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When the scientist Abit Rayhan al-Birini (d. 440/1048) and the philosopher
Abi ‘Ali b. Stna (d. 428/1037) gazed up at the night sky, each saw a different
universe. Ibfi Sina witnessed a perfect division of two realms: one, a realm of
generation and corruption, growth and decay, between earth and moon (sub-
lunary); the other, a perfect realm of the sun, planets, and stars, beyond the
moon (supralunary). Al-Birini challenged this picture of the universe. Accord-
ing to perennial custom and courtesy, the two engaged ina scholarly exchange
to iron out their differences. The correspondence, initiated by al-Biriini, has
been preserved for posterity in aseries entitled al-As’ilawa-l-ajwiba (“Questions
and Answers”) by the younger and more prominent of the two interlocutors,
Ibn Sina.! The historical foresight of the precocious philosopher indicates con-
fidence; perhaps he surmised that he had bested his older contemporary. But
history is not always kind to those who presume to have conquered it.

After dispensing with formal politeness, al-BirGni begins by asking Ibn Sina
a series of questions about Aristotelian cosmology in reference to Aristotle’s
book On the Heavens.2 Al-BirlinTs very first question challenges fundamental
beliefs that philosophers held about the physical nature of the cosmos. Do
the elements that constitute the universe possess essential natures that com-
pel them to move in certain directions? Are the supralunary and sublunary
realms essentially different? Al-Birlini is driven to this line of inquiry because
he sees movements in the heavens that do not seem to be physically possible:
he sees anomalies between empirical facts and philosophical explanations. The
first question he asks revolves around one such anomaly concerning the irreg-
ular movements of planets. (This is, in fact, how planets got their name; the
word comes from a Greek word that means “to wander” a planet being a “wan-
derer”) But in order to better understand this anomaly that troubles al-Biriini,

1 al-Biriini and Ibn Sind, As’ia. The entire correspondence has been translated by Muzaffar
Igbal (“provisionally” according to him) serially in Islamic Sciences (formerly Islam and Sci-
ence), 2003—2007.

2 Aristotle, On the Heavens; Latin: De Caelo; Arabic: al-Samd“wa- -Glam.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2020 l DOI:10.1163/9789004410121_016

let us begin by unpacking the axioms of Aristotelian cosmology that Ibn Sind
and the philosophers embraced. .

According to Aristotle, the universe consists of five elements: earth, water,
air, fire, and ether. The first four of these elements are found in the sublunary
realm, while the fifth element—ether—is found in the supralunary realm.Each
of these elements possesses an essential nature of motion: earth and water
move naturally downward, air and fire move naturally upward, and the move-
ment of ether is naturally circular. The circle represents a perfect geometric
figure, without beginning or end. Movements along a circular path cannot,
by definition, be contrary to each other even if they are in opposite directions,

" because the movement is always from the same point to the same point. In

other words, all movements on a circle are always toward the same elusive
end. Unlike circular motion, the end of linear motion depends on the direction
of motion. Earthy substances, when moving naturally downward, travel away
from things that remain above. The farther earthy substances go, the closer they
come to the center of a stationary “earth” and the farther they get from the
uncorrupted supralunary realm of ether.

Observers of the heavens see a sphere of fixed stars revolving around the
earth in what appears to be circular motion. We now know that this sphere of
fixed stars that is visible to the naked eye is in fairly close proximity to earth
within our own galaxy. There are hundreds of billions of other stars in our
galaxy beyond these that the ancients did not know existed, in a universe that
consists of hundreds of billions of galaxies that are undetectable to observers
unaided by powerful instruments. The apparent circular motion is the result
of the rotation of the earth on its axis. Yet, it is impossible to detect anything
but the circular motion of the sphere of fixed stars with the naked eye, which
is a “fact” corroborated by the senses. Similarly, the earth, moon, and plan-
ets also appear to move in circles at various distances between the earth and
outer sphere of fixed stars. The planets, however—particularly Mars, Jupiter,
and Saturn—are different. They are observed to periodically stop, move back-
ward for a brief period, and then continue again on their original path, as seen
against the backdrop of the sphere of fixed stars rotating in the distance. This
phenomenon of apparent reversal in the direction of movement is known as
retrograde motion.

This anomaly of retrograde motion is the topic of al-Biriint’s very first ques-
tion to Ibn Sina. After all, how is it possible for elements that move in a natural
circular motion to suddenly stop and reverse direction for no apparent reason?
If the only element in the supralunary realm is ether, what causes the rever-
sal? If there is a force acting on the planets, then what is the nature and source
of this force? Might it be that the circular motion is not essential, or that the
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The Origin and Power of Music According to the

11"-Century Islamic Philosopher Ibn. Sina

RONI GRANOT anp NABIL SHAIR

Abstract

The question of the origin of music and its powers has always fascinated philosophers and scientists.
Here we present a close reading of the view offered by the Persian Muslim philosopher and scientist Ibn
Sind, also known as Avicenna (980—1037). We draw a parallel between Ibn Sin@’s account of the senses
and mental capacities and his hierarchical, quasi-evolutionary view of the perception of sound in its
various communicative roles. We show how Ibn Sind positions music at the top of the organisation of
sound while drawing a connecting line between the sensory and cognitive, the natural and conventional,
and the biological and aesthetic. Although mostly drawing on ideas previously expounded by Aristotle
and al-Farabi, he goes way beyond his predecessors i positioning music within the systems of
communication and highlights music’s special ability to create a flux of joy and sadness, tension and
relaxcation, based on the ephemeral character of sound that serves as a connecting thread through all levels
of its communicative toles.

Introduction

The question of the origin of music has always fascinated philosophers and scientists. The
very different approaches to this question throughout history attest not only to general
changes in epistemology but also to the specific position of music within the changing
world of knowledge. Within this framework, it is especially revealing to read the view of
Tbn Sind (980-1037)—Avicenna in Latinate form—the eminent Persian Muslim philosopher
and scientist who lived in the Islamic Golden Age (9'}‘—12th centuries). His view is not only
interesting because it represents an exemplar of the writings of one of the most important
philosophers of this age and culture, but also because it is extremely original, diverging in
many respects from other views of his time on the origin of music. As we demonstrate in
this article, Ibn SinZ establishes 2 logical and continuous thread that connects sound, commu-
nication, emotions and aesthetics, and through this holistic approach offers a view that
extends beyond that of his Greek and Arb predecessors.

This view, which one could describe as quasi-evolutionary, is very different from the
approach that asks “who was the first” to discover or receive music from some external

JRAS, Series 3,29, 4 (2019), pp. 585—598 © The Royal Asiatic Society 2019
doi:z0.1017/513561863 19000178
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This article is a pilot study for a systematic
comparison between the Arabic and the Latin
text of Avicenna’s Qdniin fi at-Tibb. For this
purpose, we offer a preliminary edition of a
passage from the Third Book of this great
medical encyclopedia according to its Latin
translation prepared by Gerard of Cremona in
Toledo in the second half of the twelfth cen-
tury. The analysis of this fragment allows for
a rigorous description of key aspects of Ger-
ard’s translation technique, while it highlights
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exegesis of Arabic medical doctrines about the
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RELATION AS KEY TO GOD’S KNOWLEDGE OF
PARTICULARS IN THE TAHAFUT AL-TAHAFUT AND
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Abstract. This article deals with the divine knowledge of particulars in
Averroes’ Wdﬁtt and Damima. It examines how the concept of
relation, generally neglected, is at the heart of the dispute between Avicenna,
al-Gazali, and the Commentator. In al-Glazali’s eyes, Avicenna’s misconcep-
tion of divine knowledge “in a universal way” is based on a misuse of relation

ton Rissd (. 419%)

D) 3{)@3 (8] G in the case of God’s knowledge. If particulars change and God does not, his
? \ . % ! knowledge of particulars, insofar as it undergoes change, can be considered
P Ty Lol L elas e a pure relation without ontological consequences. Averroes contests both al-
\ g/\'\ O«C— DYV \ e’\'\o‘% 5“ \ (Gazal?’s criticism and his proposal, derpite the fact that, for different reasons
involving the coming-to-be of human knowledge, he too employs the notion
- of pure relation in his Long Commentary on the Physics,

490 S
Résumé. Larticle porte sur la science divine des ginguliers dans le Tahdfut
al-tahafut et la Damima d’Averroés. Il examine comment le concept de rela-
Gq:t‘ Lo %(‘. tion, généralement néglige, intervient au coeur de la dispute entre Avicenne,

al-Gazali et le Cordouan. Aux yeux d’al-Gazali, Avicenne tire sa conception
fautive d’une connaissance divine « par mode universel » d’'un mauvais usage
de la relation dans le cas de la science de Dieu. Si le singulier change et que
Dieu, lui, ne change pas, 'idée serait d’envisager sa connaissance du singu-
lier, en tant qu'il change, comme une relation pure, sans conséquence onto-

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
o FoisA . SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN

l \90 CD\t NG logique. Averroés conteste & la fois la critique d’al-Gaz&ll et sa proposition,
e méme si, d'un autre point de vue (e surgissement de la connaissance dans

anb 3'% Pintellect humain), il recourt lui aussi & la relation pure dans son commen-
© 50 taire de la Physique.
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Averroes’ discussion thirteen of the Tahafut al-tahafut deals with
God’s knowledge of particulars, and, more precisely, with the idea
that, according to the philosophers, God doesn’t know particulars that
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g‘v 11 : '. Avoiding the Void: na on the Impossibility of
E . Circular Motion in a Void*

- {bn Sice .

= (on o Jon McGinnis

- Classical Arabic Philosophy: 030637F
The topic of the void was of significant philosophical and scientific importance in

Sources and Receptlon the ancient and medieval worlds. Some, such as the atomists, maintained that the

void was essential if one were to explain motion. Others, such as Aristotle, argued

that the existence of the void would absolutely preclude the possibility of motion.

Moreover, there were disputes concerning even how to characterize the void. Thus

the atomists claimed that interstitial voids were dispersed throughout every body and

Edited by Peter Adamson existed alongside badies in an infinite space. Others, such as the Stoics, held that all

bodies were localized in a plenum that was itself situated in an extra-cosmic, infinite

MADQ‘? Y , void. Still others, such as the Neoplatonist John Philoponus, thought that the void was

Y ONQAQ A YIMLA . finite, and although as a matter of fact it is never devoid of a body, it at least is capable
GEL EN ND/KTAN ) of existing independent of any body. ‘

DOKU The above roughly provides the gamut of positions concerning the void as it reached

MAN the medieval Arabic philosopher Avicenna (Al 370-428/AD 980-1037). In one form

or another, Avicenna was aware of the various moves and counter-moves associated

with the notion of the void. Like Aristotle, he maintained that the existence of the

void would absolutely preclude the possibility of motion. His arguments in some cases

simply rehearse those of Aristotle; in other places they expand on the thought of

Aristotle in order to respond to new threats that arose after Aristotle’s own time; and

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakii ) in certain situations Avicenna constructs new arguments against the void used neither
Islam Aragtirmalar Merkezi ' by Atistotle nor, from what we can gather, Aristotle’s later Greek commentators.

Kiitiiphanest In what follows I do not pretend to present Avicenna’s whole argument against

Dem. No: 2_7—8 SZ, 2,9 the void; rather, I concentrate on one small subset within the broader complex of

199 . <L . arguments associated with Avicenna’s refutation of the void. This is his argument that

Tas. No: Nl TN circular motion would be impossible within an infinite, void space. This argument is

significant in that it shows a marked departure from Aristotle and what we know of

other Greek Aristotelians; for neither Aristotle nor apparently his Greek commmentators

ever specifically treat the impossibility of circular motion in a void. Their arguments

instead focus on natural and violent motion, where it is argued that violent motion, or
motion opposed to nature, presupposes natural motion. They in turn show that natural
motion in avoid is impossible, concentrating on natural motion in the category of place.

This study falls into two sections: one, Avicenna’s argument and an analysis and
assessment of it; and two, the historical and philosophical considerations motivating

. * Twould like to thank Peter Adamson, first for inviting me to participate in the conference, and second
. . . : . for his invaluable comments on an earlier version of this paper. I also want to acknowledge the generous
The W arburg Institute — Nino Ar agno Editore support for this project made available by a National Endowment for the Humanities summer stipend

London — Turm 2 007 and University of Missouri Research Board Award.
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1 : '. Al-Nukat wa-l-faw@’id: An Important Summa
2 \ of Avicennian Falsafa
= - {br Siae b,

] L Yahya Michot

—  Classical Arabic Philosophy: o30%=1

. The manuscript Feyzullah 1217 preserved in the Beyazit Library in Istanbul con-
Sources and Receptl()n tains a text of 181 folios entitled al-Nukat wa-l-fawd’id, ‘Important Points and Useful
. : : Remarks’.! After abrief prologue (fol. 1%), this philosophical summa is divided into three
parts: a logic part consisting of ten maslaks, ‘ways’ (fols 1'=717); five fanns, ‘fields’, of
physics (fols 72¥-121"); seven fanns of Divinalia (fols 121%-180%). It is concluded by.a

M A D D E short ‘Rule and Recommendation’ (qd ‘ida wa-wagiyya) (fols 180-181%).2
S YAY;’MLA In an article published in 1956, the Jesuit Wilhelm Kutsch was, as far as I know, the

ONRA GEL ND’KTAN first modern scholar to pay attention to this manuscript, which had been neglected

EN DOK UM A by both George Anawati and Yahya Mahdavi in their bibliographies of the Shaykh al-

N Ra'is 4 On the basis of the title-page, where the name ‘Tbn Sind’ is mentioned, Kutsch
attributed the work to the great Iranian philosopher and found it quite clqse to the
Isharat and Najat.? He dated the manuscript to an 1112 or 1113/ap 1700-1701 and
edited the longest and last of the five fanns of the Physics, Fi l-nufils, the Psychology
(fols 101-121").

The next and most important academic study of the manuscript Feyzullah 1217 was
the Ttibingen doctoral dissertation of 1957 by another Jesuit, the Italian Paul Wernst.®
Itindluded a handwritten transcription of the title-page, the prologue, fanns I-IIT of the
- - Divinalia (fols 121-148%), and the conclusion of the work, as well as their translation

Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi ' into German.
Islam Arasnﬂrm alari M erkezi ‘ Thejnaccessibility of Kutsch’s article and the fact that Wernst’s dissertation remained
Kiitiiphanest unpublished probably explain why al-Nukat wa-l-fawd’id was almost never used in
Dem. No: 2—7’8 % 29 Avicennian studies of the last decades of the twentieth century. In 1997 Joseph Kenny
(o2 SL8> : republished, and translated into English, selected passages of the Psychology edited
T LA A some forty years eatlier by Kutsch. As his study appeared in a Nigerian journal, its
publication did not really improve the situation. For example, in the bibliography of

Edited by Peter Adamson
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1. Abbreviated Nukat in references below, where page and line references are to the edition of Kutsch
(see 1.3). -

2. See the detailed table of contentsin Appendix 1.

3. 'W. Kutsch, ‘Ein neuer Text zur Seelenlehre Avicenmas’, in Avicenna Commemoration Volume, Iran
Society, Calcutta, 1956, pp. 147-78.

4 See G. C. Anawati, Essai de bibliographie avicennienne: M’ allafat Ibn Sing, avant-propos d’Ahmed
Bey Amin, préface d'Torahim Bey Madkour, Cairo, 1950; Y. Mahdavi, Bibliographie d'Ibn Sina: Fihrist-e
Nuskhat-h-ye Musannafat-e Ibn-i Sing, Tehran, 1333/1954.

. 5. See Kutsch, ‘Ein neuer Text’ (n. 3 above), p. 147.
, 6. P. Wernst, ‘Die Seins- und Gotteslehre des Buches an Nukat wa-l-Faw@’id des Tbn Sina (Avicenna),
- The Warburg Tnstitute — Nino Ara gno E ditore erstmalig verdffentlicht, ibersetzt und erklért nach der Unikum-Handschrift Fayzullah 1217’, PhD diss.,

: University of Tiibingen, 1957.
London — Thurin 200 7 7. 1. Kenny, ‘Tbn-Sina on the Human Soul in Notes and Observations on Natural Science, Book I, Section
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emotions can only be understood in one way. The neat ways in which the dif-

<

ferent parts of a poem are seen as representing specific aspects of reality just-

does not do justice to our experience of poetry, although it could were we to be
irretrievably committed to a spiritual way of looking at the world. Perhaps we
should, but it is a weakness in an account of aesthetics if it is dependent on a
view of the world that is circular in the sense of presupposing that the world is
spiritual and then insisting that we observe spiritual aspects in it via aestheriic
experience.

Commentators tend to be rather scathing about the Peripatetic approach to
aesthetics. It is too rigid, it does not make sense of the varieties of aesthetic
experience and output, we are told, and it was constructed by thinkers who
did not have any experience of the sort of art that it was originally designed
to describe. Despite these problems, and they are problems, it has been argued
here that the mashsha’i approach does provide us with some decent conceptual
tools to understand many of the aesthetic issues that arise in poetry, and are an
advance on the alternative approaches in Islamic philosophy.

University of Kentucky, Lexington-Kentucky
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S. Kemal, “Aesthetics” in S. Nasr and O. Leaman (eds.) History of Islamic Philosophy (HIP)
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A DISCUSSION OF THE AESTHETIC VIEWS
INA AND ARISTOTLE ON THE BASIS
"OF AESTHETIC VALUE

ibn Sina

0 30637F

Abstract: This chapter intends to be a contemporary interpretation of the aesthetic
views of Ibn Sina and Aristotle on the basis of aesthetic value. In the first
half of the chapter, I compared and discussed mainly the aesthetic views
of Ibn Sina and those of Aristotle. In the second half of the chapter, 1
focused on the problem of catharsis in Aristotle. The aesthetic views of
Ibn Sina and Aristotle move on the central of the theory of mimesis.
Additionally, Ibn Sina emphasizes that artistic creativity is an imagina-
tive creativity. I argued for that catharsis in both Aristotle and Ibn Sina
is neither an experience which makes art an ethical activity nor an intel-
lectual clarification or therapeutic experience. On the contrary, catharsis
is an aesthetic experience that is founded by moral value and its realistic
effect. Catharsis is the existential meaning of the art.

Catharsis, aesthetic value, tragic value, Hellenistic, logic, poetic,
rthetoric value, moral or ethical value, tragedy, assent, imagination,
mimesis, imitation, aesthetic experience, aesthetic taste, imaginative
speech, aesthetic subject, aesthetic object

Key words:

Ibn Sina deals with poetry in the corpus of logic in Kitab al-Shifa’, an encyclo-
pedia of philosophy in the peripatetic tradition. I think we should understand
the poetics of both Ibn Sina and Aristotle as a philosophy of art in general
rather than poetry alone. The ideas they put forward are generally about art,
while some of their points are directly related to poetry in particular. Although
aesthetics is a very new term, it had been established with all of its fundamental
problems by Plato. While the aesthetics of Plato can be considered to be both
a metaphysics of beauty and a philosophy of art, the poetics of Aristotle and
Tbn Sina should be regarded as a philosophy of art rather than a metaphysics
of beauty. Some scholars such as Salim Kemal and Ismail Dahiyat made com-
prehensive studies on the poetics of Ibn Sina. In this chapter, I will attempt to
discuss the aesthetic views of Ibn Sina and Aristotle on the basis of aesthetic
value. In other words, this chapter is a contemporary interpretation of the aes-
thetic views of Ibn Sina and Aristotle — it intends to discover what they tried to
say in their poetics. Therefore, some of the views I will put forward may not

15132
A-T. Tymieniecka, N. Muhtaroglu (eds.), .

Classic Issues in Islamic Philosophy and Theology Today, 151-170.
© Springer Science+Business Media B.V. 2010
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against Time Beginning: The Debate |

11
1 - between the Commentators on the Ishdrat* . !

“\oﬁ $ina Toby Mayer

- Classical Arabic Philosophy: o 206

01 Ekim 2020

‘While the extended discussion of timeby Avicenna (d. s 428/Ap 1037) in the Physics of

the Shifd’ is an obvious source for the Avicennian philosophy of time,’ the Metaphysics

of his Isharat contains a terse but suggestive treatment of the subject in tandem with

that of matter: The context is Avicenna’s rich discussion of the eternity of creation in

the fifth namat, “On Making and Origination’? More importantly, the appearance of

the topics of time and matter in relation to this religious cause célébre provokes an

intellectually compelling clash between the commentators. The major Ash‘arite, Fakhr

al-Din al-Razi (d. A 606/aD 1209), in defending the scriptural teaching of the world’s

non-eternity, unleashes a typically elaborate critique of Avicenna’s thinking, The Shi‘i

theologian and astronomer Nasir al-Din al-Tasi (d. AH 672/AD 1274) is thereby driven jl“
to refine it, in particular shielding it against al-Razi’s radical nominalism by adopting a )f [
position which is neither realist nor nominalist on the data basic to the argument. This, ‘
however, in turn implies an intriguing adjustment of the whole basis of Avicenna’s
proof.

Sources and Reception

Edited by Peter Adamson

. MADDE vay; IMLANDI
' IKTA
| | SONRA GELEN DOKUMAﬁ

AVICENNA’S ARGUMENT ON TIME

Fagl 4 and 5 of the fifth namatare taken up with time. The existence—quiddity distinguo
runs through much of Avicenna’s thought, and if al-Ttisi is right this is true here too:
fasl 4 is about the existence or ‘quoddity’ of time and 5 is about the quiddity of time -
that it is and what it is, respectively.® But framing the discussion thus is stilted. While
5 is to do with time’s quiddity, in that a formal definition for it is given there, 4 is not
just about time existing but is, more accurately, about time pre-existing, i.e. existing
eternally parte ante. Nobody’s fool, al-Razi straightaway draws attention to the real goal
of the fagl: “The aim of this fagl is to argue for the pre-eternity [tagaddum] of time.*

Turkiye Diyanet Vakfi
islam Aragtirmalan Merkezi
Kiitliphanesi

pemNo: | 7R A7
' (28 . L4673

Q‘ [N

1 Tas. No;

* My special thanks to Jon McGinnis, without access to whose research and without whose comments
this paper could not have matured. Needless to say, the responsibility for any divergences from his point
of view, and for any errors, is mine.

1. See Al-Shifa’, Al-Tabi'iyyat, I: Al-Sama’ al-tabi'; ed. S. Zayed, Cairo, 1983, p. 2, 1l. 10~13; hereafter
cited as Shifa’: Physics.

2. Fel-Sun‘iwa-l-ibda",

3. Al-T1si says: ‘Know that time is obvious in its quoddity [anniyyal inniyya) but obscure in its quiddity.
The Shaykh has remarked on its quoddity in this section and he will give a directive in the section which
follows on its quiddity’ (Avicenna, Al-Ishdrat wa-I-tanbihit ma‘a Sharh Nasir al-Din al-Tiist ed. Sulayman
Duny3, vol. TI {including vols III and IV), Cairo, 1377-80/1957-60, p. 500, commentary, IL. 15-16;

: hereafter cited as Dunya.
; . . ) . 4. Sharhay al-Isharat, published by Al-Sayyid ‘Umar al-Khashshab, Cairo, 1325/1907, p. 222, L. 3;
* The Warburg Institute — Nino Aragno Editore hereafter cited as Khashshab.

Liondon — Turin 2007
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NNA ON INDIVIDUALITY:
SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON ITS ANTECEDENTS'

CONTACTS AND INTERACTION
¥ IsTvAN LANCZKY
Budapest
Proceedings of the 27% Congress
of the Union Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants

Helsinki 2014 Avicenna is among those thinkers in medieval philosophy who elaborated
on a clear concept of individuality. In order to be more able to evaluate
his contribution, we will consider in this paper the views of some of his
predecessors among the Neoplatonic Commentators concerning the
description of individuals.

In the following, we will focus on the logical approach, i.e. the descrip-
tion of individual concepts in the mind. Avicenna has a very clear notion
of that: he elaborates on the notion of individuality, which characterises
some of our mental notions as individual.? In the Istamic cultural milieu,
the issue appeared in questions of theological importance as well, such as

edited by God’s knowledge of particulars. It was mainly in this very context where

the knowledge of individuals as a philosophical problem had to be

JAAKKO HAMEEN-ANTTILA, PETTERI KOSKIKALLIO ) addressed directly. The Neoplatonic Elias was among those few thinkers

and ILKKA LINDSTEDT who challenged the bundle view of individuals. After sketching ouc the

problem, we will concentrate on his understanding of description, in order

to be more able to examine his own solution, and then, we will take into
account Avicenna’s answer to the problem.
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Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi
fslam Aragtirmalani Merkezi
Kiitliphanesi ‘ Porphyry
Dem.No: | ) R 6 () L,I‘ In later antiquity, the problem of individuality was not of crucial impor-
Tes. No: | 29702 tance for philosophers. In the Aristotelian tradition, individuals were not
Corll the proper object of apodeictic knowledge. As opposed to Aristotle,
Porphyry made a clear step forward, introducing the noton of the so-
called ‘individual predicate® Thus, the name Socrates could refer only to

01 Bim 1)

! Research on this paper was funded by “OTEA 81581". I would like ro thank Peter
: Lautner as well as the participants of the Congress for their valuable comments. Needless to
PEETERS say, any remaining shortcomings are my own.
® As opposed 1o pardcular notions.
LEUVEN — PARIS —
E N - PARIS — BRISTOL, CT 3 1. Banwgs, Porplyry: Introduction, Oxford, 2003, p. 4: “For of predicates, some are said
2017 of only one irem — namely, individuals, (for example, Socrates, or this’ and ’that).”
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A'S “FLYING MAN” ARGUMENT AS A PROOF

Etudes de logique aristotélicienne R {E IMMATERIALITY OF THESOUL

et de philosophie grecque, syriaque, arabe
et latine offertes & Henri Hugonnard-Roche

MERYEM SEBTI
%
par
i INTRODUCTION
Elisa CODA et Cecilia MARTINI BONADEO What we call today “Avicenna’s flying man argument” is one of the most
studied topics among modern scholars’. Much has been said about the possible
origin of this “argument” and about the influences it may have had on classical
European philosophy?. My point in this paper is to focus on the heuristic
value given by Avicenna in the first chapter of the first book of the De Anima
of Kitib al-8ifi (The Cure) to what we can call 2 “thoughr experiment”. Twill
Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi frst establish that Avicenna considers this experiment as a « decisive proof»
= islam Aragtirmalan Merkezi (bugga qatia)® of the immateriality of the soul. Then, I will show why this
= Kiitiiphanesi way of establishing the immateriality of the soul raises some serious issues when
= Dem. No: 2(} 9 9 % we sry to understand it within Avicenna’s cpistemological system, unless we
= - S give to the experience illustrated by the “fying man” the value of a musihada.
— Tas. No: '\ 20
= cob.A
1. M. Marmura, « Avicenna’s “Flying Man” in Context>, The Monist 69 (1986), pp. 383-395;
for the contemporary origin of the expression *fying man argument” and the secondary literature
concerning the question, sec L. Muchlethaler, « Ibn Kammuna (d. 683/1284) on the Asgument of
the Flying Man in Avicenna’s Isharit and Suhrawardr's Talwihdt», in Y. Tzvi Langermann (ed),
Avicenna and bis Legacy. A Golden Age of Science and Philosophy, Brepols, Turnhour 2009 (Culeural
encounters in late Antiquiry and the Middle Ages, 8), pp- 179-203, pare. p. 179, £n.2 and 180, fn. 5.
2. A, Hasnawi, «La conscience de soi chez Avicenne ¢t Descartes», in J. Biard - R. Rashed
(eds), Descartes et le Moyen Age: Actes du colloque organis¢ |2 Sorbonne du 4 au 7 juin 1996 parle
Centre d'histoire des sciences et des philosophies arabes ec médi¢vales (URA 1085, CNRS/EPHE)
PARIS 1 1a occasion du quatriéme centenaire de Ja naissance de Descartes, Vrin, Paris 1997 (Erudes de phi-
LIBRAIRIE PHILOSOPHIQUE J. VRIN losophie médiévale, 75), pp. 283-291.

3. We find this characterization of the “flying man” thought experiment in the Mubihatdr
(sce below, n. 19): g ga means “argument” and also “proof”. L will explain below why the word
2014 “argument” is not suitable ro qualify this though experiment. -

: : Fav- Sy

6 place de la Sorbonne, V*©




s2 ~The Polished Mirror
} 63 Ikhwin al-Safa’, Rasa'il Ikbwan al-Safi’ wa Kbullan al-Wafd', p. 2:176.
G 1 Eklm ll . 64 Ibid., p. 2:225.
65 Ibid., p. 2:225. : Chapter TWO
66 Ibid., p. 2:202.
67 Ibid., p. 2:202. i L. .
zz Virtue Ethics in Avicenna’s
é = : Philosophical Allegories
.5 flon Sina
= .‘
S 8 O 627 F : one of what has preceded is meant to imply that the virtue
=z So ! ethics of Islamic philosophers was entirely or even primarily
5 ﬂ K concerned with the state of the body. For many philosophers,
§ bid ) { . knowing the human body was a first step in knowing virtue and the
i o 1 higher accomplishments of the soul. In part this is because Avicenna and
g § other philosophers largely accepted Aristotle’s division of the soul into
e % | vegetative, animal, and rational as three aspects-of an interconnected
=5 ’ whole, such that the rational soul requires the other two souls in order
to come into existence, Despite connections between body and soul,
Avicenna, arguably the most important codifier of Islamic philosophy,

explicitly rejects the view that the soul is somehow equivalent to the

human constitution or is itself a physical constitution.* Rather, the
human soul, or the rational soul, has an intellect that can be described as
two intellects, two “faces” according to Avicenna; one looks downward,
toward the body (the practical intellect), and the other looks upward,
toward absolute concepts (the theoretical intellect).>

A PHILOSOPHICAL MODEL OF THE SOUL: AVICENNA

Ethics falls within the domain of the practical intellect. The most basic
ethical charge of the practical intellect is the management of the body’s
forces. This is why the practical intellect “faces the body.” It is also why we
L can speak of “humoral ethics,” since the body’s forces for Avicenna and
' others of his day usually corresponded to the humoral model described
in the previous chapter. The practical intellect prepares the soul to free
itself of the concerns of the body and to undertake the completion of
the higher, theoretical intellect.
For Avicenna, the practical intellect has its own subdivisions. Just

as the intellect has two faces (practical and theoretical), the practical

£V F8

Cyrus Ali Zargar, The Polished mirror: storytelling and the pursuit of virtue in Islamic
philosophy and sufism, London: Oneworld Publications, 2017, ISAM DN. 279254
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