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En route Gatholoco meets Javanese
Islamic teachers whose religion—along
with their circumcised sexual organs—is
ridiculed. Gatholoco says that he adheres
to the teaching of the Prophet by using
opium. Prayer is fruitless, he says; Islam
is a religion for Arabs, and Mecca is a
cursed place, with its terrible heat and
lack of rain. Everywhere Gatholoco trav-
els, he defeats devout Muslims with his
arguments. The text throughout relies on

_ bawdy sexuality to ridicule Islam.

When Gatholoco has flamboyant inter-
course with Perjitawati, he declares that
he has become both a buda person (that
is, a follower of pre-Islamic religion) and
a king called Kalamullah. This wordplay
combines “the word of God™ (kaldm Allah)
as found in the Quran, and galam, “pen”
in Arabic, which, as kalam in Javanese,
crucially also means penis. The work con-
cludes with an explication of the shahada
as a metaphor for sexual intercourse.

Suluk Gatholoco was in circulation in man-
uscript form in the 1880s—referred to by
a contributor to Bramartam in 1885—and
was printed in 1889 and again later. It
was banned, along with Babad Kedhiri and
Serat Denmagandhul, during Suharto’s New
Order (1966-98), bit was republished

at least three times in 2005 and 2007 in

Indonesian editions of varying quality;
one absurdly claims that the offensive sec-

tions are a form of Islamic proselytisation

(da‘wa, dakwah).

BiBLIOGRAPHY
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GHANA (MUSLIMS IN CONTEMPORARY)

Ghana (Muslims in
contemporary)

Muslims in contemporary Ghana—
an independent republic since 1957 and
officially a secular state—are a substantial
minority among the majority Christian
population. According to the 2000 census,
2.9 million Ghanaians (15.6 percent) were
Muslims, out of a total population of 18.9
million. Only about one-third of the Mus-
lim population is found in the Northern
Region (NR), the most Muslim of Ghana’s
ten regions. The majority of Muslims live
in the Ashanti and Greater Accra regions
in the south. In 1996, two Muslim festivals,
W al-fitr and % al-adhd, were granted offi-
cial status by the Ghanaian government.

The north, where most of the Muslims
lived at independence, was an economic
and political backwater during the colonial
period. After independence, the north-
south division of the country deepznéd,
with economic development confined
largely to the affluent southern parts of the
country. In the north, Muslims were clas-
sified by national origin as either “strang-
ers” or indigenes, but in the south they
were regarded as “migrants”. Among the
pre-colonial political entities in the north,
which were codified during the colonial
period and are termed in contemporary
Ghana as chiefdoms and kingdoms, the
so-called “strangers” had some political
influence, whereas Muslim “migrants”
in the south had none. In the north, the
strategy of the Muslim leadership was to
cooperate with the colonial state as long
as the state was willing to accept the reli-
gious and cultural autonomy of the Mus-
im communities. An education provided
by the Quranic or makaranta schools was
not, however, sufficient to enable Mus-
lims to enter the modern government and
business sectors. From the 1930s untl the
1990s, the Muslim population was thus

i The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2013-1, Leiden 2013. DN. 228785.
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Kuba , :
Ethnic group of south ceritral Democratic Republic of the
Congo. :
The exact origins of the Kuba are unknown. It is believed
that they moved to the Kasai region in the DEMOGRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO after conflicts with the
Portuguese and the Yaka—perhaps during the Jaga
Wars—forced them away from their homeland near the
mouth of the CoNGo RIVER. During the sixteenth century,
they became skilled farmers and fishers.

By the late 1500s, the Kuba people had become a
federation of eighteen distinct groups. This federation
became a cohesive kingdom during the reign of
Shyaam, a chieftain from the dominant Bushong group,
in the early seventeenth century. Shyaam established a
capital, created an army, and appointed followers to state
offices. He also encouraged the cultivation of valuable
new crops such as maize, tobacco, cassava, and beans.
The Kuba’s highly productive agriculture fostered popu-
lation growth and commerce; by the eighteenth century
they had established relations with people throughout the
region between the Kwango and the Lualaba Rjvers.
Despite the constant influx of new groups into the
Kasai region, the Kuba were able to maintain this empire
untl the late nineteenth century. At this time, invasions
from neighboring groups sigiificantly weakened the
Kuba and probably would have destroyed the empire,
had King Leopold I and his Congo Free State not taken
control of the area.

The Kuba remained afairly cohesive group throughout
the period of Colonial Rule and were active in the indepen-
dence movement during the 1g5os. After independence the
Kuba were eager to assert their own autonomy and, under
the direction of Albert Kalonji, they led a short-lived South
Kasai secession movement in rgGo. Although South Kasai
quickly returned to the control of the central government,
the Kuba have since maintained their customary hierar-
chies while exercising considerable influence over provin-
cial politics in South Kasai.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Vansina, Jan. The Children of Woot: A History of the Kuba Peoples. The
University of Wisconsin Press, 1978.
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Kukuruku
Ethnic group of Nigeria; also known as northern Edo.
The Kukuruku primarily inhabit northern Edo State in
southern N1GERIA. They speak a Niger-Congo language
and are closely related to the neighboring Epo people.

Some consider the name Kukuruku derogatory and prefer.

Kumasi, Ghana ’
The second largest city of Ghana and the former capltal of c

KUMASI, GHANA 21— 2 ¢

to be called “northern Edo.” The group numbers over
200,000 people.

See alsg ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY IN AFRICA: AN
INTERPRETATION; and LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN
OVERVIEW.

Kulango

Ethnic group of West Africa; also known as Babe,
Koulango, Kulamo, Lorhon, and Nkoramfo.

The Kulango primarily inhabit northeastern COTE
D’ IVOIRE and southwestern BURKINA FAso. Others live
in GHANA. They speak a Niger-Congo language and are
closely related to the LoBI people. More than 200,000
people consider themselves Kulango.

See also ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY IN AFRICA: AN
INTERPRETATION; and LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN
OVERVIEW.
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the Asante empire. 0L Feim 20%

A major commercial and cultural hub, Kumasi is located in
the rich topical forests of south cenmtral GHANA.
According to legend, the first king of the ASANTE empire,
Oser Tuty, established Kumasi as his capital around
1680. He is said to have negotiated for the land while
sitting under a *kum tree, hence the name Kumasi. As
home to the Asante imperial palace and the GOLDEN
StooL, sacred symbol of the Asante nation, Kumasi was
“considered a princely city, “Osei-Krom,” and the center of
Asante national culture. Tribute flowed to Kumasi from
throughout the vast domains of Asante. The city also pros-
pered because of its proximity to the gold fields and from
its location at the hub of several north-south trade routes.
Hausa traders occupied the city’s Muslim quarter, which
served as a center for trade with interior regions.

When the British sacked Kumasi in February 1874, it
marked the first time an enemy army had entered the city in
Asante history. But the city remained under Asante rule
until 1896, when the British occupied the area and exiled
the kirg. The Asante noblewoman, YAA ASANTEWA, leda
national resistance struggle in 1goo that was centered in
Kumasi. For three months the Asante besieged the British
garrison at Kumasi, but were eventually defeated. In 190z
the remaining Asante territory was declared a British pro-
tectorate, ruled from Accra by the governor of the British
GoLD CoasT colony (present-day Ghana).

Under the British, Kumasi grew rapidly. A branch of the
Bank of British West Africa opened there in 1908. Other
firms followed suit. Ghana’s two leading railways from
Accra and from the port city of Sekondi-Takoradi,

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. II, edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, 1SAM DN. 234360.




454 EVORA, CESARIA

~Evora has recorded. Evora was singing in bars in Mindelo
by the age of sixteen.

Evora sings in Criuolo, a Creole desived from
Portuguese and African languages. She is most famous
for singing morna, which roughly translates to “songs of
mourning.” As with many other kinds of folk music,
morna songs are handed down from generation to genera-
tion, tracing dominant themes in a people’s history.
Many morna songs, for exammple, lament Cape Verdean
losses to the Transatlantic Slave—Trade and to and
emigration. Often accompanied-by acoustic guitars, vio-
lins, accordions, and cavaquinho, a-four-string guitar or
ukulele, Evora’s vocals have been described as a cross
between French singer Edith Piaf and American jazz singer
Billie Holiday.

At twenty Bvora made a recording for her country’s
natonal radio, and it sparked her career. She received
offers from bars-and nightclubs throughout the ten Cape
Verdean islands, soon becoming known as the “queen of
morna.” Although several tapes of Evora’s music traveled
to Portugal and the Netherlands, she never performed out-
side of Cape Verde. Evora once recalled, “I used to sing for
tourists and for the ships when they would come here.
That’s why I always thought that maybe ifT made it, people
from different countries would love my music.” By the
19708, however, Evora-had quit recording and performing,
claiming that she was not “making any money.”

Evora emergeq from retirement in 1985 to contribute
two songs to an album of Cape Verdean women’s music.
Soon thereafter, the Cape Verdean comncert promoter Jose
da Silva convinced Evora to go to France to record. There
she became known as the “barefoot diva” because she
regularly performed shoeless. Whether the habitis a sym-
bol of her empathy for Cape Verde’'s poor women and
childrerr (as has been claimed) or simply a personal
preference, the nickname became the title of her first
album, La Diva atx Pieds Nus (1988). After Distino di Belita
(1990) and Mar Azul (1991), Evora had her first international
hit at the age of fifty-one with Miss Perfumade (1992), which
seld 200,000copies.

Evora toured the United States in 1995 irxr support of that
year's release, Cesaria Evora, which was a gold record in
France and reached number seven on Portugal’s charts.
Her popular success has been reinforced by critical and
peer recognition. In 1996 Cesaria Evora was nominated fora
Grammy Award in the United States as best world music
album. In addition, at the 1997 KORA All Africa- Music
Awards, Evora received the Jadges Merit Award, best artisi—
from West Africa Award, and best African-atburn. A regular
performer at world music festivals, Evora has opened for
pop music acts such as Natalie Merchant and counts pop
star Madonna as a fan. In 2000 she sang at Carnegie Hall in
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New York atajazz festlval sﬁanng the bill with Cassandra
Wilson. Among her more recent studio work are Sdo Vicente
di Longe (2001), Voz d’Amor (2003), and Rogamar (2006). Live
D’Amor, recorded in Paris, was released in 2004.

Even after reaching global stardom, Evora has chosen to
remain in Cape Verde with her mother and her childrerrand
grandchiidren (three times divorced, Evora has vowed
mever to marry again). “I wasn’t astonished by Europe,”
she said, “and I was never that impressed by the speed and
grandeur of meodern America. I only regret my success-kas
taken so long to achieve.”

KATE TUTTLE

Ewe

-Ethnic group of coastal West Africa, whose approx'mately

four miilion members inhabit scutheastern Ghana,
southern Togo, and adjacent parts of Benin.

The broad Ewe grouping comprises a number of “clans” or
ethnic subgroups, all speaking languages of the Niger-
Congo ‘family but each with its own history and specific
customs. These subgroups include the Anlo of GHANA,
and in Togo the Ouatchi, MINA, ADJA, and so-called
Brazilians, a group with diverse origins (inciuding freed
slaves) who settled on the coastas traders during the early
nineteenth century. The Ewe are the largest ethnic group in
Togo, and they dominate the country economically. The
Ewe are-closely related to the Fon of BENIN, but are
distinguished by their historical resistance to states_such
as the Fon-dominated kingdom of Dahomey.

The early history of the Ewe is little known. According to
oral tradition, they began a gradual westward migration
from Oyo, in the YORUBA region of modern NIGERIA, in
the thirteenth century c.E. However, archaeclogical evidence
suggests a longer continuous presence in the Ewe heartland
of southern Togo. One theory suggests that this tradition
may have arisen during the eighteenth_century, when Oyo
dominated DAHOMEY and neighbaring parts of present-day
Togo. Another theory proposes that Yoruba migrants may
have at one point achieved cultural hegemony over the indi-
genous population of the Ewe region.

>ral tradition tells of the Ewe’s flight from a brutal
seventeenth-century tyrant, King Agokoli of Notsé. This
experience may have shaped the Ewe group’s long-stand-
ing opposition to strong leaders, and- hindered state
formation. Although the precolonial Anlo Ewe of present-
day Ghana formed a regional confederacy of kinship
groups, all acknowledging the primacy of a chief priest,
most Ewe remained in small local polities: In these polities. -
the power of hereditary chiefs was tempered by the author-
ity of lineage patriarchs, and by local assemblies of male
and female elders. Lacking a centralized state, the precolo-
nial Ewe also lacked a strong sense of group identity.

S5 456G ~455
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at Boutlimit, then the elite Sons of Chiefs’ School in

Senegal. At that time both Mauritania and SENEGAL were
part of the French colony of FRENCH WEST AFRICA.
Daddah graduated in 1940 _and worked as an interpreter
for the French colonial administration, then resumed his
education in Paris, completing courses injzw and Arabic
~studies. Mauritania became a French overseas territory in
1946. In 1957, while practicing law in DAKAR, SENEGAL,
Daddah was elected to the territoral legislature and
appointed to the executive council. In 1958-he-was elected
. secretary-general of the Parti du Regroupement Mauritanien
(PRM) and the following year Daddah was elected president
of Mauritania’s first National Assembly. He served as head
of state following full independence in Augustrgﬁo and was
elected"Mauritania’s first president in 1g6z.

Daddah was reelected to three more ﬁve—year terms and
oversaw Mauritania’s transition to a one-party ‘state in
1964, integrating all political parties as part of the PRM.
He spearheaded Mauritania’s move toward a North African
and Arab alliance by severing relations with the United
States during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war and securing
Mauritazia’s membership in the Arab League in October
1973. He also declared Arabic the official language of
instructien and commierce. These moves were met with
resistance by the nation’s black African minority. In 1973
Daddah also replaced the French franc with the
Mauritanian ouguiya as the official currency.

In 1976 Daddah tried to annex the southern portion
of neighboring WESTERN SAHARA. A mationalist group
in Western Sahara known as POLISARIO FRONT
resisted the occupation of their land and steadily foughr
back the Mauritanian army. The war, unpopular with
Mauritanians of both Arab and African descent, drained
the national budget-and eventually led to the bloodless
military coup that deposed Daddah in July 1678. He was
detained and later exiled to France, but was granted
amnesty in December 1584, returned to Mauritania and
supported opposition politics. Moktar Daddak died in
Paris in 2003, and his son, Ahmed Ould Daddah, who
has been arrested several times by the government, is
currently a major opposition leader in Mauritania.

See also COLONIAE RULE..

Dafi
Ethnic group of West Africa; also known as the Dafing and
the Southern Marka.
The Dafi primarily inhabit MALI and BURKINA FASO. They
speak a MANDE language. Approximately 200,000 people
consider themselves Dafi.

See also LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN OVERVIEW:-

DAGOMBA 335-2%

Dagari
Ethnic group of West Africa; also known as Dagara,
Dagaba, and Dagati.
The Dagari inhabit primarily northeastern GHANA and
southern BURKINA EAso. They spezk a Niger-Congo lan-
guage and-belong to the Molé-Dagbane cultural and lin-

guistic group. Approximately 700,000 peapl sider
themselves Dagari. Eﬁ eﬁlﬂ’in :

See also LANGUAGr_s AFRICAN: AN OVERVIEW.

Goqa (61005 ()

Dagomba SO "
Ethnic groupof northeastem Ghana and adjacent parts of
Togo; also-known as Dagbamba.
The Dagomba speak Dagbane, a language belonging
to the Gur subgroup of the Niger-Congo languages.
Anthropologists believe that the Dagomba people arose
when migrant horsemen, who arrived from the northeast,
conquered indigenous Gur speakers around the fourteenth

~century C.E. These indigenous people farmed grains such
as millet, raised cattle, and smelted IroN. They. acknowl-
edged the-authority of tindamba, or earth priests. The
conquerors adepted the language of their subjects, and
ruled as an aristocratic caste. :

Oral accounts state that a noble warrior, Nyagse, forged
the Dagomba into a nation by conquering villages and mas-
sacring their priests. Nyagse created a hierarchical state in
which power was won by competition but no man could rise
higher than his father; therefore, only the sons of the Ya-Na,
or paramount chief, could succeed him. A hierarchy of
chiefs, all subjects of the Ya-Na, ruled the Dagomba chief-
dom, known as Dagbon, but the indigenous tindamba allo-
cated land, played a role inapproving the appointment of
chiefs, and maintained their spiritual powers:

The expansion of the neighboring Gonja kingdom
during the sixteenth century drove the Dagomba out of
the western part of their homeland. The Dagomba con-
quered the KONKOMBA people to the east and built a
new capital, Yendi, in the conquered territory. In this
region, the Dagomba ruled the Konkomba as overlords.
Dagbon prospered by taxing the lucrative trade passing
through its territory. ‘HAUsA traders carried kola nuts,
geld, and, later, slaves from the forest region to the
south. They returned with goods such as salt from the
SAHARA and cloth manufactured in the Hausa states.
These traders also brought Islam to the Dagomba. The
Dagomba aristocracy has largely adopted Islam, but
much of the population continued to practice traditional
beliefs at the end of the twentieth century. Around 1745

" ASANTE conquered Dagbon, which had been weakened
by a war of succession. Asante required Dagbon to pay
tribute in slaves until 1874, when the British defeated

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299,




132 ARUSHA, TANZANIA

halfway point between Cairo, Egypt, and Cape Town, South
Afica, on the Great Northern Road. It has since become a
major manufacturing city and the terminus for a railroad to
the port cities-of Tanga, Tanzania, and Mombasa, Kenya. As
the country’s largest processing center of pyrethrum (a
source of insecticide), sisal, and coffee, Amsha is aiso
home to- factories producing plastics, radios, and
meerschaum pipes. In addition, the city caters to a thriving
tourist industty by serving as a gateway to nearby
SERENGET1 NATIONAL PARK and Arusha and Tarangire
national parks, as well as Ngorengero Crater, Mount
KILIMANTARO, and Olduvai Gorge. In politics, Arusha has
hosted a number of important events in Tanzania; such as
the 1967 Arusha Declaration by former Tanzanian president
Julius K., NYERERE, in which he outlined his vision of
Aftican socialism. Arusha is estimatedto havea population
-of approximately 270,000 pesple, with an ammual-growth
rate ef 11 percent.

Beginning in the mid-19gos Arusha received worldwide
attentiorrfor housing the International Criminal Tribunal
for RWANDA to try people responsible-for mass killings
there. Chosen for its neutral location by the United Nations
Security Council-and deemed suitable because it had pre-
viously hosted East African regional conferences and peace
talks, Arusha has since been-eriticized for its inaccessibili ty,
lack of adequate building space for the tribunal courts, and
unretiable commuiication and electrical systems. As the
tribunai has proce':eded, however, Arusha officials have
received funding to improve facilities and services.

P AR B R T ELIZABETH HEATH

Ethnic group of Ethispia, also-known as the Arisi, the
-Arssi, and the Arsi _

The Arusi primarily inhabit Bale Province. in ETHIOPIA. .

They speak an Afro-Asiatic language and belong to the
OromMoO cultural and linguistic group. Approximately
300,000 peop{e consider themselves-Arusi.

Asante Y -

Dominant ethnic group of a powerful nineteenth-century
empire and today cneof the leading ethnic groups of
Ghana.

The Asante are members of the AKAN cluster of ethnic
-groups. Their language, variously known as Asante or
Twi, is also-often called Akan, but is actually one of a
number of separate Akan languages, all of which belong
to the Kwa subgroup of the Niger-Congo language
family. The Asante are often considered the custodians
of the nation’s culture because of the power, artstic
splendor, and duration of their empire, which covered
nearly all of present-day Guana by 1800. Today the

5.

Asante number more than five million, or some 28 per-
cent of the total population of Ghana. -

Asante oral accounts of the group’s origin vary.
According to one account, their ancestors are descended
from the rulers of the ancient GHANA empire, far to the
north in present-day Mali and Mauritania. This account
forms the basis for the name of the modern nation. Other
accounts claim that their ancestors emerged from the
ground in their present homeland. Linguistic and archae-
ological-evidence suggests that ancestors of the Asante

-have lived in their present homeland for at least 2,000
years. With the expansion of gold production and trade
in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, kingships began
to emerge amaong thre Akan. The further expansion of trade
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, following the
arrival of Europeans along the coast, spurred the develop-
ment of powerfuj states in the Asante region. By the early
seventeenth century, the Denkyira kingdom had conquered
the independent Asante clans.

The political, military, and spiritual foundations of the
Asante ndtion date to the first Asante king; Oser Tutu. He
forged the Asante Union by bringing together several sub-
groups from roughly 1670 to the 16g0s. He also built a
capital, Kumiast, created the legend of the GorLpeN
STOOL to legitimize his rule, and began celebrating the
Odwira, or yam festival, as a symbol -of national unity.
From 1698 to 1701, the united Asante army-defeatéd the
Denkyira people. Over the course of the eighteenth century,
Asante conquered most of the surrounding peoples, includ-
ing the DAGOMBA.

By the early nineteenth century, Asante territory covered
nearly all of present-day Ghana, including the coast, where
the Asante could trade directly with the British. In
exchange for guns and other European goods, the Asante
sold gold and slaves, usually either captured in war or
accepted as tribute from conquered peoples. As they pros-
pered, Asante culture flourished. They became famous for
gold and brass craftsmanship, wood carving, furniture,
and brightly colored woven cloth, called kente. Although
the Asante maintained traditional beliefs, Muslim traders
and Christian missionaries wom some converts among
tirem to. their respective religions.

During the nineteenth century, Asante fought several wars
with the British, who sought to eliminate the siave trade and
expand their control in the region. A series of defeats at the
hands of the British gradually weakened and reduced the
territory of the Asante kingdom. After nearly a century of
resistance to British power, Asante was finally declared a
crown celony in 1go2 following the uprising known as the
Third British-Asante War, or the Yaa Asantewa War.

Before long, however, Asante reemerged to contribute
to the nationalist movement that would help shape modern

(372-137
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Aidoo, Ama Ata

1942~

Ghanaian writer whose-plays, noveis; and poetry examine
the traditional roles assigned-to African women.
Christina Ama Ata Aidoo was borzn in Abeadzi Kyiakor,
GHANA, into a FANTE family she once characterized as
“a long line-offighters.” Encouragedby her liberal-minded
father, Aidoe-pursued an English degree at the University
of Ghana in Legon. As a student, she won a short-story
prize, but her interests centered on-drama as a means of
bringing -to life the rich oral traditions of the Fante. She
worked closely with leading Ghanaian dramatist Ffua
Sutherland and became familiar with a Fante dramatic

style that blossomed.in the1930s.

Aidoa’s first play, The Dilemma of a Ghost, was staged in
1964 by the Student’s Theatre at the University of Ghana.
With this play, Aidoo earned her lasting reputation 4s a
writer who examines the traditional African roles of wife
and mother. The play, like-many of her later works, also
demonstrated herwillingness to grapple with.complex and
controversial issues. The Dilemma of a Ghost tells the story of
a-African man who returns to-his village from abroad with
his African American wife. While the young wife struggles
as an outsider among the village women, her Westernized
husband attempts-to reconcile his inherited traditions with
his adopted v1ev' s. Ultimately, the wife bears the brunt of
the couple’s decisions, particularly the decision not to have
children: Critics of the play noted Aidoo’ s»compellmg
portrayal of relationships between women.

After receiving a creative writing fellowship at Stanford
University in California, Aidoo spent two years &aveling.
Her next play, Anowa (1970), reworked a traditional legend
she had learned as a-song from her mother, Set in-the late
nineteenth century, Anowa tells the story of a strong-willed
woman who- refuses an arranged marriage and instead
marries a man of her choice who later makes her
miserable. As Anowa's husband becomes a slaveholder,
the play also confronts the fact of African participation in
the transatlantic slave trade. Speaking about Anowa in an
interview, Aidoo cited the importance of dealing with the
uncomfortable history of African slavery as a key to resol-
ving Africa’s future.

Aidoo’s next work, No Sweetness Here (1g70), is a collec-
tion of short stories that undertook a number of compli-
cated themes, including the divide between men and
women and between rural and urban societies. In these
stories, Aidoo brought a sense of the oral to the written
word through the use of elements such as African idioms.

. Aidoo described her Our Sister Killjoy; or Reflections from a
Black-Eyed Squint (rg77)} as fiction in four episodes. In
this dense work, Aidoo used an experimental form, inter-
spersing the prose narrative with poetry. The story follows
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a young African woman as she travels from Africa to
Europe in the late 1960s, reflecting on the different yet
intertwined histories of the two continents. In Our Sister
Killisy, which examines underdevelopment, racism, and
the-exoticizing of Africans and includes a scene in which
the main character rejects the sexual advances of a white
woman, Aideo again showed a willingness to -deal with
controversial issues.

In 1982 Aidoo was appointed Ghana’s- minister of
educatien. She left the country a year later for Zimbabwe,
where she continued to teach as well as write peems, which
were ptiblished in the collection Someone Talking to Sometime
(x985), and two children’s-books.

The rg91 novel Changes explores the possibilities of self-
determination for contemporary women. The story nar-
rates a2 weman’s experience of a polygamous marriage
and “her ultimate decision to leave her husband.. For
Aidoo, who once proclaimed that, given the seriousness
of Africa’s political-problems, she could not imagine her-
self writing something so frivalous as an ‘African love story,
the novel was a realization that “love or the workings of
love is also political.” It later won her the Commonwealth
Writers Prize for African writers. She followed this novel
with a second volume of poetry, An Angry Letter in Jonuary
(199z), and a short-story collection, The Girl Who Can and
QOther Stories (1g97). It 2005 she was given the Millenium
Award for Literary Excellence by Ghana’s. Excellence
Awards Foundation. During the late 2000s, Aidoo served
as visiting professor of Africana studies and creative writ-
ing at-Brown University.

See alsa F1cTION, ENGLISH-LANGUAGE, IN AFRICA;
POETRY, AFRICAN.
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Cluster of ethnic groups livingin southrern Ghana and
adjacent parts of Céte d’tvoire and Togo.

The broad Akan grouping includes a number of separate
ethnic groups. The Akan speak a group of closely related
languages belonging to .the Kwa branch ef the Niger-
Congo family. The Akan peoples share several cultural
traits, but each has its own history and customs. In modern
Ghana, the term Akan also refers to the country’s most
widely spoken indigenous language—also known as Twi—
which is shared by the ASANTE, the FANTE, -and several
other Ghanaian peoples. However, the “Akan” language of
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Abron

~ Ethnic group of West Africa, also known as Abrong, Bron,
Brong; Bono, and Tchaman.

The Abron inhabit the borderlands of COTE D'IVOIRE,
GHANA, and BURKINA Faso. They speak a Niger-Congo
language and are part of the Jarger AKAN cultural and
linguistic group. Their-ancestors, the Bono, founded the
first known Akan kingdom during the fourteenth century.

As of 2003 some 1,181,000 people identify themselves as

Abron.
DAVID P. JOHNSON, JR.

Abuja, Nigeria

Officiai capital of Nigeria.

The town of Abuja was founded by the Hausa Zazzua
dynasty and conquered by the FULANT during their early-
eighteenth-century jihad (holy war). Abuja is also home to
numerous smaller ethric groups, making it one of the
more ethnically “neutral” cities in NIGERIA. The 2006
census set the population at 778,567.

Relative ethnic parity was one of several reasons-that the
Nigerian government chose Abuja as the- capital. Other
factors included. its central” location—almost exactly in
the middle of the country—and its comfortable climate,
low population density, and potential for expansiox. Abuja
is located on the grassy, rolling Chukuku Hills, at an
elevation of 360 meters (1,180 feet).

Plans for Abuja’s developmentwere drafted in 1976, and
construction, slowed by Nigeria’s debt, took place over
several years. In 1691 Abuja officially replaced congested
Lagos as the capital. The city’s central zone contains gov-
ernment buildings, including the National Assembly, as

well as cultural institirtes; residental and commercial areas_

lie at the periphery. The Federal Capital Territory Ministry
has recently begun demolishing houses and buildings as
part of a development plan to sanitize Abuja.

Electricity from Shiroro Dam, seventy-four kilometers
(forty-six miles) to the southwest on the NIGER RIVER,
powers Abuja. Expressways connect the city to other parts
ef the country, and an airport services international flights.

See also URBANISM AND URBANIZATION IN AFRICA.
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Accra, Ghana

Capital, transportation hub, and Iargest c;t',t of Ghana

The political, economic, and cultural center of GHANA,
Accra occupies a fiat, level plain on the Atlantic coast.
Originally the site of several villages of the Ga people,
Accra developed after the Europeans established three for-
tified trading posts in the vicinity. In 1650 the Dutch built
Fort Crevecoeur, which was later renamed Ussher Fort. The

ACCRA, GHANA 5

Danes constructed Christiansborg Castle in 1661 at nearby -
Osu, while the British erected Fort James in 1673. Three
fowns, Danish Christiansborg (or Osu), the Dutch Accra (or .
Ussher Town), and the British Accra (or James Town),
developed around the forts as trade increased. Gradually
the entire area became known as Accra,a corruption of
nkran, the AKAN word for the black ants common in the
area. Accra quickly became an important center in the gold
and slave rades. During the eighteenth century traders from
ASANTE traveled to Accra to deal with Ga and European
coastai waders. The region developed a distinctive urban
and mercantile—and predominantly Ga—culture:

In 1850 the Danish relinquished their GeLp CoasT
possessions, including Christiansborg, to the British. The
Dutch leftin 1872. Accra became the capital of the-British
Gold Coast crown colony in 1877. The Accra Town Council
was formed in1898. During the 1920s, affer workers com-
pleted a rail line linking Accra to KUMASI and interior
cocoa-growing regions, the city’s commercial economy
expanded. By the 19305 Accra baasted polo Tields and a
number of British colonial governmental buildings. Gn
March 6, 1957, the Gold Coast becanre the independent

-pation of Ghana, with Accra its capital. Ghana’s first pre—

sident, Kwame NKRUMAH, declared Accra a city in 1g61. -
Today Accra is a sprawling metropolis with a popula-
tion of some. three million. Migrants from rural areas
continue to pour into Accra looking for work. If growth
remains unchecked, the World Bank predicts Accra's
population will soar to over four million by 2020.
Unplanned population growth has clogged streets and
increased water pollution and sanitation problems. Since
many -pecple are unable to find employment, more than
halfof Accra’s residents live below the World Bank’s abso-
lute peverty threshold. Impoverished shantytowns contrast
with the skyscrapers of the city’s commercial center.
Subsistence farming makes up the most substantial
part—some 36 percent of the GDP—of the local economy.
One-third of Ghana’s manufacturing takes place in or
near Accra. Industries include auto assembly plants, food-
processing facilities, distilleries, breweries, textile manu-
facturing, lumber exporting, and aluminum plants. A
hydroelectric dam nearby provides electricity. Three
major markets provide food and other goods. Accra has
an international airport, while railroads and paved roads
link it with Ghana’s interior. The city is also home to many
technology companies. Experts believe that if the govern-
ment and business community provide enough infrastruc-
ture support, Accra could become the information and
communication technology center of Africa.
Christiansborg Castle, sometimes called Osu Castle
after the section of Accra it is located in, is now the seat
of government. Pan-African leaders W. E. B. Du Bois and

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I,
Gates, Jr.,

edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299.




462 FANON, FRANTZ

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Bulhan, Hussein Abdilahi. Frantz Fanon and the Psychology of
Oppression. Plenum Press, 198s.
_Hansen, Emmanuel. Frantz Fanon: Social and Political Thought. Ohio
State University Press, 1977.

Gona, éw O71004 Aﬁj T :\’:VVFT?CHARD WATTS

Cormmas

“Fante

Ethmic group-of central Ghana.
Moreé than two million people consider themselves Fante,
miaking them one ef the larger ethnic groups in GHANA.
The Fante are part of the AxaN cultural and linguistic
family (along with the ASANTE; Brong, and other groups),
and as do other Akan-peoples, they-speak a language in the
Kwa branch of the Niger-Congo Ianguage family.

There is some difference of opinion about the origins of
the modern Fante. Oral tradition holds that the original
Fante jmmigrated south to their current location from
what is now the Brong-Ahafo region of central Ghana.
The Fante settled in anarea roughly bounded by the Pra
and Volta river deltas, living along the coastline and as-far
as seventy kilometers (forty miles) inland. Although when
the Fante arrived is not clear, they were well established
there by the tinre the first Europeans contacted the-coast in
the late fifteenth century. The Fante probably established
themselves through a combination of conquest and inter-
marriage- with the people already living-on the coast,
although they remaf‘gled but one of many groups living in
small, independent states. While most Fante made their
living as fishers or farmers, some became powerful tra-
ders, acting as intermediaries in the GOLD TRADE between
the Europeans and the neighboring Asante. The Fante
political structure was mostly decentralized, although
nominally united iinder a braffo, or paramount ruler,

with a council of elders acting as decision makers and -

adjudicators of disputes.

Threughout the eighteenth century, the Fante expanded
their territory. They conguered some neighboring peoples
and made treaties with others in what some historians
believe was an attempt to maintain their position as bro-
kers of the transatlantic slave irade. But they could not
overcome the powerful Asante, their neighbors to the
east, who finally overthrew the Fante in the early nine-
teenth century.

The Fante regained their independence when the
British, their allies in trade for centuries, proclaimed a
treaty granting Fante autonomy in 1831. The alliance
-broke down a few decades later, as the Fante and other
groups-objected to increasing oppression by the British.
They formed the Fante Counfederation in 1868, which
included the Fante, the Denkyera, and other coastal peo-
ples. Never a stable entity, the Fante  Confederation

was declared the GoLp CoasT crown colony by the
British in 1874. N

The Fante are considered one of the more Westernized
ethnic groups in West Africa, perhaps because of their long
association with the British and other European groups..
Most today are Christiaz= Farming is an important eco-
nomic activity, especially the cultivation of yams, cassava,
and plantains. Some Fante also work in the fishing and
timber industries. Probably the best-known modern Fante
is United Nations Secretary General Kofi ANNAN.

As with other Akan groups, Fante social structure places
primary importance on matrilineal descent (that-is, family
ties to the mother’s side) in terms of kinship and group
identity. The various Akan groups commonly believe that
all people belong to one of eight mmusua (abusua is the
singular term) matrilineal kinship groups, each of which
breaks down into several smaller units. Other aspects of an
individual’s identity, including membershipin an asofo, or
military association, are inherited through the father’s side
of the family. Beyond their military purpose, asofo groups
also piay religious and political roles in Fante-society.

See also LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN OVERVIEW-

Farah, Nuruddin

1945~ .
Contemporary writer from Somalia.
Nuruddin Farah was-born in Baidoa, SOMALIA. As the son
of Aleeli Faduma, a woman considered a master of Somali
oral poetry, Farah was born into an artistic tradition of
language. Unlike his mother, however, fre found his own
expression in the foreign tongue of English, on the written
page, and in a location far from his home country. With a
-nonlinear, comrplicated prose style inflzenced by Western
modernist and contemporary Indian writing as well as by
Somali oral tradition, Farah has developed a distinct voice
in contemporary English-language African literature.

Farah’s education brought him first to the capital city of
MQGADISHU, then to England, and finally to Punjab
University in Chandigarh, India, where he received his
B.A. degree in 1g9y0. By this time, he had already published
the novella Why Die So Soon? (1965) and written his first
novei; From a Crooked Rib (1970). Centering on the journey of
a woman frem her small village to Mogadishu, the novel
depicted the different worlds that existed within the nation
of Somalia. With his complex treatment of gender, parti-
cularly his perceptive representation-of female characters,
Farah initiated-an exploration of female and male identities
that would characterize his fictional work.

Meanwhile, events back in Somalia prompted a shift in
Parah’s focus. In 1969 Mohamed SiaAD BARRE staged a
coup d’érat and established a military dictatorship. In
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Ethnic group of southeastern Ghana. D3ro0s1
Indigenous inhabitants of Ghana’s coast, the Ga-are oneof
the major ethnic groups of GHANA and the founders of the

capital city of ACCRA. They speak a language -of the Kwa

branch of the Niger-Congo language family and are closely
related to the neighboring ADANGBE, who speak a similar
language. » .

Legend states that the Ga people arrived from the east,
in a series of land and sea migrations, before the four-
. teenth century; however, linguistic and archaeologica!l evi-
dence suggests that the ancestors of the Ga occupied their
present homeland formore-than a thousand years. In the
Ga language, the name Ga refers botirto the Ga people and
to the city of Accra.
~ Before the arrival of Europeans, the-Ga lived in-viliages
. -along the coast, where they fished, and inland, where they
" cultivated root crops, oil patms, and plantains. Coastal Ga.
traded fish with inland Ga for agricultural products. ‘Men
fished and raised crops-while women dominated trade.
+ Villages were organized by kinship ties. Each village was
divided into seven residences, or akutsei, which were in turn
- divided into smaller kinship units, called we. Each of the
. seven ‘akutsei had a chief, who wielded limited power.
Priests, _called wulomei, exercised authority over the Ga.
Wulomel maintain considerable influence today, even
though the Ga are now largely Christian. Village elders also
held significant influence.

As a patrilineal society, a Ga individual’s social rank and
condition usually depended upon his or her father’s posi-
- ton. However, girls could inherit property from their

‘_mother and married adults often continued to live with
» their parents, a pattern that still persists. Agricultural and
‘ ﬁshing cycles, as well as the forces of nature, held promi-
- nent places in Ga worship. Boys-underwent ritual circum-
: cision. Funerals were the most elaborate rite of passage.

»© With the arrival of the Portuguese in the fifteenth cen-
- tury, the trade in gold from the AXAN homeland to the
- north shifted toward the coast. Subsequently, Akan peo-
;..ples sought to extend control over the Ga as a means of
Securing direct access to trade opportunities. Probably in

.7 Ekim 200

order tc defend themselves, the Ga adopted centralized
kingships modeled after those of the Akan. Like Akan
kingships, the main Ga towns—Accra, Osu, Labadi,
Teshi, Nungua, and Tema—each heid stools, which sym-
bolized unity and pewer. Okai Koi, who ruled from about
1610-to 1660, extended his rule over all Ga territory and-
fought the Akwamu, an Akan people. Okai Koi committed
suicide in 1660 after suffering defeat by the Akwamu. By
1680 the Akwamu had incorporated the Ga as a vassal state.

~with the construction of several forts-in and around
Accra beginning in 16590, the Europeans gradually caree to
dominate the coast. Accra quickly became a major gold-
trading and slave-trading center. Many inland Ga moved to
the coast for economic opportiumities

As the city of Accra expanded during the colonial era
and after independence, increasing numbers of Ga settled
in the city and its environs. Asa result, the Ga are today one
of the most urbanized peoples of West Africa. In the 199os
Ga represented roughly half the population of metropoli-
tan Accra, and Ga was the main everyday language of the
city. Many Ga work as laborers, traders, and government
officials. Reliable population estimates are difficult to
obtain. Some sources place the number of Ga at arcund
600,000, while others have it as high as 1.6 million.

See aiss GOLD TRADE; LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN
OVERVIEW.
DAVID P. JOHNSON, JR.

Gabon

Coastal country in Central Africa, bordered by Equatorial
Guinea, Cameroon, and Republic of the Congo.

Densely forested and rich in natural resources, Gaboir has
one of Aftica’s strongest economies. Gabon suffered less
from the-slave trade than other areas along Africa’s Atlantic
coast. However, French settlers, commercial enterprises, and
colonial administrators irreversibly transformed its economy
and society in the nineteenth century. The French created a
two-tiered society, with a small elite loyal to French political
and commercial interests and a poor, disenfranchised,

. majority. The leaders of independent Gabon have preserved

and maintained this division. At the head of Gabon’s elite is

497
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514 GERIMA, HAILE

experiment with film. Gerima returned to Ethiopia in 1974
to filmi Harvest: 3,000 Years, his first full-length film and the
only one of his works to be shot in Africa. Although famine
and the recent military overthrow of Emperor Haile
Selassie I placed severe restrictions on the film crew, the
final result was a sophisticated examinaton, through the
story of a village that finally overthrows its feudal landiord,
of the centuries-old oppression of the Ethiopian-peasantry.
The film was well received-on the international film circuit
and won the 1976 Oscar'Micheaux Award for Best Feature
Film from the Black Filmmakers Hall of Fame. Since
Harvest, the majority of Gerima’s film projects have exam-
ined problems facing African Americans. Although he is
Ethiopia’s best-known film director, ke has spent most of
his career in the United States. In 1976 he released Bush
Mama, a black-and-white fiim about the political awaken-
ing of a black-welfare mother. That same. year Gerima
joined the faculty of Howard University in Washington,
D.C. In 1977 he released a documentary on the court case
of the Wilmington Ten—nine African American men_and
one white woman who-were convicted efarson and con-
spiracy in North Carolina in-1g72: A federal appeals court
overturned the convictions in 1g8¢: Gerima made the film,
titled Wilmington 10-USA 10,000, with the help-of students
at Howard University and volunteers from the local com-
munity. In 1982 he finished Ashes and Embers,.a story about
African Americanveterans of the Viemam War, and in 1985
he released After Wnter Sterling Brown, 2-documentary about
Aftican Americary poet Sterling Allen Brown. His recernt
worlks include Sankofa (1994), a film about a fashion model
possessed by spirits who take her into the past, Adwa: An-
African Victory (1999), a documentary about the 1896 victory
of Ethiopians in the town of Adwa over Italian invaders, and

Teza, a film abéut a-student who returns to his native.

Ethiopia only to find it embroiled in a period of political
turmoil and violent repression. Although Gerima has lived
and worked in the United States since 1969, he maintains
close ties with other African film directors. An active mem-
ber of the FEDERATION PANAFRICAINE DES CINEASTES
and the Comité Afticain des Cinéastes, Gerima has also
coordinated several colloquiums and meetings of African
film directors in the United States. In addition, Gerima’s
own studio, Myphbeduh Films, Inc., is one of the leading
distributors of films by Africans and African Americans in
the United. States.

See also FILM, AFRICAN.
ELIZABETH HEATH

German East Africa
Former name for the mainland of present-day Tanzania.
See TANZANTA.

Ghana ( 0 ?i

German Southwest Africa

Former name of Namibia.
See NAMIBIA.

7

Coastal West African country berdered by Togo to the
east, Burkina Faso to the morth, and Céte d'lvoire to the
west..

Known as the-GoLD CoAsT until it-achievedindependence
in 1957, the area thatis now Ghana was one of the richest
in Africa before its conquest by the British. By the early
1800s the wealthy and powerful AsaxrrE empire controlled
most of the country’s modern territory. During the colonial
period, Ghanaians led the struggle against British coloni-
alismn.. As the first European colony south of the Sahara to

-gain ihdependence, Ghana inspired nationalist move-

ments throughout Africa and the world. Yet despite its
wealth and prond traditions, Ghana, like other African
countries, hasﬂ:rug gled with persistent poverty, mounting

debt, ‘and political instability and repression. The
AFRICAN.SOCIALISM espoused by its independence lea-

der, KWAME NKRUMAH, brought political and economic

disaster. In recent years, the country has seen economic
recovery and democratization, but a dependence on for-
eign capiral still keeps Ghana from reclziming its former
power .and prosperity. ‘

“EARLY HISTORY

Archaeological evidence demonstrates a human presence
in modern Ghana for at least the past 35,000 years.
Agriculture reached the region by 2000 B.C.E., and iron
production began by the first century C.E. A mix of
PAsTORALISM and cereal cultivation has-predominated in
the northern savanna region, while the cultivation of roots,
tubers, and palm tree crops, supplemented by hunting and
fishing, has prevailed in the southern forest zone.

Many Ghanaian ethnic groups have waditions of migra-
tion from outside the region before the arrival of Europeans.
For example, the DacoMBa supposedly came from the
northeast, while both the GA and EwE have traditions of
an origin to the east. The name Ghana refers to an ancient
empire centered in modern MALI and MAURITANYA whose
descendants, according to legend, migrated to modern
Ghana after the empire collapsed in the thirteenth century.
Archaeological and lingtiistic evidence suggests, however,
that existing groups have continuously inhabited the coun-
try for at least 2,000 years. Traditions of miigration may refer
to relatively small groups of newcomers who achieved hege-
mony over existing populations,

Traditionally, lineages, or clans, have held land com-
munally and commanded the loyalty of their members. The
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3082 / Ghadamés

Reste 4 dire que 'usage qui est fait de I'écriture des comptes d’eau par le
moyen de ces signes demeure bien vivant. Le dépositaire du Registre d’eau doit
fréquemn}ent lire ces signes et écrire les titres nouveaux de propriété. I fournir
4 chaque gérant dg canal un relevé en chiffres des parts des ayants droit. Chaque
propriétaire a le soyci de commander le relevé chiffré de ses droits, qui lui est
donné 4 ses frais, sur feuille séparée, Le gérant a lui-mé&me pour 'aider dans sa
charge un secrétaire qui doit tenit sur registre Ja comptabilicé déraillée de la
consommation d’eau par les usagers de chaque jour et de chaque nuit. Ces
quelques indications font apparaime la fréquence d’usage de chiffres qui restent
un instrument bier, adapté au régime économique traditionne] dont vit ce petit
monde enfetmé dans s4 palmeraie.

J. LaNrrY
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Nom donpé au premier Etat du Soudan nigérien et 4 sa capitale située vrai-

. semblablerhent & 'emplacement de Koumbi-Saleh, dans le sud de la Maurita-

nie. Ghana fut la capirale du plus ancien Etat négro-africain. La premiére men-
tion du Ghana remonte avant 800, sous la plu'}nc d’Al Fazari, ’'astronome. Au
moment de sa plug grande expansion le royaume §’étendait du Tagant, au nord-
ocuest, au delta intérieur du Niger ATest.
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L'Bmpire de Ghana & son apogée (déb\’xt du XI* si
comparé 4 Phabirat actuel des Sarakolé (d'aprés R, Mauny).

fortune de ce royaume reposait sur abondance de l’9r qpi “poussait dans
leIs‘:blg cormnme des cgrottcs” (Ibn al Fakih al Hummadjum, Kirab el Buldan, V1,
87) ; plus sérieux, Ibn Hawkal écrit, en 977) que le I‘,’j de Gl‘iana est le souve-
rain le plus riche de la terre en raison des mines d’or qu il contrdle dans son pays.

Les premiers siécles de histoire du thna sont occupés par 1.es %uttgs entre
les Blancs, qui auraient donné 44 souveraing au pays, et les Somn}ces. eux-ci
rénssissent, sous le commandement de Kaya Maghin Cissé, premier soukvc'raxln
noir du Ghana, & chasser les Blancs jusque dans le Tagant. Mais dés le X' sxf_Ec e
la pression des Berbéres Sanhadja est suffisamment forte pour que se constitue
PEtat vassal &’ Awdagost (voir Aoudagost*, A 238, EB,,t. VI, p. 798-803).

Bl Bekri est notre meilleure souree, bien qu’il n’a%t pas visité le pays. Tl donne
nne bonne description de la ville de Ghana, 4 la veille de sa desu'uc‘u.ox’l par }es
Almoravides d’Abou Bekr, en 1077. Aprés un bref retour la Prospérie, laville
fut 4 nouvean dérruire, définiivement, par les Soundiata du Mali, v.crs 1{240.

Cermins auteurs (. Vidal, Ch. Monteil) mettent en doute l’i.denuﬂcanon de
Ghana a la ville de Koumbi-Saleh. Tout en gardalnt une ﬁt!i_ltudc prudente,
R. Mauny a apporté des arguments de ppids, appuyés sur plusieurs campagnes
de fouilles, en faveur de cette identification. .

EI Belai nous renseigne sur importance etla n'chess.e dela ville‘ qui est const-
tuée de deux agglomérations distinctes, construites en pierres : la cité musm:;naue,
qui ne comptait pas moins de douze mosquées, et la cité royale dont les environs
éraient oceupés par des boisements d’od le nom de Rabah dOIU’.'lé A.cefte ci\px;
tale tenue par les animistes. Le Ghana, au moment de son apogée, vivait autan
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in a jocal park. Their theme: A clean environment
staris with me.

Ini Arizona, volunteers joined their local health
food grocers and participated in community festi-
vals {0 raise awareness of organic farming and our
conssctedness to the Earth.

’ In{Bangalore, India, hundreds of volunteers took
on tly4 task of cleaning up a 15-kilometer stretch of
higkifay as well as offering free development work-
shop! to thousands of local villagers in the area as
part é?f the clean-up project.

‘1

I
These examples demonstrate the Foundation's unique
émphas%s on combining service and environmental
responsibility as a spiritual and values-based solution to
global shstainability.

The real revolution in planetary development will come
only when we make the expansion of the consciousness
of the in dividual the basis for sustainable community and
environjaental development. This approach helps us to tap
our own deeper resources of joy and strength, enabling
us to mbve beyond limiting concepts-of self and other,
into a larger sense of our mutual interdependence and
belongixngness. With this awareness we move naturaily
into taking resf)qnsibility for the effects of our actions and
the needs of the larger community. As more and more
people move into this deeper sense of connected aware-
ness, then recognition of the Earth as a living being — and
our interdependence with it ~ will follow naturally. That is
the Art of Living.

: John Osborne

Further Reading

Sri S Iﬁavi Shankar. Celebrating Silence. 2002. {Available
at Alt of Living Books and Tapes, on the Art of Living
website). )

See alsp: Breathwork; Hinduism; Re-Earthing; United

Nations’“Earth Summits”; Yoga and Ecology.

Asanf{ Religion (Gharia)

Like all|African traditional religions, Asante religion is
based oi some firm pillars. It consists in the belief of
Onyankgpon, who can be described as a creator God,
responsﬁi;le for everybody and everything in the universe,
on Earth and under the Earth. He is eternal, loving, good
and jusA;However, he is described more in terms of what
he doesifor his creatures, especially human beings, than
what he‘%is in hitoself.

He is Provider of Life {Oboadee), the Giver of the Sun
(Amowia), the Giver of Water (Totrobonsi), the Comfort
of the Afflicted (Abomubuafre), the Grandfather (Nana,
the All*Knowing (Birekyirehunade), the Self-Loading

h

{Atoapoma), etc. He is the central reality of Asante.

religion. He is dependable (Twereduainpon). )

He has created myriad spirits, some of them essentially
good, others essentially malignant. Some of these spirits
remain in their natural habitat (the forest and the wild)
while others are domesticated and worshipped. The
domesticated spirits are good; they are generically known
as abosom (singular obosom) but each one has its own
specific name, like osboo, mmee, hunuhata. It is not only the
domesticated spirits, however, that are worshipped. Some
also are worshipped in their natural dwelling places such
as mountains, trees, rivers. They are obviously not the
visible object one sees but the invisible part of that object.

These tutelary spirits are good to human beings. They
bless human beings spiritually and physically; they pre-
vent diseases, death and calamity in general; they divine
the future; they protect their adherents from danger,
both spiritual and physical. They can be male or female.
They have a well-developed priesthood but the sex of the
minister does not depend on the gender of the spirit. In
other words, both priestesses and priests serve spirits that
are supposed to be male and they equally serve spirits that
are supposed to be female. They provide medicine against
diseases. They also act against the evil spirits.

They represent Onyankopon as his children and super-
intendents and they reflect aspects of Onyankopon such
as creativity, wisdom and truth. There are also abosom for
functions regularly performed by human beings such as
hunting, farming and fishing.

These abosom apart, we also have spirits that have been
human before. Ancestors (Nananom nsamamfoo; singular:
Nana saman) form an important part of Asante religion.
To be an ancestor, one must have died; one must have
been an adult before death. Adulthood here is almost
synonymous with marriage. One must have died a natural
death. Death resulting from an unclean disease like leprosy
and a tragic event such as accidentally being shot, during
childbirth, suicide, accusation of witchcraft (bayie),
debars a person from being regarded as an ancestor. One
who fails to satisfy any of these conditions can only roam
about as a frightful ghost (samantwentwen), whom people
dread.

The royal ancestors, namely those who have been heads
of clans or village communities or district communities,

paramount chiefs, and the Xing of Asante (Asantehiene) are ‘

accorded special honor. Honor can be given to the ancestors
in many ways. Children are named after them; when one
is eating, one must put a morsel of the food on the ground
and pour a little water for the ancestors. Libations are
poured to the ancestors and prayers are offered to them
but the most important and distinctive feature in ancestor
veneration is the institution of royal festivals in their
honor. Every chief celebrates one such festival every 42
days, 9 times a year. It is called Adee. In ancestor venera-
tion, the head of the group, be it the clan, the village
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Les étrangers d’Afrique de I’Quest 3
Lomé (Togo) : identification, visibilité et
citadinité. Réflexions au regard de la ville
d’Accra (Ghana)® : |

— C\Q/ck(,p\g

Amandine SPIRE

Cette thése ouvre des pistes de réflexion sur les interactions enfre
villes et étrangers, a la lumiére du contexte ouest-africain. Elle débute par
un constat : les étrangers originaires de ’espace de « libre circulation » de
la CEDEAO (Communauté Economique des Etats d’Afrique de I’Ouest)
sont nombreux & Lomé et Accra et pourtant peu visibles, en raison
notamment de I'absence de quartier ethnique. Malgré leur faible
visibilité, certains groupes étrangers ouest-africains sont paradoxalement
stigmatisés par les populations hétes en temps de crise. L’étude des
sociétés urbaines de Lomé et Accra remet en cause le paradigme de
’assimilation des migrants a la ville tel que congu dans la tradition
sociologique de Chicago. Dés lors, en s’appuyant sur les théories de
I’Ecole de Manchester et en déconstruisant le modéle de ’exode rural, on
proposera une approche dialectique et multiscalaire des liens entre
étrangers et villes : la ville modifie les identifications des migrants
etrangers qui, eux-mémes, transforment les espaces de la ville et la
citadinité, définie comme les maniéres d’étre propres a une ville (en
termes de pratiques et de représentations). Un des enjeux principaux de
cette thése consiste a souligner la complexité de 1a notion d’étranger dans
les villes d’Afrique de I’Ouest. La diversité des mobilités internationales
par les lieux et les temporalités convoqués, participe & brouiller les
visages des étrangers & Lomé et 4 Accra. Les étrangers n’appartiennent

" Thése de Doctorat en Géographie sous la direction de P. Gervais-Lambony, soutenue le
16 novembre 2009 a Paris. Université Paris-Ouest Nanterre-La Défense, Laboratoire
GECKO. '
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The Impact of Islam on
Medieval Ghana And Mali
(10 - 14th Century)

Amin Tawfig Tibi

i i i frica where until the 14th century,

This essay discusses the impact of Islam on West A v : ury,

two ancient)i&frican states - Ghana and Mali - flourl_shed: This area w1pqe§sed tfhlf/[ beghm'xg -

ing of the impact of Islamic civilization thanks primarily to the activities ol Maghribl
traders.

i i i concerning the history of the
abic sources are the only written sources aveglable to us 1
W?sl';ern Qudan in the Middle Ages, since the tribes of West Africa had not yet known

writing at the time.

The spread of Islam in Western Sudan served as a unifying factor among .the tribes of
the region. Islam contributed towards the solution of the problem of tribalism.

Ancient Ghana reached the zenith of its power in the 10th century and its prosperity
derived primarily from its control of the trans-Saharan gold trade.

iting i i - i hat the king of Ghana and most of
Writing in 1068 A.D., the Andalusian al-Bakri sayst i :
his sélbjegts were pagans and that the king was tolerant towards Muslims _for he pgrmltt}ed
them to have their own town and mosques and he depended upon Muslim functionaries
for the running of his administration.

To the west of Ghana lay Takrur on the lower course of the Senegal ri.ver.‘ The Tak‘ruri.s
were the first people in West Africa to embrace Islam and they were active in spreading it
among their neighbouring tribes.

From its inception, the Almoravid State was‘cha.racterized by the jihad an;i wai ai‘g‘;g
in the propagation of sunmi Islam and the eradication of heresies and pagasmsm.k n Lo76
A.D., the Almoravids conqguered pagan Ghana whose people, known as onépf fe, rere
converted to Islam and, through these itinerant traders (dyula), Islam was diffus

many areas of West Africa,

i f Mali, which flourished in the 13th and 14th centuries, l}ad as its nucleus
thér %j[:xﬁglgiges which inhabited the area lying between the upper Niger an}cll Senbeeg:;l1
basins. Mali’s history begins with Sundiata (d. 1255 A.D.) vyho appears t? Ma‘{f' cen
pagan at the outset of his reign but he soon adoptgd Islam. Until the decline o . a 151 the
15th century, its rulers (mansas) were all Muslims, and many of them performe

pilgrimage to Mecca.

The most famous ruler of Mali was Mansa Muga (r.13 12—}:337 A.D). Dun’ng hlxs éelgn&
Mali attained the zenith of its power and prosperity. Fo}lowmg Mansa M}llls? sce ior?oi 1
pilgrimage in 1324 A.D., Mali attracted a ho'st of Mushm trade}:s and ;fdo aII‘S W oc
tributed to its economic and cultural well-being -and to its architectural development.

i ished with Mamluk Egypt, Hafsid
hanks to Mansa Musa, close relations were estabhsh'e :
T uzigz and Marinid Morocco, with the result that Mali became an integral part of the
Muslim world.

The Moroccan traveller Ibn Battuta spent nine rr_xon’ghs in Mali in 135’2—3 A.D.and wag
impressed by the prevalence of public security a.nd)ustlce3 by the pe'ople s devout’ness an
piety, their strict performance of prayers and their zeal in memorizing the Qur’an.

255

This historical survey discusses the impact of Islam in an area which
lies at the southern periphery of the Maghrib, namely the Western Sudan
- the basins of the Niger and the Senegal - known as al-Sahil and al-
Hawd, in which until the fifteenth century two ancient African states,
Ghana and Mali, flourished. This area saw the beginning of the impact of
Islamic civilization after Arab rule in North Africa had been consolidated
at the beginning of the eighth century A.D. These Islamic influences con-
tinued to grow, thanks to the activities of Maghribi traders across the
Sahara. It was largely due to the activities and settlement of these traders
that Islam began to spread, initially among the Sahara tribes (Sanhaja al-
Sahra’) and then in those areas of the Western Sudan which they fre-
quented.

It is noteworthy that the Arabic sources - geographical books, travels
and biographical dictionaries - are the only literary sources available to us
concerning the history of the Western Sudan in the Middle Ages, since the
tribes of the Western Sudan had not yet known writing at that time.
These Arabic sources are, therefore, per se a great contribution to the
history of civilization. The most important of these sources, in
chronological order, are the works of Ibn Hawqal (10th century), Abu
Ubayd al-Bakri (11th century), al-Idrisi (12th century), Ibn Sa’id (13th
century), Ibn Battuta, al-Umari and Ibn Khaldun (14th century), al-
Qalgashandi (15th century), and al-Hasan al-Wazzan, better known as
Leo Africanus, (16th century). From among the Sudanese themselves, we
have ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sa’di, author of Tarikh al-sadan, and Mahmud
Ka’t (Ibn al-Mukhtar), author of Tarikh al-fattash (both of whom lived
in the 17th centrury), and the celebrated scholar and fagih Ahmed Baba
al-Tunbukti (late 16th and early 17th century), author of Nayl al-ibtihaj
bi tatriz al-dibaj. In addition, there are the biographical dictionaries, in
the compilation of which Maghribi and Andalusian scholars in particular
distinguished themselves, for these works contain valuable pieces of in-
formation about contacts made by Muslim traders in the Sudan.

It must be emphasized that Islam penetrated into most areas of the
Western Sudan not through military conquest but peacefully through the
influence of traders and nomadic groups from the Sahara who used to
frequent the fringes of the Western Sudan for trade and who set up sta-
tions and markets where they could exchange their wares for those of the
Sudanese (Hunwick, 1970: 115). Thanks to these Maghribi traders, Islam
began to spread not through missionary activities but through contact
and example, particularly among pagan monarchs and their pagan func-
tionaries. The emergence of the Almoravid state in the western Sahara in
the middle of the 11th century - a state based on jihad and the propaga-
tion of orthodox Islam - played a significant role in the diffusion of the
Maliki school (madhhab) of Islam among the tribes of the western Sahara
as well as in the Sudan, thereby accelerating the pace of Islamization in
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Anita Roddick in 1976. Mass-market firms revised the tone
of their advertisements, created new ethnic lines, and pro-
moted female emancipation in an attempt to woo
back customers. By the 1980s, makeup and cosmetics had
regained their hold over women’s wallets. Increasingly,
women’s-rights activists stressed the personal empower-
ment of self-fashioning, best represented by power-suited
businesswomen on Wall Street and “lipstick lesbians” in
the counterculture.

In the 1990s, scientific promises helped sell new prod-
ucts, such as the fast-growing lines of fake-tanning lo-
tions, anti-aging formulas, and cellulite creams. New in-
gredients, such as ceramides, alpha-hydroxy acids, and
liposomes, not to mention botox treatments, intensified
the quest for youth. Multinational cosmetic firms contin-
ued to grow by buying out smaller local cosmetics busi-
nesses, specifically targeting ethnic markets. Such com-
panies as L'Oréal, Avon, and Revion have also expanded
rapidly into Latin America, Asia, and eastern Europe.
With L'Oréal as the unquestioned leader, the top ten com-
panies controlled 55 percent of worldwide cosmetics
sales. With increasingly trendy packaging designs,
celebrity endorsements, sophisticated advertising cam-
paigns, and almost total social acceptance in the Western-
influenced world, cosmetics seem to be an invincible eco-
nomic force.

[See also Fashion Industry and Personal Services.]
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MORAG MARTIN

COSTA RICA. See Central American Countries.
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COTE D’'IVOIRE AND GHANA. The republics of
Ghana and Céte d’Ivoire date from their political inde-
pendence from colonial rule, in 1957 (from Britain) and
1960 (from France), respectively. For economic historians
they represent an intriguing comparison because these
neighbors combine similar natural environments and (at
least by the time censuses began to be conducted, in the
early twentieth century) population densities with often
contrasting institutional and policy histories. In both cases
the north and much of the center of the country is savanna,
separated from the coast by a forest zone. Ghana, however,
has much greater mineral resources.

Before Colonial Times. Before the emergence of the
Atlantic trade the local economies appear to have been
linked to each other, and beyond, by trade networks. For
what is now Cote d'Ivoire and probably until about 1800
for much of what is now Ghana, the major commercial
connections across and beyond state boundaries were in
the hands of Muslim Dioula traders, one of the major
trading diasporas of precolonial Africa. A major feature of
the political economy in approximately the fifteenth to
the eighteenth centuries was the interaction of state
formation and extrasubsistence economic activity, with
some polities being founded by entrepreneur-warriors
who obtained war materials through trade. When the Por-
tuguese established the first European presence, at Elmi-
na on the coast of Ghana (the “Gold Coast”) in 1482, their
aim was to bypass the Saharan routes by which gold had
been traded to Europe. The gold came largely from Akan-
speaking polities in the forest zone of Ghana and eastern
Cote d’Ivoire.

By the eighteenth century gold was surpassed, and to a
large extent superseded, by slaves as the object of Euro-
pean trade. The Gold Coast became a major center of the
Atlantic slave trade, with chartered companies from rival
European states establishing forts along the coast. Cote
d’Tvoire was also involved, though less intensively. Over
700,000 slaves were shipped from the Gold Coast between
1640 and 1810, including captives from eastern Cote
d'Tvoire. Also smaller numbers of slaves (apparently tens of
thousands) were exported both before 1640 and after
British abolition in 1807, and some captives from western
Cote d'Tvoire must be included in totals for Sierra Leone
(see P. Lovejoy, Transformations in Slavery, Cambridge,

i%

Edit. Joel Mokyr, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History, Vol.II, Oxford 2003. ISAM 98956.
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Nigeria and the Gold Coast are inhabited by peoples having a great historical past;
in Nigeria even feudal-based Moslem state formations cxist, while the popnlation of
Sicrra Leone and the Gambia consists of a. variety of small and primitive tribes. The
differences are great also as regards the risc of the national bourgeoisie and African
intelligentsia. In the Gold Coast and Nigeria the new-type political partics grew
ab a quick pace and were soon to play a decisive part in the moulding of the political
life of their respective countries, while in Sierra Leone and the Gambia the liberation
movements changed only slowly to broad-based political movements of the people.

These differences were responsible for the difference of the several countries as to
the progress and results of the struggle for independence. The Gold Coast won in-
dependence as early as 1957, Nigeria in 1960, Sierra Leone in 1961, and the Gambia
as late as 1966. Even the character and the degree of independence are different in
every country. Accession to independence in the Gold Coast brought with it the
coming to power of the anti-imperialist Nkruman government, opening thereby the
prospect of complete independence; Nigeria, on the other hand, when becoming
independent, with its internal division and multiparty system, instead of congistently
fighting for complete independence, was still for a long time an arcna of the struggle
of opposing tribes, parties and leading politicians; while Sierra Leone and the Gambia,
under cover of nominal independence, came for the time being under the rule of
opportunist leaders promoting the policics of the colonial imperialists.
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The “ Burns Constitution”

In 1946 the British government introduced the “Burns Constitution”, named
after the then Governor of the Gold Coast, to replace the old Constitution of 1925.
The main goal was to alter the composition of the Legislative Council. In contrast
to the legislative body established by the 1925 Constitution, with no e]ected' repre-
gentative and only nine Africans among its twenty-nine members, the new Legislative
Council, which, in addition to its President (the Governor or his deputy), consisted
of thirty members, had cighteen elected African representatives (nine from what
was called the Gold Coast Colony, four from Ashanti and five from the towns — Accra,
Cape Coast, Sekondi, Takoradi and Kumasi). Six of the remaining tWGIV.e were ex-
officio members (the Colonial Seerctary of the Gold Coast, the three chief Dlstrlgt
Commissioners, the Attorney-General, the Financial Secretary), and six were nomi-
nated by the Governor. .

Undoubtedly, this change was a step forward, inasmuch as it secured a majority
of elceted (that is, African) members. Its practical significance, however, was next
to nothing for the following reasons: .

1. Exceutive power was invariably vested in the colonial officials, who were appoint-
ed by the Secretary of State for Ioreign Affairs of the United Kingdom upon
recommendation of the Governor. ]

2. Members of the highest organ of executive power, called the ixecutive CO!lnm!,
were not Ministers, they werc not chosen from the members of the Legislative Council
and were not respongible to this body, but were appointed chief officials who ha_d
authority only to give advice to the Governor, and were obliged to carry out .h]s
instructions even if the Legislative Council objected to them. (Though the Executive
Council had a couple of African members, yet these were likewise responsible to the
Governor and had to comply with his instructions regardless of the position adopted
by the Legislative Ccuncil.) )

3. The major posts at all colonial administrative organs were filled by officials
delegated from England. o

4. Diseussion and approval, or rejection, of the budget were in theory w1!:hm the
power of the Legislative Council, but this power was in practice entirely illusory,
because: (a) discussion of financial matters by the Legislative Council was as usual
subject to the consent of the Governor; (b) the Governor was as a rule empowered,
if he deemed it necessary in the interest of “publie order”, “public faith”, or “good
government’’, to abrogate any decigion of the Legislative Council or to declare any
bill or draft to be in force even when it had been rejected by the Legislative Couneil.
(In this reapect he was hound only to report on his reasons to the Foreign Sccretary
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ASHANTI AND THE MUSLIMS &€

The Northern Factor in Ashanti History. By Ivor WiLks. Legon: Institute of
African Studies, University College of Ghana, 1961. Pp. 46, maps. 5s.

The recent foundation of an Institute of African Studies at the University of
Ghana holds great promise for the systematic development of historical research
in that country. This collection of three essays by one of its research fellows is the
Institute’s first historical publication, aud is the more welcome because it sets an
impeccable standard of exact scholarship in a field which has been too often the
scene of wild speculation.

In his first essay, Dr Wilks describes the present state of our knowledge
respecting early Mande penetration of the Voltaic area—which, as he demon-
strates, was largely motivated by the expansion of the trans-Saharan gold trade
in late medieval times—and the rise of the Mande trading community of Begho
which he ascribes, very reasonably, to the early fifteenth century. With commend-
able caution he refuses to emphasize the tenuous evidence for a Mande element
among the founders of Ashanti itself.

In the second essay, ‘Islam in Ashanti’, he treats of the northward expansion
of Ashanti which he shows to have been much farther advanced in the first half
of the eighteenth century than has often been suggested. He also makes very
good use of hitherto neglected evidence in the familiar literature, especially the
works of Bowdich and Dupuis, to show how great the influence of the Muslim
trading community in Ashanti was in the opening years of the nineteenth
century. He is perhaps somewhat biased, as a consequence of his researches in
the earlier period, towards an equation of Muslim influence with Mande
influence. A good case could be made from the sources he has used for the view
that commercial and intellectual contacts with Hausaland were of at least equal
importance to those with ‘Mande’ from an early date in the eighteenth century.
We know, after all, that Hausa participation in the Kola trade of Gonja dates
from the mid fifteenth century, the very period of the rise of Begho, and the
north-eastward trade-path through Salaga and Yendi was already the ‘old road’
when Bowdich visited Kumasi.

The third essay is in some ways the most striking. In it Dr Wilks brings out,
1 believe for the first time, the significant fact that Dupuis’s fundamental account
of Ashanti history in the eighteenth century represents, in substance, the view
of that history held by the Muslim community in Kumasi, and he offers an
ingenious reconstruction, from scattered passages in Dupuis’s book, of the

Kumasi Muslim traditions of the expansion of Islam in West Africa. Some
readers, however, may think this a little too ingenious. Certainly the Muslims
of Kumasi possessed some written records, and Dr Wilks convincingly demon-
strates that their interpretation of the history of the region, asreflected by Dupuis,
was inspired by their theological concern about the political dominance of
Muslim communities by pagan rulers. But Dupuis nowhere claims to be quoting,
or directly paraphrasing from, a coherent narrative record. We have no means of
knowing how many written and oral sources he has subsumed in his account or
how far he was influenced in his understanding and presentation of his Ashanti
material by his doubtless considerable knowledge of North African traditions of
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the rise of Islam. It would be misleading, therefore, to accept the claim Dr Wilk
appears to pe making that he has successfully reconstructed the text of a si Is
chronicle discovered and used by Dupuis. ‘ e
Dr' \.Vllks’ work is of great methodological interest. He again shows the
surprising extent to which African history can be reconstructed from the
Tgorous examination of a wide range of European sources many of them su
ficially unpromising. It is perhaps inevitable that he seel"ns at times to ger-
value the evidence of oral tradition and ethnography e
School of Oriental and African Studies, ‘

University of London D. H. JONES

EUROPEAN RULE ON THE SLAVE COAST

jhe I; estern Sla've COaSt andltsRule?s. By C. \’V I\EWB -
N
: URY. ()Xf()l d Cla[ elldoﬂ

Now that Colonial rule is ending in West Africa, it is possible and necess
see Eur(?pean activitics there in the nineteenth century in a better histi)ry t(i
p}frs]%ectwe. Why, .after three centuries of trade contact with West Africa rldciad
zozst PUI-}(—)II(),(:I:; ddf::gle(iegt)oal;l()s{tliutt;he\rxr,l}sleleljc‘fz a; rulbers in small enclaves or; the
( Lo Y 1tr / 1d the s
1rres1st1'b}y., into the hinterland to becom};, rulers o}g Vaesctoézflri;?;?’\\gff;urglghizj
i)}feascequlsltlons.we.re applied by different European nations and why? How were
ew territonies governed? Dr Newbury has attempted to answer all th
questions, and more, in this extremely useful book. .
The book is a study of how the English, the French, and the Germans came t
be rulefrs of the Y'oruba— ja country in the nineteenth century and the earl;
glarrs of the t\ventl?th century. By 1842, Fhe slave-trade was on the wane and
opeans and Afrx({ans trading in palm-oil and other products of the soil wer
emerging and establishing themselves in the old forts. The kings of Lago §
:(fi ‘gssheomey, ho-wevgcr, were reluctant to give up the slave-tradeg becausg osf atr}lle
economic effects it would have on their Y
made to persuade them to change, but no solutiongsoz;eerrr?;fnet:édrf\t;:‘ei?ll;itrs r‘;efe
prc?blffms. In 1851 Britain bombarded Lagos, ostensibly in the name of h i
tarianism, but rez.xlly because of the argument of a trader that Lagos \:;133:'
.natilral port of a rich }}interland. Three years after the borhbardmentgthe C(jnsu?
irﬁ ag(})ls, 1for economic reasons, was once more on friendly terms w’ith Kosoko
€ arch slave-trader driven away from Lagos throne in 18 51. The French ¢ ’
g)rift’io;rgoaljivo to tlr)ade, and the rivalry between the French at Porto Novo an‘;lagllz
] agos between 1851 and 1865 was cause 7 ic
;rrlltcflaresstgéofd poth natéons. All the Britishsadministratgrsp ;lrjelljagli)}; tb}(lzixfect?r? 2?&5
1 1scovered that Colonial administration cost money. This m v
zz;i(ito(rilzi:smg a;partbf_rom the British Treasury, from increifsed importogszi
s s I.)mdx:lg/ea 1ggefr area could provide zviilarge market for increased
T Fre | more for export, So the British acquired Protectorates.
e lrzlgcd . ic:gu(l}d :}Iiat their au‘;gorlty and that of the king of Dahomey in the
0 the coast could not co-exist, so th 1 ; /
Dahoman monarchy. The Germans who had se,ttled ;yfsggefd{zamﬁifj :: S
)4 »
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Although Islam stresses patrilineal descend and
inheritance, matrilineal 'descent and inheritance
continue unchanged for the most part. The Yao
regard parallel cousin marriage (bint amm—father’s
brother’s daughter) as incestuous, but marriage to
cross cousins (father’s sister’s daughter or mother’s
brother’s daughter) is desirable. Many Yao have
moved to the major cities of East Africa and have
adapted to urban living, while still retammg links to
their home areas.
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J.L. BRAIN

Yoruba

Community of Benin, Brazil, Cuba, Ghana,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone

The term ‘Yoruba’ is used to identify a people
having, with considerable dialectic variation, a
common language (of the Kwa group of the Niger
Congo family) and a common culture, which is
remarkably persistent in spite of great political,
geographical and religious differences that have
arisen over the past three centuries. The language
and culture are found as far from their West African
origin as Brazil and Cuba, while substantial Yoruba
communities are found in most West African states,
especially in Sierra Leone and Ghana (230,000). The
greatest number, probably over 17 million, are in
southwestern Nigeria, adjacent areas of Benin and
beyond in Togo. Nearly one-half are Muslims, largely
Sunni.

Yoruba constitute virtually the entire populations
of the Nigerian states of Ogun, Ondo and Oyo, as
well as the great majority of Lagos State, the Ilorin
area of Kwara State up almost to Jebba and south
and east as well. A few Ondo Yoruba live in Bendel
State, and others are in trade or government
throughout Nigeria. Until recently, only the Oyo were
identified as Yoruba proper, other communities being
identified by name with their royal cities. The dialects
of Ondo and Ekiti are strikingly different from Oyo,
and while gross cultural differences are very few,
there exist a great many cultural peculiarities which
clearly differentiate, for example, Ife, Ijebu, [jesa,
Ekiti and Ondo from each other and from Oyo.

Recent interpretations of Yoruba traditions of

‘origin agree in identifying Yoruba as a Sudanic
- people who successfully imposed their rule on an

indigenous population in the forest belt of present
Nigeria. All traditions confirm Ile-Ife as the first city
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Targa (Tuareg) on the east; they even seem to have
extended as far as Niger. '

In the south of Morocco in al-Sus, where there
were Lamta who led a nomadic life, in company
with the Gazula, the Lamta occupied the nomadic
Arabs of the Ma‘kil family, the two sections then
Jjoined the Shabanat, another Ma‘kil tribe, to oppose
the Gazula who joined the Dhawi Hassan.

In the territory of the Lamta of al-Sus at the
mouth of the Wadi Nal (now Wad Nun) lay the
commercial town of Nul of the Lamta, the first
inhabited place one reaches on coming from the

Sahara. Several Moroccan dynasties have struck .

coins there.

The jurist Uggag b, Zallu of Sijilmasa, a pupil
of Abu ‘Imran al-Fasi, was a member of the tribe of
Lamta: one of his pupils was ‘Abd Allah b. Yasin
al-Gazuli, founder of the Almoravid empire. The
country of the Lamta was noted for the shields made
at Nul with the skin of the Jamt antelope.
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Lamtuna |/

Tribe of Ghana, Sudan and Morocco

G. HAZAI

The Lamtuna are (in Leo Africanus: Luntuna or
Lumtuna) a great Berber tribe belonging to the branch
of the Sanhaja who led a nomadic life, and like other
tribes of this branch forming part of the
Mulaththamun or “wearers of the veil’. The Lamtuna
nomadised over the western Sahara, where between
the 2nd/8th and S5th/11th centuries they played a
considerable political role.

According to al-Bakri (459/1067), the region
covered by them stretched from the lands of Islam
to those of the blacks. This is what this geographer
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says of the Lamtuna’s way of life: “They are
strangers to any manual work, to agriculture and even
to bread. Their riches consist wholly of their herds.
They live entirely off meat and milk”. -

According to Ibn Khaldun (d. 808/1406), the
Lamtuna already formed a considerable kingdom at
the time of the reign of ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Dakhil,
founder of the amirate of Cordova (138-72/756-88).
This author plus Ibn Abi Zar* (d. between 710-20/
1310-20) give the names of several kings of the
Lamtuna from that time onwards. The first of these
was a certain Talakakin: the period, of his power is
unknown, but it is very probable that he lived towards
the middle of the 3rd/8th century.

LAMTUNA 827

His successor was Tilutan or Taywalutan b.
Tiklan b. Talakakin, who died aged 80 in 222/836—
7. He was a great ruler, and if Ibn Abi Zar® is to be
believed, he reigned over all the desert (i.e., all the
western Sahara), and the territory under his control
stretched for three month’s journey in both length
and breadth, as far as the borders.of the land of the
blacks, of whom more than twenty of their kings
were subject to him,

Tilutan’s successor was his nephew al-Athir b.
Batin (also called Yalattan) who died aged 65 in
237/851-2, or according to another source, in 287/
900. The fourth king of the Lamtuna was Tamim (or
Rahim) b. al-Athir who reigned over the tribe until
300/912-13; he was killed by the Sanhaja notables
in a rebellion. His death heralded a time of troubles
which lasted 120 years, i.e., unti! ca. 420/1029.

[t seems that the state (or rather, the
confederation of Berber tribes) created by the
Lamtuna and which endured down to 306/918-19,
was actually the state or rather confederation called
Anbiya by the mediaeval Arabic writers. This existed
already in the time of the astronomer al-Fazari (ca.
172/788), who locates it as between the kingdom of
Siljilmassa (in the western Maghrib) ‘and that of
Ghana in the western Sudan.

We also owe a few details about the Anbiya to
Ibn al-Fakih al-Hamadhani (ca. 290/903), whose
information on Africa goes back to the middle of
the 2nd/8th century. He relates that “the land of
Anbiya is part of the Sus al-Aksa (in the extreme




ANDREW PETERSEN, DICTIONARY OF ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE, LONDON 1996.
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wakala

Urban building combining the functions of khan,
warehouse and market.

wagqf

A charitable endowment often intended for the
upkeep of a religious building, educational establish-
ment or hospital.

Wasit 7 -
Capital of Irag during the Umayyad period.

Wasit lies south-east of the modern town of Kut in
southern Irag. It was founded in yo1 ck by al-Hajjaj,
governor of lrag, as a garrison town to replace
Kufa and Basra which had been demilitarized after
a revolt against the Umayyads. In 374 another
Friday mosque was built by the Turkish general
Musa ibn Bugha in the eastern part of the city.
The devastation wrought by the Mongols in the
thirteenth century and by Timur in the fourteenth
hastened the decline of a city that was no longer
on the main trade routes due to a change in the
course of the Tigris.

The first mosque on the site was built by al-
Hajjaj in 703, measuring 100 m per side, it was
located next to the govemor's residence. Iragi
excavations revealed two superimposed mosques,
the earlier of which had no mihrab. This confirms
the early date of the mosque, as the first concave
mihrab was introduced by al-Walid in ror—9 in
the mosque of Medina.

There are also the remains of a thirteenth-cen-
tury madrassa on the site, consisting of a monumen-
tal portal flanked by twin minarets with Auted
brick decoration.

West Airica

Rugrant ot Aprica compnstiig e eden:
Muauribania, Senegni. Niger.  Nigerut
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Known to medieval geographers as the Sudan, this
area extends from the Sahara desert in the north to
the mouth of the Niger river in the south, and from
Atlantic in the west to Lake Chad in the east. The
region was subject to the influence of Islam from
the eighth or ninth century onwards and by the
nineteenth century large areas were Islamicized.

West Africa can be divided into four main
zones, the Sahara, the Sahel, the Savannah and the
rain forests. The largest zone is the Sahara desert
which extends from the Atlas mountains in Mo-
rocco and Algeria to the Senegal river. Until recent
times the vast dunes and extreme temperatures of
this desert have formed an impenetrable barrier to
all except the nomadic tribes which inhabit the
area. South of the desert is band of semi-arid
country known as the Sahel (Arabic for ‘coast’)
where there is an intermittent vegetation of scrub
and occasional small trees. Below this is the Sa-
vannah region characterized by a rich growth of
grass and plentiful seasonal rainfall. Further south
near the coast, especially in Nigeria, Benin, Togo
and Chana, are the dense rain-forests. In recent
times the area of the Sahara and the Sahel have
been increasing at the expense of the Savannah,
probably due to human activity. The best example
of this phenomenon is the area occupied by the
empire of Ghana which in medieval times was rich
grassland and is now desert.

Historv

The means by which Islam penetrated into West
Africa was via the trade routes from North Africa.
The main goods involved in the trade included
zold, slaves, ivory and gum trom West Arrica and
manufactured zoods from the Mlediterranean area.
Thus trade was a continuation of pre-lslamic Roman
and Buzantine frade routes and was in the hands
of the Berber tribes of the Sanara. Already by the
cnd of the seventh centurs there are accounts of
Mushim fraders from North Amca and 2ot in

‘e markets ot the sudan, By the 2nd of tre 2ignin
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Ghana is the name which was assumed at inde-
pendence on March 6, 1957 by the former British
Crown Colony of the Gold Coast. Until 1957, the
Gold Coast consisted of the Gold Coast Colony in
the south, Asante (Ashanti), the Northern Ter-
ritories, and, to the east, the Trans-Volta Togoland
Region (now the Volta Region). The suggestion that
the name ‘Ghana’ be given to the Gold Coast after
independence was made by Dr. J. B. Danquah
(g.v.), 1895-1965, the scholar and politician. He
maintained that the Akan of the Gold Coast, of
whom he was one, were descendants of the in-
habitants of the medieval empire of Ghana, which
flourished from the 9th to the 13th centuries. But
since the Ghana Empire was situated beyond Tim-
buktu, between the Sahara and the headwaters of
the Sénégal and Niger rivers, the evidence for the
claim is doubtful.

EARLY ORIGINS |

The inhabitants of present-day Ghana are black
men, whose origins are obscure. It is assumed,
however, that some of the original ancestors of the
Ghanaians came into the country from the north,
while others came in later from the east, from what
is now Nigeria. The Colony, or southern Ghana,
and Asante are peopled mainly by a cultural and
linguistic group called the Akan, to which some of
Ghana's principal peoples belong. Until the terri-
tory became a British colony, the Akan formed
several nations, extending from what is now the
Ivory Coast to the west, eastward through Asante
and across the Volta River to the borders of what
was later to become Togo. The two main languages
of the Akan group are Twi and Fante, which have
several dialects. Twi is the most widely spoken
language of the country. The Ga and Adangme
(Adangbe) languages, which belong to a group un-
related to the Akan, are spoken on the Accra
plains, while eastwards, across the Volta and to-
wards Togo, Ewe, another non-Akan tongue, is the
principal language. Another separate linguistic
group consists of the Guan, a people who, although
conquered by the Akan, nevertheless retained their
own languages. In northern and upper Ghana, Dag-
bani, spoken by the Dagomba (Dagbon); and More,
spoken by the Mossi (Moshi), both belonging to the
Voltaic (Gur) language group, are the principal lan-
guages, although several other dialects are also
spoken in these regions. :

L. H. Ofosu-Appiah

It is assumed that the ancestors of the Akan
came southward from Gonja (Ngbanya) — a state
located in what is now the lower third of the
Northern Region of Ghana — in about AD 1200. It
is also assumed that they came in three waves. The
Guan were the first to move southward, followed
by the Fante, and then by the Twi. Tradition holds
that the Adanse, or ‘house builders,” formed the
earliest and southernmost Twi-speaking states.
Next came two more Twi-speaking peoples, the
Denkyera (Denkyira), and, further north, the
Asante. In the south the Akwamu, also Twi-
speaking, are the Akan nation with the longest his-
tory.

The original home of the Asante was Amanse,
around Lake Bosumtwi, and their first settlement
was Asantemanso, where their ancestors claim to
have come from the ground. The Asante were for-
merly Denkyera subjects until Osei Tutu (g.v.),
founder of the Asante Kingdom, ended Denkyera
domination in 1695. After this, the Asante empire
began to expand northwards and southwards. By
the beginning of the 19th century, peoples inhabit-
ing an area larger than present-day Ghana, which
extended into what is now Upper Volta, Ivory
Coast, and Togo, were vassals of the Asantehene.

When the Portuguese, who were the first Euro-
peans to arrive on the Guinea Coast, reached the
area in 1471, the ancestors of present-day
Ghanaians had recently arrived, and were still con-
tinuing their migrations. The history of the territory
that is now Ghana may therefore be conveniently
dated from the end of the 15th and the beginning of
the 16th century.

THE ARRIVAL OF THE
EUROPEANS

The first Portuguese to land were Joao de San-
tarem and Pedro de Escobar. They found the reg-
ion full of alluvial gold and named the country the
Gold Coast. They made a fortune for their emp-
loyer, Fernao Gomes, who was given the surname
of da Mina in recognition of his services to Por-
tugal. But when the trading contract, which had
been given him by the Portuguese king, expired in
1474, the Portuguese government itself took over
the West African gold trade. In 1481 the Por-
tuguese sent out an expedition under Dom Diogo
de Azambuja to build the fortress of Sao Jorge da
Mina on the coast, where Elmina is now located.
The Portuguese were opposed by the Fante in-
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TWO TIJANI SCHOLARS OF KUMASI, GHANA
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Robert S. Kramer

AHMAD BABA AL-WA’IZ

In the John Naber Paden Collection of Arabic manuscripts, which
forms part of the Melville J. Herskovits Library of Africana at North-
western University, 1s a work (numbered 364) by the contemporary
Ghanaian Tijant scholar al-Haj) Abu’l-Fawz Ahmad Baba al-Wa'iz b.
Abmad b. ‘Tsa (d. 1982).! The item in question is his Tawdih al-adilla
li-man yarumu dalilan ‘ala al-tariga al-sufiyya, published in Cairo at the
author’s expense by the firm of Mustafa al-Babi al-Halab1 in 1381/1961.
A preface to this edition by a pupil of his, Muhammad Mustafa Kamil
al-Hajj of Kumasi, covering pp. 3-4 of the book, as well as interviews
with members of the present-day Kumasi community, provided the fol-
lowing biographical information on the author.”

Ahmad Baba’s father was himself a scholar, much sought after for his
expertise in ‘wlum al-asrar wa’l-hisab (letter and number magic) and had
lived in Kumasi. His ancestors were Toronkawa Fulani and had been
secretaries to Shaykh ‘Uthmin b. Fuadi. His mother was Maryam bt. al-
Sayyid Muhammad al-Kashinawi. She was born in Cape Coast and was
still living when the preface was written.

Ahmad Baba was born in Kumasi in 1334/1913. His father died when
he was still young and his education was placed in the hands of Sayyid
Adam, the Sarkin Mossi of Kumasi. The young man joined the school of
Mallam Salaw b. Ya‘qub al-Kashinawi, the Sarkin Zongo of Kumasi, and

1. I am grateful to Prof. John Hunwick of Northwestern University for alerting me to the
existence of Tawdih al-adilla and its contents. For an understanding of the political and theological
contexts in which Ahmad Baba and al-Hajj Harin Muhammad wrote, see M. Hiskett, “The
Community of Grace and its opponents the Rejectors: a debate about theology and mysticism in
Muslim West Africa with particular reference to its Hausa expression”, African Language Studies
17 (1980), pp. 99-140.

2. Interviews were conducted in Kumasi between July and December 1990 with Muhamad
Musgtafa Kamil, the Sarkin Zongo Abu Bakr b. ‘Ali and al-Tayyib Muhammad Tanku, assistant
to the Sarkin Zongo.

Islam et sociétés au sud du Sahara - n° § ¢ ;C\’; @’)"'3




Océan Atiantique

500 km

Nom officiel :

République du Ghana.
Capitale : Accra.
Superficie : 238 537 km?.
Populatien : 17,5 millions

d’habitants (1995).

Langues courantes :
anglais (officielle).
Date d’indépendance :

6 mars 1957,

Nature du régime :
présidentiel. multipartiste.
Produit national brut :

7.3 milliards de dollars (1994).
PNB par habitant :

430 dollars en 1994.
Croissance du PNB par

habitant (1985-1994) :

14 % par an.

Dette extérieure :

5.389 milliards de dollars (1994).
Service de la dette :

322 millions de dollars (1994).
Exportations de biens

et services : 1,395 milliard

de dollars (1994).
Imporiations de biens

et services ; 2,123 milliards

de dollars (1994).

Monnaie : cedi.
Taux de change :
1 dollar = 1 592 cedis
(avril 1996).

PIB PAR SECTEURS

Services
39%

Agriculture 4
45%

Industrie
16%

LA TERRE ET LES HOMMES

Relief : plaines et bas plateaux s’élevant
vers le nord-est. Point culminant 876 m.

Cours d’eau : la Volta, le Tano.

Climat et végétation : climat
subéquatorial A quatre saisons au sud
avec foréts denses ; tropical humide au
nord avec des savanes arborées 4 Pest et
au nord. Accra, 26,7°C en janvier,
25,7°C en juillet, 724 mm de pluie par
an. Kumasi, 25°C en janvier, 24,4°C en
juillet, 1 402 mm de pluie.

Démographie : taux moyen d’accrois-
sement (1995-2000), 2,9 %. 38 millions
d’habitants en 2025. Densité moyenne :
73,2 habitants au km? (1995).

Villes principales : Accra 1,5 million
d’habitants, Kumasi 500 000 (1994).

Répartition de la population :
urbaine 36 % ; rurale 64 % (1995).

Religions : chrétiens 62,6 % ;
croyances traditionnelles 21,4 % ;
musulmans 15,7 % ; autres 0,3 %.

LE CADRE POLITIOUE
Pouvoir exécutif : président de la

République, élu au suffrage universel
pour quatre ans, rééligible une fois.

Chef de I’Etat en exercice : Jerry John
Rawlings (né en 1947), au pouvoir
en 1979 (juin-juillet) et depuis 1981
(coup d’Etat). Elu le 3 novembre 1992.
Pouvoir législatif : Assemblée nationale
{200 sizges, mandat de 4 ans).
Constitution en vigueur : 28 avril 1992.

RIVEAL BE ¥IE

Espérance de vie a la naissance :

56 ans (1992).

Taux de mortalité infantile :
81 pour 1 000 naissances (1992).

Population ayant accés aux services de

santé : 60 % (1993).

Population ayant accés a 'eau
potable : 68 % (1993).

Population ayant acces a
P assainissement : 38 % (1993).

Taux d’alphabétisation des adultes :
60,7 % (1992).

DONNEES ECONOMIQUES
Taux de croissance : 4% (1994).
Taux d’inflation :

25 % 3 la consommation (1994).
Taux de chémage : 30 % (1993).

Produit intérieur brut :

7,04 milliards de dollars en 1994.

Production agricole :
céréales 1 645 tonnes ; cacao 250 000 t
en 1994 (3¢ producteur mondial).

Elevage : 1,2 million de bovins ;
12 millions d’ovins. :

Bois : 715 000 m3 en 1993.

Péche : 371 000 tonnes de poissons
(23 kg/hab.) en 1993. '

Industries : agro-alimentaire, produits
pétroliers, ciment, aluminium. = . . :

Mines : or, 44,5 tonnes en 1994 (2¢ rang
mondial) ; diamants, 700 000 carats en
1993 (8¢ producteur mondial) ;
manganése ; bauxite.

Electricité : hydroélectricité abondante.
(250 & 300 millions de kWh exportés
par an).

Gaz : réserves de gaz naturel, 25 milliards
de metres cubes.

Tourisme : 210 000 entrées en 1993.
Recettes : 288 millions de dollars.

DONNEES FINANCEERES
Budget (1993, en milliards de cedis) ¢

recettes (480) ; dépenses (422) ;
solde budgétaire (+78).

Investissements : 14,8 % du PIB en 1993.
Investissements étrangers : 23 millions

de dollars en 1993.

Aide extérieure totale : 546 millions
de dollars (versements nets, 1994).

Solde de la balance des paiements :
-181 millions de dollars en 1994

Dette extérieure totale : 5,389 milliards
de dollars (1994). 74 % du PNB.

Service de la dette : 322 millions
de dollars. 23 % des exportations de
biens et services.

COMMERCE EXTERIEUR
Exportations de marchandises :
1,219 milliard de dollars en 1994,

Importations de marchandises :

1,793 milliard de dollars en 1994.
Principaux produits imporiés :
produits alimentaires (blé, riz, sucre) ;
biens d’équipement
Principaux produits exportés :

cacao, 305 millions de dollars ;
or, 549 millions de dollars.

Principaux fournisseurs :
Grande-Bretagne (21 %), Nigeria (16 %),
Etats-Unis, Allemagne.

Principaux clients : Allemagne (26 %),
Grande-Bretagne (18 %),
Etats-Unis (16 %).

TRANSPORTS
ET COMMUNICATIONS

Réseaun routier : 36 430 km de routes et
de pistes carrossables (1991).

Résean ferroviaire : 947 km (1991).
Principaux ports ¢
Tema (prés d’Accra) et Takoradi.
Principaux aéroports : Kotoka, prés
d’Accra ; trois autres aéroports a
Takoradi, Suntani et Tamale.

Téléphone : 47 800 postes en 1992
(3 pour 1 000 habitants).
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a pfoduct of colonial rule» : D.B. Cruise O'Brien, «Muslim brotherhoods in Black
Africa?», Table ronde internationale sur Les agenis religicux islamiques en Afrigue
Tropicale, Paris, Maison des Sciences de I'Homme, 15, 16 et 17 décembre 1983
7 pp. dact. ,
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B.G. MARTIN*

Les Tidjanis

et leurs adversaires:
développements récents de
UIslam au Ghana et au Togo

Depuis I'apparition de I'ordre des Tidjanis dans les années 1780, cette
organisation mystique musulmane est passce par plusieurs phases. De
celles-ci, quatre au moins méritent d’étre mentionnées ici: 1. de 1781
environ, date approximative de la fondation de l'ordre, jusqu’a la mort
de son chef Ahmad al-Tidjani en 1815; 2. la période de I'expansion des
Tidjanis en Afrique du Nord, approximativement de 1800 a 1840;
3. I'époque du mouvement dirigé par al-Hadj "Umar Tal en Afrique
Occidentale de 1837 & 1864; 4. la prééminence d'Tbrahim Nyass de
Kaolack (ou Kawlakh) au Sénégal (les dates de Nyass sont 1900-
1975).

T'omets délibérément ici Pexpansion de lordre tidjani dans le
Soudan oriental aux XIXc© et XX¢ siecles, de méme que I'épisode de
Kemal Pilavoglu dans les années 1950-1960— suite etrange d’événements
de Turquie, qui avait ramené la Tidjaniya au pays de son inspiration
premiére, étant donné qu’on peut la définir comme une branche éloignee
de la Khalwatiya, ordre bien établi en Turquic ottomane. Jai déja
traité quelques-unes de ces questions ailleurs '

Avant de créer son nouvel ordre, Ahmad al-Tidjani avait été éleve
de Mahmud al-Kurdi (1715-1780), célebre cheiklt khalwati égyptien.
Dans le cadre de sa nouvelle création, Tidjani introduisit des modifica-
tions radicales dans la théologie de I'ordre, le séparant (nettement)
de la Khalwatiya. C'était une entreprise plus populaire que I'ordre
auquel il était apparenté ou que la Qadiriya; son coté intellectuel était
moins accentué. Dans la Tidjaniya, l'engagement émotionnel et la
sensibilité étaient bien plus importants. Comme quelques auties organi-
sations des années 1780, ¢'¢tait un ordre «Ibrahimiya», dans lequel
Paccent était mis sur l'union avec le Prophéte plutot quiavec Dicu.
Dans ce sens aussi il était différent d’ordres mystiques plus traditionnels
comme la Qadiriya. La formulation nouvelle de Tidjani n’était cependant
pas originale. Jamil Abun-Nasr a montré qu'il avait largement puisé
chez un savant marocain du XVII¢ siccle, non seulement en ce qui
concerne la pratique et les opinions qu’il avait adoptées, mais égale-
ment pour la théologie que sa nouvelle organisation avait choisie.
Pendant un certain temps, ces emprunts passérent inapercus, mais
Tidjani fut attaqué pour ce qu’il avait fait, vers la fin de sa vie. De

* University of Indiana.
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Ghana: the political economy of personal
rule

RICHARD JEFFRIES

The facts of Ghana's agricultural and more general economic decline, from
shortly after independence until 1982-3, provide an especially clear
illustration of the superior explanatory power of liberal political economy.
with its emphasis on mistaken government policies and interventions in the
market, over neo-Marxist theory with its emphasis on imperialist ex-
ploitation. Yet it is far from clear that such liberal political economy, as
presented most notably by Robert Bates, can adequately account for the
really very sudden onset in 1975 of so calamitous a decline in fortunes as
most Ghanaians were to experience over the next few years.'

Even allowing for the distinction between short-term and long-term
effects, it is a little difficult to see how the continuing adherence to economic
policies which hurt nearly all.urban socio-economic groups so severely in
1975-8 can be explained by the government’s especial political concern and
rationally conceived measures to cultivate or maintain their support. There
is in fact a possible line of defence here and I will present it a little later. But,
if one is to understand what happened in Ghana during this period, Bates’
perspective certainly needs to be supplemented by a view of government as
a highly personalist (or neo-patrimonial) machine, seeking to benefit
individual favourites or networks of clients with varying degrees of concern
for larger social aggregates.® ‘

Moving to the more recent past, the very force of the argument developed
by Bates for African states in general, and by Rathbone and myself for
Ghana, made the prospect of any radical departure from statist, heavily
“urban-biased " policies, as of say 1982, seem exceedingly slim.? Flt. Lt. Jerry
Rawlings’ return to power at this {ime hardly appeared to lower the odds,
since the most prominent, organised group of his supporters consisted of a
neo-Marxist intelligentsia, strongly opposed to dealings with such ‘im-
perialist” agencies as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
and to the sort of liberalisation programme we had (independently)
advocated. Yet, within twelve months, agreement had been reached with the
IMF on an economic stabilisation and recovery programme (ERP) as radical
as one might ideally have envisaged, and this has since been implemented
with quite remarkable consistency and determination.® It has also been
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CHAPTER THREE

The Long March of Islam
in the Western Sudan

Nehemiah Levtzion

HE EXPANSION oF IsLam into tropical Africa began well
ver a thousand years ago. In the centuries since then two
wralle]l processes have been at work. On the one hand vast
eas of Africa have been Islamized. On the other hand Islam
15 been Africanized. Indeed throughout the world Islam
is shown itself to be a faith which can pass readily from one
vilization to another. Islam has spread among Hindus and
iddhists, among the peoples of central Asia and south-
stern Europe. This success is only partly to be explained by
litary conquest. In Africa, traders rather than warriors
ve been its principal agents.
The Sahara, one of the world’s most inhospitable, arid
nes, cut tropical Africa off from the northern shores of the
itinent, which are part of the Mediterranean and Muslim
ilizations. But the Sahara was by no means an absolute
rier. Nomadic tribes, in origin branches of the Berber
ifederations of North Africa, crossed the Sahara and in-
dited the oases and the southern fringes of the desert. They
irolled the trans-Saharan trails, over which the salt of
Sahara was carried to be traded for the gold of the Sudan,
: country of the black people’. Following the Arab con-
st of North Africa in the seventh century, Islam spread
g the Berbers, and the rich gold trade became the
nopoly of the Muslims. Through these traders the name
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During most of the nineteenth century this formula, (whose meta-
physical implications will not be considered here), was the preferred way
of expressing Khatmiyya loyalties in the preparation of a document™. The
invocatio of the sole document prepared by the Nidayfab for the
Duwayhiyya however,” though it is also distinctively Khatmiyya, does not
conform to what would later become established convention:

Jod e o ldl 5 oMall 5 samy ) aasd

Ll el dnall o U

Praise be to God Alone
Prayers and peace upon the seal of the messengers
The imam of Makka and al-Madina
of the Holy Land and of Syria

The present study would suggest that Muhammad ‘Uthman
al-Mirghani devised this distinctive invocatio and introduced it into the
Sudan early in his mission, at a time when he is otherwise known to have
been experimenting with original and sometimes controversial new ways of
expressing religious truths about himself and others'®. The formula dis-
cussed here, like some of his other expressions, would later be abandoned
or revised; during his lifetime, however, his early Sudanese converts the
Duwayhiyya appreciated seeing it used on documents that pertained to
them. The Mirghani invocatio, in its way, is a small bit of written tes-
timony to an otherwise obscure or legendary episode at the opening of his
remarkable career'’.

14. Among the Nidayfab documents this formula may be found in NRO Misc. 1/27/371, 411
and 429.

15. NRO Misc. 1/27/438.

16. For a highly pertinent and quite possibly precisely contemporary example, see O’Fahey
and Ali Salih, “Enigmatic Imam” (pp. 217-218, note 56).

17. Since this article has been written, R.S. O’Fahey has published Enigmatic Saint Ahmad
Ibn Idris and the Idrisi Tradition (London 1990).
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EL-HADJ BUKARI DIT « MODJOLOBO »
OU LA GUERRE DES FETICHES A SOKODE

Jean-Claude Barbier’

INTRODUCTION

Etre fort, c’est, avec ostentation, tendre vers Iextraordinaire, réaliser
I’inhabituel ; signe manifeste qu’on vit dans U'intimité des forces surnatu-
relles qui régissent le monde. El-Hadj Bukari le fut de toute évidence, lui
guon appela « Modjolobo » dans la région de Sokodé, aprés qu’il y eut,
dans les années 50, procédé a la destruction des « fétiches ». Au Ghana,
ot I’Ange de Dieu lui était apparu, il fut connu sous le nom de Cheikh
Maha. Précheur énergique, il fut véhément en paroles a l'époque ou
lislam triomphait en pays kotokoli. Mais le « Combattant » fut également
violent en actes et c¢’est ce qui le perdit. 1i mourut le 13 mai 1961 a la
prison de Sokodé, abandonné de tous. Seul M¥ Jérome Lingeinhem
s’enquit de son sort.

De sa naissance, vers 1895, jusqu’a sa fin tragique, nous avons retraceé
les itinéraires et les initiatives d’un alfa (enseignant et «savant»
musulman) hors du commun, infatigable, d’'un «fou de Dieu» que de
nombreux jeunes musulmans suivaient avec enthousiasme. Nous I'avons
fait avec le sentiment d’avoir consigné la naissance d’une légende.

Les faits sont suffisamment récents pour que notre enquéteur, Wuro
Wétchiré Arimyao, ait pu retrouver au Togo et au Ghana, au cours de
Iannée 1989, les témoins des faits et gestes d’Alfa Bukari, entre autres
ceux qui 'accompagnérent dans sa croisade contre les « fétiches ». Fideéles
de T'islam, ces informateurs produisirent tous une vie de saint, mettant en
avant les paroles de foi, la hardiesse des actes et les miracles opérés. A
la limite, la biographie d’un tel personnage ne peut qu’étre une hagio-
graphie portée & I'admiration de ceux qui communient dans la méme foi;
d’autant plus que le personnage est tombeé dans 'oubli aupres des autres
groupes sociaux. Il va sans dire que le style scientifique, fait d’interro-
gation, voire de scepticisme, aurait rompu le charme du récit.

1. D’aprés une enquéte de Wuro Wetchire Arimyao, Lomé, ORSTOM, 1990.
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Author: MANNS- ADRIENNE LYNETTE

Title: THE ROLE OF EX-SERVICEMEN IN GHANA'S INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT (GOLD
COAST- AFRICA- VETERANZ)

School: THE JOHNS HOFKINS UNIVERSITY (0098) Degree: PHD Date: LE8y
pps 304

Source: DAT 4L5/07A- p-2225 Publication No.: AACAEHE23LT7H

Subject: HISTORY. AFRICAN (0331
Abhstract: This study examines the role ex-servicemen nlayed in the events that

led to Ghana's independence. In 19537. Ghana- formerly the Gold (oast. became
the first new nation in Sub-3aharan West Africa to emerge from Eurocpean
colonial rule. During the independence movement- interest groups seeking
benefits and influence supported Ghana's nationalist politicians because they
expected an African government to do things for them that the British had
failed to do. Second World War veterans-. organized by the urban-based
ex-sarvicemen's union- were one of these expectant groups.-

Since the seventeenth century-. British authorities used African soldiers
for colonial service. Africans from the interior protected European forts on
the coast and Africans manned the colonial armiles that supervised African
resistance to European domination. In the First Worlid War- Gold (oast
soldiers joined other Africans under British rule to fight German colonial
forces in EFast and West Africa. In the Second World War Gold Coast soldiers
served in East Africa- the Middle East. India- and Burma-

In the army those men experienced racial discrimination. While living in
Tndia. some came in close contact with Indian nationallsts. These experiences
were important because an unprecedented proportion of the recruits were
literate men with at least some primary school education who could articulate
the grievances and expectations of the larger groups.

Lfter the war- ex-servicemen expected substantial financial rewards and
better jobs. Disappointed by the Britishs they allied themselves with the
militant Convention Peoples Party ((PFP). By staging a veterans® protest march
in 194f- helping enforce a nation-wide strike in 195%L- participating in
street=fighting during elections- and acting as bodyguards for (PP officials.
Fx-servicemen gave impetus to and supported the independence movement.

oral testimonies collected from Ghanaian veterans help clarify their
relationships with nationalist leaders and establish the fact that they uere
a diverse group with diverse reactions to the war: The chapters in the study
move from a general history of the Gold {oast African soldiers to a detailed
examination of the lives of five representative individuals: Research for
this study was conducted in Ghana in 1980.
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Agriculture

1857 ARHIN, K.
The Ghana Cocoa Marketing Board
and the farmer. [BN 32, pp. 37-52}
1858 RAO, S. A. et al.
Collection and evaluation of pear]
millet (penniserum americanum)
germplasm from Ghana. Economic
Botany. Vol. 39. No. 1. 1985. pp. 25-
38.

Archaeology/Prehistory

1859 POSNANSKY, M.
Early agricultural societies in Ghana.
BN 38. pp. 147-151]

Demography

1860 OPPONG, C.
Some aspects of anthropological
contributions [to research on fertility.}
[Includes material on Ghana.} [BN 34.
pp. 240-273)

Economic History

1861 CRISP, J.
Productivity and protest: scientific
management in the Ghanaian gold
mines, 1947-1956. [BN 44. pp. 91-
130]

1862 GUTKIND, P. C. W.
Trade and labor in early precolonial
African history: the canoemen of
southern Ghana. [BN 129. pp. 25-49]



WA AND THE WALA: ISLAM AND POLITY IN
NORTHWESTERN GHANA. By 1. WILKS. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1989. 256pp. Hardback, £27.50. ISBN 0-521-36210-5.

Most studies of Islam in West Africa have been on the macrozlevel. The present
study based on fieldwork carried out primarily betwecn 1962 and 1969 is at the
micro-level and is minitiosc in character. Using orally transmitted traditions and
the recension of these in Arabic and Hausa, the author shows how the Wala
emerged as a small state in the late 17th century. The creation of the Wala state,
which is dealt with in great detail, involved on the one hand warrior groups of
Mande, Dagomba and Mamprusi origin, and on the other scholars from Muslim
centres of learning in the Middle Niger region. Parlicular attention is paid to
relations between Muslims and non-Muslims and the impact of outside groups on
the affairs of Wala. The author documents in great detail the growth of religious

and sccular Factions in Wala and the way in which this has fed to communal

violence. He shows (hat this violence is not the result, as is so often claimed, of the+
breakdown of traditional social and political processes. but rather is a result of
ambiguities and contradictions which are structural and functional aspects of the
processes. R

The work should cnable policy makers and administrators to be more effective
in their day-to-day involvement in Wala. It should prove of interest to Africanists
in general, to students of Istam and to historians of colonialism. The book is
carefully documented and contains a helpful bibliography and index. .
CSIC, SELLY OAK COLLEGES S. v. SICARD
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332
A HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF GHANA

A Historical Geography of Ghana. By Kwamina B. Dickson. Cambridge
University Press, 1969. Pp. xiv+379; +maps. £7.50.

This book, according to its dust-cover, ‘provides a study of Ghana from
a chapter on the prehistory of that area of West Africa until the present day’.
This exaggerates the real scope of Dr Dickson’s work; apart from two intro-
ductory chapters (which do not justify the work which must have gone into
their preparation), and a few remarks in the final chapter, the study is confined
to the period from about 1700; nor does it attempt to go beyond 1939.

The author’s method is to combine a series of historical cross-sections with
a connecting narrative. The first cross-section is ‘William Bosman’s Gold

_Coast’, about 1700; another was intended for about 1850, but this was not
written owing to the absence of ‘a detailed and coherent body of relevant source
material’; a third is the eve of World War I1. Dr Dickson chose 1850 as marking
the end of the period of Ashanti dominance (which he rightly considers as of
more than purely political importance); a date in the 1820s, or in the 1870,
would have been historically more apt, and for either he would have found
more source material relevant to his purpose.

About southern Ghana, and specially about agriculture, Dr Dickson writes
with authority, drawing on his own research material and his knowledge of the
country. Even here, he is occasionally guilty of errors of f_fact—thes, Ashanti
did not invade Akwapim and Krobo between 1868 and 1873 (p. 165), jnor can
Atebubu, by any stretch of the geographical imagination, lfe included irf Western
Brong-Ahafo (p. 62). The map of trade routes in 1702 necessarily owes a good
deal to intelligent guesswork, but contains several demonstrable anachronisms:
Akim Oda, for example, did not occupy the site shown until the 1860s, and
could Ashanti have already have concentrated so many routes on Kumasi?

In northern Ghana, Dr Dickson is less happy; partly for sheer lack of in-
formation—much of his reconstruction of northern Ghana in about 1700 is
necessarily inferred from later information, some of it nearly two centuries later.
Even in the period after 1850, he is not always well-informed; his reference to
the Wa-Lawra area of north-west Ghana as having escaped ‘the worst effects
of war and slave raids in past centuries’ (p. 280) reads oddly in the light of
Babatu’s activities in that area. The account of the decline of Kintampo has
no room for the destruction of the town in 1894; there is no mention of the
German occupation of Yendi and eastern Dagomba, which vitally affected the
road network and urban growth in the north-east. Dr Dickson would have
written a much better book if he had confined it to southern Ghana from 1700.

The bibliography contains no items later than 1966, and very few later than
1963; this may well not be the author’s fault, but it necessarily means that the
bool is already somewhat out of date. The index is also rather inadequate.

There is a real need for a historical geography of Ghana, and we should
be grateful to Dr Dickson for having ventured into this pioneer field. But a
pioneer work, though it will inevitably have omissions, should not so seriously
fail to take account of the established evidence; for, at the price asked, the
reader is entitled to expect a very good book indeed.

University of Birmingham MARION JOHNSON
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University of Ghana
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HANA, LIBRARIES IN

General Historical Survey
ACHIMOTA

Achimota Library can be rightly called the foundation of libraries and library
training in Ghana. By the 1930s Achimota College Library had already made a
mark on the reading public. Although originally a Teachers’ Training College
Library, it developed on the basis of a University Library. Its facilities extended to
other institutions and interested individuals throughout the country. In 1944-1945
the library accommodated for library training a number of students from all the
British West African Colonies. These included a number of Ghanaians. Soon after
World War II, library resources at Achimota included a main collection of over
11,000 volumes, a Science School Library with about 12,000 volumes, an Engineer-
ing School Library with 850 volumes, and an Art School Library with 270 volumes.
But these collections were doomed to be disintegrated and distributed to serve new
institutions of higher learning throughout Ghana. The University College of the Gold
Coast, which later became the University of Ghana, was founded by Ordinance on
August 11, 1948. TIts initial library stock of 6,400 volumes included 3,000 volumes
transferred from the Achimota Library. The Achimota Teachers’ Training College,
also established by Ordinance in 1948, moved with its library from Achimota to
become a foundation faculty of the Kumasi College of Technology, now the Uni-
versity of Science and Technology. From Kumasi College of Technology, the
Achimota stock continued to circulate to form the basis for the libraries of the
University College of Cape Coast, the School of Administration of the University of
Ghana, and the Teachers’ Training College, Winneba. This does not, however, mean
a total destruction for Achimota. Achimota School, which remains at the old site,
can still boast of one of the best school libraries in Ghana today.

AGLIONBY AND THE BRITISH COUNCIL

Just at about the same time as Achimota was providing library services for Ghana
and Ghana’s literate inhabitants were beginning to feel and exhibit the joy of reading,
John Aglionby, Lord Bishop of Accra, already had in his private general collection
some 6,000 volumes housed in the Bishop’s Boys® School. Accra. This library was
opened to the general public in 1928 and was eventually to form the basis of the
Public Library Services of Ghana. When the Aglionby Library was finally handed
over for use by the general public, The British Council provided accommodation
and staff to develop the collection in its initial stages.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

University of Ghana, The Balme Library, P.O. Box 24, Legon/Accra. The
Balme Library of the University of Ghana, with a book stock of over 260.500
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On ne dispose pas de portrait de Samuel Collins Brew.
Du moins est-ce a I'abri d’établissements comme celui de Cape Coast Castle
que se développe un important courant d’échanges
avec l'intérieur du futur Ghana.

16

Samuel Collins Brew
un commercant ghanéen et le développement

du commerce légitime

i

A

SENCE

C’est le long des cOtes que se rencon-
trent pour la premiére fois au cours du xv®
siécle Africains de ’Ouest et Européens.
Dés le début, leurs relations sont essentiel-
ement axées sur le commerce. Dans ces
échanges, les Africains jouent un rdle
capital ; on peut méme affirmer que pen-
dant une longue période il sera primordial.
Pendant plus de quatre cents ans, les
marchands ouest-africains contribuent ac-
tivement, avec les Européens, a la conduite
des affaires. Nombre d’entre eux parvien-
dront a des situations importantes dans le
négoce. Jusqu'a un XIX® siécle avancé,
tandis que les conditions économiques
commencent a évoluer, ils opérent sur un
pied d’égalité avec les Européens et acquie-
rent des biens et une influence qui renfor-
cent sensiblement leur position au sein de
la société africaine. L’existence méme de
ces grands commergants est étroitement
liée aux progrés décisifs de I’époque. Ce-
pendant, en ce qui les concerne, nous ne
disposons que de maigres documents. Ces
hommes ont certainement marqué leur
temps, mais nous manquons de détails sur
leurs entreprises. Dans le cas de Samuel
Collins Brew, marchand ghanéen du x1x®
siécle, on peut tout de méme, a partir des
documents existants, brosser une esquisse
de son existence, méme s’ils ne livrent pas
tous les renseignements que 'on souhaite-
rait.

La vie de Brew s’étend sur prés des
trois quarts du X1X°® siécle, époque au cours
de laquelle les échanges avec les pays
lointains se développent dans 'ensemble de
P’Afrique occidentale. Un bouleversement
fondamental intervient au XIx° siécle au
niveau de P’économie avec ’abolition, déci-
dée par les nations européennes, d’un
esclavage sur lequel se fondaient. pour
I'essentiel, leurs relations avec la cote occi-

N an E} T S ;

dentale. Le Danemark prend l'initiative en
1803 ; quatre ans plus tard, ¢’est le tour de
la Grande-Bretagne, alors la plus impor-
tante puissance commerciale en Afrique de
I’Ouest. Cette abolition aura des consé-
quences trés profondes sur tous les Etats
d’Afrique occidentale. Il s’ensuit un long et
difficile processus d’adaptation aux diffé-
rentes situations économiques. Dans ce qui
est aujourd’hui le Ghana, ce processus
coincide avec d’importants bouleverse-
ments politiques internes qui sont eux-mé-
mes étroitement liés a la situation commer-
ciale. Comme pour bien d’autres Africains
de I’Ouest a cette époque, les activités de
Brew ont été trés influencées par le cours
des événements. Sa vie refléte les fortunes
et les expériences diverses qu’ont connues
les marchands de la cdte durant cette
période de transition entre le trafic des
esclaves et le commerce « légitime » qui fut
une ere de transformations économiques et
politiques.

L’histoire des Fante
et ses liens avec la vie de Brew

On ignore la date de naissance exacte
de Samuel Collins Brew. Elle se situe
probablement aux alentours de 1810, peu
aprés que le Parlement britannique eut
voté Pabolition et déclaré illégal le trafic
d’esclaves. Brew est originaire de Cape
Coast, au bord de I'océan, dans ce qui est
alors connu sous le nom de pays Fante. Il
s’agit d’une vague fédération d’Etats qui
s’étend sur une centaine de kilomeétres le
long de la cbte. Brew est le fils d’'un
commercant fante, Sam Kanto Brew; il a
deux sceurs et un frere, Henry, qui semble
avoir lui aussi choisi le métier de commer-
¢ant. ’

L’une des caractéristiques de cette

17
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Kwame

Uuay

Nkrumah

grandeur et chute d’un visionnaire
de ['unité africaine
Vwame Hehin

Doctor Nkrumah aye bi am yen
Hwan na one no se ?
{Quelle ceuvre peut se comparer ad celle
qu’'a accomplie le Dr Nkrumah pour les
Ghanéens ?)

Chant populaire akan des années 50.

Quand Kwame Nkrumah mourut en
exil en Roumanie le 27 avril 1972, ses
anciens partisans et ses anciens adversai-
res s’accordaient a reconnaitre qu’il avait
canalisé le mécontentement des peuples
des territoires de la Gold Coast sous
domination britannique (Ashanti et terri-
toires du Nord) en un mouvement organisé
de révolte contre le régime britannique,
qu’il avait amené le peuple 4 la conscience
politique, qu’il en était devenu le leader et
en avait fait une formidable force politique
capable de battre ses rivales. Ainsi, au
bout de dix ans, avait-il pu obtenir en 1957
I'indépendance de la Gold Coast. de I'As-
hanti, des territoires du Nord et du Togo
britannique qui formérent le Ghana. Son
ceuvre servit de modéle aux autres nationa-
listes africains et il soutint les luttes de
libération. Il fut le plus éminent des fonda-
teurs de 'unité africaine. Plus que tout
autre, i symbolisa lidentité assumée de
Phomme noir et la flerté de sa race. Son
nom demeure comme celui de ’émancipa-
teur du Ghana, de Partisan de sa révolu-
tion, de I"un des protagonistes de 'indépen-
dance et de 'unité africaines. d’'un homme
d'Etat de stature mondiaie.

Quand Kwame Nkrumah naquit au
village nzima de Nkroful au sud-ouest du
Ghana, en 1909 selon ses propres dires, les
Britanniques venaient juste d’instaurer le
régime colonial dans la colonie de la Gold
Coast, I’Ashanti. les territoires du Nord.

Son peuple, les Nzima, sont des Akan
marginaux. plus proches. par la culture et

la langue, des Anyi-Baule de Cote d’Ivoire
(surtout). Avec leurs voisins Sanwi, ils
forment un ensemble solidaire a U'intérieur
du groupe linguistique anyi-baule. I est
fort possible que le panafricanisme fervent
de Nkrumah ait été nourri par sa jeune
expérience de la division arbitraire de ces
peuples entre la Grande-Bretagne et la
France aux frontiéres ghanéo-ivoiriennes.

Kwame Nkrumah était le fils unique
de sa mére: mais son pere, forgeron
polygame, avait d’autres enfants. Il semble
que Nkrumah, avec «le charme de sa
personnalité » fut, dés son enfance, mis en
vedette par sa famille.

Il fréquente 1’école catholique de

" Half-Assini, ville cétiére, oll. sous U'influen-
ce d’un prétre, imprégne de piété, il ac-
quiert le gotit de Pautodiscipline.

Interviewé alors qu’il était Premier
ministre de la Gold Coast en 1954, il se
définit a la fois comme un socialiste mar-
xiste et un chrétien n’appartenant & aucune
Eglise. Selon ses proches, il est frugal et ne
boit ni ne fume. Ce qui lui permettra de
supporter les terribles conditions dans les-
quelles il poursuivra ses études aux Etats-
Unis et en Angleterre.

Aprés avoir quitte 'école élémentaire
de Half-Assini, il y enseigne un an puis. de
1926 a 1930, il suit, pour devenir profes-
seur, les cours de la nouvelle école normale
du célébre Prince of Wales College {au-
jourd’hui Ecole Achimota) a Achimota. a
dix kilomeétres au nord d’Accra. La, de son
propre aveu. il subit I'influence décisive du
Dr Kwegyir Aggrey, pédagogue de forma-
tion américaine, vice-principal du collége.
Aggrey était un missionnaire qui voyait
loin. En Amérique, il compatissait particu-
lierement a la misérable situation économi-
que et sociale des Africains. Il en était venu
a penser quils ne pouvaient s'élever,
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the chronicler of Fez, described the deterioration of political and
economic conditions under the Zanata regime during this period. He
says that they oppressed their subjects, shed their blood and violated
their women, and that commodities became in short supply and prices
went up. As food became scarce, chiefs of the Bani Ifran and the
Maghriwa used to break into homes to seize food and to deprive
traders of their goods. In such circumstances, people greeted the arrival
of the Almoravids as a salvation, especially as the Almoravids
immediately abolished all the illegal taxes.!

Maghrawa rule over Wadi Dar®a affected the free movement of the
northern Sanhdja tribes, such as the Lamta and the Jazila. Waggig b.
Zalwi al-Lamti and ‘Abd Allah b. Yisin al-Jazili were members of
these tribes. Beyond the grievances of their own tribesmen, the Malikite
J#gabd’, in the tradition of Kairouan, defended the cause of the people
against oppression by the rulers.

Relations between Waggag and Ibn Yasin continued after the latter’s
departure to the Sahara. Waggag encouraged Ibn Yisin to carry on his
mission after he had been rejected by the Juddala. It is related that after
his victory over the Saharan tribes, Ibn Yasin sent presents to the scholars
(#alaba) and judges (qudar) of the land of the Masmiida. It was very likely
to his former colleagues in the circle of Waggig that these presents
were sent.

In Axt 447 [AD 1055] the learned and pious men of Sijilmidsa and Daz*a wrote
to the fagih ‘Abd Allah b. Yasin and to the amir Yahya b. ‘Umar and the
Almoravid shaykhs urging them to come to their country to purify it of the
evil practices, injustice, and tyranny which were tife there. They told him of
the oppression, contempt and tyranny suflered by men of science and teligion
and the rest of the Muslims at the hands of the amir Mas‘ad b. Wanadin
al-Zanati al-Maghrawi.?

Ibn Khaldiin, who says that Waggig lived at Sijilmasa, states that it
was Waggag who wrote the letter calling on the Almoravids to over-
throw the emirs of Sijilmasa. In the fourteenth century, histotians in
Morocco believed that the Almoravids’ drive northwards and theit
conquest of Sijilmasa and the Siis al-Aqgsa were in response to the call
of the fuqahd’ there. Waggig must have played an important role, as the
anonymous author of Mafakbir al-Barbar wrote in 1312/15: “These two,
namely Waggig and ‘Abd Allah b. Yasin, were the reason for the

1 Ibn Abi Zar', Rawd, 71-2; see also Ibn al-Athir, a/-Kamil, 1x, 428.
2 Ibn Abi Zar*, Rawd, 81.
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GHANA

aggression of the mulathammidin, known as murbitin, out of the desert by
the order of Abt ‘Imran al-Fasi’l

This fourteenth-century historical interpretation ought to be con-
sidered by modern historians, as it brings into focus quite 2 few elements
which have been analysed in this chapter. The Almoravid movement
should be viewed as an offshoot of the Malikite school in Kairouan,
which, after its initial success in the Sahara, rebounded to impose
rigorous Malikism in the Maghrib and Spain. The potential force of the
Sanhija of the desert was recruited by the inspiration of a militant
Islamic ideology to fight for the cause of Malikism and Sanhaja
supremacy.

GHANA

The Almoravids, and in patticular their leader, AbG Bakr b. “Umar, are
credited by oral traditions in Mauritania with the final dispossession
of the Blacks from their strongholds in the Sahara. In fact, the Almora-
vids” exploits marked a decisive stage in a long process in which black
sedentaries retreated south to the Sahel as the Berber nomads advanced.
Axchaeological and traditional evidence indicates that over two
thousand years ago black sedentaries lived as far north as 20° N. One
tradition suggests that Blacks even reached as far as the region of
Saqiyat al-Hamra’:
One whom I found to be trustworthy told me that 2 man used to travel with
his cow from the Saqiya "}-Hamrd’ to Kayhidi [St Louis]. He did not pass
the night in a solitary waste, nor was his cow thirsty. This was due to the
great number of Negroes [there].?

The withdrawal of the black sedentaries, which had been initiated by
the desiccation of the Sahara, was accelerated from the third or the
fourth centuries onwards by the camel-riding $anhdja. By the ninth
century, when Arabic sources provide the earliest contemporary
evidence, the Sanhidja had spread all over the Sahara and had made
contact with the Sudanese of the Sahel. There were, however, black
groups in the interior of the Sahara. Al-Bakri reported black highway
robbers north of Awdaghust, beyond a country inhabited by the
Sanhija. The Lamtiina chief Muhammad Tarashna was killed in war
against the black people of Gangata, perhaps in Adrar. AbG Bakr b.
] L Mafskhir al-Barbar, ed. by B. Lévi-Provengal in Textes Arabes Marocaines (Rabat, 1934),
9

2 “The ancient history of the Mauritanian Adrir and the sons of Shams al-Din’, by
*Abd al-Wadiid b. Ahmad Mawhid al-Shamasdi (died 1944/5), in Noztis, Sabaran mysh, 132.
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importance ne tient pas seulement & leur role de transitaire entre les
Sudan et le reste du monde. Elle est aussi rel{gwusc. Ce‘§ont eux, en
effet. qui ont pris 1a reléve des Arabo-Berberes pour l‘l'slaml‘satxon
des Sudan dans la Boucle du Niger. Gréce a leurs l'ettre's eta leurs
hommes de religion, 3 leurs écoles et a leurs maitres reputes, ils or}t eu
un rayonnement bien au dela des Berbéres et des Songhay 3115911 aux
Manding a 'Ouest et auX Hausa vers I'Est. Par eux, lldeologlg:
almoravide a pu se prolonger dans le temps et d’ans Iespace, au-dela
des limites que fixe habituellement le récit des ¢vénements.

Le renouveau de Ghana

132 gyggére implicitement que Ghana comlx_ut une
période de renouveau mais s affaissa sous les coups des envahisseurs
Susd. Al-Idrisi (milieu du XII° siécle)‘ afﬁrm; que le royaume était
alors prospere et jouissait d’une certaine indépendance. Il c_ieclare a
ce sujet: «Les habitants de Ghana sont musulmans. Le roti est pr;—
senté comme descendant de Saiih b. ‘Abq‘Allah b. Al-Hasan o.
Hasan b. Ali b. Abt Talib. 11 fait faire la priere en son nom propre,
bien qull soit sous la dépendance de PEmir des croyants
«Abbaside»."y
Ce texte est des plus embroullés. I1 est méme doublement con-
tradictoire: le roi se dit indépendant et revendique une ascendance
alide tout en s¢ déclarant en méme temps sunnite et vassal des Ab-
basides! Ibn Khaldun, a qui il ne faut pas en remontrer pom:
les généalogies, doute trés fort de celle-ci e}_deglare‘ tout de go:
«D’aprés l'auteur du «livre de Roger» (ail-ldrm)3 Pancétre eponyme
du roi de Ghana serait Salih b. ‘Abd Allah... Mais on ne connait pas
de Salih parmiles fils de sAbd Allah» ' o
Il est évident qu'une telle généalogie est un faux. Mais qui Pain-

venté? L’intéressé ou les Sanhaja qui le frequengalent et QUl'hll ont
donné ce « nom» pour Pagréger & 1’Islam?‘Peu importe la réponse.
Remarquons simplement que ¢© n’gst pas 14 un cas unique. Les rois
de Kanem, & la méme gpoque, s’attribuaient une asce’n'da_nce remon-
tant & Sayf b. Dht Yazan des Tubba® du Yemen. C etaxtﬁ ak?rs une
mode fort prisee, semble-t-il, pour affirmer une prétendue an_menlx;ete
de Vislamisation ¢t 'honorabilité de Uinteresse et de sa famille. Il ne

Ibn Khaldun

signalant que le pouvoir des

ite a le dit implicitement en ) >
132. [.K. dans le texte cite supr p S nemisme.

gens de Ghana se «defit» aprés avoir et peut-on Supposer,
133. Al-ldrist ibid.

134, Mugaddima 1, chapitre 5. trad. R. 351, par. 596.

1, éd. Quatremére 9
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se{nplc pas toutefois que le choix d'une ascendance alide ait eté in-
spirée par quelque relent du shi'isme fatimide du Maghreb, bien
qubhe alors en ce coin reculé du monde islamique. Il faut voir plus
.sm}p!ement dans cet emprunt a une autre culture, le désir duroid’une
mtegrgtion plus grande dans le milieu islamique et d’un certain
anoblissement devant ses contribules. Le prestige déclinant des rois
du «pays d'e I’or» avait bien besoin d’une telle réévalnation devant les
Siisu animistes qui cherchaient a prendre le dessus.

En dépit de cet affaiblissement, Ghana gardait encore quelque
chose de ses anciennes provinces. On a vu d’aprés un texte d’Al-
Zuhrt qu’il cq_nfrélait des territoires situés du cté de PAdrar des If-
oghas. Al-I.dnsl nous apprend pour sa part que ’on disait la priére au
nom du roi de Ghana a Tiraqqa®?, port fluvial sur le Niger, en aval
de KEbara—Tombouctou,point fort excentrique par rapport a la
caplt'aie. Si cette information du livre de Roger n’est pas anachroni-
que, il faudrait conclure que ’empire de Ghana a servécu longtemps
aprés le sac de la ville parles Almoravides, en 1076.

Le temps des Susu

l\/jais cet empire n’était qu'une fagade. Comme le rapporte Ibn
Kha}dun, cité en début de ce chapitre, les gens de Ghana s’étant af-
faiblis furent vaincus par les Susuy, qui réduisirent toute la population
en esclavage. Aucune date précise n’est avancée. Les faits durent se
passer dans le deuxiéme tiers du XII®siécle.

_ Les Sust sont situés par Ibn Khaldiin'*® 4 ’est de Ghana et 4
I"Ouest du Mali. Plus exactement, ils sont a placer entre Gumbu et
Barr-lalfo au sud de Koumbi Saleh et au nord de Beledougou, sur le
territoire méme de Kanyaga, ou existe encore une ville du nom de
Soso. Ils constituaient 1a un royaume important. Le Faitdsh en parle
sans les nommer. «Il y avait, écrit-il, au pays de Kanyaga une ville
importante et ancienne, batie antérieurement a Dyara et qui servait
de capitale: on la nommait Sain-Demaba... Elle existait depuis le
temps des Kaya Maga (Ghana) et fut ruinée lors de la chute de la

L 135. Cf. al-Idrist, Opus géo. 23; R. 136 par. 211. Traqqa

d’apres Delafosse, Fartash 239 n.2. Voir aussi gonnet et Méz?é%es?sézfz. ?i.dégagirz:,
Trav. /’m"t. et ,S’cienn_'/iques (1914), 132-135. Tiraqqa est peut-étre la Turnka desl Etats.
vassaux énumérés par al-‘Umart pour le Mali (cf. R. 263, par. 434). Trimingham (1962) 69.
n. 4 suggére un rapprochement avec Taranqa mentionné par al-Bakri (trad. 173). 1 semblé
%l;eliﬁraqqa perdit de son importance aux XII®-XIII® siccles avec le développement de
maazgaaitr ;:r;o#;;j.e Tombouctou, dont le port fluvial de Kabara supplanta peu a peu

6367 136. ‘Tbar V1. 412; H.B. 11, 110; R. 342 par. 579, Qalqashandi, V, 283; R. 371 par.
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THE GUINEA COAST

and African rulers, it also created areas of disaffection. This was most

evident where European forts were constructed. The Portuguese at
Cacheu and Bissau, the English in Sierra Leone and the Courlanders in
the Gambia all built forts at one time or another, which raised many
contentious issues between the local African population and themselves.
At these sites and elsewhere, the African ruling class quarrelled with
resident and visiting Europeans over prices, over the quality and the
supply of goods, and over taxes and customs which were their due.
Mulatto middlemen became involved in these disputes, and also in the
struggle over whether trade should be open to all or restricted by and
to a particular European nation.

The question of sovereignty was seldom far from the surface in trade
disputes, and Europeans ttied to intervene in domestic policies to
further their objectives. On the whole African rulers did quite well
in the direct confrontation with Europeans, and did not stop short of
administering a clout or two when the necessity arose; but, on balance,
Europeans were bargaining from a position of strength based on the
nature and development of the political economy of capitalist Europe.

By the end of the eighteenth century, changes were about to descend
upon the African population as a whole — changes about which they
had no knowledge and over which they had no control. Botanists like
Smeathman were poking around, adventurers like Mungo Park were
‘discovering’, BEuropean powers were debating the possibility of
making the trade in slaves illegal for their respective citizens, and
schemes were being devised for repatriating black people in England
and the Americas to Africa. The establishment of the colony at Free-
town and the abolition of the English slave trade did not have an
immediate impact on the history of the region, but they marked the
beginning of a new phase in which the form of the integration into
the European world was to be altered.

THE GOLD COAST

-‘What came to be called the Gold Coast was almost synonymous with
Akan country, which was first linked to the European economy
through the export of gold. Most Akan lived along a belt about 300
kilometres wide, running parallel to the coast between 8o and 400
kilometres inland from what is now the eastern Ivory Coast to
the Volta. Europeans on the coast were able to distinguish Egyira,
Sefwi, Aowin, Wassa, Twifo, Akyem, Akwamu and Kwahu - moving
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CHAPTER 6

Trans-Saharan trade and
the kingdom of ancient Ghana

Trans-Sabaran trade

We saw in Chapter 3 (pp. 46—7) that long-distance trade across the Sahara
had gone on for many centuries before the introduction of the camel.
Originally desert-dwellers sold Saharan salt in exchange for food grown by -
people living to north or south of the desert. The earliest trade goods were
probably carried strapped to the backs of cattle, known as pack-oxen.
Evidence for this is found in the Saharan rock "paintings described in
Chapter 2. Cattle acclimatised to desert conditions could travel several days
without water as they moved from the grazing and water of one oasis to
another. We also saw in Chapter 3 that during the height of Phoenician -
trading from Carthage, desert-dwelling Garamantes rode horse-drawn
‘chariots’ across the desert. These were probably used more for raiding
than for peaceful trading. By the time of the Roman conquest of north
Africa the desert-dwellers had abandoned wheeled chariots in exchange for
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Ghana

(Former Gold Coast)

HANA was the name of an ancient town in western Sudan, which has now
disappeared. According to Barth, it lay not far from Walata. M. Dela-
fosse, however, relying on certain statements by Arab geographers, not-

ably al-Bakri, places Ghana in the Awkar district, about 240 miles north of

the Niger. Martin Hartmann thinks that Ghana must have been nearer
the Niger, not far from Timbuktu.

Barth and Delafosse agree in placing the foundation of Ghana about
300 c.e., and aseribe it to men of some white race. Barth suggests them to be
Fulbe. Delafossc, on the other hand, makes the bold suggestion thal imumi-
grant Jewish-Syrian tribes from Cyrenaica were its founders. One of the
feaders of these immigrants, named Kara, settfed in Awkar and tounded a
state there, which remained under the rule of his descendants till about the
end of the cighth century .. This dynasty was succeeded by another of
Soninko negroes, whose first ruler was called Kaya-Maghan. His successors,
the Sisse-Tunkara, extended their kingdom in the east as fur as the Niger, in
the west to the Atlantic Ocean, in the south to Tekrur, and in the north to
the Sahara. In the tenth cenfury C.E., these kings had to wage long wars with
the Berbers who had settled in Tagant, notably the Lemtuna, the lords of
Awdaghost. But they defeated the Berbers and captured Awdaghost. During
the next fifty years (till about 1050), the kingdom of Ghana was the
most powerful state in West Sudan,

According (o al-Bakri’s description (1067-68), Ghana consisted of
fwo towns; one ol these was inhabited by the Muslims, contained twelve
mosques and numbered jurists and other Muslim scholars among the inhabi-
tants, The other town, six miles distant, was the royal residence. The people,
like their ruler, were fetish-worshippers, but the latter thought highly of the
Muslims, and thercfore chose hisinterpreters, his treasurer, and the majori-
ly of his ministers from among them.

Its situation between the Sudan and the Sahara made Ghana
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Ghana

important trading centre at an early period. The most important unicl; ot
commerce was the gold obtained in the mines of Wangara (the area drained
by the upper Senegal and the Faleme), which the merchants oblained in
Ghayaro, eighteen days’ journey from Ghana.

In spite of its wealth and power, Ghana could not resist the attacks ol
the Almoravids, *Abd Allah bin Yasin seized the town of Awdaghost in
1054-55 c.g. While one section of the Almoravids was conquering the
Maghrib, other troops invaded the Sudan under Abu Bakr, After fifteen
years of war, Abu Bakr finally succeeded in taking Ghana in 1076, The
king had to pay tribute, and the people willingly accepted Isfam.

The death of Abu Bakr gained the kings of Ghana their independence
once more, bul did not restore their former power. The tributary Jands re-
gained their independence one by onc, so that at the end of the twelfth cen-
{ury C.E., the State of Ghana only consisted of Awkar and Bassikunu. It
led a bare existence for a century more until, in 1203 C.E., Sumangurukannte,
chief of the Susu, conquered Ghana and incorporated it in his dominions.
Soon afterwards, a number of the inhabitants, led by a Shaikh, named
tsma‘il, left the town and founded Walata al some distance (o the north-
west. Finally, in 1240, the Malinke chief, Sundaita, overthrew the kingdom
of the Susu and levelled Ghana to the ground.

The present Republic of Ghana is that portion of the Guinea coust which
extends from Assini upon the west to the river Volta on the east. bts former
name, “Gold Coast”, is derived from the quantities of grains of gold mixed
with the sand of the rivers traversing Ghana. The republic extends from
30°7:W., 10 1 °14°E., the length of the coastline being about 370 mifes. ftis
bounded west by the lvory Coast, cast by Togoland., On the north,
Ashanti and the Northern Territories exlend (o 117N,

Though the lagoons, common to the West African coast are found both
at the western and custern extremities of Ghana (Assinl in the west and
Kwitta in the east), the greater part of the coast-line is of a different charac-
ter. Cape Three Poinis juts boldly inlo the sea. The only deep water hai-
bour is that of Takoradi. The chief rivers are the Yolta, the Ankobra and
the Prah; the latter is regarded as a fetish stream by the Fanti and Ashanli.
Great Atlantic rollers break unceasingly upon the shore,

The natives are all of the Negro race. The districts in general are named
after the tribes inhabiting them. Those in the weslern part of the country arc
mainly of Fantistock; the Acera and allied tribes inhabit the eastern portion
and are believed to be the aboriginal inhabitants. 'The Akim, who occupy
the norih-east portion of the Republic, have cngaged 1n gold-digging from
time immemorial, The Akwapim, southern neighbours of the Akim, arc
extensively engaged in agriculture and in trade. The Acera, a clever race,
are to be found in all the towns of the West African coasl as urtisuns and
sailors. On the right bank of the Volta, oceupying Lhe tow marshy land near

365



106 West Africa and Islam,
Islam among the Yoruba, 1600—1800.

Scholars are not in agreement concerning the date of Islam’s arrival among
the Yoruba in western Nigeria. The Nigerian Muslim scholar ‘Abd Allah al-
Huri maintains that Islam came to Yorubaland from Mali in the first half of
the 14th century, while others hold to the view that Muslim traders from
Mali, the Wangarawa, entered the region in the 15th century. Then there are
those who suggest a 16th-century date for the advent of Islam in
Yorubaland.* A number of Muslim scholars, probably of Songhay origin but
resident in Nupe to the north, may have entered northern Yorubaland in the
16th century, their purpose being to request the Alafin of Old Oyo, Ayibode,
to treat a group of his subjects, believed by the Alafin to beresponsible for the
death of his son, in a more just way.

By the first half of the 17th century there were in all likelihood Muslims
living in Yorubaland.2 Some of these were teachers, others were merchants
and others slaves. The latter were brought to Oyo from further north and
eventually sold to Europeans on the coast. By the 18th century, though stiil
a relatively small and largely “expatriate” community, the Muslims in
Yorubaland had become quite an influential group. This can be seen from the
fact that Bashorun Gaha, one of the foremost political figures in the Oyo
Empire in the second half of the 18th century, and Afonja, the commander of
the Oyo army, relied a good deal on the support of the Muslim community in
Old Oyo in their struggles with the Alafin.

Also in the 18th century further south in Lagos the foundations of a Muslim
community were laid by Muslim slaves from Hausaland. By 1775 this com-
munity had prevailed upon Adele, ruler of Lagos, to grant it a degree of
official recognition. Some of the elders in Lagos did not, however, approve of
Adele’s tolerance and mounted a campaign which led to Adele being exiled in
Badagry in 1780. One of Adele’s successors, Kisoko, showed himself to be as
tolerant and open-minded as Adele and he too was exiled, this time to Epe on
the Lagos lagoon. Many of the Lagos Muslims followed Kisoko to Epe and set
up a Muslitn community there.

Islam in Asante.

Muslims began arriving in Kumasi, capital of Asante in modern Ghana, in
the 18th century. These Muslims came from further north, from Gonja,
Mamprussi, Dagomba and from centres in the upper and middle Niger region
and even from North Africa. Some of these states, as we have seen, became
tributaries of Asante as a result of Asante expansion northwards during the
reign of Opoku Ware (1717 —1750), and the Muslims who travelled south
from these states and settled in Kumasi came to represent their own commer-
cial and political interests and those of their states. The Mande-speaking
traders and other Muslim traders from North Africa were also attracted to
Asante by its natural resources, in particular its gold and kola. The Bey and
his Mamluk in Tunis in North Africa were said in the 1840s to be consuming
great quantities of kola nuts.

By about 1800 the Muslim community in Kumasi, situated in the centre of

iy

West Africa
and
Islam

A Study of Religious
Development from the
8th to the 20th Century

by Peter B. Clarke

Edward Arnold

c. 1600 —1800: Widening horizons 107

the town close to the main market and the royal palace, was made up of
several hundred people some of whom were scholars and religious specialists
while others were merchants. It was a community, then, with a considerable
amount of talent and expertise, something the Asantehene and the chiefs
were not slow to recognise. The rulers were particularly interested in availing
themselves of the talents and gifts of the sharifs, those Muslim holy men who
claimed descent from Prophet Muhammad’s family and were endowed with
baraka, that is, a blessing and spiritual power which many people believed
enabled them to heal and ensure success or failure. :

Muslims in Kumasi became the advisers to the rulers on important matters
of state and they also came to control the distributive trade in gold, kola, salt
and slaves, while at the same time securing a monopoly over the cattle indus-
try. Thus they wielded considerable economic and political power. They
were also allowed to preach and teach Islam. The involvement of Muslims,
however, in the life of the court as advisers to the rulers meant that they were
obliged to make compromises. They had, for example, to attend royal
ceremonies involving traditional religious ritual and sacrifices. They did try,
however, as we shall see, to change some of the un-Islamic ritual and worship
performed at the royal court.

Islam in Sierra Leone and Liberia.

Islam had reached as far as the Sierra Leone coast by the 18th century. It was
brought into what is today Sierra Leone by the Soso, Fulani and Mandinka
from Futa Jallon in central Guinea who decided to leave their homeland and
to migrate around the time of the holy war launched by Alfa Karamoko in
1726 (see Chapter 4, p. 84), and later after the destruction of Kankan by
Konde Briama in 1765.

In Sierra Leone some of the Fulani settled in the east among the Limba,
while the Mandinka took over the government of Port Loko from the Temne
people of Sierra Leone and made it into an Islamic centre. A number of Sierra
Leonean chiefs decided to become Muslims and considered it worthwhile to
employ as secretaries Muslims literate in Arabic, and in this way Muslims
gained access to positions of influence and power. By 1800, however, only
very few of the indigenous people of the forest and coastal region of Sierra
Leone had become Muslims. What existed in Sierra Leone was in essence a
small Muslim community consisting mainly of local chiefs and expatriate
Muslim merchants and warriors.

Islam likewise came to Liberia from the upper Niger region. Among the
people of Liberia first influenced by Islam in this period were the Vai,
Manding and Gola. The movement of Muslims from Futa Jallon towards the
coast for purposes of trade and articularly in the 18th century, made
for a stronger and more widespread Muslim presence in Liberia.

Ceonclusions.

In the period 1600 — 1800 Islam in some areas lost ground for a time in and
around Songhay, for example, after the Moroccan conquest in 1591, and at
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Mit dem Ende des ersten vorchristlichen
Jahrtausends war im wesentlichen die heutige
Aufteilung der riesigen saharischen Gebiete in
einen von verschiedenen Berbergruppen be-
stedelten Raum abgeschlossen. Im Westen der
Sahara etablierten sich die Sanhadja-Berber,
die Vorfahren der heutigen Mauren, im Zen-
tralteil die Garamanten, die Vorliufer der
Tuareg, und im Tibesti die dthiopiden Troglo-
dyten, aus denen die heutigen Tubu(Teda, Da-
za) hervorgingen. Mit der fortschreitenden
Austrocknung der Wiiste verdringte um die
Zeitenwende das geniigsame und hervorra-
gend an die Wiistenbedingungen angepafite
Kamel (Dromedar) das anspruchsvollere
Pferd. Die jiingsten Felsbilder, die um die oder
kurz nach der Zeitenwende entstanden, zei-

en hellhiutige Kamelreiter. In Smisc . . . o
8 8 der romischen Felsmalerei eines Kamelreiters (um die Zeiten-

Kaiserzeit wurde unter Kaiser Septimus Seve- wende), Wadi Djanet, Tassili-Gebirge (Algerien)
rus(193-211), einem in Leptis Magna (heutiges
Libyen) geborenen Berber, die Kamelzucht in Tripolitanien geférdert. Von dort brachten die
Garamanten, die Vorfahren der Tuareg, das »Schiff der Wiiste« in die zentralsaharischen Gebiete
und erméglichten damit seit dem 3. Jh. einen regelrechten transsaharischen Handel zwischen
Nordafrika und den allmihlich aufblithenden innerafrikanischen Kénigreichen. Beleg dieses
entstehenden Handelsaustausches sind die romischen Funde im Grab der sTuareg-Kénigin« Tin
Hinan am Westrand des Hoggar (Abalessa), wo man romische Lampen, Waffen, Gerite aus
Eisen und Kupfer sowie Miinzen mit dem Bild des Kaisers Konstantin aus dem 4. Jh. fand.
Die zunehmende Austrocknung der Sahara seit 2500 v. u. Z. bewirkte die Abwanderung der
neolithischen schwarzen Saharier in die sudanischen Savannen, wo sie sich mit einer zahlen-
miflig kleinen paliolithischen Bevélkerungsschicht vermischten. Um 700 v.u.Z. entwickelten
sich aus dieser schwarzafrikanischen Mischbevélkerung die berihmte Kultur von Nok im
heutigen zentralen Nigeria und die Sao-Kultur am Siidrand des Tschadsees. Altafrikanischen
Legenden zufolge sollen die Einwanderer aus dem Norden Riesen gewesen sein, die mit einer
Hand Wasserliufe absperren konnten. Ausgrabungen von Jean Paul und Annie Lebeuf im
Hochland von Bauchi (Nigeria) brachten 1943 eine grofle Zahl von Statuetten und Masken aus
Terrakotta von hohem kiinstlerischem Wert und sogar Bronzeschmuck zum Vorschein, der im
Gelbgufiverfahren hergestellt war. Die Menschen der »Nok Figurine Cultureckannten auch die
Kunst der Eisenverhiittung, ebenso wie die Sao, die am Schari und Logone, den groﬁen'Tschad-
see-Zufliissen, lebten und zahlreiche befestigte Ruinen hinterlassen haben. Diese Festungen wei-
sen darauf hin, daf} der Sudan um die Zeitenwende eine Zone war, in der zahlreiche Kriege zwi-
schen verschiedenen Volkerschaften stattfanden, die sich die fruchtbaren Landstriche um den
Tschadsee gegenseitig streitig machten.
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Bronzezeitliche Funde sind auch aus Mauretanien belegt. Um 500 v. Chr. forderte und ver-
arbeitete man in der Umgebung der heutigen Bergbaustadt Akjoujt bereits Kupfer. Die Verbrei-
tung der Metallurgie, vor allem der Eisenverhiittung, die sich in dieser Zeit im gesamten Sahel-
Sudan vollzog, begiinstigte politisch-soziale Umwilzungen. Waffen aus Eisen bildeten die
Grunidlage zur Kontrolle des Salzhandels und die Voraussetzung zur Entstehung kleinerer
Herrschaftsbereiche im Umkreis der Stidte des unteren Senegalgebietes (Tekrur) sowie im
Umland der Stadt Gao am Niger. In dieser Zeit entstanden in den afrikanischen Gesellschaften
eigene Schmiede- und Handwerkerkasten, welche die Uberschiisse von den Bauern aufkauften.

“Uberschiisse konnte man in dieser Zeit durch die Anwendung der neuen Eisentechnologie

fIHaéke, Beile) produzieren. In zahlreichen schwarzafrikanischen Uberlieferungen sind die
Ahtien Schmiede-Konige, was beweist, dafd die Srammesfiihrer die wertvolle Technik zu mono-
polisieren suchten. Durch die Berber gelangte von Norden her die Pferdezucht in den Sahel-
Sudan. Diese begiinstigte die Konstituierung und den Zusammenhalt groflerer Herrschaftsbe-
reiche, denn das Pferd wurde zum Vermittler zwischen den sich am Siidrand der Wiiste ent-
wickelndef) Staatswesen.

In den ersten nachchristlichen Jahrhunderten engte die Einwandenung zahlreicher Vlker und
Stimme aus der immer trockener werdenden Sahara den Lebensraum der seit dem Neolithikum
im Sahel-Sudan lebenden Altnigritier immer mehr ein. Seit dem 10. Jh. gerieten diese in eine
bedrohliche Lage, da sich im ndrdlichen Sahel die grofien neusudanischen Konigreiche (Ghana,
Mali) negro-islamischer Kultur und Staaten negro-afrikanischen Typs im Siiden (Benin,
Yoruba, Akan) entwickelten. Die zahlreichen kleinen altsudanischen Stimme wurden so im
Laufe des Mittelalters immer stirker in abgelegene Regionen verdringt. Zwischen dem 10. und
dem 19. Jh. entstanden im Sahel-Sudan mindestens 20 hierarchisch strukturierte Konigtiimer,
die auf hoch entwickelter staatlicher Orgartisation und michtigen Kriegsheeren befuhten. An
ihren Grenzen gerieten sie immer wieder in Konflikt mit den animistischen altnigritischen
Stimmen, die sich einer Unterwerfung und Islamisierung durch Flucht entzogen, indem sie ent-
weder kleine, begrenzte Territorien dichter besiedelten oder in unwegsame, meist gebirgige Re-
gionen abwanderten.

Das Reich Ghana

Die Macht Ghanas, des iltesten westafrikanischen Grofireiches, griindete sich auf seinen sagen-
haften Goldreichtum. Gold stellte im Sahel-Sudan schon in sehr frither Zeit ein Tauschmittel
fiir das lebensnotwendige Salz aus der Sahara dar. Das »Goldland Ghanas, wie es der arabisché’
Geograph Al Fasani nannte, ist eine auf Mischlinge zwischen Berbern und Negern (Soninke)
zuriickgehende Staatsgriindung im westlichen Sudan. Die Hauptstadt des Reiches besafls als
{iberregionaler Handelsplatz grofle Bedeutung fiir den Transsaharaverkehr zwischen Marokko
und Westafrika. Gegen Ende des 8. Jhs. wurde der letzte Berberkdnig bei einem Einfall der
Soninke gestiirzt und dem bisherigen Kénig des Landes Wagadu (:Land der Herden() die
Leitung des Ghana-Reiches iibertragen. Unter den schwarzen Soninke und ihren Nachfahren,
den Marka und Dafing, erlebte das Reich Ghana dann in der Mitte des 9.]hs: seine grofite Aus-
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Islamische und traditionelle schwarzafrikanische
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ISLAM IN DAGOMBA: ISLAMIZATION THROUGH A
CENTRALIZED KINGDOM IN PRE-COLONIAL
GHANA

BABA YUNUS MUHAMNMAD

The influence of Islam on the evolution of Ghana's society and culture has
received little or no attention in Ghanaian historiography.! All that is known
about Islam and Muslims in Ghanaian history is their role in the expansion of the
kola nut and Gold trade from Ashanti to Hausaland and the Middle East.

In his assessment of the state of Islam in Dagomba in 1927, Mr. Cardinall, o
renowned western historian says "Mohammedanism here has never made the
slightest progress, the Dagomba Federation having been throughout the centuries
a bulwark against the influence of Islam.” Prof. Trimingham is of the view that
"the Guinea states in the South lie outside our sphere since they were not in
~contact with the Sudan states and were uninfluenced by Islam"’.

It appears we Muslims in Ghana have accepted this blatant historical distortion of
our past without even bothering to question the validity of these claims, despite
having at our disposal the volumes of material on our heritage, wrilten and

‘bequeathed us by our ancestors. The bitter fact is that most of us in Ghana don't
even know what our Islamic heritage is. If we know, we don't appreciate it. It is
pathetic that we have had to wait until in the early 1960s for Professors [vor
Wilks and Thomas Hodgkin to travel ail the way from Europe to Ghana to tell us
that Ghana has an Islamic past, with a" living Islamic literary tradition, which is
as valid and interesting as the various post Christian European traditions with
which most of us are more closely' associated"* and that Cardinall and
Trimingham have been wrong in insisting that Islam has no influence in Ghana.
Credit should therefore be given to them for their bold, fair and pioneering et
Forts in the studies of the Islamic factor in Ghanaian historiography.

The aim of this paper is to discuss the process of Islamization in Dagomba, a
political kingdom now lying in the Northem part of the modem state of Ghana
which Cardinall claims has "throughout the centuries been a bulwark against the

' IvorWilks, 1963,
AW Cardinall, In Ashanti and Beyond, 1927, pp- 107-8.
s Triminghain, A history of Islam in West Africa, 1962, p.7

4 Thomas Hodgkin, The Islamic Literary tradition in Ghana, 1966.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUSLIM SETTLEMENTS
IN GHANA: THE KAMGBUNLI EXPERIENCE: 1901-
1942

M.A.SEY

This is the success story of a people predominantly traditional African
believers, who embraced Islam in 1901 and have for the past several decades
kept the faith and practice of Islam alive and unadulterated for nearly a century.
Strangely enough this phenomenon has not attracted the attention of the great
masters of the history of Islam in West Africa like Professor J.S. Triminghaml,
Professor Mervyn Hiskettl, Professor J.O. Hunwick’ , Professor Adu-Boahen® ,
Professor Peter Clarke’ , Professor Onwubiko®, Professor Nora Lathanm’,
Professor Nehemia Levtzion®, Professor Ward” and Professor Lewis 1o name
only a few. A vacuum therefore exists in the history of Islam in West Africa in
general and Ghana in particular. This vacuum is all the more frightening when
viewed from the fact that it is this same district that produced Ghana's first
President Dr. Kwame Nikrumah and the first Ghanaian Attorney-General of
post Independence Ghana, Alhaji Bashir Kwao Swanzy. It is this vacuum that
urged me on to humbly venture into this area in order to narrow the gap. The
cause of this missing link however is not on the line at the moment. What
concerns me now is that Ghana is a multi religious country comprising
Christians, Muslims and Traditional African Believers. The term Zongo in
Ghana signifies a muslim section of the society. Muslims have also settled
under names other than Zongo such as, Fadama (The marshland), Darus-Salam
(the abode of peace) Madina {The city, based on the city of Madinah in Saudi
Arabia), Mabrouk (The blessed), Sukura (gratitude or thanks) Mallam (the

t J.S. Trimingham: A History of Islam in West Africa Oxford University Press, 1970. A Comprehensive
History of Islam in West Africa used still in Academic Circles.

2 Mervyn Hiskett: The Development of Islam in West Africa, Longman, London 1984. An Authoritative
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¢ A. Adu-Boahen: Topics in West African History, Longman 1977.

5 Peter Clarke: West African and Islam, London 1982. 6. X.B.C. Onwubiko: History of West Africa 1000-
1800.

6 Africana Publishers, Nigeria,1984.

7 Nora Latham: The Heritage of West Africa, Hulton Educational Publications, London, 1964.

i Nehemia Levtzion: Muslims and Chiefs in West Africa Oxford University Press, London,1968.

9

W.E.P. Ward: A History of Ghana. Allen and Unwin, London,1958.
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states that at the present time the Fulani “minimise criticism by limiting
the distribution of these political tracts by the Shehu” (p. 175). This is
surely unfounded, as perusal of the NORLA book lists will show; moreover,
the texts are readily to be obtained from the market booksellers all over
the Northern Region, and where scarcities occur of particular works, this
is to be attributed to the perishable nature of the materials on which they
were written and not to any deliberate policy of withholding. There may of
course be a reluctance to show works which are venerated for religious
reasons to outside enquirers, but this is a different matter.

Mary Smith, Baba of Karo, 2d impression, London, 1964, p. 131.

For example, Wakar mujaddadi Shehu ta tabban hakikan, Wakokin Hausa,
pp. 26-32.

“The Influence of Islam on a Sudanese Religion,” Monographs of the
American Ethnological Society, Vol. 10, 1949.

1bid., p. 69.

Hiskett, “An Islamic Tradition of Reform,” p. 580. It is not entirely clear
whether the term was originally Al-Maghili’s or the Shehu’s own.

“Song of Bagauda,” I11, where the significance of the song is discussed.
Al8/33.

An unpublished manuscript in my possession entitled Wakar gargadi ga
mutane su daina bin malaman dibbu.

Clearly this view rests largely on interpretation, and I have noted M. G.
Smith’s statement “To these Muslim Hausa, however, such conditions
demonstrated the illegitimate character of Fulani rule, with its hypocritical
claims to represent Islam. . . .” (“Historical and cultural conditions,” p-
181). His view appears to me correct only in so far as it applies to the
deposed Habe austocracy. As far as the mass of the Hausa talakawa are
concerned, they have demonstrated a large measure of acceptance of the
Islamic hierarchy imposed by the jihad.
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Coastal West Africa®

EARLY MOSLEMS IN THE VOLTA BASIN

By the fifteenth century the trade routes from Timbuktu and Jenne
on the Niger had been extended southward to the~gold-bearing and
kola-producing areas in the fringes of the forest.! Thesc trade routes from
the Sahil crossed the Sudanese and Guj
In the Guinea savanna of Upper Volta, northeast Ivory Coast, northern
(}hang and northern Togo lives a group of tribes which are classified by
linguists as speaking Voltaic languages.? Many of these peoples live in
stateless societies (Lobi, Talense, and others). This segmentary political
system had been typical to the whole region until the beginning of the
fifteenth century. At about that period the states of Dagomba, Mamprusi,

and Mossi were founded by invaders from the northeast, probably from
the vicinity of Hausaland 3

Jenne through Mossi, Mamprusi and Dagomba. The trade was carried by
Moslem traders of Mande origin known as Dyula. The Dyula are called
Yarse by the Mossi and the Dagomba, and Wangara by the Hausa. The
term Wangara is now used throughout Ghana to denote Moslems of
Mande origin, whether Dyula, Ligby, Dafing, Marka, or any other group.

The early batch of Yarse, Mande traders, came to settle in Moss;
during the reign of the fifth king of Mossi, Kundumie,* at the end of the
fifteenth or beginning of the sixteenth century. They adopted the language

* This chapter preceded the writing of a comprehensive work which covers the same

aspects with more details and documentation; see N, Levtzion, Muslims and Chiefs in

?jvxzt[d{kflrggé A Study of Islam in the Middle Voita Basin in the Pre-Colonial Period,
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France), clearly with an anti-Islamic purpose (see James Kritzeck, Peter the Venerable and Islam
(Princeton 1964); for other translations and interpretations, see Southern, Western Views, Daniel,
Islam andthe West, and W. Montgomery Watt, Bell’s introduction to the Qur’an (Edinburgh 1970).
For eighteenth-century translations and uses of Arabic, Persian, and Turkish literary works, see
Martha Pike Conant, The Oriental Tale in England in the Eighteenth Century (New York 1908),
Appendix B.I. and B.IL; cf. Altick, English Common Reader, Appendix B “Best Sellers”, 381-90.

The late nineteenth-century English Wesleyan minister Benjamin Gregory who apparently claimed
to have read The Arabian Nights and the Apocrypha atage eight, was an exceedingly unusual human
being (Richard D. Altick, The English Common Reader: A Social History of the Mass Reading

. Public 1800-1900 (Chicago 1957), 119).

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

15.

- Some useful works on Arabic-speaking immigrants and American Muslims are Sameer Y. Abraham

and Nabeel Abraham (eds.), Arabs in the New World: Studies on Arab-American Communities
(Detroit 1983); Alixa Naff, Becoming American: The Early Arab Immigrant Experience (Carbondale
and Edwardsville 1985); E. Allen Richardson, Islamic Cultures in North America: Patterns of Belief
and Devotion of Muslims from Asian Countries in the United States and Canada: (New York, 1981);
Arif M. Ghayur “Muslims in the United States: Settlers and Visitors”, The Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, 454 (1981), and “Ethnic Distribution of American Muslims
and Selected Socio-Economic Characteristics”, JOURNAL Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs, s,
1(1983-84); Earle H. Waugh, Baha Abu-Laban, and RegulaB. Qureshi (eds.), The Muslim Conmununiry
inNorth America (Edmonton 1983); Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad and Adair T, Lummis, Islamic Values
in the Unired States: A Comparative Study (New York and Oxford 1987).

See Clifton E. Marsh, From Black Muslims 10 Muslims: The Transition from Separatism 1o Islam,
1930-1980 (Metuchen, New Jersey, and London 1984).

See Akbar Muhammad, “Muslims in the United States: An Overview of Organisations, Doctrines
and Problems”, The Islamic Impact, edited by Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad, Byron Haines and Ellison
Findly (Syracuse 1984), 198-9, and my forthcoming study of Mohammed A.R. Webb.

See Arthur H. Faucet, Black Gods of the Meiropolis: Negro Religious Cults of the Urban North
(Philadelphia 1944). )

See my forthcoming paper on African American relations with Muslim peoples.

Here I refer to the Nation of Islam organisation which was led by the Honourable Elijah Muhammad
until his death in February 1975, not that of the same name now led by Minister Louis Farrakhan.
The former was also known as the “Black Muslims”, a name which was further popularised, not
without objection, by C. Eric Lincoln’s still useful study, The Black Muslims in America (Boston
1961 and 1973). Another good study of the Nation is E.U. Essien-Udom’s Black Nationalism- A
Searchfor An Identity in America (Chicago 1962). The primary source of the Nation’s doctrines and
its national and world views is Elijah Muhammad’s Message 1o the Blackman in America (Chicago
1965). '

See Akbar Mubammad, “Interaction Between ‘Indi genous’ and ‘Immigrant’ Muslims in the United
States; Some positive Trends”, Hijra Magazine (Los Angeles), March/April 1985, 13-15.

See, for example, John Hick and Edmund S. Melizer (eds), Three Faiths One God: A Jewish,
Christian, Muslim Encounter (Albany 1989).

Iris well known that even during the era of the Crusades European Christians wished to convert
Muslims to Christianity; see, for example, James Thayer Addison, The Christian Approach to the
Moslem: A Historical Study (New York 1966), and Benjamin Z. Kedar, Crusade and Mission:
European Approaches toward the Muslims (Princeton 1984).
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‘A Comparison Of Muslims As Minorities in the Volta

Region, Ghana, The Cote d’Ivoire and Among the
Yoruba of Nigeria in West Africa
Bruce M Haight
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But God does not answer the man who prays,
If he is a sinner and a rebel.
Their town resembled a corpse,
Which a magician comes and touches
To make his spirit return to his body - which then
Refuses to do so. .
They were destroyed by their tyranny,
And buried under their own filth.
al-Hajj ‘Umar of Salaga, Gonja
trans. B.G. Martin
(Goody and Braimah, 1967: 201)

The responses by Muslim Mande (in the Bighu area) o the question of the
legitimacy of particular spirits ranged from total acceptance {o utter rejection,
Feelings expressed about the Gbain masking cult, for example, were very
mixed, depending on which segment of a Muslim community was being
interviewed. Numerous members of the ‘ulama’ classified the Gbain as an
“unbelieving” jinni, but for the majority of Muslims, including a sizable
number of learned karamokos, the Gbain was clearly a converigd spirit.
There seemed (o be no other way of explaining its contributions against
witchceraft in various Muslim villages. A few individuals suggested that the
Gbain ultimately came under the protection and authority of Allah, thereby
extending a measure of legitimacy to the cult, but they maintained that the
tradition was pagan in its inspiration and orientation,

(Bravmann, 1974 33)

Lamidi Fakeye has hit his stride as an artist. He roots all this inhis association

with good friends, his family inheritance, his Yoruba identity, his Nigerian

citizenship, his Africanness and above all in his relationship to his God

whom he believes has chosen to bless him in this fashion. The success and 4
recognition which have come to him are thus seen not as an end to be sought, “
but as offshoots of faithfulness to all that was good in his life and work.

(Haight, 1987b: 2)

Introduction

There are many ways one might approach the study of Muslims as minorities in a
given region. One way is to provide a survey of the literature. I have included a
representative bibliography organized by region as an indication of how much work
has already been done in this regard. One surprising feature is that art historians have
been among the first to study Muslims as minorities in West Africa, and they have

; /
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and ceremonies are performed to propitiate the good
spirits and keep away the evil ones. Together with
the pakir, traditional shamans and practitioners
(balian) wq‘rship the divinities.

Islam has not changed traditional religion, it just
reshaped it to make it compatible with a monotheistic
nature. Some of the names of the supernatural beings
were changed and to the traditional magical spellings
and prayers was adjoined of profession of faith: “La
ilaha illa” Llah wa Muhammad Rasullullah” (“There
is no God but Alldh and Muhammad is His Prophet™)
The entire complex of beliefs and prayers existing
before the conversion has been maintained, but
simultaneously submitted to the ultimate authority
of Allah.
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M. SHAKIRDUBE

Mole-Dagbane-Speaking Peoples

Community of Ghana, Nigeria

The many societies of the Mole-Dagbane-
speaking peoples of northern Ghana and the adjacent
parts of neighbouring countries are built upon a
common linguistic and historical base. Numbering

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE WORLD MUSLIMS

approximtely 7.7 million people, the societies range
from small isolates of a couple of thousand to the 5
million Mossi, most of whom live in Upper Volta.
Most of the other 30 or so societies number in the
tens of thousands, the largest being the Grusi
(473,000) and Dogamba (350,000), population
estimates being based on inaccurate census figures
of 1960 and 1967. Muslims account for no more
than 35 per cent of the entire Mole-Dagbane-speaking
peoples, with the largest concentration among
the Mossi.

The Mole-Dagbane-speaking peoples are not so
much ‘Muslim’ as they are ‘influenced by Muslims’.
They affect the economy and society of the entire
region without being politicaly or numerically
dominant. Indeed, so ethnically pluralist is the region
that the leading historian of Islam in the region has
distinguished the ‘dispersion of Muslims’ from the
spread of Islam’. :

Mole-Dagbane is a linguistic term for a group
of related languages. Alternate terms for the language

“family are Voltaic and Gur; Mole-Daghbane is

sometimes applied to a subgrouping of the Gur
family. Mole-Dagbane languages are found in the
basin drained by the middle and upper parts of the
Volta River, which rises in three branches in Upper
Volta and crosses Ghana to the sea. The head-waters
of the river are in Mossi country

It is the so-called Middle Volta Basin that is home
to the Mole-Dagbane peoples. A few outlying groups
include the Dogon, famous for their art, in the
Bandiagara Escarpment in Mali, northwest of the
Mossi, who forced them there. Others are the Bassari,
Batonun and related pepples who live east of the
Volta Basin in northern Togo Benin and Nigeria.

In structure, Mole-Dagbane societies range from
‘acephalous’ groups with no greater authority than
the patriarch of an extended family to a string of
genealogically related kingdoms. each with
complicated internal organisations. Kingdoms
include a variety of ethnic groups, not all of them
Mole-Dagbane-speaking, the result being a lack of
any fixed individual identity. A given ethnic group
may occur in more than one kingdom. or both in
and out of such organised states. A particular clan
may spread lineal kinship connections across several
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A.A. SHAMIM

S
Mossi

}
Community of Ghana, Ivory Coast and Nigeria

The Mossi are one of the major peoples living
in the basin of the Volta River, south of the great
bend of the Niger River. They number nearly 4.9
_ million, nearly all of whom live—or have their family
homes—in Upper Volta, where they constitute about
half the population. Some one-half million Upper
Volta Mossi work in Ivory Coast, Ghana and other
neighbouring countries. A conservative estimate is
that slightly more than one-third, or 1.8 million, are
Muslim. (Mossi is often spelled ‘Moshi’ in British
and Ghanaian writing.)

Mossi speak Moore, sometimes written More or
Mole, which is a member of the Gur or Voltaic
subfamily of Niger-Congo. The Voltaic culture area
includes much of Upper Volta, northern Ghana,
northern Togo and adjacent small areas of Ivory
Coast, Mali and Benin. Besides the Mossi, the
Voltaic peoples include such culture groups as the
Talensi, the Konkomba, the Dogon and the Lobi, as
well as the Dagomba and Mamprusi kingdoms in
northern Ghana.

It was in this area that the Moosi kingdom of
Tenkodogo was founded in the fifteenth century by
cavalry from the Dagomba and Mamprusi states.
From Tenkodogo, in turn, the Mossi states of
Ouagadougou and Yatenga, and the related Gour-
mantche state of Fada N’Gurma, were established.
These three Mossi states, along with various
interstitial buffer states and dependencies, formed
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the Mossi homeland. Basic Mossi culture is shared

with all Voltaic societies, both those with centralised
governments and those with lineage elders or village

_chiefs as the highest authorities. Mossi live in
dispersed settlements in which segments of extended

families dwell within walled compounds about 300

~ feet apart. Villages are formed of partrilineally

related males and their wives. A proportion of
households may consist of men who have settled
instead in their wife’s or, more usual ly, their mother’s
village. Over time, the descendants of such men (and
even of outright immigrants without kin ties) will be

~absorbed as full members of the village kinship core.

Traditionally, a senior male presided over a large
compound containing himself, his wives and children,
his younger brother and their families and married
sons. The family was held together by an ideology
of kinship based on a religion in which ancestral
spirits influenced the fortunes of their descendants,
enforced by the fact that land was held collectively
by families. Even in states (like Mossi) where chiefs
controlled access to land, rights were vested in
families not individuals.

Except for the families who were clients of a
chief or king (and who were usually descended from
war captives or immigrants), an individual’s place
in society was determined by kinship. Even the often
overlooked ability of individuals to exploit alternative
opportunities through their kinship links to their
mother’s family did not undercut the dominant
patrilineal organisation as much as it reinforced the
overall sense that individuals existed as part of larger
families. »

Economic development in the region, especially
the internationally funded Volta valley project, which
is opening new and fertile lands for cultivation is
inducing change in the traditional family structures.
There is a trend towards nuclear families in which a
man, his wives and children form a social and

‘economic unit better able to conserve their own gains.

Most Mossi, indeed over 90 per cent of the Upper
Volta population, live by subsistence hoe farming in
rural villages. The countryside is flat and arid,
covered by bush, scattered trees and a few mesas or
smaller outcroppings. The thin soil is red with
laterite. Daily activities depend on the season.
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West Africa showing the empire of Ghana in the ninth cenfury cg

Ghana
Medieval West African kingdom heavily influenced by
Islam which flourished between the eighth and eleventh
certfuries.

Like other medieval West African kingdoms the
empire of Ghana was not so much a centralized
territorial entity as a network of different kinship
groups, castes and age sets owing allegiance to the
ruler of a powerful dynasty. Despite its rather
diffuse nature the empire was well known in North
Africa by the end of the eighth century and was
marked on a map made before 333. The fame of
the city derived from its role as the major supplier
of gold which during the eighth and ninth centuries
was sent via Sijilmasa and Tahert to North Africa.

98

Although the empire never became Muslim the
ruler had a high degree of respect for Islam and
many of the more important positions of govern-
ment were filled by Muslims.

In goo disruption of the trade routes led the
ruler of Ghana to launch an expedition to capture
the oasis city of Awdaghast from the Berbers and
impose a black governor. However, in 1077 the
capital of Ghana was attacked by the Berber Al-
moravids who massacred many of the inhabitants
and forced the remainder to convert to Islam.
Whilst this conquest destroyed Ghana as an
empire, a reduced kingdom of this name continued
to survive into the twelfth century; al-Idrisi writing
in 1154 described the capital as the most extensive
and thickly populated town of the blacks with the
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economic core of all the Aimaq. In autumn and
winter, professional shepherds take the cattle to the
lower steppes along the Soviet border.

Conditions in Badghis permit the production of
a considerable surplus of agricultural products that
can be sold in the nearby markets of Herat or Qala
Nau. Carpet weaving brings additional cash.

The narrow defiles in mountainous Ghor provide
only limited space for irrigated agriculture. There is
less rainfall than in Badghis. Yields in dry farming
are much lower than in Badghis, and during the
severe winters the cattle must be kept in stables,
which limits the number of animals. Fodder must be
grown on the limited irrigable lands.

Although Ghor (as a province is now called
Chakhcharon) is less densely populated than Badghis,
the Firuzkuhi and Taimani always have been
economically more restricted than the population of
Budghis. After two years of drought followed by the
severe winter of 1971-1972, the population of Ghor
and adjacent E-Badghis (where the Firuzkuhi live)
was virtually decimated. Recovery was slow. West
and central Badghis have been affected heavily, too,
but because of the existing economic infrastructure.
in the vicinity of Herat, the worst was prevented.

Besides the Char Aimaq, there are half a dozen
other semi-sedentary, semi-nomadic or nomadic
Aimaq in western Afghanistan, chiefly in Herat
Province, among them, 34,000 Timuri, 18,500 Tahiri,
15,500 Zuri, 12,400 Maleki and 5,000 Mishmast.
Still other now fully sedentary groups who consider
themselves or are classified by Heratis as Aimaq are
17,000 Kipchak, 6,000 Chenghizi, 2,000 Chagatai,
1,500 Mobari, 1,000 Badghisi, 1,000 Ghuri, 1,000
K.akeri, 200 Damanrigi and 200 Khamidi.

The Timuri were once the most powerful and
most numerous of the ‘lesser’ Aimaq. Their
homeland can be traced to western Badghis, where
now in the country of Gulran a part of this tribe
borders Jamshidi country. It is here that the best
qualities of the so-called Herat Baluch rugs are
woven by the women of some of the Timuri
subtribes, such as the Kaudani, Shirkhani,
Yakubkhani and Zakani.

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
an important part of this tribe moved to what is now
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Iranian Khorasan, where today there still live 25,000
Timuri who have incorporated various small groups
of Jamshidi, Zuri and other Aimaq. Only some 250
Jamshidi and perhaps 1,500 Aimag-Hazara live in
the vicinity of Meshed and preserve the traditions of
their origins.

Many of the Timuri in Iran and some of those in
Badghis are nomadic, while others, especially in the
oases around Herat and near Shindand, are settled.
A group of Pushtunised Timuri pastures its herds
near Baghlan in northeast Afghanistan. The Timuri-
Hazara to the north of Ghazni stem from the same
tribe. There are only a couple of hundred Jamshidi
and Aimag-Hazara in Soviet Turkmenistan, where
they live near Kushka.

Since the invasion of Afghanistan by Soviet
troops in 1979, there is evidence that the Aimagq are
cooperating with the resistance to the central
government attempts to control the country.
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Akan / /
Tribe of Ghana and Ivory Coast

The Akan-speaking peoples of West Africa
inhabit the tropical rain forest and the transitional
Savanna in the southern half of Ghana, the western
part of the Volta region, Togo and the Ivory Coast.
Despite a high degree of cultural homogeneity, they
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| The Muslim World

7 Muslims in ‘GHANA’

1

o Location - " West Africa
B Area 92,100 Square Miles
N , Popalation ", 6,690,730 (Muslims 35%)
~ o Government ‘.e‘Re'p!lblic .
 Head of the State:  ‘"Kiwalie Nirumah (President)
Capital Accra’ '

WESTERN writers have been

genera'ly found guilty of viciously
presenting greatly diminished figures
of Muslim population .in various
African countries. Before giving the
figures they almost always pave
their way cautiously by saying that
although many of them claim to be
Muslims; few of them observe Islam
in practice.

If the practical observance of a
religion were to be the criterion
to test the claim of one’s faith, how
many of the Christians or for that
matter people of any other faith
would stand the test? Yet the
Muslims of Africa, including those
of Ghana, are bing subjected to
this injustice. It is now high time
that the Muslims of Africa exert
themselves and make their existance
felt throughout the world.

~ The most realistic of the Western
writers have gone to the extent of
saying that in Ghana Muslims rep-
resent a substantial portion of tte
total population. This is only a
_vague_admission of the- fact, for

-~ according to authentic sources, the

‘population of Ghana consists af no
less than 35% Muslims. Islam en-
tered the country in medieval centu-
ries with Arab and negre” traders

\A\‘\».\,_;who professed Islaﬁmw‘,,aﬂ’d” as it was.

a commen-practice with them, prea-
ched Islam to the native tribesmen.
Mr. Ahmed Abdullah Masdusi in
his book “Religions of the World”
writes, quoting the authority of
Professor Thomas W. Arnold; “In
1750 there was a good Muslim ele-
ment amog the Ashanti tribesmen.
The natives had great respect and
regard for Muslims and soon a large
number of the native chiefs. embra-
ced Islam. In view of the rapid
progress of Islam it could safely be
predicted that tlie whole area would
soon become predominently
Muslim.”® The same source reveals
the Muslim conqu.§} of the country
in the medieval centuries aifd the
subsequent conversion ol the para-
mount ruler of Ghana to Islam.
Muslims are’ now represented in
the country by the Muslim Associa-
tion Party of Ghana.

tion rose to 250,000 tons.

Ghana is composed of the for-
mer Gold Coast, Ashanti, Togoland
and the northern territories. Situa-
ted on the West African coast it
measures an area of 92,100 square
miles. The coastal region is a sandy
stretch for the most part except in
the west which is covered with tro-
pical forest. The central zone isa
hilly plateau a little over 500 ft.
above sea level and is thickly
forested. The north is a Savanna
land drained by the black and
white volta rivers. The rivers
meet at 310 miles from the mouth
and finally fall in the embracing
Atlantic. Other minor rivers termi-
nate in brackish lagoons.

The economy of Ghana is mainly
agricultural. The country is self
sufficient in food production. Main
crops include millet maize, rice,
groundnuts, plantain and yam.
Cassava is grown in poor soils. The
cultivation of Tobacco has recently
been introduced with encouraging
results. Tt is expected to prove a
valuable cash crop.

Ghana is the world’s largest pro-
ducer of cocoa which is, as a matter

of fact, the back bone of the
country’s economy. Vast areas of

natural forest were cleared to be
converted into cocoa plantations

which- now cover an area of
4.5 million acres. In 1945 the
export of cocoa amounted to
214,152 ton woth £84.6 million

which was 74.7%, of the total value
of export. In 1958-—59 the produc-
About
half a century ago, rubber constitu-
ted one of the substantial-exports
of Ghana but due to availability of

‘a superior quality of rubber from

Malaya, the rubber plantation in
Ghana lost its importance. Endea-
vours are now being made to revive
rubber plantation with the introduc-
tion of a better quality of plants,
Coffee, improved type of oil palms
and cocoa-nut are also planted on
increased scale with encouraging
results.

Animal husbandry is also an
important aspect of rural economy. .
The cattle nuitiber 480,000; sheep
and goats, 1,000,000 and horses
6500, 1‘" ‘

The forests are also a good
source of earning foreign exchange.
Total forest area is estimated at
31,760 square miles. -Valuable time
ber, including the African mahogany
and cedar, is exported in large
quantities. In, the swampy forests -
bamboo and ferns abound. Silk-
cotton trees grow to a staggering
height of 200 ft; the tops almost
disappearing admist the clouds.

Gold constitutes the most valu-
able of minerals in Ghana. 1In 1954
the .‘export amounted to 787,900
fing, “hunces worth £9.7 million.
Othef' ‘'mirerals are manganese
bauxite and diamonds. In 1954 the
export ' of diamonds amounted to
2,126,000 carats worth £4.3 million.

The foreign trade of the country
is fairly favourable and the national
economy advantageously balanced.
Industry is still in the primary stage
of development. - The government
sponsored ‘Industrial Development
Corporation’ has started some
industries on its own accord. It
advances loans for the establishment
of secondary industries and also
encourages handicrafts. - 4

“The ng&w ese were first anong
the Européans tu* visit the country.

They ar “in"the -coastal region
in 14%{ nd established a flourish-
ing gold tracc.  They erected .a

castle i 1482 on land rented from
a coastal tribe. This was followed
by the c. ustruction of many others.
Soon the English, French and the

- Dutch appeared on the scene. After
1621

the Dutch proved a great
threat to the Portuguese. Not only
did they build their own castles
but also seized many from the
Portuguese. . ... o

In the meanwhile demand for
Jlobour increased in the plantations
of the West Indies and the fertile
western mined struck upon the idea
of exporting slaves from West
Africa. - The export of gold now
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22 Ghana: Ethnicity and Conflict Avoidance

Although significant geoethnic differences are apparent in
modern Ghanaian society, successive regimes (with the obvious
exception of Dr. K. A. Busid's short-lived administration) have
chosen to play down, even to deny, the reality of these persisting
cleavages. Despite this predisposition for conflict avoidance,
Ghanaian observers themselves have commented that . .. it
should be clear to any Ghanaian that tribal discrimination'is
rampant in this country’. Tribalism is the ‘natural bedfellow’ of
bribery and corruption; unless it was eliminated national unity
would ‘remain a dream’. Recruitment to positions would be
determined by family or tribal ties, not by merit, and wealth
would be distributed unfairly among groups and sub-regions.
This may seem something of an over-statement yet it affords an
insight into the critical part played by ethnicity on the
contemporary Ghanaian scene.

The numerical proportions of major groups in the country and
their dominance in the various sub-regions, and certain economic
and social disparities as among these peoples are important. The
data in the 1960 Census of Ghana are used, for although a
subsequent survey was carried out in 1970 it provided a less
complete guide.

In 1960 Ghana had a total population of 6,727,000 divided in
the major groupings as follows: Akan 2,965,000 (44.1%);
Mole-Dagbani, 1,072,000 (15.9%); Ewe, 876,000 (13.0%);

_Ga-Adangbe, 560,000 (8.3%); Guan, 252 000 (3.7%); Gurma,

238,000 (3.5%); Grusi, 148,000 (2 2%) Central Togo Trlbes

57,000 (0.8%); 51,000 (0.8%);_Others, 508,000 (7.6%).
When these aggregate ethnic populations are distributed on a
sub-regional basis, the dominance of an ethnic (or ethnic
sub-group) in each of these political sub-units becomes readily
apparent. Thus sub-regionalism and ethnicity proved overlapp-
ing phenomena frequently being treated as indistinguishable in

74
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terms of identity.

When religion is cross-tabulated against ethnic group
allegiance, a striking contrast emerges between southern and
northern-based peoples. Among adults of both sexes, the
percentage of members identifying themselves as Christians was
62.7% among the Akan, 54.5% among the Ga-Adangbe, 48.3%

“among the Ewe;, 43.3% among the Guan and 71.4% among the.
"‘”Central Togo Tnbe “however, among the northern peoples the
- perceritage of Chiistian adherents was uniformly low, and those

identifying themselves as Moslems were as follows: Mole-

.Dagbani, 21.9%; Grusi, 14.2%; Gurma, 20.9%’;‘mand the Tem,
-96.6%. A significant proportion remain followers of traditiénal™

religions or, in some cases, no religion at all.

Significant differences by ethnic group also appeared with
respect to adult literacy. The predominantly southern peoples,
contrast with their northern neighbours by their generally higher
levels of literacy. Although current trends in school attendance
seem likely to bring about some evening in these disparities in
years to come, noticeable differences by ethnic group are still
evident.

Inter-ethnic differences are also apparent with respect to types
of occupations and employers. Among males, the Central Togo
Tribes, and such northern peoples as the Lobi, the Mole-Dagbani
and the Grusi and such a partly northern people as the Gurma
showed the highest percentage in agricultural pursuits; the Ewes
and peoples of semi-foreign origin (Hausa, Yoruba, Ibo) were
ranked most prominently among those classified as craftsmen,
production process workers, miners and quarrymen; the Tem
and semi-foreign workers had high proportions of workers
engaged in sales, transport and communication, service, and
sports; and the Ga-Adangbe, Akan, Central Togo Tribes, Guan,
and Ewe held down the largest number of white collar positions
(professional and technical, administrative, managerial and
clerical). Although female workers differed significantly as to
overall occupation distribution (higher proportions in the sales,
transportation, and communication category and lower
proportions in the craftsmen and white collar categories), they
varied only slightly from the males within the occupation
categories themselves. Some significant differences were evident
among those classified as craftsmen and production process
workers, however, as Grusi, Ga-Adangbe, Guan and Lobi women
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YILDIZ SARAYI — YORUBA

convenient for the sulian to attend the Friday wor-

ship, with the nearby Terrace Pavilion built for the

congregation. The rise ended in the Harem Gate, the !

main one of the palace, giving on to a court blocked

by a long building. that of the sultan’s aides-de-camp |

and servants { ydweran we bendegan d@’trest). To the lefi

of the court was situated on the west the Great Chan- |

cery, and on the north the Indian Lady Pavilion. To
the right of the Harem Gate was a long range com-
prising the kitchens, cellars, armoury and coachmen’s
quarters with those of the Albanian guards on the
floor above. Facing this, the prolongation of the aides-
de-camp’s building housed the library and a cabinet
of curiosities.

A door in the angle between the Indian Lady
Pavilion and the aides-de-camp’s building gave access
to the private apartments. Within was the Small
Chancery, Ki¢itk Mabeyn, with the sultan’s office and
2 building containing the private apartments, of great
simplicity, of ‘Abd iil-Hamid, a theatre (these struc-
tures being the work of the Italian architect Raimondo
d’Aronco, 1857-1932) and a building with the quar-
ters of the chief eunuchs, governesses and the less
favoured odalisques. Behind this last was the interior
garden, arranged round an artificial water scheme
with an island in it on which was a miniature farm.
At the south end of the garden was the Belvedere
Kiosk, Djthanniima Késhki, and at the north end
the apartments of the wives and the odalisques; the
whole ensemble of the private apartments and gar-
den was surrounded by a high wall. To the west of
the ensemble were the service buildings and further
out, and isolated, the apartments of the royal princes.
At the extreme north was a grand pavilion for the
reception of guests, the Chalet, Shale Késhkii, which
connected with both the private apartments and the
great park situated to the east. The building was built
in three phases, corresponding to the rhythm of royal
visits, including the German Kaiser Wilhelm IT’s two

visits of 1889 and 1898, the first two phases being |

the work of Balian and the third that of d’Aronco.
In the park there were also workshops for carpentry
and ceramics, the latter making the porcelain known
as Yildiz, functioning from 1895-1909, 1911-20 and
now from 1962 onwards.

‘Abd il-Hamid’s deposition in 1909 meant that
the palace fell into disfavour and was even partially
pillaged. Nevertheless, Mehemmed VI (1918-22 lg0])
spent the greater part of his reign at Yildiz. In the
1930s the Yildiz estate was divided into three, with
the greater part used by the Military Academy, Harp
Akademisi; the Chalet and other service buildings des-
ignated for the use of the President of the National
Assembly; and the other palace buildings, along with
the Malta and Tent Kiosks, given to the municipal-
ity of Istanbul and opened to the public in 1940.
With the move of the Military Academy to Ankara
in 1968, new arrangements were made: the main
buildings were transferred to the Ministry of Culture
for use as museums and the service buildings to the
west were taken over by the Yidiz Technical Uni-
versity. In 1999 the Ministry of Culture’s section houses
the Yildiz Museum and the Museum of the City of
Istanbul, a research institute for Islamic history, art
and culture, etc.

Bibliography: 1. Works on the history of
the complex under ‘Abd il-Hamid. P. de
Régla, La Turquie officielle, Paris 1889, 41-59;
G. Dorys, Abdul-Harmd intime, "Paris 1907, 101-41;
‘Othman Nuri, Abd ul-Hamid-i thani we dewr-i salta-
natt, Istanbul 1327/1909; Tahsin Pasa, Abdilhamid
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ve Yildiz hatirlar, Istanbul 1931: Ziva Sakir, /7. Sulian
Hamit, sahsiveti ve hususivetler, Istanbul 1943 1.H.
Uzuncarsih, I1. Sultan Abdiilhamid'in hal’ ve limiine
dawr bazr vesikalar, in Belleten. x (1946). 705-48:
S. Uninar. Saray hatralarnm, Istanbul 1964; Bekir
Skt Bavkal, Ihretnima. Mébeynei Fabii Bey'in hatralar
ve Ugili hazi belgeler, Ankara 1968; Aiché Osmanoglou,
Avec mon pére. le Sultan Abdulhamid de son palais & son
prison, Paris 1991,

2. Works on the hjstory and architec-
ture of the complex. /4, art. Yidiz Kishi; Celik
Giilersoy, Yildiz parki ve Malta Koskii, Istanbul 1979,
Metin And, Saraya bagl tyatrolar ve Il Abdiilhamid’in
Yaldvz Sarayr tiyatrosu, Istanbul 1987; Onder Kiciik-
erman, Dinva saraylann presty teknolojisi. Porselen sanat:
ve Tdiz qint fabrikasi, Istanbul 1987; Pars Tuglaci.
The role of the Balian family in Ottoman architecture,
Istanbul 1990, 289, 497-506, 546-656; Metin Sézen,
Devletin evi saray, Istanbul 1990, 196-213: Mustafa
Cezar, XIX. yizgnl Beyogle, Tstanbul 1991, 333-48;
arts. on the palace, its park and its various build-
ings, in Ginden bigiine Istanbul ansiklopedisi, 8 vols.

Istanbul 1993-5; Diana Barillari and Fzio Godoli,

Istanbul 1900, Istanbul 1997, 67-77.

(S. YeRASIMOS)

YIRMISEKIZ MEHMED [sce MEHMED YIRMISEKIZ].

YOGHURT (1.), from older Turkish jyughur-,
Ottoman yoghurmak/ yogurmak “to knead [dough, etc.],
yoghourt, a preparation of soured milk made
in the pastoralist, more temperate northern tier of the
Middle East, Central Asia and the Balkans, appear-
ing as yoghurt/yoghrut in Mahmud al-Kashghari (Drwan
lughat al-twk, tr. Atalay, i, 182, ii, 189, i, 164, 190,
Brockelmann, Mitteltirkischer Wortschatz, 92. Cf. also
Radloff, Tersuch eines Worterbuch der Tiirk-Dialecte, 1ii/1,
412-13; Doerfer, Tirkische und mongolische Elemente im
Neupersichen, iv, 173-5 no. 1866; Clauson, An etymological
dictionary of pre-thirteenth century Turkish, 906-7). It seems
to have been used for therapeutic purposes by the
pre-Islamic Uyghur Turks (G.R. Rachmat [Arat], Zur
Hedlkunde der Usguren. I, in SPWAW Berlin, phil.-hist. K1.,
xav [1930], 6, 12, Pr. Il in ibid., xxv [1932], 8).

Pardally skimmed milk is reduced over a slow heat,
and after cooling, a quantity of a previous fermenta-
tion is introduced and then the whole left slowly to
cool and become more solid. The product is called
mast in Persia; laban in Syrian and Palestinian Arabic;
zabadi in Egyptian Arabic; lban in “Traki Arabic; 73’ b,
laban, labre, etc. in the Arabian peninsula. A cool, re-
freshing drink is also made from yoghourt and water
{ayran in Turkish; digh in Persian; lassi in India).
Yoghourt figures extensively in Middle Eastern eating
practices, both in cooked dishes (see e.g. D. Waines,
In a caliph’s kitchen. Mediaeval Arabic cooking for the mod-
ern. gourmet, London 1989, 64-5, 78-9) and mixed with
vegetables such as cucumber (the mdst-khiyar of Persian
cuisine, cf. E.G. Browne, A year amongst the Persians,
*Cambridge 1926, 190-3). )

Bibliography: See also Id, art. Yogurt (Kazim

Yetis): Larousse gastronomigue, s.v. yoghourt, _yagourt.

(C.E. BosworTh)

YORGAN LADIK [scc LApHIK. 2].

YORUBA, a people of West Africa. The pre-
sent article deals with the role of Islam among the
Yoruba.

The earliest attested presence of Islam among this
people of what is now Nigeria would seem to date
back to the Old Oyo empire in the 16th century.
The role of Songhay-speaking Muslim traders in the
early spread of Islam is reflected in a number of
Songhay loanwords in Yoruba. The earliest term for
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group is distinguished from an outer group of mere
sympathizers. The organization exists in the conditions
of dar al-harb (the non-Muslim realm in Islamic juris-
prudence) and is thus prepared to make compromises in
questions of everyday life. The National Vision has a
developed political program in Turkey and offers itself
as the Islamic alternative to the established parties,
whereas Kaplan’s group (ICCB) rejects all forms of co-
operation with a secular system. Among the federations,
the National Vision has a clear proximity to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood.

Even though there is no sign of the formation of 2
supraethnic Islamic community in Germany, many com-
mon traits on the local level exist. After most Muslims
in Germany abandoned the option of returning to Tur-
key, kindergartens, social clubs, youth and women’s as-
sociations, haldl businesses, Islamic colleges for girls,
Qur’an courses, and religiously oriented summer camps
have flourished. The relatively high standard of living
makes the Muslims in Germany a favorite clientele for
international Islamic banking and insurance organiza-
tions.

Migrant Islam in Germany has anticipated many
trends of the new Islamic pluralism in Turkey after the
1980s. The future will show if it contributes to the for-
mation of a “parallel society” sharing many of the mores
of the larger German society or to the emergence of a
German Islam with particular institutions and values.
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KrLAaUs KREISER

GHANA. The first Muslims to enter the area of mod-
ern Ghana were Dyula (Wangara) traders from the met-
ropolitan districts of Mali. Attracted into the Voltaic re-
gion in the late fourteenth century by the gold trade
from -the Akan forest, these merchants established
themselves in the numerous trading colonies that devel-
oped on the routes leading to the greater markets of the
western Sudan. Their major settlement in the Voltaic
region was Bighu. Leading Muslim families of Wa to
the northwest also claim Dyula origins. In the fifteenth
century Muslim kola traders from the Hausa states also
arrived in the northeastern section of Ghana. With the
expansion of the trade in the eighteenth century and the
conclusion of the Fulani jihdd of the early nineteenth
century, Hausa immigration into Ghana increased. Con-
tacts with Hausa traders contributed to the growth of
Yendi and Salaga as important markets. The Qadiriyah
order had been introduced into the region by the second
decade of the nineteenth century.

For most of the nineteenth century the Muslim and
non-Muslim communities accommodated each other.
Farther south in the Asante capital of Kumasi, for ex-
ample, Muslims even served in the king’s council. By
the mid-nineteenth century a more permanent Islamic
service group, the Asante Nkramo, had been created as
part of Asante institutions. The apparant rejection of ji-
hdd as an instrument of change by most Muslims in
Ghana, is attributed by recent scholarship to these Mus-
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KUNA — KUNBI SALIH

capital of the province {mudiriyya) of the same name,
which is divided into seven districts (markas),
namely: 1. Dishna; 2. Isnd; 3. Kuni; 4. Kusayr;
5. Kis; 6. Luksur; 7. Nadi® Hamidi. In 1897 the
population of the province was 711,457, but by 1956
it was more than 1,100,000. In 1940 the town of
Kuni and the village of al-Humaydit and their
dependencies were detached from the district of
Kupni and made into a separate ma’miriyyas. The
region produces cotton and cereals; in the town,
cloth and sweet-stuffs are manufactured. But Kuni
is especially noted for its porous pottery; the jars
(kulla) which are made there are called ballds
from  the name of a place a few miles to the
south. ’

The Arabic name, written Ikni by some geograph-
ers and Kdnd in the Copto-Arab scalge, comes from
the Coptic K U MH which gives rise to a play on
the Greek xawv) mokig “new town”, a name which
did not last long as it is never found in the Byzantine
period. The identity of this town with the Neapolis
of Herodotus has been seriously urged; it is rather
the modern Minsha”a, the ancient Ptolemais. Cn the
other hand, it has been conjectured with much
probability that at the end of the 3rd century it
received the name Maximianopolis.

In the first Arab period, the kdre of Kuni ex-
tended to the east of the Nile between that of Fiw
on the north and Kift in the south, in front of that
of Dandara from which it was separated by the river.
The first author to mention it, al-Ya‘kiibi, gives a
very unflattering description of the district: he says
it is a little town rapidly going to ruin, deserted by
its inhabitants who feared the raids of the Bedouin
robbers and brigands. Therefore, when the new
provincial divisions were made under al-Mustansir,
it was Kiis which gave its name to the district (‘amal)
and became its capital. Kuna remained unimportant
for some time, as Yakiit only gives it a brief note
and Abu ’1-Fida does not mention it.

Its prosperity was not long in beginning, owing
to the tomb of the saint “Abd al-Rahim, which
became an object of pilgrimage, while pious Muslims
settled in its vicinity. Some years previously, Ibn
Diubayr had mentioned Kun3 as a pretty little town
with houses of a dazzling whiteness; he makes special
‘mention of the virtue of the women, who never
appeared in the streets. After Ibn Battuta, al-

Adfuwi gives us an account of the merits of “Abd.

al-Rahim; he describes the houses of the town as
spacious and very high and mentions two madrasas
in Kund and a number of hospices (ribdf), Ibn
Dukmiak only copies al-Adfuwi. In the Turkish
period, Kuni was the residence of a Kdshif, but it is
only in modern times that it has assumed the ad-
ministrative position which it owes to its present
steadily-increasing prosperity.

The town, situated at the point where the Nile
comes nearest to the Red Sea, had become the point
of departure for caravans in the direction of Kusayr.
This route took the place of the one used in the
Middle Ages between Kis and ‘Aydhab, which in
turn succeeded the ancient Copto-Berenice road. The
continual intercourse between Egypt and Arabia and
India gave these roads great value; it is by this route
that many of the Muslims of North Africa go to
Mecca, and even during the Crusades, it was the only
pilgrim road. In 1831-3 Mubammad °Ali had. the
wells inspected on the Kuni-Kusayr road; some
were deepened so that they would provide water at
all seasons (cf. L’Egypte moderne, collection L'Uni-
vers, 164-6; Barron and Hurme, Topography and

Vi

geology of the East Desert of Egypt, Ceniral Portion,
Cairo 1902).

The saint who is the object of Muslim veneration,
‘Abd al-Rabim b. Ahmad b. Hadidjin, twelfth
descendant of Dija“far al-$adik, was born in the
environs of Ceuta in Morocco. After a- journey to
Mecca where he speat seven years, he settled in
Kuna and died there on g Safar 592/13 January 1196,
Honoured during his life for his reputation for sane-
tity and asceticism, he has become one of the prin-
cipal saints of Egypt, along with Ahmad Badawi,
Ibrahim Dasiki and Abu 'I-Hadidiidj Aksuri, At one
time a pious formula used to be handed down which,
if recited beside the tomb, hastened the realisation
of a desire or brought about cures. According to some
travellers, the pilgrims who came to Kuni made
circuits (fawdf) of the tomb of ‘Abd al-Rahim similar
to those made by the pilgrims at the Ka‘ba (Adfuwd,
Tal® said, no. 231; Goldziher, Muk. Studien, ii, 315,
Eng. tr. ii, 287; RHR, ii, 284; Gaudefroy-Demomby-
nes, Le pélerinage a4 la Mekke, 224). There were
descendants of “Abd al-Rahim living in Egypt for
two centuries; they were, in particular, jurists and
professors (Adfuwi, nos. 29, 117, 129, 308, 402, 476,
533; al-Malkrlzi, Khifaf, i, 423). ’
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de Goeje, 67; Yakit, iv, 178; Ibn Battiita, i, 106;
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TTRUNAYTIRA [see KANTARA]

- KUNBI SALIH, an important cluster of ruins .
of mediaeval date, situated in lat. 15° 46" N and |,
long 7° 59° W in Hodh (southern Mauretania), =
330 km. N of Bamako, 95 km. WNW of Nara and
70 km. SSE of Timbédra. Most modern writers agree
that it was the capital of the Sarakoli kingdom of
Ghana [¢.v.] which dominated the southern part of
the Western Sahara and the North Sudan from
around the 6th century until ca, 1076.

The ruins are situated on a schistose plateau which
is covered with thorn-bushes, and they stand between
two seasonal pools. They extend for about 1,200 m.
north to south and 800 m. east to west, but this does
not include the scattered outbuildings and two
extensive burial grounds. The one in the north-west
covers an area 1,600 m. by 8oom. and contains a
columned tomb with six chambers. The other in the
south-east at Sohobi measures 700 m. by 100 m.

There are many mediaev-l references in Arabic to
Ghana, from al-Fazari {before 184/800) to Ibn Khal-
dun, but local oral traditions do not mention this
place name. In fact, it is not until the 17th century
that the name Kunbi appears in the Ta’rikk al-
Fattash, which says: “The name [of the empire of
Kayamaga} was Kunbi, and this Kunbi was a great
city."” The Ta’rikk al-Suadan specifically states that
the capital of Kayamaga was Ghina, but all the
Sarakoli traditions about the Wagadu speak of
Kunbi {Ch. Monteil, Mélanges ethnologiques, 390;
A. Bathily, B. IFAN B {1975}, 73; Wa Kamissoko,
1976, unpublished} as the residence of the serpent
Bida. The persistance of the Sarakoli and Moorish

tradition is best illustrated by the fact that in 1914
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group which wished to promote development
along non-capitalist lines with the nationaliza-
tion of foreign interests and the establishment of
state-owned companies; and a left-wing
minority which preferred a socialist path.

Boumedienne favoured the second -option
and in Bennoune's view, industrialization was
Algeria’s only feasible choice. Given the limits
to agricultural expansion, rapid ‘demographic
growth and high rates of under- and unemploy-
ment, only the establishment of -a national
industrial base could stimulate growth in other
sectors. From colonialism the new -state “had
inherited an ‘extraverted’ and disarticulated
economy, lo end which it was necessary to
nationalize the country’s resources and to pro-
cess and utilize them within the national
economy instead of exporting them as raw
materials.

But while the Boumedienne regime embarked
on an ambitious development strategy, ihe
political institutions inherited {rom the previous
regime were suppressed and the state assumed
all powers. The state apparatus came to be
runby an inflated and nom-accountable
bureaucracy. Although the industrialization
programme was rapidly implemented, agri-
cultural production stagnated and social and
cultural services [ailed to keep pace with
population growth or with increasing demand
and rising expectalions. .

Many wrilers have pointed out the acute
imbalances in the Algerian development pro-
gramme and in particular to the poor perform-
ance of the non-industrial sectors. Bennoune
argues that these imbalances were due to the
maintenance of class forces hostile to socialism.
He claims that almost all the members of the
Revolutionary Council ™ privately [avoured
economic development that satisfied the aspira-
tions of the growing number of businessmen,
and points to the spectacular growth of lucra-
tive private enterprises in the shadow of the
dominant public sector. He attributes the
stagnation of agricultural production to the
incompetence and irresponsibility of = the
authorities in charge of the sector, and to the
hostile reaction of large landowners and their
supporters (o the land reform progiamme.
According to Bennoune, because of the
bureaucratization of administrative and socio-
economic institutions, Ministry of Agriculture
officials were incapable of utilizing the invest-
ment funds allocated to that sector,

While acknowledging that mistakes were
made, Bennoune strongly defends the eighteen
public companies eslablished  during . the
Boumedienne era, which he sees as* the prime
movers of the development of the economy,
consolidating the political integration ol the
nation by cementing it with a complementary
economic and social integration.” He rejects the
criticisms of the public industrial sector made
by Boumedienne’s successor, ‘Beénjadid, and
argues thal the representatives of the new com-
prador bourgeoisie within the governing FLN
and the military came to regard the major state
industrial corporations as a serious thréat 1o
their commercial and political interests. They
feared that industrialization would produce new
socio-political groupings which ‘would éventu-
ally challenge their power.

Following the death of Boumedienne, the

Gurg

supporters of industrialization, always a
minority, were removed from power by the new
regime. Since 1980, industrialization has no
longer been Algeria’s economic priority and the
major state corporations have been split upinto
smaller units. According to Bennoune, the new
regime favours the compradorization of the
national economy and society, and particularly
the development of the private industrial sector.
But the so-called ‘liberalization’ of the
economy has not been accompanied by the
institutionalization of democrucy in political
life. Bennoune fears that if these trends con-
tinue, the advances that characterized the 1970s
may be reversed and replaced by underdevelop-
ment.~ The growing influence of right-wing
political forces could transform Algeria into a
‘ Latin-American style authoritarian republic
dominated by local oligarchies closely tied to a
foreign power.” He concludes that * Any genuine
development which aims at the general well-
being of the population necessitates the institu-
tionalization of democracy at every level of
decision-making. . . . In short there is a dialecti-
cal relationship between development and
democracy.... The two are as inextricably
intertwined as the processes of development and
underdevelopment were during the colonial
period.’

The book under review presents a wealth of
detailed informalion with comprehensive
analyses of each major sector: industry, state
and private, agriculture, education, urban
housing, public health and employment. It
represents a major addition to the literature and
required reading for any serious student of
Algeria’s political and economic development.
Bennoune’s conclusions have important impli-
cations for current theories on development and
his rigorous analysis cannot be faulted, but
there are a number of areas where a different
emphasis might be suggested. It could be argued
that the impact of oil and Algeria’s emergence
as an oil state, which coincided with its achieve-
merit of political independence, was also an
important factor. Oil exports not only provided
the necessary finance for the ambitious
industrialization strategy but oil and gas
became key raw materials, demanding sophisti-
cated technologies developed and controlled by
the advanced industrialized countries. Because
oil is ‘a finite resource and Algeria has limited
reserves, il brought an urgency to the develop-
ment process and priority was given to installing
new industrial units. The massive oil price rises
of 1973-74 meant that the funds available for
development increased dramatically and put
intolerable strain on the country’s fragile plan-
ning mechanism. The effect on the patlern of
sectoral investment should not be ignored.

Bennoune quile rightly emphasizes that
Algeria’s oil revenues have been invested in the
country and not placed in bank accounts
abroad. But while he concentrates his analysis
on the important political factors which were
responsible for the poor performance of the
non:industrial sector, which in turn created
problems for the industrial sector itself, he
ignores certain intrinsic constraints on the
creition of a strong national industrial system
in Algeria. The new technologies being adopted
there are controlled by the multi-national com-
panies and rescarch and development in this

Bsens 57/2,/99 ferdeg
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fieid within Algeria itsell has hardly begun.
Many multi-nationals have increasingly
accepted the emergence of state-owned
industrial enterprises in the Third World. The
limited size of internal markets in most Third
World countries und the need o secure access to
world markels has forced many such enterprises
to enler into subcontracting arrangements with
multi-national companies. Such arrangements
provide a source of semi-finished products and
components for the multi-nationals without the
risks involved in direct investment in sub-
sidiaries in Third World countries. To avoid the
subcontracling option, Algerian industry may
have to scek a regionul market for its products.
The success of Algerian development may there-
fore depend not only on full political participa-
tion and mobilization but also on achieving a
measure of economic integration and co-opera-
tion with its Maghreb neighbours.

R. i, LAWLESS

Ivor WILKS: Wa and the Wala: Islam
and polity in northwestern Ghana.
(African Studies Series, 63.) xvi,
256 pp. Cambridge, etc.; Cam-
bridge University Press, 1989,
£27.50, $42.50.

Wilks thoughtfully warns his readers that this
book is * minutiose in character [and] attentive
to detail’. He offers no apologies for this
approach and explains that the book is aimed at
the policy-makers and administrators of Wala
affairs. If the rest of us academics, as com-
parativists or generalists, find the book of use,
then the author will consider it a great bonus for
his work. This reviewer would not want venture
any predictions about how many local adminis-
trators in Ghana will reler to Wa and the Wula,
nor about what use they will make of it il they
do. But | am prepared to ofler some counsel 10
fellow academics about Wilks’s warnings. First,
take it seriously; Wa und the Wala is a historical
study which is developed in minule detail.
Secondly, persevere; we comparalivists and
generalists do have something to learn here.

A centralitheme in the book is the develop-
ment of Islamic faction in Wala, the origins of
which Wilks|places in the early nineteenth cen-
lury with thelemergence ol militant and jihadist
groups in the/region, first with Mahmud Karan-
taw and subgequently with the Zabuarima intru-
sions. These/groups operated within an expun-
sionist and ' exclusivist Islamic idiom, which
looked upon non-Muslims as the legitimate
objects of aggression who could be ensluved and
whose property could be seized. This radical
ideology deeply challenged the inherited
orthodoxy of the focally dominant Suwurian
expression of Bslum, in which Muslim clerics
had elaboraled their religious roles to conform
with the fact that they lived in a pluralistic
society. Muslim officials, such as the Wa
Limam, accepted that God would convert the
unbelievers in His own time; they did not seck to
proselytize, and they prayed lor the weiture of
the entire Wala community, both Muslim und
non-Muslim.

This ideological conlrontation between rad-
ical and conservative Islamic tendencies was

intimatety linked to deep changes in the political
economy of the region precipilated by the new
militant movements. The nineteenth-century
wars produced large numbers of captives who
either were traded south to meet demands for
labour on Asante plantations, or were
employed in an emergent commercial farming
economy of the north. The use of slave labour
expunded dramatically in Wala during this
period, translorming agricultural production
from primarily 4 subsistence uctivity into a
commercial one. Large tracts of unused land
were brought under cultivation employing slave
tabour, primarily women, in order to provision
the armies of the north. The (rade in slaves to
the south was uccompanied by a trade in guns
and powder to the north, By the late nineteenth
century, Wa had been transformed into a com-
mercial centre of considerable importance.

The ideological differences which separated
Suwarian *orthodoxy ’ from militunt radicalism
eventually manifested themselves in a factional
split among the lineages who had formerly
shared the Wa Limamate: the Dondoli, the
Dzedzedeyiri . and  the Tumurimuni, all
descendents of an earlier Wa Limam, Abd al-
Qadir. Sometime during the mid to later
nineteenth century, a new religious office was
crealed in Wa, that of Friday Limam, which
expressed the radicul and exclusivist views of a
militant Islam. In contrast to the oflice of Wa
Limam, the constituency of the Friday
Limamate became the Muslim wnma and did
not include the unbelievers. The Wa Limamate
remained the locus of Suwarian orthodoxy, and
the Wa Limam continued to perceive his role as
a servant of the entire pluralist community of
Wila. The new office of Friday Limam, as well
as a newly constructed Friday mosque, came to
be controlled by the Dzedzedeyiri and
Tamarimuni. In response, the Dondoli moved
to a new quarter of Wa, and managed Lo obtain
a near-monopoly on the office of Wa Limam,

The split between Dondoli and Dzedzedeyiri
factions has persisted ever since, expressing
itsell firstly in Dzedzedeyini allegiance to the
British versus Dondoli orientation 1o the
French during the period of imperial expansion.
As a result of this situation, Dzedzedeyiri
leaders were much relied upon for assistance by
the newly installed colonial administration. In
subsequent years, the Dzedzedeyiri embraced
the aggressively  proselytizing  Ahmadiyya
movement, whereas the Dondoli sought to
retain their more " orthodox ’ identity which
they enhanced with a special commitment io the
performance of the pilgrimage to Mecca,

This brief summary of the origins of Islamic
fuction in Waly demonstrates one of the central
arguments in this book: that what is " tradi-
tional * about Wala society are the ambiguities
and contrudictions which cut through il. The
roots of contemporury Islamic faction, like
those ol political fuction, reach deep into Wala's
pasl. According to Wilks, the local history of
Wala, either oral or written, was (is) not about
seeking consensus, but about establishing posi-
tions in the complex pluralistic political system
which constituted the Waula polity. * Chaos
rather than harmony is the problematic’ for
understanding both contemporiry politics as
welt as the histocical devejoprient of Wala,

The British certainly did not sec things this
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Ghana

Medieval West African kingdom heavily influenced by
Islam which flourished between the eighth and eleventh
centuries,

Like other medieval West African kingdoms the
empire of Ghana was not so much a centralized
territorial entity as a network of different kinship
groups, castes and age sets owing allegiance to the
ruler of a powerful dynasty. Despite its rather
diffuse nature the empire was well known in North
Africa by the end of the eighth century and was
marked on a map made before 833. The fame of
the city derived from its role as the major supplier
of gold which during the eighth and ninth centuries
was sent via Sijilmasa and Tahert to North Africa.

98

Although the empire never became Muslim the
ruler had a high degree of tespect for Islam and
many of the more important positions of govern-
ment were filled by Muslims.

In 990 disruption of the trade routes led the
ruler of Ghana to launch an expedition to capture
the oasis city of Awdaghast from the Berbers and
impose a black governor. However, in 1077 the
capital of Ghana was attacked by the Berber Al-
moravids who massacred many of the inhabitants
and forced the remainder to convert to Islam.
Whilst this conquest destroyed Ghana as an
empire, a reduced kingdom of this name continued
to survive into the twelfth century: al-Idrisj writing
in 1154 described the capital as the most extensive
and thickly populated town of the blacks with the
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of the eleven elections, or ‘by-elections’ caused by resignation, held there during
this period were vigorously contested. Despite some vocal misgivings at this
tfend, party organization was, from the first, the key to electoral success. The
organizing gifts of Herbert Macaulay ensured the dominance of his Nigerian
National Democratic party, enabled it to recover from a sharp setback at the
hands of the more radical Nigerian Youth Movement in 1938, and made it the
indispensible means of Dr Azikwe’s triumph in post-war Lagos. It is interesting
to see how Macaulay anticipated many of the characteristic features of the
successtul parties of the post-war era.

Dr Tamuno’s entry into this difficult field is marked by a cautious reserve
and generally sound judgement. He does secem, however, to underestimate the
real difficulties which faced the administration in any attempt to extend the
representative character of the Legislative Council; the problem posed by
widespread illiteracy and ignorance of the official language is not even mentioned.
The comment on Dr Azikiwe’s change of front between 1940 and 1947—*the
visionary of yester-year had become a realist’—does less than justice to ‘Zik’s’
shrewd assessment of changing realities. Literal consistency is not a virtue in
practical politics.

Quite properly, in a work which is clearly envisaged as no more than a pre-
liminary sketch, the author suggests more questions than he attempts to answer.
At present, although he has made use of other sources, including the Macaulay
Papers, he is obliged to rely rather too heavily on the highly partisan Lagos
press, and reliance on material of this type calls for fuller analysis of the sources
themselves, in this case the ownership, affiliations and circulation of the
newspapers, than Dr Tamuno has felt able to offer. There is, moreover, something
bloodless in a discussion of political machinery which deliberately excludes
most of the stuff of politics. We are told very little indeed of the specific issues
in election controversy, and nothing at all about the activities of the elected
members in the Legislative Council. Their role on the Council can hardly be
seen in perspective without some consideration, too, of the character and
behaviour of the nominated unofficial membership. The opening of the British
official records up to 1922 now affords the opportunity for a definitive study of
the influence of Congress pressure on Sir Hugh Clifford’s attitude to the reform
of the Legislative Council. It is no adverse criticism of Dr ‘Tamuno’s careful
scholarship to hope that he intends to continue his work in this field and to
pursue some of these themes in greater depth.

School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London

D. H. JONES3
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Education and Social Change in Ghana. By PaiLtP FostER. Chicago: Universit_x}
of Chicago Press, 1965. Pp. 322. $7.50.

Professor Foster has written a most interesting and useful book. For historians
he provides a most comprehensive account of the beginnings and growth of
Western education in the Gold Coast/Ghana. Education and its ramifications
have been rightly held, by many scholars, to be vital for any discussion of social
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he says, bad incomes of betiveen £50 and £300 a year and had come to comprise
between a quarter and a fifth of the settled population. Both Mr Wrigley himself
and Dr Southwold show the extent to which these people have become alienated
from the élite above them, about which Professor Fallers writes so fully. Their
antipathy is no doubt kept in check by the deep-rooted deference towards
superiors which most Baganda display, and upon which Dr Richards and
Professor Doob write so Hluminatingly. But one wonders if all the implications
here have yet been fully worked out. Dr Richards, for example, in speaking of
the position of the Kabaka today, insists understandingly enough, ‘that the
patron-client system of traditional Buganda is more strongly entrenched than
ever before’. But she also says: ‘the Lukiiko seems . . . to be feeling its power’.
Now the Lukiiko contains a substantial number of Mr Wrigley’s ‘entrepreneurs’,
(‘There are only two ““cultivators”, i.e. small-scale farmers or peasants, and one
fisherman’ in the Lukiiko, Dr Richards says.) These people may shout ‘Kabaka
Yekka’, ‘No-one but the Kabaka’; but they represent a very different complex
from the one which was pre-eminent in the middle part of the nineteenth
century, and the point would seem to be that in asserting their allegiance to the
Kabaka, they are not really declaring that they wish him to be the quasi-autocrat
ruler that his grandfather, Kabaka Mwanga, once used to be. They are asserting
that he is their populist hero. Once this has become clear a whole series of
further issues raise their heads. To take Just one of these: Is the broad middle
stratum of Buganda (which as Mr Wrigley explains, ‘is abstractly discernable
both from the ordinary peasants and from the exceptionally well-to-do”).
revolutionary at heart—as prima facie it would seem to be—or conservative—as
their counterparts so often are in other peasant societies? Such questions are
perhaps beyond the scope of a study of leadership in the terms advanced here:
but they would seem to be among the next to be asked.

In the meanwhile T%e King’s Men should be obligatory reading for anyone—
and particularly an historian—who is anxious to probe rather deeper than before
into the changes which have been going on in Africa during these last hundred
years or so. One can promise that their reading will be enlivened by Mr Wrigley’s
originality; by the clarity of Professor Fallers’ contribution, the sparkle of
Dr Richards’, the meticulousness of Dr Southwold’s and the modesty of
Professor Doob’s.

University of Sussex D. A. LOW
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Great Britain and Ghana : Documents of Ghana History, 1807-1957. Edited by
G. E. Mercacre. Edinburgh: Nelson for the University of Ghana, 1964.
Pp. 778, maps. 84s.

This weighty volume will be one more most valuable tool for the teaching of
Ghana’s history. Mr Metcalfe has followed up his useful biography of Maclean
by editing a comprehensive selection of documents, mainly from official records
in the Colonial Office files and, in the latter part, from Gold Coast Legislative
Council debates. Thus the trace-elements for the growth of African nationalism





