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Ismaili and Other Islamic Studies

in Honour of Farhad Daftary ~ Ibda’, Divine Imperative and Prophecy in
the Rasa’il Ikhwan al-Safa’
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i This paper examines a difficult and ambiguous passage on Intellect,!
. in the Rasa’il Ikhwan al-Safd (Epistles of the Pure Brethren, henceforth
Edited by Rasd’il), taken from Epistle 35, ‘On the Intellect and the Intelligible®

Omar AH_de_Unzaga . The Intellect (‘agl) has a sole active cause (illa wahida fa‘ila), namely the

Creator — be He exalted and glorified -, who emanated (afdda) onto it
existence (wujnd), perfection (tamam), permanence (baga’) and complete-
ness (kamal), all at once, outside time (daf‘atan wahidatan bild zaman).
By ‘active cause’ we mean that He originated it (abda’ahu) with no inter-
mediary. And it is this Intellect that [God] referred to when He said in His
Book through the language (‘ald lisan) of His Prophet Muhammad - God
bless him and give him peace —, Our commandment is but one word, as the -
twinkling of an eye or nearer [combination of Q. 54:50 and Q. 16:77].2 He
hinted at it saying - praise be to Him -, They will question thee concerning
the Spirit (al-ruh). Say: The Spirit is of the bidding of my Lord (min amri
rabbi). You have been given of knowledge nothing except a little [Q. 17:85];
and said, Verily, His are the creation (khalg) and the command (amr).
Blessed be God, the Lord of all Being [Q. 7:54]. The ‘creation’ are the corpo-
real objects (umiir); while the ‘command’ are the spiritual substances.?

1.B.Tauris Publishers In this passage, as is often the case in the Rasa’il, the Ikhwan al-Safa’ say
LONDON e NEW YORK that the Intellect is caused by God, who provided it with existence, perfec-
in association with , tion, permanence and completeness. In order to clarify the way in which”
The Institute of Ismaili Studies ‘ the Intellect was originated by God in the derivative process of hypos-
London : tases, they use the fourth form of the verb bada'a (to originate).
2o The term ibda‘ indicates primordial direct origin from the Creator. The
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