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70 CHAPTER 2

words.?® As a result of Ragib's discussion of different derivatives under one
lemma and of his interest in structure as a major factor in understanding
metaphor, the Mufradat, unlike most other books in the genre, abounds with
comments related to both morphology and syntax.

Another aspect of garib in the Qur'an is tackled by Zamahgari (d. 538 [1144)
in Nukat al-AYab fi garib al-ivdb fi -Quran al-karim and Abd 1-Barakit b.
al-Anbari (d. 577/u81) in al-Bayan fi garib ivdb al-Quran. Both books are
primarily a syntactical study of the various possibilities of {6 in Quranic
verses, that is, of the syntactical function of the components of structure and
the impact which this function can have on meaning. Chapters are arranged
according to the order of Quranic sizras, and their titles in al-Bayan begin with
the expression gar@ib ivab sirat al-Fatiha/al-Bagara/etc.?® 1t is to be noted,
however, that the issues raised by Ibn al-Anbari and Zamahsari do not differ
from those discussed in traditional grammatical works or books on the (b
of the Quran. Their insistence on representing their material as garib thus
raises the possibility that the scope of Quranic garib is significantly broader
than one gathers from the sources discussed above.

One issue that is relevant to all sources on Quranic garib relates to the cri-
teria used to identify words as garib. Most of the above mentioned authors
do not specify these criteria, but Abli Hayyan in his very short introduction
to Tuhfat al-arib briefly mentions that there are two types of Quranic words,
the first of which is known both to the laymen (@mma) as well as to the elite
(hdssa), such as sama@’ (sky), ard (earth), fawgq (up), and taht (down), whereas
the second is known only to those who are cognizant of and well-versed in
Arabic (man lahu ttila“ wa-tabahhur fi Huga al-Arabiyya).3° The second type,
he says, is the one on which authors have written books and is called garib
al-Qurian. We have earlier touched on this subject in relation with the words
about whose meanings Nafi‘ b. al-Azraq questioned Ibn ‘Abbas.3! Although
these words which warrant explanation from Ibn ‘Abbas are supposedly garib,
some of them hardly qualify for inclusion with garib material. Indeed, all
other sources on Quranic garib that we have discussed include words of this
type. Examples include ra’f (merciful), hasra (sorrow), an$a’na (we started),

28  Ibid, 4.

29  Ibn al-Anban, Baydn 1, 31, 43. The word garib also appears in the titles of all chapters in
ZamabSar?’s Nukat al-A'rab, but they seem to be added by the editor, who does not explain
the reason for this addition.

30 Abit Hayyan, Tuhfa 40.

31 Seeabove, 39.

Remzi Baalbak1 The Arablc lexmograplncal tramaom from the 2nd/ 8th
to the 12th/18th century, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2015. iSAM DN. 252632.
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bagtatan (suddenly), matin (tough),32 hizy (disgrace), ukul (fruit), sayd al-bahr
(catch of fish), nafag (tunnel), naba’ (news),* bal@ (affliction), fia (faction),
sabil (way), tuban (serpent), and gifa® (pieces).3* As suggested earlier, some
words such as these may have been included not because they were uncom-
monly used or considered difficult for most Arabs, but in order to specify their
exact meaning within a Quranic context. Among the more obvious examples
is sabr (patience) in the verse wa-sta Tnit bi-l-sabriwa-l-salati (Seek [ God’s] help
with patience and prayer; Q 2: 45). Ibn Qutayba seems to have included sabr
among the words he explains because he believes that in this context it means
fasting (sawm).35 Similarly, a word as common as ugirahunna (lit. their pay) is
listed by Sigistani and explained as muhiirahunna because in a Quranic con-
text it refers to the dowers given to women (e.g. Q 4: 24).36 Yet this explanation
cannot be applied in all cases, and there are in all works of the genre words that
most probably neither belong to the realm of garib nor have a specific con- ’
notation in Quranic usage (cf. tuban and gita’ cited above). It is interesting
to note that Ibn Qutayba promises his reader not to cite linguistic evidence for
commonly used words (wa-an {a nastashid ‘ald l-lafz al-mubtadal),’” but does
not explain why such words should be included in the first place! As the genre
developed with Ragib’s al-Mufradat, which examines various derivatives of the
same root, the notion of garib was certainly broadened to include a large num-
ber of more commonly used words. In the lemma HGR, for example, a dozen or
so derivatives are mentioned, some of which are commonly used words such
as hagar/higara (stone/stones) and tahaggara (to petrify), while others may
have required explanation, such as higr (mare) and haggiira (a game for boys).3®

2.2 Garib al-Hadit

The second genre of garib books deals with the meanings of words in the pro-
phetic tradition (Hadit). As one of the four major sources of data on attested
usage, the use of Hadit as linguistic evidence posed a methodological prob-
lem related to its transmission. As previously mentioned, Hadit was not always
transmitted verbatim, and some of its transmitters were not even native

32 Yazidi, Garib 83, 86,134,136, 154-

33 Ibn Qutayba, Tafsir 61, 97,147, 153, 154

34  Makki, Umda 75, 96,120,136, 152.

35 Ibn Qutayba, Tafsir 47. /

36 Sigistani, Garib 34. Cf below, zoz for the meaning of Quranic targana in Mubarrad’s Ma
ttafaga lafzuhu wa-ptalafa ma'ndhu min al-Quran al-magid.

37  Ibn Qutayba, Tafsir 3.

38  Ragib, Mufradat 1o7.
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the Sharfah, due regard is given to those healthy customs that are

compatible with the moral purposes of the Shari'ah.
At the same time, it is necessary that such social customs as are in
concord with the moral vision of the Shariah should continue and those
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1857. Lecomte, Gerard. ‘A Propos de la Resurgence des Quvrages d’fbn
Quutayba sur la Hadith aux Vie/XIe et Vile/Xlile Siecles—ILes Certificats

de Lecture du Kitab Gharib al-Hadith et du Kitab Islah al-Ghalat fi Gharib
al-Tladith li Abi Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam’. BEO; 1968; 21: 347—409.

- A study in Hadith transmission and Hadith criticism, with special reference
to two works by Abu Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Saltam.
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30 CHAPTER TWO

The object of the book is to remove the doubts and skepticism with
which the history of the Prophet and the divine origin of the Islamic mes-
sage were viewed by the adherents of other religions, and especially by
the Christians, who are addressed throughout the work as “my
cousins”.*3 Similar projects had been undertaken by authors before him,
but according to Ibn Rabban, they had been unsuccessful: their discourse
was either too complicated or too concise, and they failed to take
account of the Jewish and Christian scriptures. Ibn Rabban is well aware
of his advantage, and realizes that he is eminently qualified for the task
in hand, having access to the Bible:

I wish the reader of this book to realise its merit and the excellence of its
value, and to know that those born in the religion of Islam and firmly

attached to it, who have profusely dealt with the subject, did not reach what
I have attained.*0

Ibn Quiavba

Abt Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Muslim b. Qutayba was born in 213/828,
probably in Kifa, of a family of Persian descent.*’ Very little is known
of his childhood and adolescence, and only a careful examination of the
list of his teachers yields some information as to his education and early
whereabouts.*® The scholars by whom Ibn Qutayba was most influenced
were theologians, traditionists, and philologists, the majority of whom
belonged to the so-called Akl al-sunna wa’l-jama‘a and held views sim-
ilar to those of their contemporary, Ibn Hanbal.*? It is therefore not sur-
prising that Ibn Qutayba’s writings continue in this vein. His first works,
termed by Lecomte “ouvrages de jeunesse”, were philological commen-
taries on the revealed sources of Islam, Koran and hadith.>?

When in 232/846 Caliph al-Mutawakkil abandoned the mifina—the

43 ya bant ‘ammi; cf. Din wa-dawla, 17, 79, 89. 104, 139, 142; Religion and Empire.
17.92, 103, 111, 120, 164, 167.

46 Tbn Rabban, Din wa-dawla, 20; Religion and Empire. 18. .

47 General works about Ibn Qutayba: Huseini 1959; Lecomte 1965. See also EI* s.v.
Ibn Kutayba (G. Lecomte).

48 About Ibn Qutayba’s teachers and their influence on him, see Huseini 1950:11-29,
and Lecomte 1965:45-83. .

4% Tbn Qutayba did not study under Ibn Hanbal himself. Cf. Ibn Qutayba, Divergences.,
xxxix f. (Lecomte’s introduction).

50 Lecomte 1965:90. Their titles are Kitab gharib al-hadith, Kitih tafsir gharib of-
Qur’an, and Kitab ta’wil mushkil al-Qur’an. The latter work will be referred to briefly in
Chapter Five. 4o s

| @iden 1986  s.20-36. ON: (2280

THE AUTHORS AND THEIR WORKS 31

“inquisition™ that had first been ordered by Caliph al-Ma’miin (regn.
198/813 - 218/833) for enforcing the doctrine of the createdness of the
Koran®'-—Ibn Qutayba’s works were looked upon favourably by the new
policy-makers, since they underpinned the orthodox reaction that now
set in.2 In appreciation of his contribution to the restoration of orthodox
Sunnite values, Ibn Qutayba was appointed gddi in Dinawar>? around
236/851, an office which he seems to have held until 256/870, and
apparently owed to the vizier Ibn Khaqan, who was one of those respon-
sible for the implementation of the new policy.>* It is possible that he
received several other public appointments after that, but after his patron
had fallen from grace, dragging his appointee down with him, Ibn
Qutayba returned to Baghdad where he devoted most of his time and
energy to the teaching of his works. He died in that city in the year
276/889,% leaving a rich and varied oeuvre.5® His works became very
popular in Egypt, where they were introduced by his son, Ahmad,%” and
furthermore in Al-Andalus, where especially Qasim b. Asbagh was
responsible for their transmission.>®

The writings of Ibn Qutayba can be divided into two main categories:
theology®® and adab (urbanitas or humanitas), which in his days had
taken on the specific meaning of “knowledge necessary for given offices
and social functions”.®0 He wrote several works especially for the secre-
tarial class—to which he himself had belonged before he became a
qadi® —such as the book entitled Adab al-kdtib, a kind of manual of

51 On the different explanations for al-Ma’mun’s move, see Nawas 1994.

32 1 ecomte 1965:85. See also Pellat 1962.

33 Hence the nisha “al-Dinawari™; cf. Lecomte 1965:31. Dinawar is located in the
Persian-speaking part of Iraq.

34 Lecomte 1965:32f., 217fT.

3 On when he died and how, see Huseini 1950:6-10, and Lecomte 1965:27, 37f.

56 For a list of his works and their chronological order, see Lecomte 1965:85-178.
Lecomte mentions 16 titles of works whose attribution to Ibn Qutayba is certain, several
others that are less certain, as well as a number of works whose ascription to our author
is doubtful. It is clear that Ibn Qutayba was a prolific writer, but he has been dogged by
accusations of plagiarism, which seem to be unfou nded; see Lecomte 1965:108, 204ff.;
Huseini 1950:67. However, Pcllat (1962:34), basing himself on al-Mas‘di, calls Ibn
Qutayba a sarig salib.

37 About Ahmad b. Qutayba, see Lecomte 1965:39f.

% About Qasim h. Asbagh (ca. 244-340/859-951-2), see EI%, s.v. Kasim b. Asbagh (J.
Bosch-Vild). Among the works introduced by him in Spain is Kitab al-ma‘arif; see
Lecomte 1965:13.

% 1In its broadest sense. Cf. Lecomte 1965:216.

8 EP, s.v. Adab, (F. Gabricli). On the different meanings of the term adab, sce
Bonebakker 1984 and 1990.

81 About the kurtab, “les vrais justiciables de la pédagogie qutaybienne”, and Ibn
Qutayba’s work for and among them, see Lecomte 1965:437-443.
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This splendid old codex of the second volume of Ibn Quuaiba’s
Gharib al-hadith is dated Mubarram 279 (April 892). Fol. 136a

contains 2 reading-note signed by ‘Abd al-*Aziz b. al-Husain b.
All al-Zubair and dated 452/1060.
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49 — QGaribu'l-Hadis ilmi, mahiyeti, tarihcesi, miiellifleri ve Is-
tanbul kitiiphanelerindekj yazmalar (¥)

Veli KAYHAN

Tez Ybn.: Dog. Dr. Fahrettin ATAR
Kabul Tarihi: 11.9.1985
Birinei béliimde, garibwl-hadis ilmi iglenmis, ikinei bolim-
de, hicri ikincj asirdan itibaren garibu’l-hadis ilminin gelismesi,
miiellifler ve eserleri tanmitilmigtir.
Uclineli boliimde Istanbul kiitiiphanelerindeki garibu’l-hadis
yazmalarinin bulundugu yerler isaret edilerek en eski olam tam-

tumigtir, i i |
Eserin sonunda tanitinn yapuan yazmalardan omek fotoko-

piler vardir,
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