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Christian Translators in Medieval
Islamic Baghdad: The Life and Works of
Yahya Ibn ‘Adi (d. 974) |

Dr. Mohd Nasir Bin Omar

Department of Theology and Philosophy,

Faculty of Islamic Studies,

National University of Malaysia, 43600, Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia

Introduction

Greek philosophy had been known in the East
cr many centuries before the advent of Islam.
Jundishapur in Persia, Harran in Mesopotamia and
Alexandria in Egypt were among the most eminent
centres on this side of the world which were noted for
Hellenistic culture. It was in these places that Greek
thought passed to the Arabs.

Historically, Greek science was studied as early
as the fourth century mainly by the Arab Syrian
Christians. Numerous Greek treatises on theology,
philosophy and logic were definitely part of their
syllabus of learning.' However, borrowing the words
of T.J. De Boer: “The Syrians, it is true, produced
nothing original; but their activity-as translators was
of advantage to Arab-Persian science.”® ‘It was the
Syrians who brought wine, silk and other precious
items to the West. But it was the Syrians also who
cultivated Greek sciences for more than five centuries
before they transmitted them to the medieval
philosophers. Yet, later still, it was the Syrians again
who also took part in the transmission of Islamic
intellectual culture to the medieval Europe. Without
the Arabs, argued Montgomery Watt, “European
science and philosophy would not have developed when
they did.” o |

Thus, the student of Islamic philosophy today
should therefore be familiar: (1) with Plato, Aristotle,
Galen and their likes (who have been Arabized as
Aflatan, Aristd and Jalinus respectively); (2) with
Muslim philosophers, such as Ibn Sina (d. 1037 A.D)),
Ibn Bajjah (d. 1138 A.D.) and Ibn Rushd (d. 1198 A.D.),
(who, i the same way, were westernized as Avicenna,

a

: v . P
M« amdar d b “I;‘%Q«WU s '\f{;%i N7

Avenpace and Averroes); and (d) with Judeo-Christian
and Muslim transmitters/thinkers like al-Kindi (d. 873
A.D.), Hunayn Ibn Ish&q (d. 874 A.D.) and Yahya Ibn
‘Adi (d. 974 A.D.), who were largely responsible for
both the continuity and interplay of the above great
traditions, namely, Greek, Islamic and European.

By the end of the ninth century, Greek Sciences
became available in the Muslim world particularly in
the time of the ‘Abbasid Caliph al-Ma'mun (d. 833
A.D.), who founded the school of Baghdad, Bayt al-
Hikmuh (The House of Wisdom), an official institute
for translation and research in 215/830.% Al-Ma'mun
sent a delegation to Byzantium to select Greek texts,
especially on medicine, which were then ordered to be
translated into Arabic. Most of the translators of this
century were Christians, a well-known one being
Hunayn Ibn Ishaq (d. 874 A.D.). He was paid by Caliph
al-Ma’'miun the weight of gold corresponding to the
ancient books he translated and was later provided
with three fully furnished houses by his next patron,
Caliph al-Mutawakkil (d. 861), for the same task.’

Other important Christian translators were Ishaq
Ibn Hunayn (d. 910 A.D.), Hubaysh b. Hasan (d. ?),
Thabit b. Qurrah (d. 910), and Yuhanna Ibn Masawayh
(d. 861 A.D.). However, it is important to note that
most of their translation activities were: (1) made under
the command of the caliphs or other Muslim patrons
of learning: (2) restricted to the practical disciplines of
medicine and astrology: and (3) were made after the
year 236/850.° By this time, the Qur'an, as we have it
today, had already existed for almost two centuries,
while the science of hadfth (prophetic tradition), kalam
(Muslim dialectic theology) and the four madhahibs
(fighs: four schools of Islamic thought) were fairly well-
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6(/-/( 9,44*/,%00,,,4, Maddeya vapzmmm - Maﬂdayw Ya;ulan Anﬂar -»6’0"'
: —7——-{"“"‘. ; : LT T 3 e ?Ja o R
i IBN AdT
Ebu Ahmed Abdullah b.AdT b.Abdullah el-Ciircani (277 365/

895-976).
Hadis alimi ve el-Kamil fi'd-duafa mlellifi.
- H.277 yilinin Zlilkade ayinin bir Cumartesi glnl Clircan'da dogdu,
Orada yagadi.lladis Sgrenimine 13 yagsinda iken oradalggs;gdl.Kendi bol-

gesinde Ibnli'l-Kattan olarak bilinmesine ragmen hadis.alimleri araginda

ibn AdTL diye tanindi.Arapgayi iyi bilmedigi geklindeki rivayetler dik—

3&‘5“

L‘ U A

kate alindiginda onun aslen Arap olmadlvl sonucuna ulagllablllr.
" f‘v‘?l__.
asi1lly olma ihtimali kuvvetlidir. ™ S R L e v

~Kendi memleketindeki ilk hadis ofreéniminden sonra difger beldelere

pitti.Ilk ilml seyahatini H. 297 yilinda Misir'a yapti. Iskenderiyye'den -

Gemerkant'a kadar pek ¢ok yer gezdi.Misir,fam,Irak,Horasan,Cibal Mekko,-'

iiedine onun ilml seyahatler vaptigl sehirler arasiandadir.Her gittigi
yerde oranin alimleriyle goruotu onlarla bilgi all$—VePl”1nde bulundu,
Malik, Lvlal Gufyanu's- oevrl,ru be,fsmail b.kbl Halid ve daha bquokla-
rinin hadislerini topladi.Binden fazla hocadan ders aldi.En meghur

‘hocalari Behliil b.Ishak el-Enbari,fbu Ya'ld el-Mevsili,Ebu Abdirrah- .

_¢tmislerdir.. O,birgok

man en-Wesdl,Ebl Lekir b.lluzeyme,Zekeriyya es-Sdci ve el-Bagandi'dir.-
ITon Ad1 birgok iinlii alime de hocalik yapmigtir, Bagta,onun ayni J'L"

zamanda hocasi olan,Ebii'l-Abbas b.Ukde olmak ilizere Ebu Sa'd el- Mallnl,

ilamza b.Yusuf es-Sehml,kbu Abdillah el- llakim en-leaburl ve “Ebii'1- Hasan ok

Atwed b.Ali onun talebelerinden baz1lar1d1r.

Muhaddis,rahhal,fakih,allame olarak nltelendlrllen Ibn AdI. hadls_J,
alaninda Luvcnlllr bir imam,esi az bulunan bir hafiz idi. Hadls 1llet-;»f
lerl ve hadis ricali konularinda uzmandi.Bu alanda yazdlgl eser ken—?;q?

dinden sonraki alimler 191nba258911m0z bir kaynak olmus,hemen bitin::

cerh ve tadil alimleri onun gesitli hadis ravileri hakkindaki kanaat— x
lerine bagvurmuglar ve bu konuda onun goriiglerini delil olarak ‘kabul
hadisi tek bagina rivayet etmig(teferrid), -
opullarl Adl,®bu Zir'a ve Mansur da bu hadisleri yalniz babalarindan

nakletmiglerdir. _ o o
ovgliyle sdz etmig

Birqgok taninmig alim. ondan ,onun hafizasini,

[uvenLllfllblnl ondorllﬁlnl dlle

getirmigtir.Talebesi Hamza es-Sehml .

- haikkinda

Lba
sahip oldufunu,kendi- doneminde onun gibi birinin bulunmadigini soyle—f5l
micler,lbonli'l-Esir de asrinin Snderi oldugunu bildirmigtir.Ahmed b.
"Ebl Ahmed b.Ad1'nin hafizasi o kadar e
gag,lamdl ki bairakin kendinden ustun olanzx, onun seviyesine ulagan .

ile ya'la el-liallll onun son dercce saglam ve guqlu blr haflzaya

1b1 Liislim de zdyle demigtir:

birini bllc gormedim.Ben Taberani ve haklm ile de gorigtim, Onlarin

-hafizasi zorlama ile belli bir seviyeye ulavmlctlr Oysa Ibn Adi'nin hai

C17a°1 yaratilistan kuvvetliydi.?”

it e e,
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% " 1bn tasiriddin ondan bahsedcrken,"bliyiik bir hafiz son derece

»4(uveu111r sika biv 1mamd1r” demis,Uilibkl ise onun ySicak yatagini terko— :
~ derek diyar diyar ilim elde etmek igin dolagan seqkln alimlerden biri-

ai olduiunu SOVloml"th.

Butlin bu ovriler yanlnda onu ikinci derecede glivenilir bir alim
katul edip "zarara yok" diye nitelendirenler de 0lmugtur.Ebi'l-Velid

el-naci de onu bdyle nitelendirenlerden birisidir.

Fazi alimler ise Ibn Adi'y: tenkid etmiglerdir. Ancak bu tenkid-
ler daha gok onun ravi kusurlarini tesbitteki agirilifgina yoneliktir,
1aluiz zayif ravileri ele aldifl eserinde bazi sahabilere ve taninmig
mezheb imamlarina da yer vermesi ona ydneltilen tenkidlerin ana sebe—
bini olugburmaktadir.(Krg.er-Ref'u ve't- -Tekmil,s.340-41,351),

Tenkid noktalarindan birisi de yine bu- eserlnde bir ravinin blyog—

vafisinl verirken o ravi kanaliyla ndkledllen zaylf bir hadisi zikret-
mesi ve bu zayiflifain (bagka bir raviden kaynaklansa bile) o raviden
kaynaklandigl intibaini vermesigdir. ‘

Bir bagka tenkid noktasi da mezheb. ‘taassubuyla hareket etme81, |  f%

dolayisiyla blrcok glUvenilir hanefl alimini itham ederken . zaylfllgl

i
sabib olan bq21 A

afll alimlerini temize ¢ikarmaga gayret gostermesidir,
(Krg.Hasbu'r-raye mukaddimesi,sh.57).

vilihl: Ibn AdI H.365 yilinin bemaz1ye l-Ahlr ayinda blr Cumarte31.;ﬁ
rinli 88 yasinda iken Clircan'da 61di. Cenaze nam521n1 Ebu Bekir el- Isma].l:.‘x~
el-Ciircanl’ kildirdi.Ciircan'da Kiirz b. Vebere Me501d1 yaklnlna gomiildir,

kserleri:

1-Ibn Adl blPQOk eser yazmlg olmasina ragmen bunlardan sadece
birkagir glntimize ulagabilmigtir.En meﬁhur eseri zayif ravileri ele alan
el-Kamil 1 duafdi'r-rical'dir.el-Kadmil fi'l-cerh ve 't-ta'dil,el-Kamil -

f1 marifeti'd-duafa ve "l-metrukin mine 'r-ruvat el-Kamll 1 marlfetl

duvarai'l- muhaddlvln ﬂdlarlyla da anllan bu eser 2200 den fazla rav1n1n

hal tercemesini ve bu ravilerin rlvayet ettiffi hadislerden orneklerl‘
ihtiva etmektedir.

bLserin baglnda yalan sdylemek ve hadis uydurmak aleyhindeki Hédis -
ve haberleri uzun uzadiya naklettikten sonra Ibn Ad1 hadis ravilerini -
ilk hartleri alfabetik olmak lizere isimlerine gdre siralamig,her ravi
_hadis imamlarinin._ LODUCletlnl.ZlkEetmls ve.o.ravi- kanaliyla—~——;;
nakledilen hadislerden bazi drnekler vermlﬂtlr Sadece sahih hadisleri.
LO}IJSln mielliClerin ravileri bile olsa herhangl bir vekllde tenkid
edilmig bitlin hadis ricali bu eserde yer almigtir. ' L

an Adi'den Snce de zayyf rav1levl ele alan eserler yalem1$ fakat g
KAmil ladar genig muhtevala olmadiklari igin uubkl ,boyle bir eserin daha





