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total, at that time. Itrl received the patron-
age not only of the sultan but also of the
Crimean Khan Selim Giray (Selim Giray)
I(d. 1116/1704), known for his apprecia-
tion of music and support of artists. It was
said that Ttri requested and received from
the sultan the duty of slave keeper so that
he would be able to select from among
them the ones with talent and beautiful
voices. He died in Istanbul in 1123/1711,
probably during the tenure of this
appointment. His place of burial is con-
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Itri, Buhurizade Mustafa

Buhurizade Mustafa Itri
(Bukhtirizade Mustafa ‘Ttig, d. 1123/1711),
an Ottoman poet, composer, singer; and

calligrapher, was born in Istanbul, in -

the Yayla neighbourhood, near the gate
of Mevlanakapi. Though his exact date
of birth is unknown, it is—assumed that
he was possibly born sometime between
1039/1630 and 1050/1640. His given
name was Mustafa, but he is known as
“Itr,” the penname he used in wnting
poetry, and “Buhurizade,” in reference to
his family. Little is known about his life,
but it is clear that he had a good education
and learned Arabic and Persian. In the
1090s/1680s, during the reign of Mehmed
 (Mehmed) IV (r. 1058-99/1648-87), at

- the sultan’s personal invitation, he taught

music and sang in the enderun (enderitn, inner

~ court). It is known that he was being paid

sixty afges (agee) a day, or 1,800 akges in

tested. Seyh Mehmed (Mehmed) Efendi
(d. 1144/1731) reports he was buried near
Istanbul’s Yenikapr Mevlevi Lodge, while
another tradition would have him buried
opposite the Mustafa Paga Lodge, outside
the Edirne Gate.

Itr], whose singing voice was. likened
10 an instrument with rusty strings by the
author of Atrabii’l-athar (Atrab al-athar, “The
most ecstatic accounts/The biographies
of musicians”) , and to a bird-like sound
(kug dili) by the biographer of poets Salim
(Salim, d. 1156/1743), occupies a special
place among composers of Turkish music.
His precise teachers are unknown, but he
may have been taught by contemporary
masters, beginning with Hafiz (Hzfiz) Post
(d. 1105/1694) and including Kiigiik Imam
(Imam, d. 1085/1674), Kasimpasali Koca
Osman (Qoca ‘Othman, d. 1060/1650?),
and Dervig Omer (Dervis ‘Omer), who
attended the Yenikap: Mevlevi Lodge at
the same time, when it was likely that Itri
learned to play the ney (reed flute).

Besides his musical compositions, Itri
also wrote poetry in a plain and compre-
hensible style, for which Salim compared
him to an “eloquent nightingale™ (bitlbiil-i
khog-giifiar). His poems are in the genres
nat (nat, eulogy of the prophet Muham-
mad); gazel (ghazel, lynic poem); muamma
(mu‘amings, riddles in verse); talinis (takhmis,
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baghca sebebi, siir e miisiki arasmdaki akrabaliktir.-

v‘ ahya Kemal siiferinde misikiye genis yer verir.
Yahya Kemal siirde ahenge mana kadar Gnem veren

" bir gairdir, Ona gére “Shenk olmaymca belﬁgat giran

gelir,”
Gergek sdirder igin’ bu hakikat *iki kere iki dort ader"

. kadar apaciktr. Boyik” Fransz ;inrl Verlaine de “her

sayden once musikit” dememis midi i, manadan
once sestir. Siirde mana sesin kanaﬂannda ugar.

Yorumun biitin ¢ dikkati uysndirdiine kag
kere shit oldum. Yorum elbette sanatin yerine gegemez.
Fakat daha fyi goriilmesi igin onu aydinlatir.

Yorum sidece nesire olmaz; siirle. de Ot Avxzeler
gibi sanatlar da birbiderine :;uk sacarlar: Yahya Kernal'in
Jurf siiti, v vasitasiyle bir mosikisinast ve onun eserini
yorumlayan en giizel dmektir. Burada biz, disiincenin
sanatla nasil derin ve giizel bir hivivete birindGgiing de
gbrirae. cugui e

Fakat Yahya Kemal'in sfirlerinde misikiye Gnem verigi-
nin baska bir sebebi vardir: Masiki ile tarih, masiki fle
vatan, masiki ile millet arasindaki mandsebet. Masiki
millletlerin ruhlarmin iadesidir: -

Cok insan anlayamaz eski msikimizden .
Ve ondan anlamayan bir sey rils bizden.

Mausikiden anlamak g!emék, sadece ondari 2zevk almak
demek midir? Acaba siir gibi misiki'de Gzerinde disiin-
meyl gerektirmez mi? Sadece kulakta ses olarak kalan

ikinin rithun inliiderinde akisler y guetar.
Diaglinece, musikiye de, Tstind > i hal seriimig
yollar acabilir,

Yahys Kemal, 1trf'yi s3dece bir masiki ve mﬁsikssl s
olarak gormiiyor, onu dogdugu, biyldigd, kok saldxgn
toprak ve havamn igine yerIE$n yor. lImT olarak dogru Olan
da bu degil midir? K .

1tri bir tarih ve medemyenn u;lr'\de yet1$rm$nr. Onunle .
b istir, giliclini, k i oridan alfugtr.

O dehd 6yle toplarmus ki bid,
Yedj yiizyl siiren hikdyemizi,
Dinfemis ihtiyar ginarfardan

Bu misralar sadece ltri'nin Tiitk farihi lle olan miindse-
betini belirtmez, dolayh yoldan "deha"w da tarif eder.
Deha, bnr milletin tarihine kék salmak, onun dederlerini
I demektir. Deha, l 2annet-
13i gibi i;tan degil, distan gelir, Tarihle, tabiatla, ‘cemi-
yetle giig k Kabiliyetler tarih, gele-

nek ve kiltir iginde gel' slrler. ’

Yahya Kemal, ltn 'nin misikisiyle lrnparatorluk cograf-
yasi da bulur:
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