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progress depends on a strong world economy and
Gabonese fiscal adjustments that comply with IMF
policies.

Y The environmental costs of Gabon’s state-driven capi-
talist development have been considerable. Although
Gabon still contains somre of Africa’s densest forests,
with up to 80,000 species of plants, they are-threatened
by powerful and prosperous timber industries. Indeed, one
of Gabon’s leading exports has been wood and wood
products; Gabon’s forests have been logged faster than
they can recover. Many researchers believe that deforesta-
tion sparked the 1995 Gabonese EBoLa outbreak that
spread to Congo-Brazzaville. By stressing the forest eco-
system and increasinghuman exposureo forest animals,
deforestation could lead not only to more Ebola eutbreaks
Hut also to other new infectious diseases. '

See alss BANTU subentry on DISPERSION AND
SETTLEMENT; CHRISTIANITY subentry on MISSTONARIES
IN AFRICA; COEeN1AL RULE; DISEASES, INFECTIOUS,
IN AFRICA; IVORY TRADE; LOANGO; PYGMY; SLAVERY IN
‘I%'RICA; and STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT IN AFRICA,

ROANNE EDWARDS

Gaborone, Botswana

meerly Gaberones, the capital and Iargest city of
Bétswana.

Located in southeastern BOTSWANA near the Notwani River,
borone was founded in-189o by Cecil Rhodes’ British
uth Africa Company (BSAC). Originally the site was a
fortified white settlement that protected railway and teie-
graph lines buit by the BSAC linking the CAPE COLONY,
later a part of SOUTH AFRICA, with the mines of present-day
ZIMBABWE. At that time the administrative headquarters of
the BECHUANALAND Protectorate (present-day Botswana)
was located at-Mafeldng (now Mafikeng), a small town
actisally located within the borders of the Cape Colony. As
Bechuanaland neared independence in the 1960s, its leaders
determmed to establish a capital within the country’s bor-
ders. They chose Gaborone as the site because of its proxi-
'p_jity to both the country’s main rail line and a water source,
the Notwani River. Construction at the site, incltding.a dam
on the Notwani, began_in 1963. In 1965 the new city was
eclared the capital of Bechuanaland; one year later it
beg:_a;ne the capital of independent Botswana. In 196g the
y’s name was changed from Gaberones to Gaborone.

: Si'nce it was built in the twenteth century to serve a
ec.:lﬁc purpose, Gaborone is a well-designed, modern
;»p%tal. Its primary activity remains government adminis-
ation. There is also a small manufacturing sector within
aborone, and at the heart of -the city is a pedestrian

GAMBIA 503~

shopping district with hotels and a casino. Noteworthy
institutions located in the capital include the Botswana
National Museum and Art Gallery, the University of
Botswana, and the Botswana Agricultural College. The
first medical center in Africa specializing in the treatment
of children with HIV/AIDS opened in 2003 at Gaborone’s
Princess_Marina Hospital. During the 1gges the city
emerged as a stronghold of the Botswana National Front
(BNEF). The BNF opposed-the Botswana Democratic Party,
which has controlled Botswana’s national government
since its independence. As of 2005 Gaborone has a popu-
lation of slightly more than 208,000.

., 1 Bkim 20%

Gambia {@ %@M%‘} ,
S matll-country on the far west coast of Africa.
Only a small strip of Atlantic coastline keeps the Republic of
Gambia from being completely surrounded by its larger
neighbor, SENEGAL. Never more than thirty miles wide,
Gambia—stretches for ‘more than 300 miles, -along both
banks of the GAMBIA RIVER and into the center of
Serregal. Gambia owes its-creation to British -econormic inter-
ests, first in the Transatlantic Slave Trade and then in the

ANDREW HERMANN

coastal rade in agricultural and manufactured commodities.

But the Britisir zone of control ended where their boats
encountered the Gambia River waterfalls, never reaching
-into the-river basin’s natural hintedand. This severely-con-
strained Gambia’s economic growth and ultimately shaped
its national character. Most ethnic groups of Gambia are
found in larger numbers within Senegal and the smail nation
still struggles to forge a national identity, apart from a shared
experience of British COLONIAL RULE. Gambia's peculiar

geography illustrates the irrationality of Africa’s colonial

boundaries and the difficulty of using them as the basis
for the creation of nation states in the postcolonial era.

PRECOLONIAL HISTORY

Despite Gambia’s small size, itis a country of extraordinary
diversity. Located at the frontier between the open savanna
to the north and the Guinean forest and wooded savanmna to
the south, it also represents a cultural fromtier between

Sudanic cultures and those at the northern limits of the-

Guinean forest. The Sudanic cultures of the MANDINKA,
WOLOE, and Fula were characterized by hereditary caste
groupings that determined a member’s occupation and

potential marriage partners. The Mandinka and Wolef

had strong traditions of kingship and centralized authority,
and with the exception of the precolonial Wolof, they were
markedly patriarchal. The Sudanic peoples’ economies
. were based primarily on millet and sorghum production,
artisanry, and long-distance trade. In contrast, the forest-
dwelling Jora, Bainounk, and MANJACO peoples had

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299,
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Hostess,” Mama Cecelia Kadzamira, with whom he had
been living for over thirty years.

Fven while Banda denounced Western-miniskirts -amd
pop songs as immoral, he himself preferred Western cul-
ture, and his economic policies were staunchly pro-
Western and anticommunist. His foreign policy was
equally paradoxical; officially nonaligned, he maintained
relations-with South Africa despite international sanctions,
but he supported the anticolonial struggie of the FRONT
FORTHE LIBERATION OF MOZAMBIQUE (FRELIMO), by
allowing resistance fighters te-enter Malawi.

Despite his- dictatorial governance and disregard for
human rights, Banda nurtured bonds with international
Fnancial. institutions such as the World Bank and the
Internatienal Monetary Fund, and he encouraged foreign
investment. Consequently, Malawi developed a high credit
tating in the intermational finance sector. Despite this, the
country has- developed little industry. Malawi also has
extreme-disparities between the poor masses and the rich
elite. Banda himself accounted for much of this disparity;
“as trustee for the nation” -he owned Press Hoidings, an
investment corporation composed of cempanies that
earned. 40 percent of the entire country’s gross domestic
product.

Rumors have circulated that the real Xamuzu Banda
died in the United States and that Malawi’s ruler was in
factan imposter, perhaps one Richard Armstrong, a xroom-
mate of Banda’s during medical school. As evidence, sub-
scribers of this theory point out that Banda could net speak
his native Nayanja. In fact he could speak the-language,
although s fluency had diminished and he used out-of-
date phrases because he had-been gone from the country
for so long. Nevertheless, this rumor reflected thealiena-
tion that-many Malawians felt toward their leader, who was
50 distant and so completely “Buropeanized” in his taste
for homburgs (formal continental-style hats) and his dis-
taste for Malawian food that he seemed indistinguishable
from the colonial administrators he replaced.

Pressured by international human rights monitoring
organizations and newly emerging opposition partes, in
1992 Banda agreed to hold a referendum on the reinstate-
ment of multiparty politics. When the electorate returned
an overwhelming vote in favor of multiparty elections,
Banda acquiesced. Banda was reportedly becoming
increasingly senile. In- 1993 he underwent brain surgery
after he suffered a cranial hemorrhage. During the follow-
ing year he was deposed in the first multiparty elections.
Later he was tried and acquitted of the murders of three
cabinet members and a parliament member. He died of
pneumonia in a South African hospital in 1997 and was
given a state funeral.

ARI NAVE
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Bangui, Central African Republic

Capital and largest city of the Central African Republic.

Sited on the northwest bank of the UBAN GI RIVER, Bangui
is both a major trading-center and the national capital. The
French first estzblished—a military post nearby in 1889, at
the confluence of the Ubangi and Mpoko rivers. Two years
later they moved the post upstream to the present site of

Bangui, at the base of several rapids on the Ubangi. Local

inhabitants initially resisted the French presence and killed
trative center of the Ubangl-Cnan territory of FRENCH
EQUATORIAL AFRICA. It grew slowly as an administrative
and trading center, fanning northwest from its adminis-
trative hub, bounded-by a Iarge hill to the east and the river
to-the south, until World War Ii. As the countzy’s economy

_boomed during the war, the city expanded rapidly.

As the capital of the independest CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC (CAR), Bangui has witnessed the coronation of
Jean=Bédel BOXASSA as emperor in 1g77,—the demonstra-
tions and bloody massacre-that led to his downfall two years
later, and, more recently, the widespread crime that fol-
lowed the overthrow of president Ange-Félix PATASSE in
March 2003. The city has a soap-makingfactory, breweries,
and other light industries, but is primarily a commercial .
and trading center. A network of roads connects the city
with most parts of the Central African Republic. Bangui’s
docks ship cotton, timber, coffee, and sisal downriver to

BrAZZAVILLE, where a rail line provides connections to

oceangoing commerce. A ferry runs to Zongo, across the
river in the DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO.
Today Bangui has an aggregate population of more than
800 ooo, divided between the expatriate and elite, who live
in the-center, and the nmajority, whe live in sprawling
suburbs, or kodros, to the north and west, most of which
are ethnically homogeneous. According to a zoo3 census,
the city proper is home to some 531,000 people. The most
important and vibrant kodro is Kilométre Cing, which
houses a vast marketplace, bars, and dance halls as well
as the city’s largest mosque. After a decade of continuing
unrest, unemployment remains above 20 percent and the
government often does not have enough money-to pay its
civil servants. The city continued to fairpoorly in-interna-
tional estimates of livability. A 2003 report named Bangui
one of the 215 worst cities in the world, due in no small
part to the continuing violence and political unrest that

z {mi 5
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.Capital and largest city ofthe Republic of Gambia.

Shortly after Britain outlawed the transatlantic slave trade
in 1804, it began seeking a means of patrolling illegal slave

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthoﬁy Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299.
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Christianity, Islam, and ‘The Religion of Pouring’:
Non-linear Conversion in a
Gambia/Casamance Borderland'

Steven K. Themson
Department of Anthropology
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Abstract

The twentieth-century religious history of the Kalorn (Karon Jolas) in the Alahein River Valley

of the Gambia/Casamance border cannot be reduced to a single narrative. Today extended
families include Muslims, Christians, and practitioners of the traditional Awasena ‘religion of
pouring’. A body of funeral songs highlights the views of those who resisted pressure toward
conversion to Islam through the 1930s, '40s and '50s. The introduction of a Roman Catholic
mission in the early 1960s created new social and economic possibilities thar consolidated an
identity that stood as an alternative to the Muslim-Mandinka model. This analysis emphasizes
the equal importance of both macropolitical and economic factors and the more proximal effects
of reference groups in understanding religious conversion. Finally, this discussion of the origins
of religious pluralism within a community grants insight into how conflicts along religious lines
have been defused.

Keywords
religious conversion, reference group theory, mulderhnic communities, masculinity, Jola, Mandinka,

Senegal, The Gambia

Among recent anthropological and historical studies of religious conversion,
we have for the most part examinations of linear histories of conversion trajec-
tories: traditional practice to Christianity (Gabbert 2001; Hamer 2002; Kipp
1995; Pricchett 2007), traditional practice to Islam (Searing 2003, 2006;
Meclntosh 2009), Christianicy to Islam (McDougall 2009), Islam to Christi-
anity (Hefner 1993b; Shankar 2006), conversion to reform movements within
Islam (Janson 2005; Leichtman 2009), from one Christian denomination to
another (Engelke 2004; Meyer 1998), the revival of traditional practices
among Islamicized groups (Aguilar 1995), and the rise of a neotraditionalist

© Koninlklijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2012 DOL 10.1163/15700666-12341232

S. K. Thomson / Journal of Religion in Africa 42 (2012) 240-276 241

movement with Christian roots (Palge 2008). More exrended studies have
examined such linear conversion processes as composed of multiple phases or
steps that may include elements of ‘reconversion’ and more complex dialogue
(‘long convessations’, in the Comaroffs’ terms) between two religious tradi-
tions (Baum 1990; Comaroff 1985; Comaroff and Comaroff 1991, 1997;
Hodgson 1999; Landau 1995; McKittrick 2002; Smythe 2006; Masquelier
2001). With the exceptions of Gausset (1999), Klein (1968), and Searing
(2006), few studies have considered non-linear cases where, within a relatively
tightly bound historical period and within a defined population, there has
been conversion from a localized practice both to Islam and to Christianity or
other divergent trends. That is, in most studies conversion is considered to be
a process defined as movement between religion A and religion B (two points
defining a line), even if movement berween these religions is, as is most often
the case, variable in rate, direcrion, path, and logic. A non-linear situation,
simply defined as one where the history of religious conversion includes at
least three traditions, raises the challenge of placing these multiple paths of
religious change within a single analytical framework. In this study of such
non-linear conversion among the Kalorn (also known as Karon Jolas or
Karoninkas) in The Gambia,” I demonstrate that reference group theory is a
powerful tool for understanding both the process of contemporaneous reli-
gious conversion to Christianity and Islam and the later maintenance of a
relatively peaceful local community despite this religious fault line.

Scholarship on related Jola groups of the Basse Casamance region of Sen-
egal is notable because significant attention has been directed at both conver-
sion to Islam in the north bank of the Casamance region {Mark 1977, 1978,
1990; Linares 1986, 1992; Lambert 2002} and conversion to Christianity in
the south bank region (Baum 1990; Foucher 2003). However, among Kalorn
living along the border berween Senegal and The Gambia, local communities,
indeed extended families, are composed of both Muslims and Roman Catho-
lics. More remarkable, while migration of Kalorn into this borderland dates to
the late 1920s or eaclier, conversion to Islam became a major trend only in the
1950s and conversion to Christianity became important in the 1960s. The
general patterns in this region would suggest that this most northerly branch
of the Jola macroethnic group would be strongly influenced by Islam; explain-
ing why this is not the case constitutes the central ethnographic puzzle |
attempt to resolve here.

My analysis of these closely related trends of conversion to Islam and ro
Christianity relies primarily on reference group theory (Hefner 1993a),
which emphasizes a mesolevel analysis between macro socioeconomic trends

and a micro level of individual psychology and biography. Reference groups
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Community of Gambia, Mauritania and Senegal

The Wolof inhabit Senegambia in West Africa,
from the river Senegal in the north to the river
Gambia in the south, and number more than 2.3
million people. They form 36 per cent of the
population of Senegal and 15 per cent of the
population of Gambia. The region is ethnically mixed
and also includes Mandinka (Soose), Fulani (Fulbe)
and Serer. The Wolof are the dominant element in
the former states of Waalo (Oualo), Kahoor (Kayor),
Jolof, Baol, Siin (Sine) and Saalum (Saloum) and
were already occupying this portion of West Africa
when the first Portuguese voyagers reached the coast
in the middle of the fifteenth century.

Over time there have been major shifts in
population. When they first established contact with
the Europeans, many Wolof moved from the interior
regions towards the coastal areas. Later, as peanuts
became an export crop in the mid-nineteenth century,
there was movement into lands in southwestern
Senegal where the soil was more suitable for
cultivation. '

In recent years, there has been expansion towards
the east and south in search.of new areas for peanut
cultivation and a drift towards Dakar and its
surrounding areas in search of employment. Wolof
are also to be found in small numbers in Mauritania
and in the Casamance region of Senegal south of
Gambia.

Wolof is classified as a West Atlantic language
of the Niger-Congo family and is commonly spoken
as a second language in Senegal by Serer, Fulani
and Mandinka, with perhaps 30 per cent of the non-
Wolof having a simple understanding of the
language. Since independence, increasing efforts are
being made to encourage the writing of Wolof—a
new script has been officially adopted and a Wolof-
French dictionary prepared.

Formerly, vernacular material was largely limited
to translations made by Catholic missionaries and
had a limited distribution. Wolof is also used as the
language of trade outside the main Wolof areas.
Verbal skill is greatly prized as a sign of a mature
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adult, and Wolof philosophy is contained in hundreds
of proverbs, which are skillfully used in social
interaction. Children learn linguistic skills through
riddles, storytelling and secret languages. Stories are
told by professional storytellers (griots) as a form of
entertainment.

Wolof have a culture, as well as social and
political systems, that are typical of the savanna zone

. of West Africa. Politically the country was divided

into a series of small states, power being concentrated
in the hands of certain ruling lineages. Formerly, in
certain areas descent was tracded through the female
line, but with the adoption of Islani, succession to
office now follows the male line. Nevertheless, the
mother’s kin play an important part in a person’s
life, providing practical help and emotional support
in time of trouble, whereas the father’s side of the
family is held responsible for training and discipline.

Wolof social organisation is highly stratified.
People are divided into free-born (ranging from high-
ranking noble lineages to ordinary peasant farmers
who lack real power), those of slave descent (whose
status depended on the families to which they were
attached; the slaves of a ruler, for example, often
being rich and powerful, and the executive arm of
the ruler) and a low-caste group of artisans, with
three major subdivisions: smiths (blacksmiths and
goldsmiths), leatherworkers, and musicians and
praise singers, the latter having many subdivisions
depending on the instrument played or the role.
performed. Artisans of other ethnic groups,
woodworkers of Laube (Fula-speaking) origin, or
weavers of Fula origin, are incorporated into the
Wolof ranking system.

The major lowcaste groups are endogamous units
and formerly could also own slaves. Intermarriage
across ranks is still rare, even in heterogeneous urban
populations, though intermarriage across ethnic
boundaries at an equal level has always been
common. The families of renowned Muslim scholars
are accorded high rank and prestige. Terms derived
from Western thought such as class, rank, caste and
status group can be applied only to part of the total
system, which is maintained largely through the roles
that members of each group play in the major rites
of passage: naming ceremonies, circumcision of boys,
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There are editions of his speeches by J. Reinach, 11 vol. (1881~
85), and of his letters for the period 1868-82, by D. Halévy and
E. Pillias (1938).

BisLiocraPEY —H. Stannard, Gambetta and the Foundation of the
Third Republic (1921); J. P. T. Bury, Gambetta and the National De-
fence (1936); P. Chanlaine, Gambetia, pére de la République (1932}
P. B. Gheusi, Le Roman de Gambetta (1938), (D. Tw.)

GAMBIA (Tue GaMmBIA), a republic in West Africa and a
member of the UN, the Commonwealth of Nations, and the Or-
ganization of African Unity (OAU), previously a British colony
and protectorate, forms an enclave in the Republic of Senegal. It
consists of a narrow strip of land along both banks of the Gambia
River extending inland for about 300 mi. (480 km.) between lati-
tudes 13° and 14° N, Area (excluding the river) 4,003 sq.mi.
(10,368 sq.km.). The distance by river from Bathurst (g.v.), the
capital, which-stands on St. Mary’s Island at the mouth of the
Gambia, to Koina, the easternmost village in the country, is 292
mi. (470 km.)." Such unity as this oddly shaped territory possesses
is conferred by the Gambia River, one of the finest waterways in
West Africa, which is navigable as far as Kuntaur (150 mi. [240
km.] upstream) by seagoing ships drawing up to: 17°ft. (5 m.)
and as far as Koina by smaller vessels. Unfortunately, political
severance from Senegal greatly limits the value of the river, while
the French-built (1923) Niger Railway between Dakar and Kayes
runs about 25 mi. (40 km.) N of the country’s northern boundary,

Physical Geography.—The river valley forms an elongated
gash in the Senegambian Tertiary sandstone plain; the edges are
irregular because of constant weathering. There are three main
physical-elements in the country: (1) the valley floor, built up
of alluvium and with areas known as banto faros liable to. flood-
ing during the rains; (2) the dissected plateau edge, consisting of
sandy, often precipitous hills alternating with broad sandy val-
leys; and (3) the sandstone plateau, parts of which extend across
the border from Senegal. The sandstone soils are lateritic and
infertile, those of the banto faros heavier and more productive.

The climate is a fairly dry tropical one, with'alterdating dry
and wet seasons. Average annual rainfall is about 40 in. (1,016
mm.) but decreases inland, and year-to-year variations are large,
extremes of 24 in. (610 mm.) and 66 in. (1,676 mm.) being
recorded. The rainy season, usually June to October, with August
the wettest month, has its arrival and departure marked by line
squalls.. Cooler weather follows the rains; and the dry season
(usually November to May) is dominated by the dry and often
dusty harmattan wind from the Sahara. Near the coast, dry-season
temperatures vary between about 18°-32° C (65°-90° F), but
upriver the range is greater (10°—40° C [50°-105° F]). The
vegetation is savanna, with gallery forest along watercourses.
Much of the region near Bathurst is thickly covered with stands
of oil palm. (H. R. Ja)

- Amimal Life—The narrow riverain forest strip shelters birds
characteristic of the West African forest, but the large fauna is
found either in the river itself or in the dry savanna woodlands.
The Nile crocodile extends throughout the river system and coastal
lagoons, but the hippopotamus and manatee exist only in scat-
tered places. Cultivation in the savanna has driven out most of
the larger game, which are the typical West African antelopes
and gazelles, but monkeys (mostly red patas and baboons) can
do serious damage to farms. A few Derby elands still exist.

(G. S. Ce)

Population.—The principal tribes are: (1) the Mandinka (or
Mandingo) numbering about 129,000, who predominate in the
Lower River District and have made great progress in clearing
mangrove swamps for rice growing; (2) the Wolof, predominant
in Bathurst, often very dark in colour, who number more than
41,000 and whose women are renowned for their elaborate makeup,
hair styles, and dresses, and whose men are farmers or (in Bath-
urst) traders; (3) the Jola, more than 22,000, who live in scat-
tered hamlets as cultivators, many of them having turned from
paganism to Islam; (4) the Serahuli, more than 21,000, Muslims
who are skilled traders or industrious farmers, hving mainly in
large compact villages in the eastern part of the country, away
from the main river but near tributaries; (5) the Fulbe or Fula,
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who number about 43,000, mainly in the Upper River District,
are a light-skinned, cattle-keeping people similar to the Nigerian
Fulani. Their several subgroups include the more primitive
Rorobe (Lorobo), whose ancestors came from Bondu; the Torobe
(Toranko), a Muslim group also from Senegal; the Firdu Fulbe
on the south bank, darker in colour and including both Muslims
and pagans; and the Jombonkabe, often light-skinned and fine
featured, who include pagans, Muslims, and Christians and form
a long-established element whose ancestors came from Ké-Macina
on the Niger River, (D. P. Ga)

The population increased during the first half of the 20th cen-
tury (1963, 315,486, with an annual rate of increase of about
2.19%), but in the absence of reliable figures it is not possible
to say by how many. Outside Bathurst, the largest settlements
are Brikama (4,195); Salikeni (3,899); Bakau (3,563); and
Gunjur (3,561). Below Kaur (about 100 mi. [160 km.] upstream)
most villages are on the sandstone plateau, avoiding the insect-
ridden and unhealthy banto faros, but above Kaur the swamps are
not saline and have more settlements, as they are valuable for
rice growing in the Middle River District around Georgetown and
above that for peanuts. (H.R. JA)

History.—The Gambia River was discovered in 1455 by the
Portuguese. In 1588 the Portuguese sold to some English mer-
chants exclusive trading rights in the river, but the venture led
to no permanent settlement. In 1618 James I granted a charter
to a company formed for trading with The Gambia and the Gold
Coast (modern Ghana), but its first agent, George Thompson,
was murdered by natives.- His successor, Richard Jobson, is re-
puted in 1620 to have reached the Barrakunda Rapids. In about
1660 James, duke of Courland (godson of James I of England),
acquired from a local chief an island, later known as Fort James
Island, about 17 mi. (27 km.) upriver, where he erected a fort.
In 1661 Charles IT granted a new patent to a body of adventurers
who in 1663 sent an expedition to the Gambia River under Com-
modore Robert Holmes, He found the Courland garrison reduced
to seven Europeans and took possession of the fort. In about
1681 the French from their base at Gorée established an enclave
at Albreda on the north bank of the Gambia River opposite
Fort James Island. In the wars following the English Revolu-
tion of 1688 the French captured the fort on four occasions, but
at the Treaty of Utrecht (1713) they recognized the English
claim to Fort James Island and were themselves allowed to retain
Albreda. In 1779 the French captured and later destroyed the
fort, but the Treaty of Versailles (1783) reserved the Gambia
River to Great Britain while recognizing the French enclave of
Albreda.

"When at the close of the Napoleonic Wars Gorée was restored
to France, the British decided to establish a base at the mouth
of the Gambia River for checking the slave trade. On April 23,
1816, the chief of Kombo ceded Banjul (later renamed St. Mary’s)
Island, and a settlement was established and named Bathurst after
the then colonial secretary. British traders from Gorée followed
the garrison to this new settlement. In 1821 Bathurst was sub-
ordinated to the Sierra Leone colony and in 1843 became a sepa-
rate colony, but in 1866 it was made part of the “West African
settlements” governed from Freetown, reverting to separate status
in 1888, Albreda was transferred to Britain by an exchange ar-
rangement with France in 1857,

Following various cessions and purchases of territory in the
years 1823-53, negotiations in the 1870s for the exchange of The
Gambia with some French West African territory were twice
broken off because of opposition from the natives of The Gambia,
as well as from British politicians and merchants. Nevertheless,
the French continued to expand in Senegal, and when in 1889 the
boundaries were defined by international agreement, Great Britain
was able to secure on the Gambia River only a narrow strip of land
on either bank as far as the Barrakunda Rapids, The Brtish pro-
tectorate was established in 1894.

Except for some trouble with slave-raiding chiefs, The Gambia
enjoyed peace after its separation from Sierra Leone. In 1906
an ordinance was passed abolishing slavery throughout the pro-
tectorate. During World War 11 The Gambia contributed fighting
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drillon des colonies anglaises, en méme
temps qu'elle en était a plus ancienne,
la Gambie est aujourdhui Ie plus petit
Etat africain indépendant. Peu viable en
apparence, et longtemps dans la dépen-
dance de ses exportations de graines
oléagineuses, comme l'est son voisin
sénégalais, la Gambie, depuis son acces-
sion a l'indépendance, a réussi contre
toute attente a survivre sans aide exté-
ricure massive, grice aux profits subs-
tantiels qu’elle tire de la contrebande
avec le Sénégal et qui comptent parmi
les exportations invisibles.

i,

La période coloniale

Des le xiv® sigcle, le territoire gambien est
englobé dans le vaste empire du Mali dont
il demeurera vassal jusqu'au début du
xvii® siécle. Il regoit un important peuple-
ment mandingue, qui se méle aux Peul et
Toucouleur déjd installés dans la région
fluviale moyenne. Une quinzaine de roite-
lets mandingues se maintiendront jusqu'au
XIx® siécle, au nord et au sud de la vallée, le
plus puissant de ces Etals étant le royaume
de Barra, maitre de I'embouchure du fleuve.

Vers le milieu du xv* siécle, sous l'impul-
sion d’Henri le Navigateur, les Portugais
explorent les cotes d'Afrique et découvrent
I’embouchure de la Gambie. Entre 1455 et
1457, le Vénitien Ca da Mosto, agissant au
nom du roi de Portugal, traite avec un sou-
verain de la basse vallée du fleuve, Batimansa.
Puis d’autres navigateurs portugais nouent
des relations amicales avec plusieurs rois de
basse Gambie, qui leur procurent de I'or et
des esclaves en échange de marchandises
européennes. ‘

Dés la fin du xvi° siécle, avec Peffacement
de la puissance portugaise (le Portugal est
rattaché i I'Espagne en 1580), la Gambie est
livrée aux rivalités d’autres puissances colo-
niales, I'Angleterre et la France essentielle-

“ment, 4 la recherche de la « montagne d’or »

que la tradition plagait sur le haut cours du
Sénégal, en pays de Galam. Or, le cours de
la Gambie était une voie possible de péné-
tration dans l'intérieur. Les Anglais vinrent
pour la premiére fois en Gambie en [618.
Deux ans plus tard, 'Anglais R. Jobson
remonta le fleuve jusqu'au royaume de
Tenda. Mais les premiers Européens 3 avoir
créé un établissement fixe en Gambie sont
des Lettons, sujets du duc de Courlande, qui,
profitant des troubles en Angleterre, cons-
truisirent en 1651 un fort dans {'ile de Saint-
André, tout prés de I'embouchure dy fleuve.
En 1661, la compagnie des Royal Adven-
turers of England Trading in Africa, fondée
un an plus tot par Charles II, s’empara du
fort Saint-André et lui donna le nom de
fort Saint-James. En 1670, les Frangais, de
leur coté, avaient établi un comptoir
Albreda, sur la rive nord de I'embouchure
de la Gambie, juste en face de la position
anglaise.

Cependant, ce sont les Anglais qui fai-
saient la plus grosse partie du commerce
sur la riviére, avec huit comptoirs échelonnés
sur son cours. A cette époque, les mines d’or
du Bambouck étant depuis longtemps épui-
sées, c'est la traite des esclaves qui constituait
’essentiel du commerce de la Gambie, les
régions de I'intérieur fournissant en moyenne
un millier d’esclaves par an,

Le traité de Versailles (1783) attribue la
Gambie a Angleterre. Aprés ’abolition de
Pesclavage (1807), qui paralyse pour un
temps tous leurs comptoirs de la vallée, les
Anglais créent un nouveau comptoir dans
I'tle Sainte-Marie, noyau de la future Ba-
thurst, position stratégique commandant

Pembouchure du fleuve et permettant de-

déjouer les entreprises frangaises et le trafic
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négrier. Deux stations furent fondées poyr
les  esclaves libérés des navires négriers
capturés par la flotte anglaise : l'une j
Bathurst, 1"autre 3 Mac Carthy, sur le hay
fleuve.

La Gambie devient en 1821 colonie de I3
Couronne et dépend jusqu’en 1843 de i,
Sierra Leone. En 1866, elle fait partie deg
West African Settlements et ne retrouve son
statut de colonie autonome que vingt ans
plus tard. Les accords franco-anglais de 1839
définirent les frontiéres de la (%ambie avee
le Sénégal et attribuérent aux Frangais
un droit de npavigation sur la Gambie,
Dés 1857, pourtant, la France avait cédé
aux Anglais son comptoir d'Albreda, ¢n
échange de celui de Portendick, situs
en Mauritanie. »

Vers-la fin du xix® siécle, le statut de I3
Gambie est précisé. Elle devient un territoire
mixte : {'fle Sainte-Marie ol se trouve Ba.
thurst est une colonie et tout le reste du ter-
ritoire un protectorat, divisé en quatre cir.

conscriptions (Ouest, chef-lieu : Brikama;
Centre, chef-lieu Maniakouko; Mac
Carthy Georgetown; Haute-Gambie

Bassé), avec des administrateurs anglais, les
Districts Commissionners, qui contrdlent
trente-cing chefferies administrées par des
chefs indigénes, chacune étant dotée d'un
conseil des notables et d’un tribunal coutu-
mier. Imitant son voisin le Sénégal, la Gambie
développe la culture de 'arachide, denrée
qui représente, & la veille de la Seconde
Guerre mondiale 96 p. 100 du commerce
extérieur gambien.

L’évolution politique
contemporaine

L’évolution de la Gambie vers "autonomic
interne, puis vers I'indépendance a commencé
dix ans aprés la fin de la Seconde Guerre
mondiale.

La Constitution de 1915 est remaniée en
1954 et & nouveau modifiée en 1960. Elic
donnait & la Gambie britannique un régime
plus libéral. Un Conseil exécutif, présidé par
le gouverneur (britannique), comprenait six
ministres élus par le Conseil législatif ¢t
quatre hauts fonctionnaires, membres de¢
droit. Outre ses vingt-sept membres élus au
suffrage universel, le Conseil législatif comp-
tait trois membres nommeés et les quatre
hauts fonctionnaires déja cités.

La Constitution d’avril 1962 allait ache-
miner bientdét la Gambie vers 1’autonomie
interne. Sur les trente-neuf membres que
comprenait la Chambre des_représentants,
trente-deux étaient élus au suffrage universel.
Le Conseil exécutif, présidé par le gouver
neur, était composé d’un Premier ministr¢
désigné par lui et de huyit autres ministre
choisis dans la majorité de la Chambre.
Aux élections de 1962, le People’s Progres-
sive Party (P.P.P.) obtenait dix-huit siege
a la Chambre des représentants. Son dir-
geant, Dauda Kariba Jawara, devenail Pre-
mier ministre. Il réclamait aussitot I'auto:
nomie interne de la. Gambie, dans le cadr
du Commonwealth, ce qui fut accordé PJ;
Londres en octobre 1963, Le gouvernct
britannique restait en place, avec‘quelquc,f
domaines réservés (Défense, Affaires ‘?-‘(‘f‘
rieures, Sécurité intérieure), mais la d”‘.ér
tion du pays incombait désormais au Prem
ministre gambien, . o mro

L’indépendance de la Gambie a ét¢ P
clamée fe 18 février 1965. La rCP”b“?‘O.
ayant &té rejetée au référendum 09 O
vembre 1965, la Gambie posséde un reg:)u
de monarchie constitutionnelle, avec P(&c
souverain la reine Elisabeth II, represeh
a Bathurst par un gouverneur génerd s
tannique. Le chef du gouvernement =
lord Jawara. L’actuelle Constitqtlon,';o(;‘é’;cn,
le statut particulier de la Gambie : I'in e
dance totale s’accommodant du maf
des liens avec la Grande-Bretagné que
['allégeance gambienne au S)’ml?"f3 L¢
représente  la couronne britannidit.
Premier ministre, chef du gou}’e,mcl pa
est nommé par le gouverneur _geﬂe,ra; 13
mi les membres de [a majorit€
Chambre.
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partement of the Seine. The assembly was to determine
whether France would remain a republic or restore the
monarchy, The majority of the deputies were mon-
archists. There were, however, two candidates to the
throne, the heads, respectively, of the elder and the
younger branch of the Bourbons, and they were unable
to reach agreement. With supreme skill, Gambetta man-
aged to push ratification of the republic through the
weary assembly. The republican constitution of 1873
formed the basis of the republic until 1940.

Parliamentary intrigue prevented Gambetta from being
elected president of the republic, but he became president
of the Chamber of Deputies, a position in which he exer-
cised great power. He attempted to promote a tolerant
republic, an “Athenian republic,” as he described it. In
spite of his corpulence, dishevelled beard, and badly
groomed appearance, his natural warmth, generosity,
and liberalism made him highly popular.

Jules Grévy, the president, disliked Gambetta and for
a long time refused to ask him to form a government.
After he at last was appointed premier, in November
1881, he pursued, in.foreign affairs, a policy of estab-
lishing a closer relationship with Great Britain and, in
domestic affairs, an ambitious program of domestic re-
form. He was overthrown in January 1882, before
achieving either goal. .

In 1872 he began a liaison with Léonie Léon, a pretty,
well-educated woman, and, after his resignation, he set-
tled with her outside Paris, with the intention of marry-
ing her. While handling a revolver, he shot himself in the
arm, and, as his health was very poor, the wound healed
slowly. During his convalescence, he was stricken with
appendicitis, but the doctors did not operate. He died on
December 31, 1882, at the age of 44,

He was honoured with a national funeral. His reputa-
tion has remained largely undiminished; there is hardly
a town in France without a street bearing his name. Yet
his fame rests on what he achieved in his long years
of opposition and during the Franco-German War rather
than during the two terms—totalling three years—in
which he exercised power. He was a fervent advocate
both of fully modern democracy—universal suffrage,
freedom of the press, right of meeting, trial by jury for
political offenses, separation of church and state—and of
national unity. For the sake of the latter, he occasionally
struck bargains with his political opponents, thus gaining
an undeserved reputation as an opportunist. Undoubted-
1y, he was largely responsible for the consolidation of
parliamentary democracy in France, but his compromises
resulted in a fragile party system that served to weaken
democratic government.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. Discours et plaidoyers politiques de M.
Gambetta, 11 vol. (1881-82); p.B. GHEUSI, Gambetia par
Gambetta (1909; Eng. trans., Gambetta: Life and Letters,
1910); p. HALEVY and B. PILLIAS, Lettres de Gambetta, 1868~
1882 (1938). For biographical information, see J. CHASTENET,
Gambetta (1968), with unpublished letters and a bibliogra-
phy. Also see: H.M. STANNARD, Gambetta and the Foundation
of the Third Republic (1921); ».B, GHEUSI, Le Roman de Gam-
betta (1938); 6. WORMSER, Gambetta dans les tempétes
{1964): and H. pucos, “Léonie Léon, ou Dix ans de la vie de
Gambetta,” in Revue de Paris, pp. 21-40 (1967).

(J.Cde C.)

Gambia, The

The Gambia, a West African republic, is a small state
with a total area of 4,467 square miles (11,569 square
kilometres). The country is a narrow enclave, from 15
to 30 miles (25 to 50 kilometres) wide and 295 miles
(475. kilometres) long, stretching inland from the Af-
lantic Ocean and surrounded (except on its short coastal
side) by Senegal. Essentially, The Gambia is a strip of
land on either bank of the Gambia River. The unusual
shape and size of the former British colony are attribut-
able to arbitrary territorial compromises arising from
19th-century Anglo-French rivalry in West Africa. Its
capital is Banjul (formerly Bathurst).

The Gambia, which had a population of about 524,
000 in 1975, and which obtained independence from the

Gambia, The 863

United Kingdom on February 18, 1965 (retaining mem-
bership in the Commonwealth of Nations), is one of
the poorest countries on the continent, economically
dependent on a single crop, peanuts (groundnuts). With
its river, the finest waterway in West Africa, it has the
potential to develop into a flourishing corridor in the
heart of the West African hinterland. Because The
Gambia and Senegal remain politically and economi-
cally divided, however, development of the river basin
is prevented by lack of coordination between the two
states. The Gambian government, for example, fears
that the building of an international bridge over the
river might deprive The Gambia of ferry tolls, or that
river traffic might be reduced in consequence, and is
unwilling to forgo such immediate benefits for the sake
of long-term advantages to be gained from the develop-
ment of the river basin.

For an account of The Gambia’s major physical fea-
ture, see GAMBIA RIVER; for historical aspects, see WEST
AFRICA, HISTORY OF.

Geomorphology. The Gambia River is the country’s
dominant feature, flowing across a plateau of Tertiary
sandstone, compacted sediment composed predominantly
of quartz grains formed from 65,000,000 to 6,500,000

years ago. The landscape is generally flat, dissected ter- -

rain, with gentle slopes of not more than three degrees.
In the east, narrow valleys are separated by broad inter-
fluves or flattish hills. In the west, lower and smaller sand
hills alternate with depressions up to three miles wide
filled in with sand so that a flat plain is formed.

Climate. The climate is of the drier tropical type,
characterized by a short and intense rainy season, oc-
curring some time between June and QOctober, and 2a
longer dry season. Near the coast the rainy season lasts
longer and the rainfall is heavier, diminishing eastward.
At Yundum, in the west, the average annual rainfall is
about 51 inches (1,300 millimetres) and the mean month-
1y temperature 77° F (25° C), while at Basse Santa Su,
about 270 miles inland, the comparable figures are 43
inches (1,100 millimetres) and 82° F (28° C). The rela-
tive humidity is high, particularly from July to December,
but drops from December to April, when the dry north-
eastern winds known as the harmattan are dominant. The
vegetation cover of The Gambia is savanna (grassland)
on the uplands, while various kinds of swamps cover the
lowlying areas.

People and population. The river basin has in the past
acted as a focal point for migrating groups of people
from adjacent parts of West Africa, and The Gambia is
consequently populated by diverse ethnic groups. About
42 percent of the population is Malinke (Mandingo),
followed by Fulani, Wolof, Dyola (Yola), and Soninke
(Seraculeh). There are also smaller groups of Senegalese,
other African, and non-African peoples. The population
(which is predominantly Muslim) at the 1973 census was
493,000, about 100,000 more persons than expected
from estimates based on the 1963 census. A peculiar
characteristic of the national population is its seasonal
variation, caused by the influx of up to 20,000 Senegalese
farm workers, most of them between ages 15 and 34,

The population density is quite high, with an average of
148 persons per square mile of dry land (57 per square
kilometre), although distribution is uneven, with lower
densities nearer the coast and higher densities inland.
Patterns of settlement in The Gambia reflect three re-
gions, expressed on both banks of the river, consisting of
(1) the swamps adjacent to the river (and not extending
above Kau-Ur); (2) the riverine flats, known as banto
faros (from a Mandingo word meaning “beyond the
swamp”); and (3) the sandstone uplands. Most rural
settlement is concentrated on the uplands, which have
better drained soils and are more healthful than the
flooded swamps and estuarine banto faros. In the banto
faros on the middle course of the river, however, where
valleys are deeper and there is less danger of flooding,
the number of village settlements increases. Many of the
villages are built on the boundary between the uplands
and the riverine flats.

Principal
ethnic
groups



| SoME yearsb back, a report was

flashed from Gambia, across the
Atlantic, to London which set the
Christian missionary circles gaping
in astonishment. It was regarding
the conversion of a whole pagan
village to Islam. In modern Africa
where Islam is making a surprisingly
rapid progress, such instances are
of a common place occurance. But
the most amazing circumstance in
this iostante was that the conver-
sion had taken place overnight.
How was this sudden transformation
worked out?

Near the pagan village there was
working a Christian “missionary
hospital. Here, some Muslim
trainees from French West Africa
had come to acquire experience in
medical assistance. They mingled
with the villagers and quite natur-
ally, advocated Islam whenever they
could find an opportunity. One
morning it was learnt that the
villagers had embranced Islam, en
masse, the preceding night.

Strangé as it may appear, it was
as a matter of fact, the outcome of
a lenghty process spread over many
centuries. For over a thousand
yedrs the West African tribes,
including those of Gambia, were in
constant contact with Muslims, both
the Arabs and the Negroes.i% This
contact worked out a gradual
change in the outlook of the pagans
and ultimately .resulted .in . their
embracing Islam. It is therefore no
wonder that Gambia, like other
West African countries, is predomi-
nently a Muslim country with at
least 849, of the total population
claimed by Islam.

. Gambia is a long, narrow and
almost flat plain measuring an area
of 4003 square miles. The popul-
, ation is estimated at about 295,000,
The country is surrounded by
Senegal from all. sides® with the
exception of a few miles of coast
in the South. River Gambia, after
which the country is named, rises
-near Labe, on t‘iﬂ Futa Jallon
“plateau, and enters the Gambian
territory near Koina, 295 miles from
the mouth. Flowing lazily, as

though reluctant to .meet the wide
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Location West Africa

Area 4003 Square Miles
Fopulation : 295,000 (Muslims 84%)
Government : British Protectorate
Capital (. Bathurst

Atlantic, the river forms vast swamps
along the banke which are largely
utilized for the culiivation of rice.

The land can safely be classified
into the forest area (156 sq. miles);
uncultivable savannah (1014 sq.
miles); mangrove forest (234 sq.
miles); swamps (265 sq. miles) and
up-land cultivated area (2180 sq.
miles). Apgriculture is the occup-
ation of 909, of the population.
Groundnuts are the most impor-
tant cash crop. Other food products
include rice, millet, maize, sorghum
and casava beans. Fruits¥include
mangoes, oranges, bananas, pawpaws
and limes. Onion, tomato, okra
and pepper are also grown in the
villages. The Western region is
rich in trees. Kapok and cotton
trees are numerous in the middle
and upper reaches of the river.

Rice is grown mainly in the
swampy region, but in recent years
its cultivation has been extended
also to the mangroves. An Indian
specialist was employed in 1956 to
introduce improved technique in
the cultivation of rice. The average
yield of the cleared swamp-lands
and mangroves is 1400 Ibs per acre
which is the highest in Gambia.

Away from the swamps, ground-
nuts are grown in the loose sandy
soil. The yield per acre is from
800 to 900 lbs per acre. Millet,
maize and Sorghum are generally
culiivated on lands which had been
left fallow for some years. The
system of shifting cultivation is now
gradually giving way to static
cultivation with the spreading use
of manure. Around each house in
the village, there is generally found
a narrow belt of land on which
cereals are grown for domestic use.
Selling or renting land is unknown,
if a farmer happens to inherit more
land than he can cuitivate, he
willingly lends part of his land to
anyone who needs it. Though no
rent is claimed, the obliged person
gensrally gives the owner some
present as a token of his gratitude.
Each year, when the rains set in,
hosts of Senegalese landless farmers
enter into Gambia. Here, the
great land-owners provide them
with board and lodge, lend them

7
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‘Muslims in ‘GAMBIA® .

lands for the season. and in return
expect from them a few hours’
labour on their farms a week. These
Senegalese farmers are known as
the strange-farmers.

Livestock raising is also an
important aspect of Gambian
economy. Cattle number 142,985,
sheep and goats 126,000. There is
no industry of any importance
except an old ship-building industry
which probably dates back to the
Portuguese period. Fishing thrives
along the coast. OId canoes are
now gradually giving way to power-
ed boats. In the river, fishing is
practised .mainly by Senegalese
fishermen. The country is poor in
minerals. Oil prospecting had once
been tried but was soon abandoned
due to discouraging results.
Groundnut is the back-bone of
Gambia’s,; economy and accounts

for90%-‘of her exports. Other
articles of export include palm
Kerna's, fish and skins and
hides.  Imports include sugar,

cigarettes, cotton goods, bags, sacks,
soap, toilet and hardware. The
Bank of West Africa has its branch
at Bathurst (capital). 1t is the only
bank in Gambia.

Gambia is much backward in
education. There are in the
country 58 primary schools attended
by 7694 pupils; 3 secondary schools
with a totol stsength of 955 and 2
teachers training College  with
50 students. ; ‘English, the official
language, i i€ medium of instruc-
tion. Thaorsiates however, a fow
schools where education is imparted
in the native '~nguage, Mandingo.

Of the native tribes the Mandingo
are the most ‘nimerous, numbering
102,000.  Other tribes are Fula,
60,000; Wollof, 28,000; Serehul;
Jola 20,000 and a few other small
tribes.

Among the western powers the
Portuguese were the first to visit the
country. They arrived here in 1455
and established their trade centres
near the mouth of the river. Other
western powers, including Britain
and France, were also induced to
trade along . the river Gambia,
attracted by the reports of fabulous
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In the small country of British Guians, separated from sacred Mecca
by a few thousand miles, over 18,000 Mohammedans still claim alle-
giance to the great prophet. They are all of the East Indian race and
form six per cent of the total population, which numbers 300,000. With
thousands of other East Indians they have migrated from India in past
years under indenture to labor on the sugar plantations of the only
British possession on the South American continent.

‘The semi-Christian civilization of British Guiana has had the effect
of weakening their allegiance to Mohammed and of Europeanizing them
in clothing and habits. Even the dominant language is English. Child-
marriage is also gone, the average age of marriage being sixteen years
for women and nineteen for men. Polygamy, however, continues. A
prosperous man usually has four wives and two or three concubines.
Separations from these wives are the rule, sometimes within twenty-four
hours after marriage. Intermarriage between Moslems and Hindus
occurs frequently, usually with the zesult that the Hindu becomes
Moslem. It is very rarely, however, that a Christian will consent to B
marry a Moslem; while the Moslem i overjoyed if he can procure a b
Christian, for the sake of the prestige thus gained.

Economically, the Mohammedans, as well as all the East Indians of
British Guiana, have been benefited by migrating, inasmuch as more
opportunities for prosperity are to be found in British Guiana than in
their native land. Among the merchants, the Mohammedans rank with
the cleverest. Others are successful farmers and tailors. Some few
are worth at least $100,000. The Moslems, on the average, are far
more prosperous than the Hindus and Parsis. Yet, there are many
who are pitifully poor, especially among the farming class, who are
paid only 48 cents or 60 cents per day, and get only shout four daye’
work each week. Under these conditions, child-labor is considered E
necessary and is, therefore, prevalent.

The living conditions provided on the estates differ. Some workers
are_comfortably housed and fairly well provided for generally. The
majority, however, live in ranges of small, dark rooms with damp, mud
floors, one room to a family, with an unsanitary water supply, and
miserable conditions in general. On account of these conditions, the
government of India has put a stop to the indenture system, as far as
it concerns British Guiana

The Mussulman is very keen about education, more so than the
Hindu. When the parents are prosperous, the boys, particularly, are
given a good secondary and college education. The average boy, how-
ever, gets only as far as fifth or sixth standard in elementary school,
while fourth or fifth standard is usually the limit for the girls.

The literature of the Moslem consists almost entirely of only two
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:Alt.ough the Gambia is now one of the smallest of Africa’s states, the

‘area of the Gambia valley has been of far broader historical significance
‘than its size on a map might indicate. For over five hundred years a strip of
Mandingo settlements has extended along the river’s banks from the Futa
-Jalon plateau (one of the principal sites of Mande settlement in West
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Africa), to the Atlantic Ocean, and the Gambia river, one of the most

dcessible and navigable waterways in West Africa, has attracted important

tthn' groups such as the Fula, Wolof, Serahuli and Jola. During the

S¢cc 1 half of the nineteenth century events taking place in that area

affec od the lives of people living as far north as the Senegal river and as
Eal
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THE NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF ISLAM IN
THE SUDAN

There have been many attempts to estimate the
numbers of Mohammedans throughout the world, but few
have made a special study of Africa. This continent
presented a difficult problem before 1900, because of the
lack of a framework of boundaries and the absence for
large areas of information of any kind. Travellers, who
necessarily went from town to town under the protection
of native “kings”, got an exaggerated view of the
problem, and their reports-led to unreliable estimates. When
actual attempts at counting the numbers were made,
tremendous difficulty appeared in deciding whether com-
munities or even individuals were Moslems. '

Since 1920, the colonial and national boundaries have
been fairly well fixed. The principal alterations have
been :(—

a) A small withdrawal of the northern frontier of
Northern Nigeria to give the French a moderately fertile
strip along which to reach Lake Chad.

b) The annexation by France of 3,000 square miles
of Northeastern Liberia in 1907.

c) A number of awkward readjustments with reference
to the allocation of the “Military Territories” and the
creation of Niger Colony, which are difficult to allow for
in estimates.

d) The division of Haut Sénégal-Niger into Soudan
Francaise and Haut-Volta after the War.

e) The abolition of Haut-Volta and its mergence with
French Sudan, Niger Colony Ivory Coast and French
Guinea in 1932—a change which has scarcely been noted
in the outside world as yet.

! See, for example the remarks of the Director of the 1921 census in Northern Nigeria
in “Northern Tribes of Nigeria”, by C. K. Meck. Vol. TI, p. 172. Oxford, 1925.
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GAMBIA

LOCATION, CLIMATE, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, FLAG, CAPITAL

The Republic of the Gambia is a narrow territory around the River
Gambia on the west coast of Africa. The country has a short coastline
on the Atlantic Occan, but is otherwise surrounded by Scnegal. The
climate is tropical, with a rainy season from July to September. Away
from the river swamps most of the terrain is covered by savanna bush.
Average lemperatures in Banjul range from 23°C (73°F) in January to
27°C (81°F) in July, while temperatures inland can exceed 40°C (104°F).
English is the official language, while the principal vernacular languages
are Mandinka, Fula and Wolof. About 85% of the inhabitants are
Muslims, and most of the remainder are Christians, with some adherents
of animism. The national flag (proportions 3 by 2) has red, blue and
green horizontal stripes, with two narrow white stripes bordering the
central blue band. The capital is Banjul (formerly called Bathurst).

AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY

Area (sq km) 11,295
Population (census results)

15 April 1983 _

Total 687,817
15 April 1993 .

Males - 514,530
Females . 511,337
Total 1,025,867
Density (per sq km) at census of 1993 90.8
ECONOMY

Monetary Units: 100 butut = 1 dalasi (D).
*Revenue (million dalasi, year ending 30 June)
1992/93 1993/94 1994/95

Tax revenue 704.4 682.9 599.9
Direct taxes 122.9 126.0 1358
Taxes on personal incomes 404 36.4 55.3
Taxes on corporate profits 76.6 80.6 73.7
Indirect taxes L 581.5 5569 464.1
Domestic taxes on goods and services  47.9 57.1 48.7
Domestic sales tax 46.5 54.7 36.8
Taxes on international trade 374.2 306.5 256.2
Customs duties 196.1 1569 1447
Sales tax on imports : 178.1 149.1 109.8
Petroleum taxes 1594 1933 159.2
Duty s 136.8 166.8 137.8
Sales tax . 22.6 26.5 214
Other current revenue 61.9 84.2 65.7
Government services and charges 18.8 228 270
Interest on property 19.8 10.3 10.0
Central Bank profit 17.7 28.0 25.0
Capital revenue 0.6 4.0 3.7
Total 766.9 7711 669.3

* Excluding grants received (million dalasi); 123.3 in 1992/93; 126.5
in 1993/94; 67.8 in 1994/95.

International Reserves (US $ million at 31 December)

1992 1994% 1995
IMF special drawing rights 0.62 0.26 0.13
Reserve position in IMF 2.04 2.17 221
Foreign exchange 91.38 95.59 103.81

Total 94.03 98.02 106.15

* 1993 (US § million): IMF special drawing rights 0.31; Reserve
position in IMF 2.04

EDUCATION
(1992/93)
Pupils
Teachers Males  Females
Pre-primary™* 408 n.a. na. 13,118
Primary 3,193 56,948 40314 97.262
Secondary 1,054 16916 9,013 25929

* 1991/92 Figures
Post -secondary ( 1984/85): 8 schools; 179 teachers: 1,489 pupils
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THE GAMBIA, THE COLONIAL OFFICE, AND THE
OPENING MONTHS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

BY P. H.S. HATTON

TuE outbreak of war with Germany in August 1914 brought two problems
for the Gambia which are worth investigating, not only for the light they
throw on the history of this part of West Africa in a period of crisis, but
also for the way in which discussions about these problems among the
officials of the Colonial Office give indications of two distinctly different
attitudes and approaches to the role of smaller parts of the Empire in the
war. The first of these problems was commercial, the second military.

Despite the Gambia River having been used as a major entrepot by the
Royal African Company in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, in the
nineteenth century British mercantile enterprise had shown little interest
in the tiny enclave of the Gambia, whose present frontiers had been fixed
in 188¢.! There was, indeed, only one British firm established in the Colony
in 1914, and in 1912 only g per cent of her exports (calculated by value,
exclusive of specie) had gone to the British Empire, while 77 per cent went
to France and the French possessions overseas. Gambia’s export trade was
almost entirely based on groundnuts: in 1912 these amounted to 93 per
cent of her total exports. With the money earned from this staple crop she
bought, apart from textiles and manufactured goods mainly from Britain,
138,000 cwt. of rice to help feed her native population of 146,101. Most of
the rice imported came from France and Germany, only 36,000 cwt. being
British re-exports.2 Thus, because the bulk of the Gambia Government’s
revenue was derived from customs dues, that Government’s solvency, as
well as the Colony’s commercial prosperity, depended on a trade with
France based on the export of groundnuts.

On the outbreak of war the French steamer service to West Africa was
suspended.® This, incidentally, also resulted in a shortage of five-franc
picces, the coins preferred by ‘strange farmers’ (as natives who had come
from adjoining French territories to grow groundnuts in the Gambia were

! The general development of the Colony can be traced in H. A. Gailey, 4 History of
the Gambia (London, 196.4). Other histories include: Sir J. M. Gray, 4 History of the
Gambia (Cambridge, 1940), W.T. Hamlyn, 4 Short History of the Gambia (Bathurst,
1931) and Sir G. Prothero (ed.), Gambia (Peace Handbooks no. 91, 1920). A. NMephee pro-
vides a useful background to the economic aspect in The Economic Revolution in British
West Africa (London, 1926). None of these make use of Colonial Office archive materal
tfor the period discussed here.

? Figures caleulated from the Gambiu Blue Bouk, 1612.

& This suspension is usually attributed to French fear of German commerce raiders:
France daes not seem to have had a scheme similar to that adopted by the Committee of
Imperial Defence to compensate merchantship-owners for their losses through enernv
action. The need for transports to take the French army from Algeria may, however,
have played some part in causing the suspension.

Ll
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Gambia by British ships to be sold there ‘at a reasonable profit only’. His
superior, Fiddes, disapproved. He disliked any Government connexion
with commerce, and preferred to leave the initiative to private enterprise.
He argued that there was no need for any such arrangement as Green
advocated, since ‘they (the local merchants) must know they can import
from England and if the position leads to the introduction of one or more
British firms so much the better.’® Further than this he would not go, for
positive encouragement of British firms would equally imply that Govern-
ment involvement in commerce which, in his opinion, was to be avoided at
all costs.

There was, however, little likelihood that British firms of their own
accord would be tempted to establish themselves in the Gambia, particu-
larly as at this time—for political reasons—the pre-war British policy of
making it difficult for Frenchmen to hold land in the Gambia was reversed.
For some time before the war the French Colonial and Foreign Offices had
attempted to secure the cession of the Gambia. The British had not been
opposed in principle to such cession, but had thought the concessions
offered in return by Paris insufficient.® In an attempt to obtain better
terms, the British Colonial Office had put obstacles in the way of French-
men desirous of owning land in the Gambia, in the hope that French mer-
cantile pressure would influence the Quai d’Orsay.*® The outbreak of war
put an end to such hopes, since the Colonial Office felt that the Anglo-
French wartime alliance weakened their bargaining position. The previous
land policy was to some extent reversed when L. Vezia and Company,
a French firm, was given the right to hold land. The Governor, E. I
Cameron, gave his consent reluctantly, feeling that ‘every enactment of
this kind naturally tends to make the colony more and more a foreign settle-
ment’. The Colonial Office, for its part, agreed that it would not ‘be politic
to oppose this Ordinance. In the first place this is not a time to have trouble
needlessly with the French, and secondly a refusal would increase the
eagerness of the French to obtain the Gambia’.t! Such eagerness the
Colonial Office hoped to contain at least until the end of the war; but in
the meanwhile the public concession to Vezia and Co. made less likely
that activity of British firms which Fiddes hoped would render Colonial
Office initiative unnecessary.

The initial failure to sell the 1g14-15 groundnut crop led not only to
difficulties in respect of Gambia imports, but also to a financial crisis for

8 C.0.-87-197—44036/14 from the Governor. Minutes of Green and Fiddes on same.

% For these negotiations see Gailey, op. cit. 81-96, 109-110. See also Foreign Office
series 369, volume 327 (Africa-France 1913), file 24403 and Foreign Office series 371,
volume 1700 (Pacific Islands, 1913), file 34144.

10 This policy was clearly decided upon when the Colonial Office secured disallowance
of Gambia Ordinance number eight of 1913, which would have permitted alien land-
holding. C.0.~87-193~14240/13 from the Governor, Sir Henry Galway. Minutes on
same. C.0.—87-195-28962/13 from the Foreign Office. Minutes on same.

1 C.0.—87-198-50700/14 from the Governor. Minute of J. A, Calder, a Second-Class
Clerk in the West Africa Department, on same.
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GAMBIA. The history of Islam in the present Repub-
lic of the Gambia goes back to the days of the medieval
empires of Ghana and Mali. When the Ghana empire
ruled the Sahel, Muslim traders and their African coun-
terparts had some contact with peoples who are now the
inhabitants of the Gambia. Composed largely of ethnic
groups belonging to the Mande-Wolfulbe cultures, the
present-day Gambia is home to descendants of Mande-
speaking groups who emigrated from Mali at the height
of its power in the fourteenth century. They came di-
rectly into northern Gambia or indirectly by way of
Kaabu in southern Senegal and northwestern Guinea
Bissau. Their northern Mande-speaking cousins, the
Serahuli and the Jahanke, who ruled ancient Ghana one
thousand years ago, entered the Gambia during the Ma-
lian era. Wolof elements of the population came from
the northern bank of the Gambia River, where they and
their Serere cousins had settled in the kingdoms of Sa-
loun and Sin. The Fulbe portion of the Gambia’s popu-
lation came from either the Fula Toro region of
modern-day Senegal or from the Futa Jalon area of
modern Guinea, where their ancestors had emigrated in
the early eighteenth century.

Islam did not become a major force in the Senegambia
until the nineteenth century, when a number of Muslim
scholars decided to embark on a preaching jikad. These
men of faith tried to set up Islamic states in the heart
of the Senegambian region. Feeling threatened by the
dominant non-Islamic cultures and determined to main-
tain their Islamic identity, these Muslim leaders began
to strengthen and create more of the Muslim towns and
villages known as Morokundas to Western travelers.
These settlements were founded by itinerant Muslim
scholars and their students and by Muslim merchants.

During the nineteenth century Muslims found them-
selves facing two forces whose interests clashed with
their own. They had to contend with the non-Islamic
status quo, and they also had to face the challenges
posed by the rising power of European trading groups

41

along the African coast. By the end of the century Gam-
bian Muslims found themselves under the growing
power of the British Empire. Their leaders were either
defeated in battle or coopted into the new order. As a
result, Islam at the beginning of the twentieth century
was not a state religion but the religion of individual
believers who had affiliations with Saft orders such as
the Qadiriyah, Tijaniyah, or Muridiyah.

Islam grew from a minority religion in the nineteenth
century into a modern majority religion largely because
of the favorable socioeconomic conditions created by co-
lonial rule. This increase in the number of believers was
the unintended result of particular policies and activities
by the colonial rulers. By building roads to previously
inaccessible areas of the country and opening the hinter-
land of the Gambia River, the British enabled Muslim
leaders and traders to link up with one another and to
expand their horizons. By the time the decolonization
process came to an end, Muslims constituted more than
9o percent of the population. Mosques were built
throughout the country, along with hundreds of
Qur’anic schools. The British acknowledged the cen-
trality of Islam in Gambian life by making room for
some elements of the shariah in the legal system of colo-
nial Gambia. Qadis were appointed in the Muslim
courts, and a Muhammadan School was built in Banjul
for Muslim children who wanted to combine their Is-
lamic education with Western subjects.

Islam in postcolonial Gambia is not radically different
from what it was during the colonial period; however,
four important developments within the larger Muslim
community are now noteworthy. First, the Islamic com-
munity has become more diverse and tolerant. This is
evidenced by the acceptance of the Ahmadiyah move-
ment, an organization that is often opposed or sup-
pressed in the Muslim countries of the Middle East and
South Asia. A second development is the emergence of
a new group of young Muslim intellectuals who are dis-
enchanted with traditional Stfi ideas about Islam. Gen-
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famous Muslim Prime Minister, His relations with President Sekou Toure
of Guinea are also good. The Mayor of Freetown is Alderman A F. Rahman.

Immediately before the independence at the end of April 1961, there
were strikes and incidents of sabotage alleged to have been organised by
Siaka Stevens, the leader of the Sierra Leone opposition party, * the All
People’s Congress ™ (A.P.C.), and the party members, who were arrested.
Communist China recognised Sierra Leone immediately after her indepen-
dence. Sierra Leone is a poor and an utterly under-developed country.

On 27 September 1961, Sierra Leone was admitted to the United
Nations as its hundredth member. Sierra Leone is in fuvour of a merger
with neighbouring Liberia and Guinea.
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Gambia

AMBIA is the only British dependency in West Africa. It consists of a
stretch of land on both sides of the lower Gambia. The colony has a
protectorate dependent upon it. The protectorate consists of a strip of

land extending about six miles on each side of the river to about 2006 miles
in a direct line (250 miles by the river) from the sea.

The country derives its character and value from the river Gambia,
which is navigable throughout and beyond the limits of the Protectorate.
Gambia is a large river of West Africa, and the only river of Africa navi-
gable by ocean-going boats at all scasons for over 200 miles from its mouth.
it rises within 150 miles of the sea on the north-eastern escarpment of the
Futa Jallon highlands. Although the distance from the source to the mouth
of the river is little more than 300 miles in a direct line, the length of the
stream, owing to its serpcntine course, is about 1,000 miles, The Gambia
was one of the rivers passed by Hanno the Carthaginian in his voyage along
the west coast of Africa. 1t was known to Ptolemy and the Arab geogra-
phers, and was, at one time, supposed to be a mouth of the Nile, and later
a branch of the Niger. 1t was possibly visited by Genoese navigators in 1291
C.E. and was certainly discovered by the Portuguese (¢. 1446), butl was first
explored for any distance from its mouth (1455) by the venetian Alvise
Cadamosto. Afterwards, the Gambia became a starting-place for explorers
of the interior, among them Mungo Park, who begun his both journeys
(1795 and 1805) from this river. The sources of the Gambia were reached in
1818 by a Frenchman, Gaspard Mollien, who had travelled by way of the
Senegal and Bondu.

Away from the swamps by the river banks, the country is largely ™ bush’'.
The region above McCarthy’s island 1s hilly. The climatf: during the dry
season (December-May) is fairly healthy. A very dry east wind known as the
« Harmattan > blows intermittently from December to March.

The inhabitants, who are both thrifty and industrious, arc almost en-
tirely of Negro or negroid race, the chief tribes repxesent(?d being the Mand-
ingo, the Serahuli, the Wollof and the Jola. Numbers of the Fulas are also
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lbrother of Sega Gaye, who defeated Ahmadi Pate and reasserted Bon-

du’s independence from the Futa’s a/mamy. Issata fortified his country
and entered into an alliance with the king of Kaarta. Some years later,
in 1806-7, the old Almamy ‘Abd al-Qadir, after he had been deserted
by his own people, was defeated, as we have seen (p. 214), by the armies
of Bondu and Kaarta and was killed in cold blood by Almamy Issata
of Bondu. What had begun as a religious war between Futa and Bondu
was soon to develop into a four-cornered struggle over the control of
the upper navigable section of the Senegal river.

In the nineteenth century the jihad movements engulfed the whole
breadth of the Sudan. That this process had begun in the Futas a
century earlier may be explained by three main factors: first, a higher
concentration of Fulani, both sedentaty and pastoralists, who also
played leading roles in the later jihad movements; second, the direct
contact with the Zawiya of the south-western Sahara, who carried the
heritage of Islamic militancy of the Almoravids, and whose impact on
the Torodbe we have attempted to demonstrate; third, the exposure
of the Futas to the growing commercial activities of the Europeans in

the Senegambia.

.. " AFRICANS AND EUROPEANS IN THE TRADE OF SENEGAMBIA
- Although trans-Saharan trade lost its monopoly with the opening up

of alternative outlets on the coast, it continued to operate successfully
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Two English travel-
lers, at both ends of the period under survey, bear witness to this. In
1620-1 Richard Jobson heatd of Moors coming to exchange Saharan
salt for gold in a town which was only six days’ journey from Barra-
kunda, the farthest point for European navigation on the Gambia.
In 1797 Mungo Park observed in the markets of the upper Niger that
‘by far the greater proportion [of the gold of Bure was] annually
carried by the Moors in exchange for salt and other merchandise’.!
This is a significant remark, for it indicates the predominance of gold
in the northbound trade to Morocco, and of slaves in the westbound
trade to the European factories, which failed to divert the bulk of the
gold of Bambuk and Bure from its old established route to the north.

Yet the south-north trade with the Sahara and the east-west trade with
the coast were linked by the overlapping and the interconnection
between the different sectors of the Sudanic commercial networks.

1 Park, Travels (1799), 305.
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elected their ownheadmen, and formed benefit socicties, which also served
as a means of scttling disputes among the members and preserving law
and order. 'The majority of the recaptives were Yoruba, captured during
the civil wars that devastated Yorubaland duting the 1820s. They intro-
duced their own egumgun society, and even established their own hiet-
atchy of government, with a ‘king” to whom all Yoruba in the colony
gave allegiance. The government normally refused to give any recogni-
tion to any of these recaptive institutions. Nevertheless it was they
tather than the government that kept order in the villages, and enabled
the recaptives to evolve as a law-abiding, peaceable, self-respecting
community. ‘

THE G

British traders had long been established in the Gambia River.! From
1661 the Royal African Company occupied a post on James Island,
until it was destroyed by the French in 1779. Duting the Napoleonic
Wars all the French West African possessions passed into British hands:
at the peace it was agreed that Gorée and Senegal be restored to the
French. But to allow British traders to tetain a foothold on that patt of
the coast, and in particular to let them participate in the export trade in
gum (then used for glazing textiles), a new British settlement was
established in 1816 on Banjul Island, re-named St Maty’s Island, in the
Gambia.

In the usual way a treaty was made with the king of Kombo, who was
promised an annual payment of the customaty kind. Like Naimbana in
Sietra Leone, he put his mark to a document he could not read, and
thereby renounced all further claims to the island. In his own eyes he
remained the owner: in British eyes he had transferted sovetcignty.

The Gambia settlement was also intended for usec in the naval cam-
paign against the slave trade. Recaptives wete sent thete as settlers, and
a small town, named Bathurst after the sectetaty of state for the
colonies, was laid out on the island on the Frectown gtidiron plan.
Disbanded soldiers were also settled there. Thus the Gambia colony,
like the Sierra Leone colony, had as its permanent population a nucleus
of non-indigenous Africans, in addition to the transient population of
Buropean traders, officials and missionaries, and indigenous (chiefly
Wolof) traders and labourers who moved in from the surrounding
countryside,

As in Sierra Leone, enterptising Afro-Americans came back across

' Sce J. M. Gray, A history of the Gambia (Cambridge, 1940).
184 —
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CHAPTER 4

WESTERN AFRICA, 18701886

One may have doubts about the appositeness of treating the fifteen
ot sixteen years between 1870 and 1886 as 2 phase in the evolution
of West Africa. These dates are significant only in the context of
the beginning of the colonial era, by which go per cent of the area
was still untouched at the end of our period. It could be said that
the decline in Saharan trade, the growth in imports of European
products and increased production of export crops, foretold the
imminent end of free Africa, by making certain areas dependent
on the world market. But, as Lord Salisbury pointed out, before
1880 no one in Burope was aware of this, let alone anyone in the
savannas of the Sudan. It is only with hindsight that we see these
things as premonitory signs.

The same applies to the date of 1870, even in the perspectives
of colonisation. It is clear to us today that the upsetting of the
balance of power in Europe as a result of the Franco-Prussian war
acted as a catalyst of economic and social evolution, impelling
Europe to occupy Aftica, by taking advantage of its technological
superiority. But nobody foresaw this at the time, and in fact 1870
opened a period of colonial retrenchment. It was only after 1875,
with the Belgian and French activities on the lower Congo,
followed by those of the French on the upper Niger, that the
imperialist advance began; and the reluctance of Great Britain in
this respect is well known. On the other hand 1885/86 is a much
clearer dividing line, coming after the Berlin Conference, which
had tried to limit the damage caused by an attack of imperialist
fever that nobody had predicted. They did not yet realise that the
whole of Africa was about to be engulfed in colonialism, but 2
sort of truce had been initiated — Hargreaves’ ‘loaded pause’,
which would be followed after 1890 by the final stage of the
scramble for Africa.

The object of this chapter is not however to study the dynamics
of the partition of Africa, but rather those of African societies still
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in control of their own fate, at least in appearance. And here it
must be admitted that it is difficult to deal with so vast an area
for such a short period. Indigenous African history, which still
dominated most of the arena, moved at a slower rhythm than the
history of the colonial advance. It is only in Senegambia, on the
upper Niger, and among the Asante and the Yoruba, that major
developments can be seen as the direct or indirect result of
growing Buropean pressure. Elsewhere, the balance brought
about by the revolutions of the preceding period was either stable
or else changing only slowly.

In an area stretching from the Atlantic to the central Sudan and
from the Gulf of Guinea to the fringes of the Sahara, it is hard
to find a single general direction before the colonial partition,
which occurred ten or fifteen years later. In this vast area, with
its huge diversity of environment and cultural traditions, 2
thematic study is precluded, so each section of the area will be
dealt with in turn. Since the fundamental unity of the effects of
Euaropean economic and political action is to be treated in other
chapters, we can here only study its unequal effects, sector by
sector, on societies which were then subject to a range of different
historical processes. Some coastal areas apart, these sectors must
be determined in line with the organic realities of traditional
Africa; they must not be shaped to fit the arbitrary frontiers that
colonialism was about the draw across the continent. We shall
therefore look first at the zone of acculturation, stretching around
the coast from Senegambia to the Bay of Biafra; next at the
immediate hinterland which, from the upper Niger to the Volta,
was open to influences from both the coast and the Sudan; and
finally at the great belt of the Sudan itself, from the Senegal to
Wadai, where events still seemed to move at the traditional pace.
Within this framework we shall endeavour to keep within the
chronological limits set for the chapter; sometimes, however, if
justice is to be done to the natural flow of events, there will have
to be excursions beyond these limits.

FROM THE SgQEGAMBIA TO THE RIVERS OF GUINEA

Senegambia occupies 2 unique position in Africa, for it is the only
region in which the ancient acculturation zone of the Sahara cuts
across the much more recent one of the sea coast, subjected to

209

Volume 6 %ﬂbg ¥



SENEGAL
The GAMBIA

SUINEA BISSAU
ZIERRA LEONE

LiBERIA
TCGO
3ENIN

SCUATCORIAL GUINEA

SAITREA
SulBCUTI
AWANDA
BURUND!
MALAWE
SWAZILAND
LESOTHO

ALGERIA

10

n
DEMOCRATIC
REP. OF
CONGO

ZAMBIA

TN NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

SOUTH
AFRICA

MILES

Political Map of Africa

David C. Spcr[inj

302

Morton, R. E 1976. “Slaves, Fugitives, and Freedmen on the Kenya Coast, 1873-156“
Ph.D. diss., Syracuse University.

el-Murtjebi, Hamed M. 1974. Maisha ya Hamed bin Muhammed El Muryjebi, Yaani Tipp:
Kwa Maneno Yake Mwenyewe. Nairobi: East African Literature Bureau.

New, C. 1873. Life, Wanderings, and Labours in Eastern Afvica. London.

Nicholls, C. S. 1971. The Swahili Coast: Politics, Diplomacy and Trade on the East Afy;
Litroral, 1798-1856. London: Allen and Unwin. :

Nicq, A. 1884. Le Pére Simeon Lourdel de la Société des Péres Blancs et les premiéres années
mission de Ouganda. Maison Cance: Imprimerie des Missionaires d’Afrique.

Nimtz, A. H. 1980. Llam and Politics in East Africa: the Suff Order in Tanzania. Minnes,
lis: University of Minnesota Press.

Nolan, E P. 1977. “Christianity in Unyamwezi (1878-1928).” Ph.D. diss., Cambridge Uﬂ;
versity. ‘

Oded, A. 1974. Blam in Uganda: Liamization through a Centralized State in Pre-colon
Africa. New York: Wiley.

DPeres Blanes, Les. 188.4. A Lassaut des pays négres: Journal des missionaives d ‘Alger dans | i/lthue
équatoriale. Lille. <

. 1885. Prés des Grands Lacs. Paris.

Pouwels, R. L. 1987. Horn and Crescent: Cultural Change and Traditional Islam on the East
African Coast (800—1900). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Rigby, P J. A. 1966. “Sociological Factors in the Conract of the Gogo of Central Tanzania

with Istam.” In Lilum in Tropical Africa, ed. 1. M. Lewis, 268—90. Oxford: Oxford Uni
versity Press.

Sheriff, Abdul. 1987. Slves, Spices, and Ivory in Zanzibar. London: James Currey.

Sperling, D. C. 1988. “The Growth of Islam among the Mijikenda of the Kenya Coast
(1826-1933).” Ph.D. diss., University of London.

Stanley, H. M. 1890. /i Darkest Africa. 2 vols, London: Low.
Swantz, Lloyd. 1956. “The Zaramo of Tanzanyika.” M.A. thesis, Syracuse University.

Thompson, G. 1983. “The Merchants and Merchandise of Religious Change: The New O
thodoxies of Religious Belief amongst the Shambaa People of Mlalo, North East Tan

zania.” Ph.D. diss., Cambridge University. IR

von der Decken, C. Claus. 1869~79. Baron Carl von der Deckens Reisen in Ost-Afrika in den
Jabren 1859 bis 1865. Leipzig & Heidelberg: C. E Winter.

Weber, Max. 19667 The Ciry. Trans. and ed. Don Martindale and Gerrrud Neuwirth. N
York: Free Press.

Ylvisaker, M. 1979. Lamu in the Ninetcenth Century: Land, Trade, and Politics. Boston,
African Studies Center, Boston University. : W

Young, R., and H. Fosbraoke. 1960. Smoke in the Hills: Land and Politics among the Lugu\r
of Tanganyika. London: Roudedge 8 Kegan Paul. o

The History of Islam
in Africa

edited by Nebemia Levtzion & Rundall L. Powwels

ive Divancet Vakft
turmalari Merkezi
Litiphanesi

Dem. No:| (% \v\/‘i LJ)

7~

.

¢

Ohio University Press
Athens

James Currey
Oxford

David Philip
Cape Town

CHAPTER 14

€ast Central Africa

Edward A. AL_;verj

istorically, €ast Central Africa stands at the margin of the Islamic world.

Alchough Arab traders probably introduced Islam to the coast of modern

Mozambique no later than the thirteenth century and a small community
of Muslims existed in the Zambezi valley during the fifteenth and sixceench cen-
turies, Islam did not begin to take root in the interior of East Central Africa until
the nineteenth century. In the last hundred years, however, Islam has steadily in-
creased the number of its adherents in the region, (precise numbers are not available
and estimates vary widely, depending on the source). Moreover, while Muslim-s re-
main a minority, they are a distinct grouping that is increasingly becoming a force
to be reckoned with on the national level in Malawi and Mezambique. How and
why this has come about is the focus of this chapter.

Specifically, the chapter explores the history of Islamic expansion and the devel-
opment of Islamic communities in East Central Africa from the end of the fifteenth
century to the present. At the same time, however, it analyzes the way in which the
arritudes and policies of both the colonial regimes and independent governmencs of
Malawi and Mozambique, as well as the wider Islamic world, have affected and con-
tinue to affect these Muslim communities; it also connects this history to the wider
experience of Islam in eastern and southern Africa. The scope of the chaprer includes
northern Mozambique and Malawi, with brief reference to Zambia and Zimbabwe,
whose much smaller Muslim communities are closely bound up with those of, in
particular, Malawi.

€arly History

The carly history of Islam in East Central Africa is intimately linked ro the ex-
tension of Muslim trading communities along the coast and offshore islands of the
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Muslim states a means of legitimating his authority. Samory, according to his
biographer, not only believed that Islam was intellectually and morally
superior to indigenous religions but probably also felt that no one particular
indigenous religion or combination of these religious was able to provide a
foundation for his authority as ruler of a vast territory.!” Islam, on the other
hand, was not the religion of any particular group of people, and by attempt-
ing to present himself as a Muslim ruler and by basing his claim to authority
on Islam Samory possibly believed that people would come to regard him as
belonging to and favouring no particular indigenous religious or political
system, but rather as a ruler with a “national” or international outlook and
policy.

Ironically Kong, one of the most famous and prestigious Dyula centres of
Islamic learning, was destroyed by Samory, himself a Dyula, in1897. In1889
the ruler of Kong, Karamoko Ule Wattara, had placed the kingdom of Kong,
which covered an area stretching from Bobo-Dioulasso in the north in
present-day Upper Volta almost as far as the forest zone in the south, under
French protection. After moving east in the direction of Kong in 1894 Samory
forced the French troops sent to relieve the area to withdraw. Thenin 1897, in
order to deprive the French of the use of Kong as a base and because the
inhabitants of Kong were allies of the French and refused to fight in his army,
Samory ordered its destruction. Many of the Muslim scholars and ordinary
people in Kong were put to death because, it is said, Samory accused them of
knowing nothing about war. Some of the Dyula managed to escape and went
on to establish Muslim settlements such as Dar-as-Salaam in and around
Bobo-Dioulasso, while others migrated to the region of Odienne.

Samory was, then, above all else, a military man and an administrator. He
became more committed to Islam at a personal level as time went on, and this
may have had something to do with his decision to govern his state according
to Islamic principles. It seems, however, that the desire to give his authority
greater legitimacy and to give hiskingdom greater unity and cohesion by mak-
ing Islam the official state religion were the stronger, more compelling rea-
sons for this decision. The venture had to be almost entirely abandoned as we
have seen. However, the system of Islamic education which he developed led
to the emergence of numerous, small Muslim communities among the Mande-
speaking peoples to the south and east of Futa Jallon and the Tokolor empire.

Finally, Samory gave a rather more indirect impetus to the spread of Islam.
His campaigns against the French and against opponents in the upper Niger
and Volta Basin, and his destruction of Kong, caused considerable upheaval
and dislocation, forcing people, among them Muslims, to migrate. In some
instances, as we have seen, these Muslim migrants settling in the region of
Odienne in the Ivory Coast and elsewhere established Islamic centres where
they had not previously existed and in this way became agents for the dissem-
ination of Islam.

Islamic reform movements in the Senegambia.
The jihad of Ma Ba Diakhou Ba, 1861 —1867.

“The tradition of militant Islam was relatively old in the Senegambia by the
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19th century (see Chapter 4). Here | begin with the militant Islamic retorm
movement of Ma Ba Diakhou Ba, having decided to consider al-Hajj ‘Umar’s
jihad as part of the militant Islamic reform movements of the upper and
middle Niger region, although as I indicated it was born in and had an impact
on the Senegambia.

Ma Ba Diakhou Ba (1809 —1867) was, like his father and grandfather who
came from Futa Toro in northern Senegal, a Muslim teacher by profession.
His grandfather Ibrahima Mapate Ba established a Muslim school in Jolof,
and his father N'Diogu Ba not only established a Muslim school but also a
Muslim village called in Wolof, Kir Ma Ba, or Hambacunda in Mande. Ma Ba
Diakhou, born in 1809 in Kir Ma Ba, studied the Qur'anin his father’s school
and after his secondary education in Cayor began teaching in the state of
Baddibu, also known as Rip, situated between the rivers Saloum to the north
and the Gambia to the south and governed at the time by the Mandinka.!

Sometime before launching his military jihad in 1861 Ma Ba Diakhou met
al-Hajj ‘Umar Tall and was initiated by him into the Tijaniyya brotherhood.
He also received encouragement from ‘Umar when he announced his inten-
tion of waging a holy war in Badibu (Rip). The immediate cause of Ma Ba’s
holy war was the tension that existed between the various interest groups in
and around Badibu. Pastoralists wanted more grazing rights, and the
farmers, though they welcomed the manure supplied by the pastoralists,
resented the fact that the latters’ cattle were allowed to trample over their
farms in search of pasture. Furthermore, merchants and rulers were in
conflict. One of the causes of this conflict was that the rulers, having lost a
considerable source of revenue with the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave
trade, imposed heavier taxes on the merchants who had begun to benetfit
from the growing trade in groundnuts.

Another important factor contributing to tension and contlict in the region
was the presence of British traders on the Gambia who, after some of them
had been molested by the people of Baddibu, attacked the area. Ma Ba
Diakhou, to the annoyance of the ruler of Baddibu, negotiated peace terms
between the British and Baddibu. Then, after the ruler of Baddibu attempted
to assassinate him, Ma Ba, with the assistance of the pastoralists and mer-
chants, launched his jihad against Baddibu in 1861.

After conquering Baddibu Ma Ba succeeded in imposing his authority over
the Serer state of Saloum in 1864. He also entered into an alliance with both
the French governor of Senegal, General Faidherbe, who recognised him as
Almamy of Baddibu and Saloum, and with the Damel(ruler) of Cayor, Lat
Dior, who was an opponent of French imperialism. However, Ma Ba’s
alliance with Lat Dior and his desire to create throughout the Senegambia a
Mouslim state eventually brought him into contlict with the French and contri-
buted to his downfall in 1867. The French had driven Lat Dior from Cayor in
1864 because they alleged that Dior had broken an agreement made in 1859
which allowed the French to build a telegraph line through his territory link-
ing St Louis with Dakar. Lat Dior took retuge with Ma Ba at the latter’s
capital of Nioro and became a Muslim. The French insisted that Ma Ba expel
Lat Dior, but Ma Ba refused on the grounds that Lat Dior was a Muslim.

Although Ma Ba had made a treaty with the French which recognised the
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to the Cayor, Walo, and Jolef regions, but security under French rule
completely changed the situation and they burst out of their confines.
Stimulated by the impulse of the Murid movement they have colonized
and exploited arid lands in Ferlo, forcing the Fulbeswho had reduced
it to desert to withdraw. They colonized the no-man’s-land lying
between the various Serer groups, and have become numerous in Sin,
Salum, and even Gambia.t Small groups of peoples have been absorbed.
Many became active traders, founding colonies in all the towns of
Senegal. The Islam of the ordinary people, based as it is on Muridism,
is unique in Negro West Africa, whilst the évo/ués exhibit another type
of secularized Islam and are very scornful of the saint worship of the
murids. Wolof traders in Nyoro in the Sahil supported Muhammad b.
Ahmad and his disciple, Hamihu ’llah, against the persecution of the
‘Umarian Tjani shaikhs.

The spread of Islam in western Guinea, French Soudan, and the
central Mande regions, although not so spectacular, has been none the
less steady. Islam had already been accepted by many Mandinka, and
even though large numbers were pagans in practice it was inevitable
that under the new conditions most of them would be ready to claim
it as their religion. Even the Bambara in French Soudan have been
influenced and at least 20 per cent. would claim to be Muslim.?

Although Mande traders were active everywhere throughout
western Guinea the primary impulse had come from the Fulbe of Futa

* Wolof in the Gambia numbered 36,200 in 1950. The Gambia must be linked with the
Senegal so far as the spread of Islam is concerned. It is an obvious political anomaly, cut off
from its natural hinterland where the main bodies of its people live. The official figures of
religious profession are as follows:

Protectorate Animists Muslims Christians Total
1947 46,507 178,000 451 225,358
1948 48,0453 180,695 544 229,284
1949 49,216 197,150 500 246,886
1950 19,382 230,649 1,530 251,561
Bathurst
1946 291 15,866 4,995 21,182
2
Soudan .

Frangass Ansemists % Muslims % Christians % Total
1921 1,413,589 | 57 1,061,000 | 43 . 2,474,589
1940 1,580,000 | 53 1,370,700 | 465 11,700 o5 | 2,962,400
1949 1,438,700 | 44-5 | 1,782,750 | 535 16,230 o5 | 3,237,680
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Jalon which led to the conversion of the whole of the Susu! and smaller
peoples during the nineteenth century, but since then the progress of
Islam has been steady and has reached the coast. In Sierra Leone it has
gained half-the Temne and Mende, the two largest tribes. All over
this vast area (Portuguese Guinea,? independent Guinea,’ and Sierra
Leone)* we find today an extraordinary picture of religious change.
Hundreds of villages are a mixture of pagans, Muslims, and Christians.
The break-up of traditional religions is apparent everywhere, as is the
fact that the abandonment of their African religious heritage is only
partial and that the springs of conduct of those who have joined one or
other of the two available world religions is still that of the old animis-
tic heritage.

Nigeria under British occupation witnessed one of the greatest
advances.s In the north the traditional confessional neutrality of the
British had given way to partiality. Islam appealed to the administra-
tors who were fascinated by the Fulbe state system, and wherever
Muslims were found in authority, even over a pagan majority, they
recognized Islam as the religion of the state. Through the policy of
indirect rule vast numbers of pagans were left under Muslim rulers
and insulated against influences such as Christian missions which,
though they would not have converted Muslims, would have intro-

! The Susu number 320,000 in Guinea and 50,000 in Sierra Leone. The branch known as
the Yalunka (Jalonké) was the centre of Susu resistance to the Futa Jalon theocracy and
today the real penetration of Islam among them is relatively moderate. From the Susu Islam
is rapidly gaining the Mani on the coast of southern Guinea and Sierra Leone.

2 In Portuguese Guinea (pop. §10,777 in 1950) the Muslims are mainly Fulbe (known as
Fula, 108,000), Mandinka (64,000), Susu, and the majority of the Biafada (12,000). The
Manjaco, Balante {except for the Mané who are Muslim), island Bijago, and smaller peoples
remain pagan.

3

Gutnea I91I 1952
Muslims . 899,400 51% 1,381,000 65%
Total population . 1,763,000 2,131,000

4 In Sierra Leone the 1931 census gave 193,650 Muslims out of a total of 1,667,790, or
11-6 per cent., but the proportion of those who would claim Islam as their religion today
would seem to be nearer 25—30 per cent.

5

Northern

Nigeria Animists Mouslims Christians Total
1gzr . .| 3,278,063 6,686,362 679% 13,685 9,978,122
1952 . . | 4,616,000 11,661,000 659, 558,000 16,835,000
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The Development of Islam
in West Africa &

AN
@ lk"'ll ISLAM UNDER COLONIAL ADMINISTRATIONS
A N administration was set up in Sierra Leone, 1t attempted, successlully, to govern
b b with the cooperation of the Creoles, Indeed, 1t has been suggested that British
&J\ policy was to deliberately divide the Creoles from the Mendes, Vais, Temnes
1 Q)\P and others, in order to facilitate colontal rule. Whether this is true or not seems
L-Q\“ to me to be largely a matter of interpretation and emphasis but in my opinion 1

doubt that it was ever a deliberate and conscious policy. However, the strong
bias of the British administravion in favour of the Christian Creole minority
certainly had the eflfect of isolating the Muslims, who were largely Mendes,
Vais and Temnes, [rom power and influence. In this situation 1t is hardly
surprising that colonial education developed almost enurely in the interest of
the Christian population, of which the Creoles were the most inlluental
members. Moreover, it was largely in the hands of Christian missionary
S orgamisations. Thus the Church Missionary Society {GMS) founded a boys’
Tark e {rivepet grammar school in Freetown in ap 1845 and a girls’ secondary school in 18.44.
Yoe o Similar schools were founded by other missionary organisations. The well-
' - known Fourah Bay College was also a CMS foundation. As might be expected,
: P these institutions oflered a distinctly Christian education and produced an
——— S educated, Christian and largely Creole elite, on which the administration relied
Favil Lo 6 {1 é 5 for its. local administrative pel'sopnel, I\/ioreovei", l’hg ie.gal prafession, me‘dicin\e,

; banking and so on, were largely in the hands of Christian Creoles. Muslims, {or

13
Tel ol 1 5 éé

whom this education was closed except at an unacceptable risk to their religion,
consequently remained educationally, and thus economically, disadvantaged.

What education along western lines there was that was available for
Muslims, was offered mainly by the Ahmadiyya, established in Sierra Leone
since 1g37. Sunni I[slamic education was left to the various Muslim com-
munities to make what arrangements they could. The Muslim population now
probably forms at least 50 per centof the total, in comparison with the Christian

-

;:; element of between four and five per cent. Since World War IT there has been a
BEEE growing tendency in Sierra Leone, as in other West African coastal tervitories,
L for former Christians to go over to Istam. This is probably to be attributed to the

increasing community of interest between Islam and African nationalism, as

LOn man well as to reaction against Christianity as the White man’s religion.
g The Ahmadiyya has alwias been strong in Sierra Leone but there is also a
large Sunni element, composed largely of immigrant Muslims from Nigeria.
London and New York T'he Tyani Jamaat al-fayda a}so claims to ha\fe made considcrab%e head\\_’ay in
Sierra Leone and may be largely responsible for the movement of conversion to
' Islam mentioned above. :
Freetown is now the location of several Muslim societies, of which the
largest are the Muslim Congress, the Muslim Reformation Society and the
Ikhwan al-Muslimin Association. Since ¢. 1961 the Egyptian government has
O — : s e Laken considerable interest in the Sierra Leonean Muslim communities and has
made important contributions to the development of Arabic and Islamic
education there. However, as elsewhere in West Africa, such Arabic educauon
suffers from the disadvantage that it is of limited vocational value in a country

that is now, [or better or for worse, very largely English-speaking.

Islam in the Gambia
The Gambia is a narrow strip of territory along both sides of the Gambia river,
within the present Republic of Senegal. The history of Islam there has already



SENEGAL: BASSARI/GAMBIA

sarl. Die Jiger bilden eine Art Geheimgesellschaft, der allein die Jagd auf Léwen und Panther
vorbehalten ist. Grofle Bedeutung haben auch die Altersklassen, wobei der Ubertritt von einer
in die nichste Klasse durch genaue Vorschriften geregelt ist.

Als wichtigstes soziales Ereignis im Leben eines jungen Mannes oder eines Midchens gilt die
Beschneidung, der ein abgeschlossenes Leben der Initianden von einigen Wochen im Busch vor-
angeht. Wer das Gliick hat, das Bassari-Land vor dem Beginn der Regenzeit {(April/Mai) zu
besuchen, kann Zeuge von eindrucksvollen Zeremonien in den Dérfern werden. Zur Beschnei-
dung tragen die jungen Minner kunstvolle Masken aus riesigem, scheibenférmigem Schilf-
flechtwerk. Die Maske bedeckt das Gesicht des Tanzers und verwandelt ihn so in ein sgesichts-
losest Medium. Von der runden Scheibe stehen radial einzelne Schilfstengel ab, die von ein oder
zwei gebogenen Verbindungsstreben zusammengehalten werden, so daf} der Eindruck eines
riesigen tragbaren Spinnennetzes entstcht. Den Kopf bedeckt eine helmartige Kappe aus gefirb-
ten Pflanzenfasern. Als Zierat werden lange Vogelfedern aufgesteckt. Vor der Beschneidung er-
halten die jungen Minner als Zeichen der Mannbarkeit einen Jagdbogen, und wenn sie Minner
geworden sind, ein Gewehr — weitere Hinweise auf den Wert, den man der Jagd zumifit.

Die traditionelle Bekleidung der Bassari beschrinkt sich beim Mann auf ein Penisfutteral aus
geflochtenen Borassuspalmblittern, einem dreieckigen Stiick Antilopenleder und gefirbten
Wollfiden, bei der Frau auf einen Lendenschurz, ein mit Glasperlen besticktes Stiick Stoff, zu
dem ein mit zahlreichen bunten Glasperlen verzierter Giirtel getragen wird. Der Schmuck der
Bassari-Frauen zeigt groffe Farbenpracht und Vielfalt (Abb. 8). Besonders geschitzt sind breite
Stirnbinder mit kleinem Glasperlenbesatz, feine Perlenfiden in den Ohrmuscheln und feine
Messingarmreifen, die man zu Dutzenden an den Oberarmen trige. Den Hals zieren mit Kauri-
muscheln verzierte Lederbander und Halsketten aus Schneckenhiusern.

Fabrt durch das Bassari-Land
Das Siedlungsgebiet der Bassari [afit sich nicht genau abgrenzen, da sie in enger Nachbarschaft
mit den Fulbe und Malinke leben. Salemata etwa ist ein reines Fulbe-Dorf. Ostlich von Sale-

Tanzkopfschmuck
der Bassari
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mata (Richtung Kedougou) zweigt rechts eine Piste nach Etiolo ab, einem religiosen Zentrum der
Bassari. Hier kann man bereits kunsthandwerkliche Produkte wie z. B. Jagdbdgen, Tanzmas-
ken, Penisfutterale und andere Flechtarbeiten als Souvenirs erstehen. Von Salemata aus sind es
" noch etwa 80 km bis nach Kedougou, der Departementsstadt im duflersten Siidosten des Sene-
" gal. Die Fahrt durch das hiigelige Vorland des Futa Djalon ist auf schlechter Piste anstrengend,
. aber reizvoll, da man durch eine noch weitgehend unberiihrte afrikanische Landschaft fihre,
"Besondere Aufmerksamkeit verdienen die Marmorsteinbriiche bei Ibel, wo griin-weifler Jaspis
abgebaut wird. Kedougou (830 km von Dakar), ein Stidtchen von 7000 Einwohnern, bietet
,*keine besonderen Sehenswiirdigkeiten, stellt aber den Ausgangspunkt fiir diejenigen dar, die
- mit einem Gelindewagen noch weiter nach Osten bis zum Faleme-Fluf} (180 km) vordringen

% wollen. Die Region Kedougou bis zur Mali-Grenze ist einc Landschaft voller Urspriinglichkeit,

in die sich nur wenige Touristen wagen. Sie umfafit das Territorium des alten Goldschiirfgebiets
Bambuk, das den Reichtum des Ghana- und Mali-Reiches im Mittelalter mitbegriindete. Tat-
sichlich kann man hier heute noch Frauen schen, die in den Fliissen wie vor Jahrhunderten
Goldstaub auswaschen. '

Gambia, Enklave im Senegal

Gambia, eine nur 10000 km? grofie Enklave im Senegal und mit diesem seit Januar 1982 in einer
politischen Konfoderation verbunden, stellt eines der merkwiirdigsten Staatsgebilde Afrikas
dar. Das Land erstreckt sich 350 km auf beiden Seiten des Gambia-Flusses; an keiner Stelle dehnt
essich in Nord-Siid-Richtung tiber mehr als 50 km aus. Diese absonderlichen Stdatsgrenzen sind
das Resultat eines jahrhundertelangen Streites europiischer Michte um die besten Handels-
plitze an der Atlantikkiiste. Seit der »Entdeckung« der Gambia-Flulmiindung durch die Portu-
giesen im Jahr 1455/56 nahmen nacheinander Hollinder, Franzosen, Balten und Englinder
Besitz von dem mangrovenbewachsenen FluBmiindungsgebiet. Wihrend die Franzosen 1659 in
der Senegalmiindung auf der le St. Louis eine Faktorei griindeten (die spitere Hauptstadt
ihrer Kolonie Senegal), bemichtigten sich die Englinder 1661°der vom deutsch-baltischen Her-
zog Jakob von Kurland aufgegebenen Jakobsinsel am Unterlauf des Gambia River, aus der die
Inselfestung St. James wurde. Uber Jahrhunderte befehdeten sich die beiden Rivalen Frank-
reich und England; sie entrissen sich Stiitzpunkte und kaperten gegenseitig Schiffe. Doch beide
lebten eintriglich vom Handel mit einheimischen Fiirsten, bei dem europiische Feuerwaffen,
Glasperlen und Stoffe gegen Elfenbein, Hiute, Gummi arabicum (Baumharz) und Sklaven ein-
getauscht wurden. Als die Englinder zu Beginn des 19. Jhs. die Sklaverei in den von ithnen kon-
trollierten Territorien aufhoben, siedelten sie an der Miindung des Gambia auf einer Nehrung
namens »Banjul« (in der Mande-Sprache sBambusinsel¢) freigelassene Sklaven an. Das Hiitten-
dorf, von den Briten »Bathurst« getauft, avancierte 1888 zur Hauptstadt der Kolonie Gambia.
Bis heute bilden in der Hauptstadt Banjul die Nachfahren der freigelassenen Sklaven, die sich
Aku nennen, die fithrende Grofibiirgerschicht.
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The states and cultures
of the Upper Guinean
coast
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Introduction

C. WONDJI

From the Casamance to the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire inclusive, there
stretches an enormous area of coasts and forests, inhabited by many and
various peoples. This area is far bigger than the one historians normally
call Upper Guinea.! This chapter aims at sketching the outlinc of its
development between 1500 and 1800.

The societies

By comparison with the big ethnic masses of the Sudan, where state-type
socicties predominate, the area under consideration here is characterized
by many small socio-cultural units organized on the basis of lincages, clans
and villages.

The people of the Guinea countries are remarkable for being fragmented
into many ethnic groups. From the River Casamance to the River Tanoe,
between the northern savannah and the southern coastline and the moun-
tain ranges of Futa Jallon and the Guinea Spine and the western and south-
castern coastline, there are more than a hundred ethnic groups and sub-
groups.

This multiplicity of human groups explains the many linguistic differ-
ences that characterize the cultural landscape. Each cthnic group, speaking
a language distinct from those of its neighbours, is aware of its individuality.
There are sometimes many dialectal variants within a single language,
which oddly restricts linguistic intercomprehension within a single ethnic
group. Thus each cthnic group contains striking distinctions: for example
the Joola are differentiated into Flup (Felup), Bayotte, Blis-Kianara, Kassa
and Fooni. In the Cote d’Ivoire, We in the north (the Facobli) and the

1. The West Atlantic coastal area (Guinea) was divided into Upper Guinea, from the
Senegal to Cape Palmas, and Lower Guinea, from Cape Palmas to the Niger delta in the
Bight of Biafra. W. Rodney uses the term ‘Upper Guinea Coast’ for the coast between the
Gambia and Cape Mount. Thus the Cote d’Tvoire was not part of Upper Guinea as defined
by historians, although from a strictly anthropological point of view, the western part
belongs to this region.

The states and cultures of the Upper Guinean coast

centre (the Duckoue) have difficulty in understanding their Nidru relatives
in the south (the Toulepleu); and the Baga are divided into the Baga-
Sitemou, Baga-Fore and Baga-Kakissa.?

Despite the diversity of ethnic groups and languages due to the continual
overlapping of migratory flows, there are wider linguistic entitles. Three
big language families, themselves subdivided into groups and sub-groups,
share the arca between the Casamance and Tanoe rivers. Within the family
of Mande languages, the Southern Mande sub-group is predominant —
Northern Mande only appearing in the form of the Mande spoken in the
Gambia, Casamance, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone and Liberia. South of
the Mande languages, along the coastline from the Casamance river to
Liberia, the so-called West Atlantic languages are also divided into northern
and southern groups: they are less homogeneous than the previous family
and show internal variety reflecting the ethnic complexity described above.
Lastly, to the east and south-cast the so-called Kwa languages comprise
the Kru-Bete and Akan languages, which show the same heterogeneity as
the West Atlantic languages.’

The difficulty of producing an historical synthesis

Tracing the development of the countries of the coast of West Africa
from the Casamance river to the Cote d’Ivoire between the fifteenth and
nineteenth centuries is one of the most difficult tasks of African historians.
It deals not only with pcoples and societies, most of which have recently
become states whose national history is being reconstructed, but also with
territorics that did not all belong to the big political entities of pre-colonial
Africa and whose histories posc many difficult methodological problems
for the historian,

These difficulties relate first to the sources themselves. After the fifteenth
century, European written sources, which grew in number and accuracy
as trade intensified, provide material about the Atlantic coast of Africa.
Like the mercantile interests of the European nations, they are unevenly
distributed by periods and regions: they are plentiful for Senegambia, the
Rivers Coast and the sector from the Gold Coast to the Niger delta, but
less so for Liberia and the Cote d’Ivoire; before the fifteenth and even into
the sixteenth century they arc virtually non-existent for certain sectors.
Although they reflect the prejudices of Europeans, in line with their
nationalitics and the ideas then current, they nevertheless give a good
picture of the coastal arca, including the geographical setting and the
economic activities, systems of government and habits and customs of the
peoples visited. But the coast is better depicted than the hinterland, for

2. For the Joola see C. Roche, 1976, pp. 28-46; for the We and Baga see D. T. Niane
and C. Wondji.

3. See J. I1. Greenberg, 1980.
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Methodists and Muslims in the Gambia

MARTHA T. FREDERIKS

Centre [IMO, Utrecht University, The Netherlands

ABSTRACT The Gambia (West Africa) is a predominantly Muslim country, with a small Christian
community, Christian—Muslim encounters in the Gambia can be traced back as far as the fifteenth
century. This article explores part of this long interreligious history of the Gambia. It researches —
on the basis of archival materials — the attitudes and perceptions of the Gambian Methodist
Church towards Muslims in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The article argues that,
although the attitude of the Methodists towards Muslims changed in the middle of the twentieth
century from aggressive evangelization towards more irenic relations, Methodism in the Gambia
still perceives Christian witness to Muslims to be one of its core callings.

Introduction

When the Methodist missionary John Morgan arrived in the Gambia in 1821, only a few
years after the foundation of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society (WMMS), he
was convinced that the conversion of the people of the Gambia would only be a matter
of time. Many people showed an interest in his preaching—Morgan describes them as
leisurely reclining on their mats under a mango tree, listening to his sermons as long as
he would want them to’ (Morgan, 1864, pp. 6—7)—and quite a few requested baptism.’
However, his hope that these were indications that all Gambians would soon convert to
Christianity proved unfounded. Within the year, Morgan had to conclude that although
the adherents of the African Traditional Religions were quite open to Christianity,
Muslims were not. It made him exclaim that ‘Mohammedans seemed to be shielded
against Christianity as perfectly as the crocodiles in the river were against the spear and
the bullet’” (Morgan, 1864, p. 46). That opinion was re-iterated again and again in the
history of Christianity in the Gambia. The missionaries observed with growing anxiety
that, while Christianity made little headway, Islam seemed to win the vast majority of
the people.2 This seemed to confirm the classical Muslim retort to Christian preaching,
that ‘Jesus Christ is white man’s God and Mahomet Black man’s God’.> Also polygamy,
‘this woman question’, proved to be an obstacle for conversion to Christianity.*

Today, the Gambia is a predominantly Muslim country. Around 95% of the people
profess Islam. Only 3% of the population has become Christian, forming a total commu-
nity of about 35,000 people. Less than 10% of these, around 3,500 people, are Methodists.

Correspondence Address: Martha T. Frederiks, Center IIMO, Department of Theology, Faculty of Humanities,
Utrecht University, Postbus 80125, 3508 TC, Utrecht, the Netherlands; E-mail: m.t.frederiks @uu.ni

0959-6410 Print/1469-9311 Online /09/010061 12 € 2009 University of Birmingham
DOL 10.1080/095964 10802542136
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EDIT. N. K. SINGH, A. M. KHAN, ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE WORLD MUSLIMS:
Tribes, Castes and Communities, VOL.II, 2001 DELHI. IRCICA DN. 41903. pp.

kind. Nowadays, they are also engaged in wage
. labour and there had been rise in the number of daily-
wage labourers. '

They profess Islam and faqirs and the gazi are
their sacred specialists. The Jaga traditionally accept
water, kachcha and pucca food from all Muslim
communities. Traditionally, the Hindu communities
do not accept food and water from the Jaga. Their
attitude towards formal education is partly
favourable, but not so towards family planning. They
have a positive attitude towards other developmental
programmes.
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ANIS SARKAR

Jahanka

Community of Gambia and Senegal

The Jahanka (Jahanke, Jahaanke, Diakhanke) are
not an ethnic group. They do not speak a language
widely considered as their-own, nor do they inhabit
a particular area thought clearly to be ‘Jahanka
territory’. The Jahanka are a group of clans,
originally Soninke who over a period of several
centuries have come to recognize their unique
identity. This identity is based in part on a common
heritage, in part on close lineage relationships and
in part on the strongest Muslim clerical, educational
and magical traditions in all of West Africa.

The sedentary Jahanka occupy distinctive
‘Jahanka villages’ in Senegal and the Gambia
(Senegambia) south of an imaginary line drawn from
the mouth of the Gambia River to the Confluence of
the Senegal and Faleme rivers. A few Jahanka
villages stretch southward into Guinea towards the
edge of the Futa Jalon highlands.

This area is typical of West Africa’s drier
savannas. Brush and trees grow lush in the summer
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rainy season and then turn crisp and dry during seven
or eight months without rain. Temperatures in these
areas can range as high as 108° F, and they seldom
drop below 54° F at night.

Because they live interspersed with a much larger
Mandinka population, the Jahanka practice many
Mandinka social customs. Mandinka is almost
universally their common, everyday language.
However, because of their Soninke roots, many
Jahanka still speak and use the language of the
Soninke—Azer. Much of the language of Jahanka
still speak and use the language that some refer to
when speaking of a Jahanka language.

Their emphasis on Muslim education and their
clerical calling lead a high percentage of Jahanka
males to become literate in Arabic and in their
languages of common use, the latter written with
Arabic script. Unlike the Mandinka and many others
in Senegambia, few Jahanka attend non-Islamic
schools. Consequently, few are literate in French or
English, the official languages of Senegal and the
Gambia.

Understanding the nature of Jahanka ethnicity
requires knowledge of their history and of their long
tradition of Islamic scholarship, education and
magical activity. The Jahanka claim their place of
origin to have been Ja (Dia), in Masina on the Niger
River in modern Mali, but they uniformly look to a
period of residence in Jahaba (“Great Jaha™), on the
Bafing River east of the modern Mali-Senegal border
as the formative period of their ethnicity.

It was in Jahaba, living together, that four major
Soninke lineages came under the religious influence
of one of West Africa’s greatest clerics of all time,
al-Hajj Salim Suwari. The most persuasive evidence
suggests that this influential residence took place late
in the fifteenth or early in the sixteenth century.

Carrying with them the prestige of Suwari’s
teachings, the Jahanka (which means “the people of
Jaha”) spread from Jahaba south towards Futa Jalon
and west towards the mouth of the Gambia River. In
these regions, they established their own villages and
took on the status of being the region’s most
specialised clerical elite. Jahanka clericalism was not
like any other, however. It was based upon Suwari’s
esoteric interpretation of Muslim scriptures and upon
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The Zerma-Songhay look up to the most noble
among them: the Mayga and the princely Zerma
families, and maintain cordial but quietly dominant
relations with the lower castes of their community.
To these belong the captive domestic servants and
dependents (horso) and the various castes of
craftsmen, blacksmith, celebrants, griofs (praise
singers), therapists and magicians, whose specialist
duties and products are integral parts of Zerma-
Songhay custom and community.

The ideological canopy of the Zerma-Songhay
world could-not possibly be of one cloth. On the
surface and for all official figures, the Songhay
culture is evidently Muslim. Indeed, the clothes
people wear, the calendar and the code of law which
regulates civil life from the naming of the newborn
 to the wake for the dead are manifestly Muslim. Few
if any of the freeborn will choose to ignore the five
prayers, of the day or any of the fasts of the Muslim
year. In fact, the higher one’s station on the social
ladder, the more publicly exhibited the signs of
devotion. On Friday, howling sirens escort the parade
of limousines behind the president’s to the mosque.

Islam has introduced new elements to the
Songhay culture while leaving almost untouched the
underlying framework of custom and tradition, for
Islam has come to these regions, travelling with the
caravans of traders and merchants and settling in
marketplaces, fortified towns and administrative
centres. On the other hand, more than 95 per cent of
the Zerma-Songhay reside in the vast spaces between
such sites, drawing their sustenance—their ‘life’s
strength’—from the soil, the river or other elements
of nature in respectful relations with the forces and
spirits whjch govern these realms and in dependence
upon the elders and the specialists among them who
can transmit the secrets of these relations.

Even in the c'ity, when night falls, after the
limousines and the sirens have found their way back
to the presidential residence and are quiet, the sound
of the talking drums rises from one or another suburb,
calling forth the nightly possession dances.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Fuglestadet, F., “UNIS and BNA, The Role of Traditionalist
Parties in Niger 1948-1960", Journal of African History,
16/1, 1975, pp. 113-137.

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE WORLD MUSLIMS

R

—pllorfan o

Humwick, J.O., “Religion and State in the Songhay Empire”,
In Islam in Tropical Africa, edited by 1.M. Lewis,
London, Oxford University Press, 1966. '

—, “Songhay, Bornu, and Hausaland in the Sixteenth
Century”, History of East Africa, edited by JF.A. Ajayi
and M. Crowder, Vol. 1. New York, Columbia
University Press, 1971.

Lewis, M., “Introduction”, Islam in Tropical Africa, edited
by .M. Lewis, London, Oxford University Press, 1966.

Miner, H.M., The Primitive City of Timbuctoo, Garden City,
N.Y., Doubleday, 1965.

Murdick, G.P., Africa: Its People and their Culture History,
New York, McGraw-Hill, 1959.

Thompson, V., “Niger”, National Unity and Regionalism in
Eight African States, edited by Gwendolyn M. Carter
Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 1966.

Trimingham, J.S., The Influence of Islam upon Africa, New
York, Praeger, 1968.

—_ Islam in West Africa, London, Oxford University Press,
1959.

Van Hoey, L.F., “The Coercive Process of Urbanisation,
The Case of Niger”, The New Urbanisation, edited by
S. Greer, et al., New York, St. Martin’s Press, 1969.

—, “Small Scale Society Under Stress”, The Concept of
Community; edited by D. Minar, et al. Chicago, Aldine,
1969.

Soninke /

Community of Gambia, Ghana, Mali, Mauritania
and Senegal

0. KANE

The Soninke, often called Sarakole, form a
relatively large western African ethnic group of 2.5
million people, 47 per cent of whom are Muslims.
Most live in Mali, Upper Volta and Ivory Coast,
while smaller groups are found in Senegal, Gambia
and Mauritania. According to their oral history, they
are related to ancestors of the Caucasian race from
the Saharan-Mediterranean region, probably Berbers,
who exercised considerable authority and power in
the Sudanese Sahel, in Ghana, near Koumbi, in the
Ouagadougou until the end of the eleventh century
and, later, at Diara, near Nioro.

Since then the Soninke have formed numerous
communities during their migrations and are referred
to by their neighbours under a variety of names. They
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of Afghanistan, who comprise the bulk of the anti-
Soviet Mujahiddin insurgents based in Pakistan. Yet
their differing ethnic-political interests often lead to
armed conflict between Baluch and Pushtun freedom-
fighters when they meet on their respective cross-
border forays.

In Iran,”the Sunni Baluch hold little brief for
Khomeini-style Shia fundamentalism and were
among the first of Iran’s minority groups to protest
openly the revolution’s policies. For Western
strategists, the ongoing nightmare in Baluchistan (to
use the phrase of Selig Harrison, a canny observer
of the current Baluch political scene) is that Baluch
destre for regional independence will lead to an ever-
increasing flirtation with the Soviets, who may agree
to accede to Baluch political aspirations for a ‘cordon
sanitaire’ to the warm water ports and oil-producing
areas of the Persian Gulf. Undoubtedly the Baluch,
long obscure in world affairs, will assume increasing
importance and merit considerable attention in times
to come.
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Bambara

Community of Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast and
Mali

The Bambara are a community in Mali, Ivory
Coast Guinea and Gambia. They form part of the
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THE NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF [SLAM IN

There have been many attempts to estimate the
numbers of Mohammedans throughout the world, but few
have made a special study of Africa. This continent
r

i
large arcas of information of any kind. Travellers, who
necessarily went from town to town under the protection
of native “kings”, got an exaggerated view of the
problem, and their reports led to unreliable estimates. When
actua! attempts at counting the numbers were made,
tremendous difhculty appeared in deciding whether com-
munities or even individuals were Moslems. !

Since 1920, the colonial and national boundaries have

~been fairly well fixed. The principal alterations have
been :—

a) A small withdrawa!l of the northern frontier of
Northern Nigeria to give the French a moderately fertile
strip along which to reach Lake Chad.

b) The annexation by France of 3,000 square miles
of Northeastern Liberia in 1907.

¢) A number of awkward readjustments with reference
to the allocation of the “Miltary Territories” and the
creation of Niger Colony, which are difficult to allow for
inn estimates.

d) The division of Haut Sénégal-Niger into Soudan
Francatse and Haut-Volta after the War.

e) The abolition of Haut-Volta and 1ts mergence with
French Sudan, Niger Colony Ivory Coast and French
Guinea in 1932—a change which has scarcely been noted
in the outside world as yet.

. + See, for example the remarks of the Director of the 1921 census 1o Northern Nigera
in “Northern Tribes of Nigeria®, by C. K. Mecek. Vol L, p. 172, Oxiord, 1925, b

18
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Through a series of studies—on ‘Governing the Protectorate’, on ‘The

A HISTORY OF THE GAMBIA:

et

History of the Gambia. By Harry A. GaILEY, JR. London: Routledge and
Kegan Paul, 1964. Pp. 244, map. 3s5s.

Mr Gailey’s History of the Gambia is a useful addition to the scanty material
available on this small but significant area of West Africa. Today, when the
Gambia emerges as an independent State, a comprehensive historical study which
focuses on the political evolution of the country up to the eve of independence
is timely. No previous work exists on the constitutional or political development
of the Gambia. Sir John Gray’s history, published in 1940, and long out of print,
was a monumental work concerned with European explorers, traders and
administrators in the area from the fifteenth century to the creation of a British
protectorate in the late nineteenth century. Gailey’s primary object is to bring
Gray’s book up to date; but, relying as he does on Gray as his main source (even
when original records are available) for the early history of the Gambia, little
that is new emerges before the modern period.

The first part of the book is a straight history of four centuries of European
contacts with the Gambia, which, by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
had become a flourishing base for an entrepét trade in slaves, ivory, gum, with
Europe; a significant factor in Anglo-French rivalry.

With the abolition of the slave trade in 1807, Britain established a military base
at the mouth of the river to intercept slavers. This became the Colony area. The
vicissitudes of legitimate trade, determined largely by a disturbed hinterland
beyond British jurisdiction, and the problems of a limited revenue, were the
major issues of the nineteenth century. Faced with the dilemma of involvement
in internal wars, which took on a new dimension in the jihdd, the British Govern-
ment entered into negotiations with the French for an exchange of territory. Thus
the decline of traditional authority in the River precipitated the delimitation of
the boundary, and the creation of a British protectorate.

The story this far is European oriented; this, Gailey explains, is because “the
centrum of power . . . for four hundred years rested outside the territory’. It is
not a convincing argument for ignoring the significant role of liberated Africans,
or of mulattoes, or indeed of British merchants in the Gambia, in the develop-
ment of the colony in the nineteenth century. The Christian missionary factor
in this period is not considered; and the approach to the Islamic wars has
inevitably by-passed some of the major issues involved. His discussion of the
question of Exchange (a subject recently covered by Professor Hargreaves) is
incomplete without emphasis on African opinion.

It is in the second part of the book that Gailey moves on to firmer ground, and
makes a useful contribution to our knowledge of contemporary Gambia. As an
American in a neglected British territory, he is painstaking in his analyses of
ordinances, government reports, etc.; and examines the effects of British adminis-
tration with a fresh, uninhibited approach. For unofficial material he has made
use of interviews (though not of local newspapers); but perhaps a too brief visit
is responsible for inaccurate generalizations such as that the ‘Bathurst Wolofs
.. . have emerged in the last fifty years as the native intellectual and economic
leaders in the Gambia’,

economics of a Monoculture’—Gailey has succeeded in presenting current
problems of the Gambia with clarity and some sympathy for her people, who
have inherited a ‘serious financial and political situation’, created by a biased
boundary solution (which lost the hinterland), and a parsimonious colonial policy.
His emphasis is, indeed, on the shortcomings of the administration.

Many will want to read the all-too-short chapter on political development,
which examines the structural changes in the machinery of government from
1888 to 1960, and sketches the history of political parties in the last decade. But
there is not nearly enough discussion on the proceedings of any of the councils
and the extent to which they reflected African aspirations. In consequence,
neither the impact of the National Congress of British West Africa in the 1920s
and 1930s, nor the influence of its protagonist, Edward Small (whom Gailey calls
“the father of modern Gambian politics’) upon the Gambian political scene is
made relevant. There are unnecessary errors in this chapter, too, one being the
confusion of ‘officials’ with ‘unofficials’ in Council.

“The future . . . seems indeed gloomy’, are Gailey’s last words, but not
Gambia’s. Already an answer has been given to the apparently conflicting choice
of Independence or Association with Senegal.

The disappointment over the book arises from the fact that the author has
attempted too extensive a work, which has inevitably reduced the depth of his
study of contemporary history, which is his main concern. For all that, this is
a valuable study of the Gambia. The clear line map and collection of appendices
are particularly useful, though the compilation of reference notes at the end of the
book complicates serious study.

Bathurst FLORENCE MAHONEY

ARMS AND ARMOUR OF NORTHERN NIGERIA

Nigerian Panoply ; Arms and Aymour of the Northern Region. By A. D. H. Brvar.
Lagos: Department of Antiquities, Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1964. Pp. 68,
including 22 plates and illus. N.P.

This fascinating monograph seeks to establish the age and authenticity of six
Northern Region examples of essentially ceremonial arms and armour of
‘medieval’ (fourteenth to eighteenth century) Islamic manufacture (a seventh
example was made in western Europe). It does so by a painstaking and logically
argued analysis and comparison of their inscriptions and styles with those of
arms and armour from other parts of the Muslim world.

Of interest to the historian, Dr Bivar successfully demonstrates that such a
method, aided by his especially broad knowledge of the history of Arabic calli-
graphy, can produce reasonably detailed information about dates and places of
origin. Furthermore, some of his conclusions raise questions of historical
interest. For example, he tells us that most of the objects with which he 1s
concerned were not produced by Nigerian craftsmen, but imported to Nigeria
from elsewhere in the Muslim world (with, of course, the possibility of subse-
quent remodelling and addition within Nigeria itself). Places much more wide-
spread than this reviewer would have expected are mentioned as possible
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Nom officiel :

République de Gambie.
Capitale : Banjul.
Superficie : 11 295 km?.
Population : 1,1 million

d’habitants (1995).

Langues courantes :
anglais (officielle).
Date d’indépendance :

18 février 1965.

Nature du régime : militaire
Produit national brut :

373 millions de doliars (1994).
PNB par habitant :

360 dollars en 1994.
Croissance du PNB par

habitant (1985-1994) :

0,5 % par an.

Dette exterieure :

419,2 millions de dollars (1994).
Service de la dette :

31,8 millions de dollars (1994).
Exportations de biens

et services : 163,1 millions

de dollars (1994).
Importations de biens

et services : 225.6 millions

de dollars (1994).

Monnaie : dalasi.
Taux de change :
-1 dollar = 9,85 dalasis

(avril 1996).

PIB PAR SECTEURS

Agriculture

Industrie
5%

L4 TERRE ET LES HOMMES

Relief : vallée basse et marécageuse du
fleuve Gambie, bordée de bas plateaux.

Climat : climat tropical sec. Banjul, 23-
31°C en juin, 15-23°C en janvier,
1 295 mm de pluie par an.

Démographie : taux d’accroissement
(1995), 5,3 %. 2,1 millions d’habitants
en 2025. Densité moyenne :

98,8 habitants au km?2 (1995).

Villes principales :

Banjul 45 000 habitants (1993),
Serekunda 103 000, Kerewan 94 000,
Brikama 91 000.

Répartition de la population :
urbaine 25,5 % ; rurale 74,5 % (1995).

‘ Religions ¢ musulmans 95,4 % ;

chrétiens 3,7 % ; autres 0,9 %.

LE CLlRE POLITEQLE
Pouvoeir exécutif : Conseil de
gouvernement provisoire des forces
armées (coup d’Etat du 22 juillet 1994).
Elections présidentielle et législatives
prévues le 7 aotit 1996. suivies par un
retour au régime civil.

Chef de I’Etat en exercice : capitaine
Yayah Jammeh, 31 ans. au pouvoir

depuis le 22 juillet 1994.

Pouvoeir législatif : Chambre des
représentants de 36 membres. Mandat de
cing ans (suspendue).

Constitution : suspendue.

REVE AL BPE VEE
Espérance de vie a la naissance :

45 ans (1992).

Taux de mortalité infantile : 132 pour
1 000 naissances (1992).

Population ayant acces aux services de
santé : 90 % (1993).

Taux d’alphabétisation des adultes :
35,6 % (1992).

DBONSEES l’f(‘ﬂ\'(lf\ll(gl.l}ﬁ
Taux de croissance :
4,5 % (estimation 1994).
Taux d’inflation :
4 9 a la consommation (1994).
Produit intérieur brut :

372 millions de dollars (1993).

Production agricole : millet ; riz ;
arachide 85 000 tonnes (2¢ producteur
mondial) ; coton 4 000 t de fibres (1993).

Péche : 20 500 tonnes de poissons
en 1993 (22 kg/hab).

Forét : 946 000 m3 de coupes en 1992.
Industries : huileries.

Electricité : 68 millions de kWh, en 1991.
Tourisme : 63 131 entrées en 1991/92.
Nombre de lits : 4 500. Principaux pays

d’origine des visiteurs : Sugde, France et
Allemagne.

DBONNEES FINANCIERES

Budget (1989-1990, en millions de
dalasi) : recettes {486,17) ; dépenses
(585,6) ; solde budgétaire (-99,43).

Investissements : 18 % du PIB (1991).

Aide extérieure toiale : 71 millions de
dollars (versements nets, 1994).

Solde de lIa balance des paiements :

7 millions de dollars (1993).

Detie extérieure totale : 419,2 millions
de dollars (1994). 112,4 % du PNB.

Service de la dette : 31,8 millions
de dollars en 1994 (entierement payés).
19 % des exportations de biens et
services.

COVIMERCE EXTERIEUR v

Exportations de marchandises :
35 millions de dollars en 1994.

Importations de marchandises :
209 millions de dollars en 1994.
Principaux produits importés :
produits alimentaires (75 millions
de dollars), machines et équipements
(12,8 millions), produits manufacturés

(12 millions).

Principaux produits exportés :
arachide (19,7 millions de dollars),
réexportations (255,6 millions).

Principaux fournisseurs :

Chine (14 %), Royaume-Uni (13 %),
Hong-Kong (10 %).

Principaux clients :
Belgique-Luxembourg (56 %),
Japon (23 %), Guinée (4 %).

T LRSEPPGIE s
BT COMMENIC LTEIONS
Réseau routier : 2 386 km de routes, dont
32 % bitumées (1990).
Principal port : Banjul.

Principaux aéroports :
Yumdum, 2 27 km de Banjul.

Téléphone : 14 000 postes en 1992
(15 pour 1 000 habitants).
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HISTORY OF GAM BIA

-Gambla is the sma]]est coun-
try in area in  Africa—only 4005
square  miles. :Its population is
- 500,000. -
) Gambia includes the island of
St. Mary at the - mouth of the
Gambia River and a * ter-mile strip
of ‘territory on each side of the
River. Except for 'its Atlantic

"*Coast, it is surrounded by the Re~

publlc of Senegal., ' /i

- - The Gambia River rises from
Futa Jallon highlands in Ssnegal,
- and though the distance from the
source of the river to its mouth
on a direct line is only 300 miies,
because of its serpentine course
the river is about 1000 miles long.
It is the only river . of Africa navi-
gable by ocean-going boats at all
the seasons for over 200 miles from
its mouth.

The Gambia River was known to
Ptolemy as well as the early Arab
geographers, though they were not
 clear in their minds in those days of
- the geography of the African Con-
i tinent.

others had thought that it was a
branch of the River Niger,

It was first discovered by the
Buropéans—by the Portuguese—in
1446. Afterwards, Gambia - be-
came a starting place for explorers
of the interigr, among them Mun-
go Park in 1795. The  source of

the Gambia Rivér was reached in -

1818 by a
Mollien.

.- From the beginning of the six-
teenth century, the Portuguese be-
gan trading in the lower. Gambia.
Apart from traffic in slaves, their
-main objeci - then was
“the land of gold” which was sup-
posed te be not far distant.

Frenchman, Gaspard,

- It was on the initiative of the
Portuguese living in England that
Queen Elizabeth in 1588 granted a
patent .to  certain merchants for
" ‘“4radeé in the river of Senegal and
Gambia in Guinea.” In 1618 James
I granted a charter to the “Com-
pany of Adventurers of London
Trading into Africa” for trade with
- Gambia and the former Gold
- Coast. This Company then sought
' to open up trade with Timbuktu,

Some had thought that it
iwas;-a.branch of the Nile, while

to reach

then beleived to be a great mart for

gold. Timbuktu was not reached
by them and the Company’s agent
was murdered and his ship seized

by the Portuguese, the ha1f~castes‘

and the Africans.

Dutch traders then appeared and
about 1660 a Dutch merchant claim-
ed to have reached from Gambia a
country “full of gold.” -

The “Company of Adventurers”

%'had built a fort near the mouth of
the’ Gambia River.
African Company”’, which succeeded .

The ‘“Royal
the Adventurers, sent in 1723 a
party to verify the claim -of the
discovery of the land of gold. The
party proceeded sixty miles' into
the interior but there was no land
of gold.

The French in thc seventeenth
century became rivals for trade in

the area, but the treaty of Versailles =

in 1783 assigned the trade in the
Gambia River to Britain while Se-
negal was assigned to France.
This arrangement remained in
force till 1857, when an exchange of
possessions was effected and the

lower Gambia became a pUrely Bri-

tish river.

In the period between the
signing of the Versailles Treaty and
1885, the small territories which
now form Gambia proper were
acquired by purchase or cession
from African chieftains: After the
Napoleonic wars, Senegal was res-
tored to France, and the British
traders returned from Senegal in
1816 to found a settlement om St.
Mary’s Island at the mouth of the
River, which developed into Ba-
thurst, the present capital.

When the slave trade was abo-
lished in 1807, the British settle-
ment in Gambia became dependent
upon Sierra Leope. In 1843 Gam-
bia was made a separate British
Colony. In 1866 Gambia was
made into a portion of the

entity as a Crown clony.

In 1870 negotiations were open—
ed between France and Britain
on the basis of a mutual exchange
of territories in West Africa. The
boundaries were settled by the
Anglo-French  Agreement of 10

6
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view in Cairo,

m&w”‘@“ﬁi%{ @V "
SO\IIET BACKING TO
EGYPT -

Soviet President Nikolai Pod- <
gorny on Jan. 18, in a TV inter-
called on all free-
dom-loving states to wage an obs-
tinate struggle against the United
States, Israel and Portuguese mer-
cenaries He reiterated the Soviet
Union’s irrevocable determination
to help the Arab States in their
just struggle against Israel. He
said the Soviet Unjon will continue
aid to the UAR until a just po-
litical settlement is achieved. The
Soviet Union has given, and will -
continue to give, military and poli-
tical assistance to the Arabs in -
defence of their independence, so-
vereignty and territorial - security,
he declared. ~ The Soviet people are
confident that the heroic struggle
of the Arabs will be crowned with
victory. .The Soviet Union will
help the Arabs against Israeli ag-
gression. This line is unshakable
and unchangeable and in this po-
licy the Soviet Union is guided by
the principles laid down by Le—
nin, he said. ‘

President Podgorny and his
host President Saadaat on Jan. 18
opened a new steel rolling unit
within the vast iron-steel complex
at Helwan, .the second largest
Sovtet aid project in the UAR af-
ter the Aswan High Dam.

SANAA-SADA HIGHWAY

Yemen's President Abdul Rah-
man Al-Iryani on Jan. 22 inspected
the Sanaa-Sada Highway, which is
being built by Chinese techuicians
and Yemeni workers. He thanked
the Chinese for their assistance.

“West
African Settlements”, but in 1888 it
regained and retained a seperate

August 1885. Gambia thus became 2

small area with English as official

language within a vast area under
French influence. It was granted
self-government on 4 October 1963
and became completely independent
in 18 February 1965 and was ad-
mitted into the United Nations on
21 September 1965.

The inhabitants of Gambia are
almost entirely of Negroid race,
the chief tribes represented being
Mandingo, the Serahuli, the Wolof
and Jola. They had been Muslims
for generations. In spite of consi-
derable Christian Missionary acti-
vity, the population is 84 per cent
Muslim, and hence Gambia to-day
is one of the Muslim countries in

.the African Continent.




Sami A.Hanna

(37) ibid. p.293.

(38) ibid. p.296.

(39) ibid. p.298.

(40) ibid. p.301.

(41) ibid. p.303.

(42) see Surat al-Mutaffifin 1-4; Surat al-Umran, 21, 75; Surat al-Rahman, 7-16;
Surat al-Shu‘ara’, 18.

(43) Al-Kabisi, op. cit. p.307.

(44) ibid.

(45) P.M. Holt et al ed. The Cambridge History of Islam, vol. 2B, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. p.455, 528, 529, 557, 558. As a censor he had the
power to enforce the law. He also had to see that Muslims did not neglect to hold
the Friday prayer in the mosque; persons breaking the fast of Ramadan, widows
and divorced women who did not observe the ‘idda were liable to have to make
explanations before him.

(46) ibid. p.529.

(47) ibid. p.558.

(48) ibid. p.39.

{49) As in the case of Caliph al-Mu‘tad (892 a.d.), who prohibited the sale of
philosophy books in the markets.

(50) As in the case of al-Mugqtadir (931 a.d.) who prohibited the sale of weapons when
the crisis between him and his army chief reached a craitical stage.

(51) Al-Kabisi, op. cit. p.312.

(52) ibid. p.327.

(53) ibid. p.314.

(54) Hasan Ibrahim Hasan, Tarikh Al-Isiam, vol. 2, p.270.

(55) A famous city in Khurasan.

(56) A town in Tukharistan region on the border of India.

(57) Al-Kabisi, op. cit. p.331.

(58) ibid. p.347.

(59) The Abbasid’s cultural and literary history is a vivid exampte of this.

(60) William S. Haas, Iran. New York: AUS Press, 1966, pp.104-5.

(61) ibid.

(62) ibid. p.105.
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British Colonialism and Islamic Movements
in the Gambia Historical
and Contemporary Perspectives

M.B. Sillah
Hampton University

Colonialism in Africa had tremendous effects on the attitudes
of the Africans towards the colonialists. The author tries to reflect
the attitudes of the people of the Gambia towards the British on one
hand and to examine the different trends which helped to promote
Islam in general in the country.

L INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of this study is to examine the British reaction to Islam in
the Gambia and Muslim resistance to the attempts to change their Islamic
identity. The work is divided into six main parts. The first section deals with a
brief political history of the Gambia and the second Islam in the Gambia. The
third part addresses the Lebanese Muslims and the Arab factor in the
Gambian Islamic movement; while the fourth section talks about the
Ahmadiyya movement in the Gambia. The fifth section enumerates
pilgrimage and the Gambian pilgrims; and the sixth deals with political
factors in the Islamic movements in the Gambia, followed by the conclusion.

The Gambia is situated on the West Coast of Africa and is almost
entirely surrounded by Senegal. When the European powers sliced Africa
among themselves at the Berlin Conference in 1884/85, British government
finally authorized the establishment of the Gambia as a protectorate, by
separating it from the administrative auspices of Sierra Leone'. The two
states were earlier merged in 1821 under one administrative system. The end
of World War II marked a turning point in the history of African
colonization, in that we witnessed the intensification of nationalistic
movements in Africa for self-rule. In response to this African agitation, the

«ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY-69»



]h(::;c(fmgg bi?]r:tveyed him back to Freetown, where he was temporarily re-
Ten days before the proclamation of independence the MARGAT government de-
clared the state of emergency throughout the country, and five days later (April
22) 8TEVENS and eighteen other leaders of his party were arrested and im[/)riqon];d
On ?he appointed date, April 27, 1961, the country’s independence was prolcla,im:
ed amidst the usual celebrations in the presence of the Earl of Kent re resenbin,
the Queen, as well as of Presidents Tusman of Liberia and Barewa of NI;geria-. ¢
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Tmmediately after the war’s end, in 1945, two new political parties were formed in
the Gambia: the Democratic Party and the Gambia Muslim Congress. Founders
of the former were the Rev. J. C. Fay and 15, F. Smarn, then editor of the paper
Gambia Outlook, the other party was founded hy J. M. GARBA JAHUMPA.

Before 1946 both the Legislative Council and the Exccutive Council consisted
of nominated members only. In 1946 the colonial administration introduced a new
“constitution”’, under which the Legislative Council had fourteen members: seven
colonial officials and seven unofficial members, one of whom was elected (for the
town of Bathurst) and the rest were nominated, one of them to represent the Pro-
tectorate. The Executive.Council comprised eight members: five colonial officials
and three unofficial African memhers (one of them was an clected memher and the
other two were appointed members of the Legislative Council). Of course, this con-
stitution satisfied neither the population of Bathurst nor that of the Protectorate,
and both parties demanded its revision, but in vain for many years. In 1951, at last,
the colonial administration brought some reforms: of the seven unofficial (African)
members of the Legislative Council, three were elected instead of one and were at
the same time ex-officio members of the Executive Council, and two of them even
rated as “Cabinet memhers” without portfolio.

At the 1951 elections held under the new constitution both the Rev. Fay and
Jagumpa were elected to the Legislative Council. After the elections a Bathurst
lawyer, Prerre N'J1e,! who had run for election but fajled as an independent can-
didate, founded the United Party.

Tn 1954 the British government made further concessions. 1t agreed that both
the Legislative Council and the Executive Council should have a majority of elective
members. However, this constitutional reform gave only a semblance of democratic
solution. The legislature consisted of five ex-officio members and sixteen unofficial
members, two of the latter being, however, nominated by the Governor, and of the
fourteen elected members only the four members for Bathurst were elected through
universal and direct suffrage by qualified voters over 25 years of age. Ten members
were elected through indirect suffrage, seven of them in the Protectorate constit-

1 Prurer Sarr N'Jie was born the son of Muslim parents in the Woloff tribe at Bathurst
in 1909. e was educated at the local mission, and later he taught at the same school. In 1939
he was converted to Catholicism and entered the colonial administration. At first he worked
in the Public Works Department, then became a court clerk, In 1943-1944 he served in the
British army in the artillery. He studied law in London from 1944 to 1948 and then became
8 practising lawyer in the Gambia,
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LISTE DES ETATS MEMBRES ET OBSERVATEURS
DE L'ORGANISATION DE LA CONFERENCE ISLAMIQUE

1.

Royaume Hachémite de Jordanie

National Day
25th MAY 1946

2. République de I Azerbaijan

3 Etat Islamique de 'Afghanistan

4. République de I'Albanie

5. L'Etat des Emirats Arabes Unis 2th DECEMBER 1971

8. République de Indonésie

7. République d'Ouganda 4 OCTOBER 1962

8, République lslamigue d'lran

9. République lslamique du Pakistan
10, L'Etat du Bahrein 15th AUGUST 1971
11, Brunei Darussalam
12. Burkina Faso 5th AUGUST 1960
13. Republique Populaire du Bangladesh
14. République du Bénin 15th AUGUST 1960
16. République de Turquie 29th OCTOBER 1923
16. République du Tchad 11th AUGUST 1960
17. République de Turkmenistan
18. République de Tunisie 20th MARCH 1936
19, République de Tajikistan
20. République GAbonaise 17th AUGUST 1960
21. République de la Gambie 18th FEBRUARY 1965
22. République Algérienne Damocratique et Populaire 3th JULY 1962
23, République Fédérale Islamique des Comores
24. République de Djibouti 27th JUNE 1960
25, Royaume d'Arabie Sacudite
26. République du Sénégal 4th AVRIL 1960
27. République du Soudan 18th JANUARY 1956
28. Rapublique Arabe Syrienne 28th SEPTEMBER 1941
29. République de Sierra Leone 27th APRIL 1961
30. République Démocratique de Somalie 26th JUNE 1960
31, République d'lraq 14 JULY 19568
32, Le Sultanat d'Oman 20th DECEMBER 19561
33, République de Guinée 28th SEPTEMBER 1958
34. République de Guinée-Bissau 10th SEPTEMBER 1974
35, L'Etat de Palestine 13th SEPTEMBER 1993
36. République de Kyrgyztan
37, L'Etat de Qatar 3 SEPTEMBER 1971
38, République du Cameroun 15th JANUARY 1960
39, L'Etat du Koweit 19 JUNE 1961
40. République du Liban 22ih NOVEMBER 1943
41. République Arabe Libyenne Socialiste et Populaire 16th SEPTEMBER 1969
42 République des Maldives
43. République du Mali 20th JUNE 1980
44, Malaisie
45, République Arabe d'Egypte 23th JULY 19562
46. Royaume du Maroc 2th MARCH 1956
47. République Islamique de Mauritanie 28th NOVEMBER 1960
48. République du Mozambique 25th JUNE 1975
49, République du Niger 3th AUGUST 1960
50. République Fédérale du Nigéna 15th QCTOBER 1960
51. République du Yemen
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GAMBIA

LEARNED SOCIETIES and
RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

Institute of Complementary Arabic
istamic Studies
Banjul

* QOral History and Antiquities Division
Vice President's Office

National Museum Annex

Independence Drive

Banjul

LIBRARIES and ARCHIVES

* National Library
Independence Drive, P.O.B. 552
Banjul

The Gambia National Archives
President’s Office, The Quadrangle
Banjut

Public Record Office
The Quadrangle
Banjul '

MUSEUMS

* National Museum

(Museums and Antiquities Division)
independence Drive

Banjul ~

UNIVERSITIES and EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

* The Muslim High School
P.0.B. 829
Banjul
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GAMBIA
Economic History Politics
1853 SWINDELL, K. 1855 WISEMAN, J. A.
Pre-colonial and colonial labour The social and economic bases of party
migration in West Africa: the Gambia political support in Serekunda, the
and north-west Nigeria. [BN 140. pp. Gambia. Fournal of Commonwealth and
155-~181] . Comparative Politics. Vol. XXIII. No.

1. 1985. pp. 3-29.

Health/Medjcine/Psychiatry
Social Anthropology/ Sociology
1854 PICKERING, H.

Social and environmental factors 1856 SWINDELL, K.

associated with diarrhoea and growth Seasonal agricultural circulation: the

in young children: child health in strange farmers of the Gambia. [BN 7.
urban Africa. Social Science and pp. 178-201)

Medicine. Vol. 21. No. 2. 1985. pp.
121-127.





