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The first reference to the city is in the
Arthashastra of Kawt’ilya, a text on gover-
nance containing material going back pos-
sibly as far as the fourth century B.C.E.
and completed perhaps c. 200 C.E., in
which it is described as an area in eastern
India. Badabhat’t’a, in his biography of
King Haréa (r. ¢. 606—47 C.E.), writes of
Gaur (Gauda) as a political entity ruled by
Shashanka, who was hostile to King Harsa.
The name implied the city as well as the
kingdom in which it was located. First
identified in western Bengal, the kingdom
then extended to the north and south. The
Pala Empire (from the mid-eighth century
to 1162 C.E.) was also called Gauda after
the city. Lakémanasena (d. c. 1206 C.E.),
a king of the succeeding Sena dynasty,
renamed the city Lakémanawati {home
of Lakémana); from this it became the
Lakhanawati/Lakhnawti of the Mushim
historians of Delhi. In the A%m-i Akbart
(“Akbar’s mode of governing”), written
c. 100471590, Aba 1-Fadl refers to the
city as Jannatabad (“abode of paradise”),

as it had been named by the late emperor ‘

Humaytn (r. 937-47/1530-40 and 962
3/1555-6) when he stayed in the.city in
945/1538, but the historian also refers-to
it as Lakhnawti and Gaur. '
The first Muslim/Turkish conquest
of western and northern Bengal began
when Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khaljt (d.
602/1206), a general of Sultan Mu'izz
al-Din Muhammad Ghart (d. 602/1206),
ruler of Delhi, conquered parts of Bengal
from Lakémanasena in the early seventh/
- thirteenth century and established his
capital in Lakhanawatt. This is recounted
by Minhaj-i Sirdj, author of the Tabagat-i
Nasirt, who visited in 6417/1245. Distance
and problems of control from Delhi often
led the Bengal governors to revolt against
- the sultan; so that Ziya’ al-Din Barani (d.
¢.758/1357), the great Delhi historian and
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political thinker, refers to Lakhanawati as
Bulghakptir (“city of strife”).

From 739/1338, independent sultans
ruled Bengal, mostly from Gaur. Most of
the extant ruins of Gaur date from the
ninth/fifteenth century and later; among
these are a palace, several mosques, gate-
ways, madrasas, and a shrine of the prophet
Muhammad’s footprint. These relics and
accounts by Portuguese travellers indicate
that Gaur was, until the mid-tenth/six-
teenth century, a thriving urban centre.
In 944/1537-8 the city was sacked by the
Afghan Shir Shah Sar (r. 947-52/1540—
5, founder of the short-lived Stir empire in
northern India, with its capital at Delhi),
whose successors shifted the capital to
Tanda in 973/1565-6. The city was finally
abandoned when the Ganges migrated to
a new channel, leaving the city’s original
site marshy and disease-ridden.
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1869, vol. 2 trans. H. S. Jarrett, rev. J. N.
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Henry M. Elliot and John Dowson (trans.),
The kistory of India as told by its own historians
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Ghadr Khumm

~ Ghadir Khumm (Khumm Pond) was
a pond, which no longer exists, located
at Juhfa, on the caravan route between
Mecca and Medina. In the time of the

prophet Muhamimad, the pond belonged

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three, 2014-2, 2014 Leiden. ISAM 288783.
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246 GADIATI COMAQ—GADIR KOMM 1. IN SHIITE LITERATURE

intelligentsia who started upon their literature career
before the revolution and later identified themselves
with the Soviet regime. Today his literary work is
still in high esteem.

Bibliography: Gidiati Comag, Uacniistdi
(Collected works), OrdZonikidze, 1959. Idem,
Ravzeergd wacmiste (Selected works), Cxinval,
1986. L. E. Cxovrebova, Zhizn i tvorchestvo
Gadieva Comaka i russkaya literatura (The life
and works of Comak Gadiev and Russian literature),
Cxinval, 1971. N. G. DZusoyti, “Comak Gadiev,”
in Ocherk istorii osetinskol sovetskol literatury (A
sketch of the history of Ossetic Soviet literature),
Ordzonikidze, 1967, pp. 38-51. Idem, Istoriya
osetinskol literatury (A history of Ossetic literature)
II, Thilisi, 1985, pp. 222-67.

(FRIDRIK THORDARSON)

GADIR KOMM (lit. the “pool of Komm”), the
name of a pool near a small oasis along the caravan
route between the cities of Mecca and Medina, near
an area currently known as Johfa. According to
Shi‘ites, this is the site at which the Prophet
Mohammad announced the authority of ‘Alf b. Abi
Taleb (q.v.) over the Muslim community on 18 Du’l-
hejja 10/16 March 632, as he was returning from the
Farewell Pilgrimage (Hajjat al-wada®) to Mecca.
Many Sunaite authorities likewise consider Gadir
Komm the site of a Prophetic announcement regarding
‘Al1, butdo notrecognize it as a political appointment;
in fact, some of the most extensive collections of
Gadir Komm material can be found in three Sunnite
sources, namely the Mosnad of Ahmad b. Hanbal,
Ebn “Asaker’s Ta’rik madinat Demasq (XLII, pp.
187-238), and Ebn Katir’s al-Beddya wa’l-nehdya
(V, pp. 150-63).

i. In Shi‘ite literarure.
ii. Gadir festival (Id-e Gadir).

i. IN SHIITE LITERATURE

According to the Shi‘ite version of events,
Mohammad had been instructed by God at some
earlier point (during the pilgrimage rites on the day
of “Arafat or during the me‘rdj} to reveal the waldya
of Al to his community; but he had hesitated,
fearing the community’s rejection. At Gadir Komm,
God insisted that Mohammad reveal this message,
sending down Koran 5:67: “O Messenger! Make
known that which has been revealed to you from
your Lord, for if you do not, you will not have
revealed his message. God will protect you from
mankind.” Mohammad therefore reveals the
“waldaya” of ‘Ali, first asking the crowd: “Am I not
closer (awld) to the believers than they are to
themselves?”, and then making the following
announcement: “For whomever I am their lord
(mawld), ‘Ali is their lord (mawld); O God, befriend
the friend of “Alf and be the enemy of his enemy.”

This announcement was then followed, some time
the same day, by the revelation of Koran 5:3: “This
day T have perfected for you your religion and
completed My favor unto you, and chosen for you, as
religion, Islam...” Since this Shi‘ite tradition is
directly connected to these two koranic verses, a
good deal of material about Gadir Komm can be
found in Shi‘ite commentaries on the Koran (see
EXEGESIS ii), the earliest examples of which draw
heavily on'lengthy, explanatory traditions attributed
to the fifth imam, Mohammad al-Bager. Shi‘ites also
contend that Abu Bakr, ‘Omar, and all of the
Companions of the Prophet present on this occasion
gave ‘All the bay‘a or the pledge of “hearing and
obeying” after the Prophet’s announcement.

It is interesting to note that Gadir Komm does not
appear among ‘All b. AbI Taleb’s arguments for his
own legitimacy as included in the Nahj al-baldga,
although it seems that the tradition became an
important argument for ‘Alid legitimacy some time
in the 2nd/8th century. Shi‘ites consider the earliest
piece of literature memorializing the Gadir Komm
event to be a poem reportedly composed by the
Prophet’s poet, Hassan b. Tabet, on the occasion
itself. In fact, the earliest datable references to Gadir
Komm can be found in the HaSemiyat of the 8th-
century Shi‘ite poet Komayt b. Zayd Asadi (pp. 152-
53, 156) and in the Ketab Solaym b. Qays, an early
Shi‘ite polemical text dating perhaps to the 2nd/8th
century, which deals extensively with Gadir Komm
(I1, pp. 828-29).

In the codification of the Twelver Shi‘ite doctrine
of the imamate in the 10th-11th centuries C.E., Gadir
Komm is most relevant as evidence to support the
theory of nass (i.e., the notion that every imam must
be specifically designated by his predecessor), which
is a central part of Twelver doctrine. For example,
Kolayni’s al-Kdfi, the earliest of the four canonical
works of Twelver Shi‘ite Hadith, places the tradition
in the chapters on the specific designation (tansis) of
‘All and the Imams (I, pp. 289-91); and in more
systematic doctrinal works the tradition is discussed
almost exclusively within the context of the argument
for nass (e.g., Sarif Mortaza, al-S3f 11, pp. 258-325;
Karajaki, II, pp. 84-98). The Gadir Komm tradition
receives more general attention in less systematic
Twelver Shi‘ite works, such as the Amdli collections
of Ebn Babawayh (pp. 2-3, 109, 111, 514) and Abil
Jafar Tusi (pp. 247,332,334, 343, 545-556). Twelver
Shi‘ite authorities also produced often lengthy
treatments of the meaning of the word mawld, in
which extensive arguments were given to prove that,
in the context of the Gadir Komm tradition, the title
denoted a position of political authority over the
community; the earliest examples of this can be
found in Ebn Babawayh’s Ma‘ani al-akbar (pp. 63-
72),1n Shaikh Mofid’s short treatise Ma‘nd al-mawlad,
and in Sarif Mortaza’s al-Safi fi'l-emama (11, pp.
258-325). Discussions of the meaning of Gadir
Komm by later Shi‘ite authors generally reproduce

ENCYCLOPAEDIA IRANICA, VOL. X, 2001 NEW YOR;K.
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‘AL DANS LA SIRA CHIITE

L

Les principaux auteurs sur lesquels on se fonde pour écrire la vie de
Mahomet sont en vérité trop connus pour que nous ayons a les rappeler
ici, mais tous, remarquons-le, appartiennent au sunnisme, quelles que puissent
élre au demeurant les sympathies chiites attribuées A certains d'entre eux,
en parliculier & Muhammad b. Ishaq (m. 150) dont tant d'auteurs postérieurs
sont plus ou moins tributaires (1). Mais le chiisme qui, de fort bonne heure,
s'est constitué, face au sunnisme, avec son cxégése, ‘ses traditions, sa théo-
logie, son droit, son histoire et sa littéralure, ne pouvait pas manquer
d’avoir aussi sa sira. Celle sira présente cependant un intérét évident, ne
serait-ce (ue pour mieux connaitre I'idée que le chiisme se fait de Mahomet
et de ‘Ali ainsi que de leurs rapports. Il n'est pas exclu non plus que I'on
puisse dégager des conclusions valables, au point de vue historique, d'un
examen critique de cette sira et de la confrontation de ses données avec
celles de la version sunnite. De cette sira chiite, qui mériterait une étude
approfondie que nous n'avons pas l'intention d’entreprendre dans les re-
marques qui suivent, nous avons trouvé un résumé commode dans deux
‘ouvrages fondamentaux que nos recherches sur I'histoire des doctrines poli-
tiques des theologiens musulmans nous avaient amené a analyser. Ces deux
ouvrages viennent d’auteurs également considérable$ dans 1'histoire du
chiisme et leur nature méme, celle de manuels destinés a 1'édification ou 2
la formation des fidéles, a conféré, depuis de nombreux siécles, et contintie
de conférer, aux vues qu'ils exposent une irés vaste diffusion,

LE ROLE DE

(I} Nous renvoyons, pour cette étude de Ja sfra, A la notice de G, Levi-Delle Vida dans EI, 1V,
158-402. — Aux divers asuteurs mentionnds dans cet article, on pourralt ajouter la #fra que 1'on doit
4 Ibn Kathir (m. 778) et qul Agure en téte do la Riddya (cltde icl sous le sigle B) ; blen gu’elle soit tardive
¢t dépende elle sussl en trés grande partic d’Ibn Hishhm, celte sfra n'en est pas moins fort précieuse,
ne serajt-ce qu'en raison des mombreuscs sources complémontaires anxquelles ella falt appel ;j c'est
aingi, par cxemple, gu'elle utilse une étude de Tavard et d'1bn ‘Askkir sur le Qhadfir Khumm (B, v,
208 et soiv.). — Bur *Alf dans la sfrae voir aussi la notice de L. Yeccla Vaglieri, in EI (7}, 302-807, — Bur
les sympathles d'Ibn Ishig pour e chiisme, cf. les remarques d'Ibn Tnimfye dana A&, IV, 82. — La sira
A'Ibn Highim 4 Jaguelle nous renvoyons, danz Joa notes du préscnt arlicle, esl I'édition du Calre {4 vo-
Tumies, 1385/1036 ; imprimeric Mustafli ai-Halabi) {=igle 1 Stra).



GADIR-I HUM MESELESI

Dog. Dr. Cemal SOFUOGLU

Sia’nn dogusu ile ilgilenenlerin ilk kargilagtiklari mesele Gadir-i
Hum’dur. Gadir-i Hum, Mekke ile Medine arasinda Cuhfe yakinlannda
bir yerdir'. F.R. Buhl, Cuhfe’den 2-3 mil mesafede batakhk bir yer
oldugunu, batakhgl kugatan kesif bir agachk bulundugunu kaydedl-
yort. .
Sli rivayetlere gore, Hz. Peygamber Veda Hacer déniisiinde bura-
da konaklarmgtir. Oysaki buras1 dinlenmeye elverigli bir yer degildir,
-suyw yok ve giddetli bir sicak vardir. Béyle bir havada Hz. Peygamber’in
burada konaklamasi1 miithim bir hususu teblii etmek igindir. Nitekim
Hz. Peygamber gruplar memleketlerine gitmeden 6nce hepsini fopla;mé;
ve bir hitabede bulunmustur’. Bu hitabesinde, “Allah bana, ey Peygam-
ber, sana indirileni teblif et, efer bunu yapmazsan; O’nun elgiligini
yerine, getirmemis olursun, Allah seni insanlardan korur. Dogrusu Al-
lah kafirlere yol gbstermes ™. dyertini indirdi. Cebrail bana Rabbimdan
burada su emri getirdi ki; Ali b. Ebi Talib benim kardesim, Vasim,
Halifem ve benden sonra Imamdir. Ey insanlar! Allah onu size veliy ve
Imam olarak tayin etti, ona itaat etmeyi herkese farz kildi. Ona muha-
lefet eden melun, saygi'gisteren ise merhamete erecektir. Dinleyiniz ve
itaat ediniz, Allah mevlamz, Ali ise Tmaminizdir. Imamet ondan sonra
onun soyundan kiyimete kadar devam edecektir’™ dedi.

Sif m{ielliﬂerel gore Maide suresinin mealini-verdigimiz bu ayeti,
Ali hakkinda nazil olmustur. Ebu Said cl-Hudri’den nakledilen boyle
bir rivayete rastlamaktayiz®. §ii miifessir Tabersi’ye gore; bu ayette
teblig edilmesi gereken gey, Ali’nin hilafetidir. Hz. Peygamber takiyye

1 Mu’cemu’l‘Buldan 6/268; Dairetu’l-Maarif el-Islﬁmiyye‘eg-Sia, 36.
2 Islim Ansiklopedisi, “Gadir” maddesi,

3 Dairetu’l-Maarif el-Islémiyye es-Sia, 37.

4 Maide, 67. '

5 Vabidi, Esbabu’n-Nuzdl, 115.

6 Mecmau'l-Beyan 3/223.



' GADIR-I HUM MESELESt -
Dog. Dr. Cemal SOFUOGLU

Sia’nm dogusu ile ilgilenenlerin ilk karsilastiklar1 mesele Gﬁdir-i_
Hum’dur. Gadir-i Hum, Mekke ile Medine arasinda Cuhfe yakmlarnda
bir yerdir'. F.R. Buhl, Cuhfe’den 2-3 mil mesafede batakhk bir yer =
~oldugunu, bataklis kusatan kesif bir agaghk bulundugunu kaydedi-
yor?, ‘ ‘ B S

- Sit rivayetlere gére, Hz. Peygamber Veda Hacer déniigiinde bura-
da konaklarmstir. Oysaki buras: din]en'ﬁley\e,‘ elverigli bir yer ‘degildir,
suyu yok ve giddetli bir sicak vardir. Béyle bir havada Hz. Peygamber’in
burada konaklamas: miihim bir hususu teblig etmek. igindir. Nitekim
Hz. Peygamber gruplar memleketlerine gitmeden 6nce hepsini toplami

ve bir hitabede bulunmustur?®, Bu hitabesinde, “Allah bana, ey Peygam-- |

ber, sana indirileni teblif et, eger bunu yapmazsan; ‘O’nun el¢iligini
yerine, getirmemis olursun, Allah seni insanlardan korur. Dogrusu Al-
lah kéfirlere yol gbstermez™. Ayertini indirdi. Cebrail bana Rabbundan -
burada su emri getirdi ki; Ali b. Ebi Talib benim kafde§im, Vasim,
Halifem ve benden sonra Imamdar. Ey insanlar! Allah onu size veliy ve
- Imam olarak tayin etti, ona itaat etmeyi herkese farz kilda. Ona muha-
lefet eden mel’un, saygi'gosteren ise. merhameté erscektir. Dinleyiniz ve

a

itaat ediniz, Allah mevlimz, Ali ise fmaminizdir. Imamet ondan sonra

onun soyundan hyémete kadar devam edecektir”s dedi. -

Sif m{ie]l_iﬂere, gire, Maide suresinin, meélini-verdigimiz bu .ﬁy/eti; e
Ali hakkinda nézil olmustur. Ebu Said .el-Hudri’den.nakledilex(rb(‘iy’lg
bir rivayete rastlamaktayiz®. Si miifessir Tabersi’ye gore; bu ayette

teblig edilmesi gereken sey, Ali’niri hilafetidir. Hz. Peygamber takiyye C

1 Mu’cemu’l-Buldan 6/268; Dairetu’l-Maarif el
2 Islam Ax‘:sikldpedisi, “Cadir” maddesi,
3 Dairetu’)-Maarif el-Islﬁmiyj%e eg-Sia, 37.
4 Maide, 67. - - o :
5 Vahidt, Eshabu’n-Niizal, 115,
- 6 Mecmau'l-Beyin 3/223,

-Islﬁmiyye,e;-Sfa,,Bﬁ.' o
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30 STEVEN WASSERSTROM

the Islamicate world, this group survived at least 300 years. This
evidence militates against the consensus of modern scholarship,
thst this sect was merely an emphemeral aberration. There has
indeed been little historiographic progress in this connection, from
the time, eighty years ago, that Poznanski asserted that the pre-
Karaite Jewish sects sects under Islam sprang up and died away
“like mushrooms” to the recent Encyclopedia Brilannica entry by
Gerson Cohen, in which he claims that such groups were “by and
large quickly and forcefully suppressed.” (%2) :

The “Isdwiyya were not a mere flash in the crucible within which
Islam was forged and Judaism was transmuted. They were,
rather, a comparatively long-lived Jewish reaction to
Islamicization. They may have had their roots in the heterodox
pietism of Late Antique Judaism; they may have survived until
the tenth/sixteenth century: there is no question that they existed
as a farflung, discrete Jewish sect for least three centuries, perhaps
for four or five centuries. Both their doctrine and the memory
that they once stood beside the Rabbanites and Karaites as a
substantial school within Judaism persist to the present: Abi ‘Isa
is enshrined in Karaite traditional texts as a progenitor, while the
‘Isawiyya are still thought to be a major Jewish sect in Muslim
scholarly traditions within living memory.(%) The Isawiyya
survive even today, but only as a kind of scholastic spectre, a
shadowy reminder of their ultimate failure.

Steven M. WASSERSTROM
(Portland, Oregon)

(92) Poznanski, ““Philon dans I'ancienne litterature judéo-arabe,” REJ 50 (1905)
10-31, at 22; Cohen, EB (15th ed.) vol. 10, *“History of Judaism,” pp- 316-3232.

(93) For Abi ‘Tsa as Karaite progenitor, see L. Nemoy “Elijah ben Abraham and
his Tract Against the Rabbanites,” HUCA L1 (1980) pp. 63-87,at p. 79.  For some
modern Muslim schiolurs of al-Azhar who mention the ‘Isiwiyya, see n. 88 above.
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CLAIMING THE PAST: GHADIR KHUMM
AND THE RISE
OF HAFIZI HISTORIOGRAPHY
IN LATE FATIMID EGYPT
& 3 .
Faule SANDERS.

RE—

It is a commonplace to say that students of the Fatimids face
particular problems in reconstructing the history of that
dynasty. Since almost no Egyptian Fitimid sources have survi-
ved intact, our received view of Fatimid history has most often
been mediated by either the great Mamliuk historians of the 14th
and 15th centuries or the polemics of the Fatimids’ contemporary
adversaries. This situalion has often frustrated scholarly at-
tempts to identify a “Fatimid”’ view of Fatimid history. Part of
the dilemma has been to determine just what a “Fatimid’’ view of
history looks like and how we might extract it from Mamlak
sources that contain different and sometimes conflicting versions of
events.(!) Modern historians have placed the responsibility for
these contradictions most often on Lhe shoulders of the Mamliks
who, writing about complicated and remote events from fragmen-
tary texts, misunderstood (willfully or otherwise) what was going
on. While a comprehensive study of the Mamlak historiography
of the Fatimid state remains an imperative, more modest

(1) See, for example, Claude Cahen, “Quelques chroniques anciennes relatives
aux derniers Fatimides,” BIFAQ 37 (1937-38): 1-27; A.F. Sayyid, ‘lLunliéres
nouvelles sur quelques sources de I'histoire Fatimide en Fgypte,” Annales
Is(amologiques XTI (1977): 1-41; A.F. Sayyid, “Remarques sur la composition des
Hitat de Magrizi d’aprés un manuscrit Autographe,” Hommages a lu Mémoire de
Sgrge Sauneron t. 11 (IFAQ 1979): 231-258. These studies are concerned primarily
with identifying the authors and sources upon which the Mamlik authors rely.
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The Event of Ghadir

Talib Hasan Tanjil

The caravan of the returning pilgrims reached Ghadir Khum near Juhfa.
This place was near the point where three routes branched and from here the
caravan dispersed in three directions. One route led to Egypt, the second to
Iraq and the third to Medina. At this point when the caravan had not yet
dispersed and all the people were still with the Holy Prophet (s), this divine
verse was revealed to him.

“Messenger! Deliver what has been revealed to you from your
Lord, and if you do it not, then you have not delivered His
message, and Allah will protect you from the people. Surely
Allah will not guide the unbelieving people.” (Holy Qur’an
5:67)!

Naturally, the message to be conveyed must have been very important
as Allah, the Almighty, emphasized it by saying that in the event of this not
being conveyed, it would amount to not conveying the message of Allah at
all. Thus His commandments would not be conveyed to the people.

From the context of the above verse, it is obvious that this message was
more important than all other messages that the Holy Prophet (s) had preached
so far; because in this Qur’anic verse the Almighty is assuring His Prophet
that in the event of His conveying this message the believers were safe from
harm by the enemues.

Thus, at the time when the sun was at the meridian and its scorching
rays were falling directly over the heads of the people, and a part of the
caravan had reached Juhfa, the Holy Prophet (s) commanded the caravan to
stop. He ordered those who had already gone ahead to come back and those
who were coming from behind to hurry forward.

It was an extremely hot day. Under the heat, the Dzhur (afternoon)
Azan (call to prayer) was recited and the people offered prayers in congrega-
tion. The heat was so intense that the people had covered their heads with
one end of their cloaks, the other end under their feet. After the prayers, the
Holy Prophet (s) mounted the pulpit made from the camel litters by putting
them one atop the other, and delivered his historic sermon to the largest
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CHAPTER 6

Ceremonial as Polemic

Among the ceremonies that were unique to the Fatimids, and that
were not continued in some fashion after the fall of the dynasty,
was the celebration of the Festival of Ghadir. Unlike other Fatimid
celebrations, which were indigenous to Egypt (like the festivities
at the inundation of the Nile) or were broadly Islamic (like the cel-
ebrations of Ramadan, the two festivals, and the Islamic New
Year), the Festival of Ghadir had a specifically Shi‘i origin.
Nonetheless, the festival underwent changes similar in character
to those of other Fatimid ceremonies. At the beginning of the
Fatimid period, the Festival of Ghadir, like the observance of the
‘Ashiira fast commemorating the death of Husayn, was primarily
a popular celebration. By the twelfth century, the celebration of
the Festival of Ghadir was orchestrated by the government and
modeled on the celebrations of the two festivals; in spite of its Shi‘i
origins, it became a part of the ritual lingua franca created during
the reign of al-Amir. Near the end of the Fatimid period, the Festi-
val of Ghadir was appropriated by the Hafizi Fatimid imamate
into its rhetorical arsenal for use against its detractors. This chap-
ter traces the route of the Festival of Ghadir from popular celebra-
tion, to court ritual, and finally to polemic.

THE EVENT AT GHADIR KHUMM AND
ITS IMPORTANCE IN ISMA‘ILI THOUGHT

It is reported in the traditions of the Prophet’s life (badith) that on
the eighteenth day of Dhu’l-hijja, in the year 10/632, Muhammad
stopped at the Pool of Khumm (Ghadir Khumm) on his return
from the Farewell Pilgrimage. The heat was sweltering that day,
and his followers took refuge under a grove of trees. A platform
was raised for the Prophet, who wished to make a pronouncement
before the large assembly dispersed. He called them together for
the noon prayer, and, when it was finished, he raised ‘Ali’s hand in
full view of the congregation, saying: “Do you not recognize that I

121134,
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Shi‘ite Identity in Early Islam
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State University of New York Press
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The Ghadir Khumm Tradition

Walayah and the Spiritual Distinctions of “Ali b. Abt Talib

Ef the more well-developed Shi‘ite and Sufi notions of waldyah as a
kind of spiritual distinction based upon proximity to the divine, or
else to the intermediate figure of the spiritual master or Imam, have
a basis in Qur’anic terminology, the two views of waliyah also share
a fundamental and personal connection to All b. Abi Talib. The idea
that Alf is the “wall AllZh” in its most perfect sense, and that he
represents the ideal prototype for all other awliya’}! can be found in
both traditions. While a doctrine outlining the related nature of proph-
ecy (nubuwwah) and waldyah would not be worked out systematically
until much later, the unique connection between °Alf and the concept
of waldyah seems to have been established quite early. The concept of
waldyah as an expression of “Alid legitimacy, or belief therein, is present
in the earliest periods of Shi‘ite, history, before the full theological
development of the Imami conception of the imamate with all of its
doctrinal complexity. Whereas the Imami theory of the imamate en-
tails an extensive and detailed set of beliefs about this office and who
should possess it, the concept of walayah is much simpler, if at the
same time more elusive in meaning, designating some kind of alle-
glance or attachment to “Ali and/or the ahl al-bayt without specifying
the exact limits and nature of that relationship.

The particudar usage of the term waldyah to refer to ‘Al's posi-
tion in relation to the Prophet and the believing community, as well
as to the state of a person’s allegiance to “Ali and his descendants,
may be said to derive from the famous statement attributed to the
Prophet at Ghadir Khumm, in which he reportedly designated ‘Al as
the “mawld” or “wali” of the believers. This reported event and the

33
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