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(i) the tower of the monastery in Qasr al-Hayr
al-Gharbi, of 559 A.D., by Harith b,. Jabala;

(i) a house in al-Hayat (Hawran) built by Flavios

Seos in 578;

(iif)the castle in Dumayr, built by al-Mundhir
(569-82).

At that time the foundation inscription (Wetzstein,
no. 173, Waddington, 2562c) was lost, but in the
summer of 1963, I was able to rediscover it on the
site and the Syrian Service of Antiquities is going to
exhibit it in the Damascus Museum).—note
communicated by K. Brisch.

The prosperity of the province of Arabia: in the sixth
century, archaeologically attested, can to a great
extent be made explicable by the activities of this
energetic dynasty whose main base was Arabia, and
who, consequently, animated the region and relieved
it of its technically insignificant and provincial status.

Relations between Byzantium and the
Ghassanids were not uniformly smooth. Their
independent spirit, but more, their unflinching
support of Monophysitism ctossed the will of
Orthodox Byzantium. Around 580 A.D., the Emperor
Tiberius had Mundhir arrested and brought to
Constantinople, and in 582-3 A.D., Maurice gave
the same treatment to his son Nu‘man.

This considerably weakened the Ghassanid
Phylarchate. But it was the Persian invasion of 613~
14 A.D. that dealt the crushing blow to the
Ghassanids who, however, re-emerge, serving in the
army of Heraclius and represented by the Jabala b.,
al-Ayham at the decisive battle of Yarmuk, 536 A.D.

The Muslim Congquest of Syria swept away the
Ghassanids beyond recall. Some of them went over
to Byzantium and settled in Anatolia; others adopted
Islam and were assimilated in the new Arab Muslim
community. The rest remained Christian and stayed
on in Syria. To these, some of the Arab Christian

families of the contemporary Near East trace their
descent. '
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1. SHAHID

Ghatafan ff
Tribes of Arabia

The Ghatafan, name of a group of Northern
Arabian tribes, belong to the Qays ‘Aylan and
represented in the genealogical system as the
descendants of Ghatafan b. Sa‘d b. Qays b. “‘Aylan.
Their lands lay between the Hijaz and the Shammar
mountains in the part of the Najd which is drained
by the Wadi al-Rumma. Here lived from West to
East their principal tribes: the Banu Ashja‘, the
Dhubyan (with the sub-tribes- Fazara, Murra, and
Tha‘laba), the ‘Abs, and—in the region al-Qasim—
the Ammar. Of these tribes the Banu ‘Abs (b. Baghid
b. Rayth b. Ghatafan) rose to prominence 550 A.D.,
when their chief, Zuhayr b. Jadhima, gained power
not only over all Ghatafan, but also over the
Hawazin, the other important group of the Qays-
‘Aylan,

After Zuhayr was slain by Khalid b. Ja‘far of
the Banu ‘Amir b. Sa‘sa‘a, the power of the ‘Abs
declined. A quarrel between Qays b. Zuhayr b.
Jadhima and Hudhayfa b. Badr, chief of the Banu
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entrcaues; they hegin to grumble and refuse 10 play |
the role of financial backers; and then the ardst begins !
to pracuse blackmail and to resort to diatribes: and
then comes the clash. The case of al-Ukayshir is one
example of this. Yet on the other hand he constitutes
a link in the long chain of the Asadl poets from Kifa
(Tukhaym, ‘Abd Allzh b. al-Zabir, al-Hakam b, ‘Abdal,
Abt Dulama and Wiliba b. al-Hubzb) who played a
decisive role in the emergence of mainstream innov-
- ative poetry in the 2nd/8th century.

Bibliography: 1. Sources. Diwdn al-Ukayshir
al-Asadi, ed. Khalil al-Duwayhi, Beirut 1411/1991;
al-Zubayr b. Bakkar, al-Akhbar al-muwaffakivyat,
Baghdad 1972,.525; Ibn Kutayba, ‘Uyin al-akhbar,
Cairo 1343/1963, index; Marzubani, al-Muwashshah,
Cairo 138571965, 247, 282; al-SarT al-Raffd’] al-
Muhidb wa “l-mahb@b wa °l-mashmam wa ‘l-mashrid,
Damascus, 330, 333-4, 336-9; Ibn DjinnT, al-Khasa’is,
Beirut n.d., 1, 74, ii, 95; ‘All b. Abi ’l-Faradj al-
Basr, al-Hamasa al-bagriypa, Haydarabad 1964, ii,
73, 75, 80, 104, 368, 371, 391; Ibn Shakir al-
Rutubi, ‘Uyin al-tawartkh, ms. B.N. arabe 1587, fols.
13a-14a; Baghdadi, Ahizana, Cairo 1406/1986, iv,
485, 487-92; Yakut, Buldan, s.vv. al-Taff, Kubbayn;
Dhahabi, 7. al-fsiam, Beirut 1410/1990, v, 560-1;
Ibn Mangzur, Mukhtasar T. Dimashk L-Ibn ‘Asakir,
Damascus 140971989, v, 182-3; Nuwayrl, Nhdya,
Cairo 1929-, iv, 52-6.

2. Studies. Blachére, HIA, iii, 515, with bibl,;
Sezgin, GAS, 1, 326-7, ix, 279; Yasuf Khulayl, Hayat
al-shir fi “I-Kafa ila mhdyat al-kern al-théni I “-lidira,
Cairo 138871968, 533-7; al-Tayyib ‘Ashshash, al-
Ukayshir al-Asadi, akhbarubu wa-shiuhu, in Hawlyydt
al-Dyami‘a al-Tanistyya, viii (1971), 29-92; Husayn
‘Atwan, Shu‘erd®  al-dawlatayn  al-umawiyya  wa
*[-‘abbasiyye, Beirut 1981, 306, 338; Camb. hist. Arabic
., 11, ‘Abbasid belles-letires, 225; ‘Afif ‘Abd al-Rahman,
Mu‘diam al-shu‘erd® min al-“asr al-djahilt haitd al-‘asr
al-umawt, Beirut 1417/1996, 26, § 117.

(A. Arazi)

AL-UKAYSIR, an idol of the tribes of
Kuda‘a, Lakhm, Djudham, ‘Amila and Gha-
tafan [gww], venerated in northern Arabia, across
which these tribes ranged, as far as the Syrian bor-
ders (Ibn al-Kalbi, 24, 30). Pilgrimage was made to
it by devotees with shaven heads; with each lock of
hair, a handful of meal was offered, all this thrown
into a large trench or a dried-up well (faf). The
Hawazin, neighbours of the Kudi‘a, used to come
and collect the meal, either at the time of the offer-
ing or after it was mixed with the hair.

The deity seems to have been embodied in several
betyles. The poet Zuhayr “swore faithfully by the
shaped stones (ansab) of al-Ukaysir and by the place
where the tufts of hair with their lice were cut off”
(ihid., 24; Yakat, Buldan, i, 340). The victims' blood
was poured over the sacred stones (Ibn al-A‘rabi, in
T4, iii, 506 1. 27-8), and ritual processions were
made round 1t to the chanting of praises and joyfulness
(Rabi* b. Dubay‘/Dabu® al-Fazari, in Ibn al-KalbT and
Yakit, loc. ct). The stones could even be covered
with sacred cloths on which oaths could be taken.
These stones must have represented the tribes that were
grouped around al-Ukaysir and who regarded the
place as the bond of their tribal union. They may
have stemmed from some great sanctuaries of the Arabs
and have formed the kernel of a primitive pantheon.

It might be doubted whether al-Ukaysir was a very
old deity, given the absence of any mention in the
Lihyéanite and Thamiidic inscriptions in the vast lands

occupied in the 6th century by the tribes venerating

. ) I - o . ,'{ i
1. As e focus of a rudimentary cult, its sanctuary - oL @7

might well h phesed y
travellers and caravans waversing the region, since
these were more evolved, semi-sedentarised, with
better-organised cults; but this last mode of life, which
crystallised around the urban centres, was not neces-
sarily opposed to the long-range movements of pas-
toralist tribes who ranged as far as the limits of the
Syrian desert.

The great anuquity of al-Ukaysir, considered to be
Syrian in origin, may only be deducible from scattered,
fragile pointers, it is true, but these are not negligible
and allow the deity to be connected with the ancient
Canaanite deity Katar (T. Bauer, Die Osthanaander,
Leipzig 1926, 91 1. 26; G. Hoffmann, in 24, xi [1896],
253-8) or Kawthar (Ugar. ithr), whose name was var-
iously pronounced in later times {cf. M. Dahood, in
S. Moscati et altz (eds.), Le antiche diwvinita semitiche, Rome
1958, 81-2). The link could be justified from Kawthar’s
being linked with music and singing; in Ugaridc there
is mentioned a group of professional singers, kthrat (cf.
Hebr. kashara, in Ps. Ixviil. 7). In the verses of Rabi®
b. Dubay® mentioned above, al-Ukaysir figures as the
oniginator of all melodies, nagham, around whom the
poet circles the stone or sanctuary of al-Ukaysir to
songs of praise and joyfulness.

The link between al-Ukaysir and Kawthar, father
of Tammiz, in Aramaic mythology, the equivalent of
Cinyras, father of Adonis, in Cypriot mythology, also
has in its favour the possibility of a foreign orgin for
the name, one deformed as it became Arabised. No
Arabic etymology of k-s-r yields a satisfactory divine
name. The facts that, morphologically, it would be
the diminutive of akser “the shortest”, and that one
might derive it from kasr “torticollis”, as Wellhausen
translated (Reste?, 63), or from kasra “base of the neck”,
get us no further. But the consonant skeletons of
Ukaysir and Kawthar could conceivably have been
originally the same, with dialectal change of the 4af
into the uvular £df, entailing that also of @’ (in Katar)
and tha’ (in Kawthar) into sdd. The Aramaic form of
this name may have lingered on in Arabic in the
divine name Kathra, idol of the Tasm and Djadis
[q.v.], probably representing the solar disc (cf. Fahd,
Le panthéon, 109).

The offering of meal (dakit) made to al-Ukaysir
does not seem to have any connection with the div-
ination by means of flour practised by the Greeks
and known amongst the Semites (see refs. in ibid,
161). Could it have been originally a question of a
gift to the sadin [¢.v.] or custodian of the shrine, who
probably cut the hair of pilgrims as a mark of their
sacralisation? This would explain the fact that to each
lock of hair there corresponded a handful of meal,
which looks like either an equivalent or a payment.
With the disintegration of the cult and the absence
of a sadin, the offering of meal nevertheless contin-
ued, with the meal rendered useless by being mixed
with hair. Such an offering does seem strange in the
nomadic miliey, and may point to a Canaanite-
Aramaean, hence agricultural, origin of this deity.
Also, the cutting of hair as a sign of i#ram was usual

ove T by the raders,

unnousea oy uiac

_In Arabian cults, notably at Mina during the Meccan

pilgrimage, surviving there till today, and at al-
Mushallal, at the shrine of Manit. Herodotus, iii. 8,
links it with Dionysius, and Plutarch, De Iside, ch. 4,
mentons that the Egyptians cut their hair at the cel-
ebration of mourning for Osiris. This places right
away al-Ukaysir in the mythic context of the dying
god, of which Tammiz, Adonis and Osiris are clearly
similar manifestations.
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DHUBYAN, 2 once famous tribe of the region of al-Madinah, closely
related to the great tribes of the Ghatafan* and Qays ‘Aylan* and
implicated in several of the larger pre-Islaziis ! _tar-tribal wars, the
so-called Days of the Arabs* (Ayydm al “Arab ). One of the best-known
among them is the Day of Dahis and al-Ghabra’, fought between the
Dhubyan and their sister-tribe ¢Abs*, which lasted about half a century.

: T_he Dhubyén embraced Islam at an early date, but not before having
kl_lled the first messenger Muhammad had sent asking them to follow
him. To-day they are only a small tribe in Central Arabia.




