the University of London. He served as a
magistrate and judge in British-WestAfrica, before teaching social anthropology-at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, from 1945 to 1956. His writings include Ofd Calabar and notes on the
Ibibio language (1935), Some Semitic influence in Hoftentot culture (1968), and Man and mythology

(1970). He died in Johannesburg on 21 March 1975. AfiBioind (2); DSAB, vol. 5, pp. 383-384; Unesco; Who's
who in British science, 1953

Jeffries, Joseph Mary Nagle, born in 1880 or 85, he was a journalist and a war correspondent of the
Daily Mail. His writings include The Palestine deception (1923), Front everywhere (1935), and
Palestine, the reality (1938). Cathww, 1920; NUC, pre-1956

Jehel, Georges, bom 20th cent, his writings include Aigues mortes, un port pour un rois; les
Capétiens et la Méditerranée (1985), Débauche d'une stratégie pour un empire (1993), La ville
médiévale de I'Occident chrétien a I'Orient musulman (19986), L'talie et le Maghreb au Moyen &ge;
conflits et échanges du 7e sigcle au 15e siécle (2001); and he was a joint author of Le christianisme;
début du Vile siécle - milieu du Xle siécle (1997), and Les relations des pays d'islam avec le monde
latin (2000). Livres disponibles, 2004

Jehenne, Aimable Constant, born 11 September 1799 at San-Malo-de-la-Lande (Manche), France, he
was educated at the Ecole spéciale de la marine, Brest (Finistére). A navy commander in 1830, he
participated in this year's landing of troops for the conquest of Algeria; in the Crimean war he
distinguished himself during the assault of Sebastopol (Sevastopol); and in 1861 in Syria, he assured
the safety of the Lebanese Christians from Turkish persecution. In the same year he was made grand
officier of the Légion d'honneur. He retired in 1863 and died in the same year at Brest. DBF

Jelavich, Barbara Brightfield, born 12 April 1923 at Belleville, lll., she began her academic career in
1948 with a doctoral dissertation on the German Alliance system from 1939-41. In 1962 she started
her teaching career at Indiana University, where the fruits of her labour helped make the University one
of the premier centres of East European studies. Her writings include Russia and the Rumanian

WOLFGANG BEHN, CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL COMPANION TO INDEX

ISLAMICUS: AN INTERNATIONAL WHO’S WHO IN ISLAMIC STUDIES FROM ITS
BEGINNINGS DOWN TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY : BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

SUPPLEMENT TO INDEX ISLAMICUS, 1665-1980, VOL. II(H-M), LEIDEN 2006.
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Jeffery’s Views Regarding the Collection of the Qur’an

M\ A
N

«&M"‘*

(A Critical Stady)
Mohammad Kh. Al-Majali, and Ahmad Kh. Shukri*

ABSTRACT

Some orientalists adopt the view that the text of the Qur’an
was not written during the Prophet’s life, this is according to
some accounts which support this view; ‘Umar’s words to Abu
Bakr that he is worried about the Quir’an, thus, there is no need
for worry if the text is really written, and according to the idea
that the arrangement of the Qur'an wasn't the doing of the
Prophet but of the Companions, which indicates that there was
no written text.

In this research, we have discussed these accusations and
others, and concluded that there is no account to support this
opinion. All accounts support that it was written, also there are
‘other explanations to ‘Umar’s words, we can simply say that
those recitalists may have some of the text, or they are the
witnesses of this text, or that ‘Umar desired that by this work,
the text will be saved from any corruption. The account itself
which mentions ‘Umar’s words ended by Zayd’s task towards
the collection of the text, which indicates that the text was
indeed written. As for the Qur’anic arrangement, the fact is, in
mnany accounts, that it was indicated that the Prophet supervised
these arrangements.

INTRODUCTION

In his edition to Kitab al-Masahif by Ibn Abi
- Dawud al-Sijistani, Dr. Arthur Jeffery demonstrated
some points about what orientalists have reached

concerning the history of the text of the Qur’an, -

particularly the matter of the collection of the

Qur’an. Dr. Jeffery declared that the text was not

written during the Prophet’s life, there are some

evidences to support his opinion, they are:

1. The accounts which indicate the writelessness of
the text of the Qur’an or at least some of it.

2. ‘Umar’s words to Abu Bakr which indicate that
they were worried about the text because of the
death of the recitalists.

3. The idea that the arrangement of the Qur’an was

* Assistant Professors, Department of the Foundations of
Religion, Faculty of Shari’ah, University of Jordan. Received
on 11/11/1996 and Accepted for Publication on 30/3/1997.

not the doing of the Prophet.

In fact, Jeffery was not the first to declare this,
he himself mentioned that some orientalists adopted
this view, among them are Noldeke, Schiwally,
Bergstrasser and Pretz]. In addition to these names, I
found that many other orientalists hold the same
opinion, such as Ritchard Bell, William
Montgomery, Watt and John Burton. We can simply
say that these points mentioned by Jeffery represent
the main accusations regarding the history of the
text of the Qur’an. Other points are to be presented
and discussed in this research. Our final aim will be
to see whether these allegations are true or that there
are other views concerning them.

METHODOLOGY

According to the introduction, we can say that
there are three basic points for the opinion
adopted by Dr. Jeffery and other scholars.
Generally speaking, the accusations based on
certain .accounts (if they exist) will be discussed
carefully according to the Traditionalists’ bases in
order to see whether they are sound or not, and if
they are sound, what are their exact meanings.
Those accounts will be compared with others to
give the clear opinion on this matter. As for
‘Umar’s words, they must be compared with other
different accounts regarding the collection. of the
text, also with the words at the end of the same
account, where more details- can give the exact
concept adopted by Muslim Scholars. With regard
to the arrangement problem, we will mention the
exact opimion according to historical studies.
Finally, the discussion will depend on both
reasoning and relation. For that purpose, ‘the
research will be divided into the following;:

1. The critics raised by Jeffery and others regarding
the collection of the text of the Qur’an, this in-
cludes:

a. The accounts which they depend in the support

of their views.

- 125 - 136
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Some Additions to Professor Jeffery’s Foreign
‘Vocabulary of the Qur’an

By Proressor D. §. MARGOLIOUTH

IN the 38th section of his Itgan the polygraph Suyiiti

furnishes a summary of a monograph called al-Muhadh-
dhab {7 ma waga‘a fi'l-Qur'an min al-mu'arreb, in which he
dealt with the question whether the Qur'an contained any
foreign words, and if so, to what language they belonged.
The orthodox felt some difficulty about admitting the
existence of such an element in the language of the Sacred
Book, which claims to be in perspicuous Arabic; 1t was, -
however, difficult to maintain that the proper names which
oceur in the volume were all of Arabic origin, and certain
other words have an obviously foreign appearance. Suyiiti
himself compromises by admitting in such cases the foreign
ctymology, but maintaining that the words had received
Arabic naturalization.

Professor Jeffery’s work, forming volume lxxix of the
Gaelcwar of Baroda’s Oriental Series, and dated 1938, is
practically an exhaustive treatment of the subject, based on
extraordinarily wide linguistic knowledge and no less wide
acquaintance with what has been previously written about
the words in question. The soundness of his judgment is
throughout conspicuous. A good many puzzles indeed remain,
e.g. the connection of the word Hanif with natural religion
and in particular with Abraham. We are scarcely better off
in the case of Nazoraios in the New Testament.

I propose to suggest a few additions to Professor Jeffery’s
list. '

1. In Surah xxxiv, 13 the Jinn learn that Solomon is dead
because of a termite gnawing his sluia; ‘in consequence
of which Solomon collapsed. This word has occasioned
difficulty : certainly the Prophet’s uncle and protector is
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Were I to make Saraswatl dlctate for m:lhons of ages, were I
to write with the hand of Ganesh,
O Thou who holdest the destroying sword, I could not please
Thee even a little without offering Thee homage.”
(Gobind Singh, Macauliffe’s translation.)
In its form, too, the poetry of the Granth has been
influenced by Persian poetry forms. The rhyming of all ?
the lines is unlike Hindi poetry, but like Persian.® The
Persian ghazal is specially mentioned as having influenced
Punjabi poetry. b
We may conclude, then, that although the foundation
- of Sikhism in the Adi Granth is Hindu, in that it every-

JEFFERY’S “FOREIGN VOCABULARY OF THE
QUR’AN"

The relative importance of this subject in any critical
study of ‘the Qur’dn has been .recognized in steadily
increasing degree. In recent years many scholars have

. . discussed various branches of the main theme, bringing
where assumes karma and transmigration and accepts the . . . .
forward new material or offering new interpretations.

Hindu pan.theon, y.et the superstructure is pervaded with ‘ Nothing comparable to the present work, however, has
Sl:lﬁ matemal;;, \.zvhlch bler‘zd., on the whole, .harmomously | hitherto appeared. As to extent, the distance from the
with those ofi Hindu mysticism of the bhakti type. ¥ twenty-seven pages of Fraenkel's De Vocabulis . . . in

s}{i:{ z:(i; gf:?'m v C. H. Loemrv. Corans peregrinis (1880) to the thick volume now before
' us is significant enough; more important still .are the
thoroughness, accuracy, and mastery of the material which

are here in evidence. The author expresses in his_Fore-

word the hope that students. -may--eventually be.provided

Monary of the whole Qur’dn on a par with those

, % ’(whlch they already have for the study of The Old and

‘ "\ New Testaments. __The time for this will certamly come,

though it does not now seem to be near; in the mean-
time, the specxal lex1cal need wh1ch 1s most pressing is
l admirably met. '

An Introduction of some forty pages deals mainly with
the treatment of the foreign words, known or supposed
to be such, by the Muslim scholars. A very full Bibliog-
raphy lists the literature, both oriental and occidental,
bearing upon the subject; a very helpful feature of the
book, as the material is so widely scattered.

The words discussed are presented in alphabetical order,
in each case transliterated and translated, with the
Qur’anic references. In the discussion which then follows,
account is taken of previous investigations or theories with

i
1

1 The Forcign Vocabulary of the Qur'in, by Arthur Jeffery. A volume of The Oriental
t Series publi;bcd under the authority of the Maharaja Gaekwad of Baroda. Baroda, 1938.
pp. xiv, 311
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