Ethnic group of southeastern Ghana.

Indigenous inhabitants of Ghana's coast, the Ga are one of
the major ethnic groups of GHANA and the founders-of the
capital city of AccRra. They speak-a language of the Kwa
branch of the Niger-Congo language family-and are closely
related to the neighboring ADANGBE, who speak a similar
language. ) - ' )

Legend states that the Ga people.arrived from the east,

" in a serjes of land ard sea migrations, before the four-
teenth century; however, linguistic and archaeological evi-
dence suggests that the ancestors of the Ga occupied their
present homeland for more than athousand years. In the
Ga language, the name Ga refers both to the Ga people and
to the city of Accra.

Refore the arrival of Europeans, the Ga lived in villages
along the coast, where they fished, and inland, where they
cultivated root crops, oil palms, and plantains. Coastal Ga
traded fish with inland Ga for agricultural-products. Men
fished and raised_crops-while women dominated- trade.
Villages-were organized by Kinship ties. Each village was
divided into seven residences,-or akuisei, which were in turn
divided into smaller kinship units; called we. Each of the
seven akutsel had a chief, who wielded limited -powet.
Priests, called wulomei, exercised—authority over the Ga.

‘Wulomei maintain considerable influence today, even
though the-Ga are now largely Christian. Village elders-also
held significant influence. ,

i+ Asa patrilineal society, a Ga individual’s secial rank and

- condition usually depended upon his orher father’s. posi-

‘tion. However, girls could inherit property from their

other and married adults often continued-to live with
their parents, a pattern that still persists. Agriculrural and
shing cycles, as well as the forces of nature, held promi-
ent places in Ga worship. Boys underwent ritual circum-
eision. Funerals-were the most elaborate rite of passage.

With the arrival of the Portuguese in the fifteenth cen-

tury, the trade in gold from the AxaN homeland to-the
orth shifted toward the coast._Subsequently, Akan peo-
les sought to extend control over the Ga as a means of
ecuring direc(t access to trade opportunities. Probably in
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order-to defend themselves, the Ga-adopted centralized
kingships-modeled after those of the Akan. Like Akan
kingships, the -main -Ga towns—Acera, Osu, Labadi,
Teshi, Nungua, and Tema—each held stools, which sym-
bolized wiity and power. Okai Koi, who riled from abaut
1610 to 1660, extended his rule over all Ga territory and
fought the Akwarnu, an Akan peopie. Okai Koi committed
suicide in 1660 after suffering defeat by the Akwamu. By
1680 the Akwamu had incorporated the Ga as a vassal state.

With the construction of several foits in and around
Accra beginning in 1650, the Europeans gradually came to
domifiate the coast. Accra quickly became a major gold-
trading and-slave-trading center. Many inland Ga moved-to
the coast for economic opportunities.

As the city of Accra expanded during the colonial era
and after independence, increasing numbers of Ga settded
in the city and its environs. As a result, the Ga are today one
of the most urbanized peopies of West Africa. In the 19gos
Ga represented-roughly half the population of metropoli-
tan Accra, and Ga was the main everyday language of the-
city. Many Ga work as-laborers, traders, and government
officials. Reliable populaton estimates are difficult to
obtain. Some sources place the number of Ga at around
600,000, while others have itas high as 1.6 million.

See also GOLD TRADE; LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN
OVERVIEW.
DAVID P. JOHNSON, JR.

Gabon

Coastal country in Central Africa, bordered by Equatorial
Guinea, Cameroon, and-Republic of the Congo.
Densely forested and rich-in natural resources, Gabon has
one of Aftica’s strongest economies. -Gabon suffered less
from the siave trade than other areas along Africa’s Atlantic
coast. However, French settlers, commercial enterprises, and
colonial administrators irreversibly transformmed its economy
and society in the nineteenth century. The French created a
_two-tiered society, withra small elite loyal to French political
and -commercial interests and a poor, disenfranchised,

. majority. The leaders of independent Gabon have preserved

and maintained this division. At the head of Gabon’s elite is
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Mpondo s :
Ethnic group of South Aﬁxca, also known as the )
Amapondo and the Pondo. (& [lim 2015
The Mpondo primarily inhabit Eastern Cape Province,
SoUTH AFRICA. They speak XHOSA4, a Bantu language in
the NGUNTI group. Approximately 2 million’people con-
sider themselves Mpondo.

See also BANTU DISPERSION AND SE’ITLEMENT

Lo Yo 030003

Mpongwe
Ethnic group of northwestern Gabon.
Some historians believe that the Mpongwe migrated to the
northwest coast of present-day GABON from the interior
around 2,000 years ago, while others contend that they
migrated during the tenth century c.E. The Mpongwe’s
own legends hold that their ancestors emerged sponta-
neously from the ground.

The Mpongwe and the neighboring ORUNGU share
many ethnolinguistic similarities. Their languages both
belong to the Myéné group, whose speakers say myéne,
“] say that,” to initiate conversation. As a result of migra-
tions throughout the centuries, the Mpongwe formed
numerous clans, each headed by an oga, or chief.
According to traditon, the Ndiwa were the first of the
clans to reach the coast. The clans of the Mpongwe traded
extensively among themselves and probably with the
Loango kingdom to the south. The Mpongwe fished,
hunted, and grew yams and other crops. Each settlement
included a few artisans who made utensils and religious
paraphernalia. The Mpongwe were also accomplished sai-
lors who traveled in dugout canoes along the coast as far
north as the Cameroon- River.

In the sixteenth century, as competition for trade with
European ships. increased, the interior Orungu forced
many of the Mpongwe clans toward the Estuary of
Gabon. Slaveholders themselves, the Mpongwe became
extensively involved as middlemen in the transatlantic
trade in slaves and other commodities. The incursions
of the Orungu and a Dutch massacre of the Ndiwa clan in
1698 began to undermine Mpongwe hegemony in the
estuary region. Mpongwe dominance was further eroded
in the early nineteenth century, when the FANG migrated
to the region and a subsequent low birthrate and small-
pox epidemic cut the Mpongwe population by between
one-third and one-half. But as traders and entrepreneurs,
the Mpongwe prospered. Their access to mission schools
earned them an elite status within the French colonial
bureaucracy; this in turn permitted them to become an
instrumental part of the Gabonese nationalist move-
ment. Since independence, the Mpongwe have continued

to play a preeminent role in the country’s political

t
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and economic life. Today the Mpongwe number around
6o,000. 4

See also LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN OVERVIEW; LOANGO.
ERICYOUNG

Mpumalanga

Province in northeastern South Africa bounded on the
east by Mozambique and Swaziland, on the south by the
province of KwaZulu-Natal, on the north by Northern
Province, and on the west by Gauteng and Free State
provinces. :

Created in 1994, Mpumalanga, formerly Bastern Transvaal,
covers 79,490 sq km (30,691 sq mi) and includes part of.
TRANSVAAL, one of the four former South African pro-
vinces, and the three former Bantustans (or black home-
lands) of KaNgwane, KwaNdebele, and Lebowa. The name
Mpumalanga means “the place where the sun rises.”

Most of Mpumalanga consists of grassy plains. The
western part of the province is situated on the High Veld,
a large plateau that covers much of central SOUTH
AFRICcA. The Drakensberg Mountains rise in the north-
eastern region of Mpumalanga, an area that also features
deep gorges. The highest peaks are Die Berg, Mount
Anderson, and Mauchsberg. Extensive commercial for-
ests and timber mills are located in the northeastern
region. In the eastern part of the province the land
drops abruptly to the Low Veld, an area of lower elevation,
which has subtropical vegetation. The Olifants, Blyde,
and Krokodil rivers flow through the province.
Temperatures range from 18" to 29° C (64" to 84" F) in
the summer and from 6 to 27° C (43" to 80" F) in the
winter. Annual rainfall totals about 430 mm (about 17 in),
with most of the rain falling in the summer months, from
November to March.

In 2006 the population of Mpumalanga was 3,536,000.
Black Africans make up the majority of the population. The
two primary languages spoken are siSwati and Zuly;
Afrikaans and English are also spoken. The province’s
capital at Nelspruit serves as an administrative and com-
mercial hub. Other important cites include Witbank, a
major center for the coal industry; Secunda, the site of a
large coal-to-oil conversion plant; Lydenburg; Heidelberg;
and Ermelo. Important historical sites in the province
include Barberton, Pilgrim’s Rest, and Sabie, three gold
rush towns from the late nineteenth century; and Fort
Merensky, built near Middelburg by Sotho and a German
missionary during the nineteenth century.

Mpumalanga has a varied economy built around timber,
coal, agriculture, and tourism. Chief agricultural products
include maize (corn), sugarcane, and citrus fruits; farmers
also raise sheep and dairy cattle. Nature reserves such as
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Democracy (ULIMO), which included some of Doe’s for-
mer supporters. After crossing the border from Sierra
Leone in 1991, this group clashed repeatedly with Taylor’s
NPFL troops. Fighting continued and grew more intense.
Reports appeared of NPEL’s numerous human rights
abuses, including the drafting of preadolescent boys as
soldiers and the wholesale execution of civilians. The
first half of 1993 was characterized by repeated skirmishes
among ULIMO; the NPFL, and ECOMOG, which had aban-
doned its peacekeeping role and become an active comba-
tant. After the breakdown of a July 1993 cease-fire, the
United Nations established an observer mission in
Liberia. At the same time, new factions emerged. Many of
them were based on ethnic affiliations, and most of them
were armed.

TAYLOR ERA ENDS

Throughout the mid-1ggos the major factions in Liberia’s
civil strife tried to make peace, fearing the threatened
removal of ECOMOG troops (which now included soldiers
from NIGERIA, GHANA, Cote d’Ivoire, BURKINA FASO,
and ToGo)—an event that would likely result in even more
widespread war. The UN Security Council increaséd the
number of its observers, but each attempt to build a coali-
tion or forge a peace agreement failed. Then, at an
ECOWAS-sponsored meeting in Nigeria in August 1995,
the combatants signed a peace accord, agreeing on plans
for a council of state that would last until free elections
could be held. Professor Wilton Sankawulo was pro-
nounced chairman, and the main factional leaders, includ-
ing Taylor, were on the council.

But hostilides continued, including fighting between
Taylor’s forces and the predominantly Krahn defenders of
the Doe regime, who had thrown their support behind
Johnson’s ULIMO. In August 1996, a former senator
named Ruth PERRY was chosen to replace Sankawulo as
council chair, becoming the first African woman head of
state in modern times. Elections were held in July 1g97. Ina
field of thirteen political parties, Taylor’s National Patriotic
Party proved strongest, and Taylor won the presidency he
had sought for nearly eight years. Within months of the
election, several of his political rivals were found dead
under suspicious circumstances.

Years of civil strife and warfare had weakened Liberia’s
economy, which had been declining even before Dae’s
1980 coup. Before the war, about half of Liberia’s popula-
tion lived in the countryside; subsistence farming and the
export of iron ore, wood, and rubber were the dominant
economic activities. Liberia had also long maintained a
large shipping fleet due to its “open registry” policy for
foreign ships. But the war, in addition to creating a huge

refugee population and destroying the homes and.

Libreville, Gabon

LIBREVILLE, GABON 51~57_

businesses of hundreds of thousands of Liberians, had
disrupted rural food production. By 1997, the country was
heavily dependent on food aid, and many regions faced a
severe food shortage. The only people who had benefited
from the years of turmoil were the leaders of the armed
factions who took advantage of the opportunity to make
deals with foreign firms for diamond mining in the
country’s interior.

In 1999, new opposition to Taylor’s rule formed in
Liberia. An anti-Taylor group called the Liberians United
for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) mounted armed
resistance to his administration and gradually gained con-
trol of more and more of the country. Economic and social
conditions in Liberia worsened during the early years of the -
twenty-first century, when food shortages became despe-
rate and lawlessness reigned. After the United Nations
accused Taylor of promoting a civil war in aneighboring
Sierra Leone, it banned him from selling diamonds or
traveling outside Liberia. In 2003 fighting in Liberia rose
to new intensity, and by the middle of the year Taylor’s
forces controlled only Monrovia. Undér pressure from the
United Nations, the United States, and other African
nations, Taylor resigned from office in August, turning
the presidency over to Moses Blah, his vice president.

See alss HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFRICA.
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KATE TUTTLE

Capital of Gabon
Since at least the seventeenth century, MPONGWE people
have inhabited the northern bank of the GABON Estuary.
During the nineteenth century, FANG people migrated into
the area and became the predominant group numerically.
In 1843 the French established a trading postand fortatthe
site of present-day Libreville. Sixyears later the French pavy
founded Libreville, meaning “free town,” by granting plots
of land to fifty-two fieed slaves. In the subsequent years,
during the SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA, the French launched
explorations and campaigns of conquest from Libreville
into the interior. The town grew during the era of French
colonialism (1887-1960) as the trading and administrative
center of the Gabon colony.

In 1960 Libreville became the capital of independent
Gabon. Four years later the city opened a deep-water port
in the Owendo district. Today this port handles most of
Gabon'’s imports and a large part of its exports. Libreville is
the headquarters of the country’s petroleum, uranium, and
manganese companies. The city also has commercial fish-
ing and lumber industries. Economically, Gabon’s

Encyclopedia of Africa, vol. II, edit. Kwame Anfhony Appiah, Henry Louis
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colonized by France. His novels and poems deal with the h

complex racial and cultural legacy of French colonialism in
the Caribbean.

Unlike the more revolutionary works of his friends
and fellow writers Léon-Gontran Damas, Léopold Sédar
SENGHOR, -and Jacques Rabemananjara, Baghio’o’s
writings explore the lives of the mulatto, or mixed-race,
middle class. His most important work, Le Flamboyant &
fleurs bleues (The Blue-Flame Tree;1973), describes-four
centuries of such-a family’s life.on Guadeloupe, focusing
on the nineteenth century, when the-familyacquires land
and enters into direct rivalry with- the white plantation
owners who were formerly its masters. Baghio’o uses
‘this family, with its mixture of Africans, East Indians,
Carib Indians, -and Europeans, as a metaphor for the
Creoles of Guadeloupe, who must fight to preserve
their. -complex cultural identity. In- _Choutoumounou
(1995), Baghio’o centinues the story of the same family,
placing the action and characters in present-day Paris.
The difficulties encountered by the two main charactess,
twins named Choutoumounou and Pampou, illustrate
the alienation of the Guadeloupean “cf color” in Paris
today. '

Baghio’o’s island narratives have been -criticized for
pandering to readers’ taste for the “exotic,” but his serious
approach to the history ef the French-speaking Caribbean
islands has earned him the respect of many, including
fellow Guadeloupean novelist Maryse Condé, who wrote
a preface.to the second edition of Le Flamboyant d fleurs

~bleues.

‘Baghio’o has also published the novel Le-Colibri blanc
(2980)-and a collection of poems, Les Jeux du soleil (zg6o0).

RICHARD WATTS

Baha'i Faith

Persian faith, popular in Africa and Seuth America, that
emphasizes the unity and.equality of humankind.
Mirza Husayn Ali; an Iranian who.believed that he was a

messenger of God, founded the Baha’i faith in Persia in -

1863. After secedingfrom the Bab sect of Islam, Husayn Al
took-the name Baha Ullah. The Islamic government of the
Ottoman Empire eventually imprisoned Baha Ullah for
blasphemy, and during his time in prison- he wrote the
principal body of Baha’i scriptures.

Baha'i is centered on social and ethical reform and
teaches-the unity of humankind. The sexes are equal,-and
all racial, religious, and politieal prejudices are shunned.
Private prayer, an annual fasting period, pilgrimage to
various Baha’i holysites, and monetary contributions are
among the keyrituals of the Baha’i faith. Baha'T'is strongly
pacifist and envisions world peace through its messagé of

. 1 i 2015

unity and equality. In Baha’i, God is an unknowable being,
and immortality is assured. The faith eschews ceremonial
leaders. '

Baha'i spread from its spiritual center in Acre,
Palestine, through significant missionary work. Its mes-
sage of social reform reached America around 1804..
Baha'i. follewers spread knowledge of the religion
throughout the rural American Soutl; adding thousands

‘of African-Americans to its corps of believers. Many

converts responded to Baha’i’s mission to end racism
and to heai ethnic divisions withiin society. Since the
196os Baha’i has- gained populaiity-in less developed

-countries, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, India, .and

South America. In the late 1ggos the Baha'i faith claimed-
130,000 members in-the United-States, a third -of whom
were reported to be African American. Some observers
dispute these figures, claiming the total U.S. member-
ship to be less than 30,000.

Baka

Ethnic group-ef north Central Africa.

The Baka primarily inhabit seuthwestern_Supan, the
-eastern CENTRAL-AFRICAN REPYUBLIC, and northern. .
UGaNDA. They speak a Nilo-Saharan language and
belong to the MaDI cultural and linguistic group.
Though reliable numbers are difficult to come by, esti-
mates of the number-of Baka people range from the-low
thousands to some 30,000.

“See alse LANGUAGES, AFRICAN: AN OVERVIEW.

baben (070003 )

Bakelé

Ethnic group of Gabon and Equatorial Guinea; also known .
as Kalai, Akélé, Bongom, or Bougom.

The Bakele speak an Equatorizl -BANTU language.
Although they call themselves the Bongom er Bougom,

-outsiders have generally follewed their My&n&-speaking

neighbers in calling them the Bak&le. Historians are
-unsure-when the Baleélé arrived in the north-central area
of-the country presently known as GABON. "Historically
they have maintained amicable relations with the-
Babongo pygmies, who probably preceded. them in the
-region. Traditionally, the Bakele were farmers and hunters,
traveling widely in search of elephants and other game:The
Bakele participated in the regional expansion of trade dur-
ing the nineteenth century. They obtained goods such as
ivory from the FANG, which they traded to coastal groups

-such as the MPONGWE, who in turn txaded with the

Europeans. On the Ogooué and other rivers they controlled
trade more-directly by taxing passing traders.

Encyclopedia of Afﬁca, vol. I, edit. Kwame Anthony Appiah, Henry Louis
Gates, Jr., New York, Oxford University Press, 2010, ISAM DN. 234299
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two and a half months, depending on the length
of the stay;of the caravans in each of the localities
visited by them (which stay was used by the fuya_i
for collecting additional mail),

The cost of the forwarding of a letter from

- Jerusalem to Ramle was half a dirkam, that from
Alexandria to Cairo one dirkam exactly, that from
Almeria to Alexandria, referred to above, one and a
half dirkams, four letters being sent to the same
address. These prices are indicated in the letters
preserved because payment was to be made after
delivery. The prices were certainly not fixed, but
probably customary.

The payments to special messengers, called rasdl;
of which three cases have been traced thus far, were
up to fifty times as bhigh as those made to fuyidi.
A service midway between the latter, who moved

too slowly, and the special messengers, who were too
expensive, was provided by the fayd; tayydr, or
express courier. The request tutayyir li kilabak, *fly
your letter to me”, most probably refers not to
carrier pigeons, but to this express service. Carrier
pigeons might have been intended in another letter,
in which the addressee is -asked to send a bard®, or
release, ma‘a’l-fayr, “with the birds”, possibly a
technical term, parallel to the usual request to send
a letter either b ’l-mardkib, “by boat” or ma‘a
'I-fuyiidj, “‘with the mail couriers”.

Bibliography: S, D. Goitein, The commercial
mail service in medieval Islam, in JAOS, Ixxxiv
(1964); idem, A Mediterranean society, chapter 1V,
section 3 (in the press). (S. D. GoiTelN)

~=FUZULI [see rupLl].
~— FYZABAD [see FAYDABAD].

G-

— GABAN, properly GaBnoreRT (cf. Abu 'l-Faradj,
Chrom. Sy7., ed. Bruns, 329 and Keamvloxeptt
cppoupiov, Cinnamus, i, 8), an Armenian moun-
tain stromghold on the Tekir-Su, a tributary of
the Diayham, now called Geben and belonging to
the slge of Enderin in the il of Maras. Here the kings
of Armenia kept their  treasures and retired in
case of need; the last king Leon VI de Lusignan
entrenched himself here in 776/1374, for example,
but had to surrender after a siege of nine months to
the Mamiiik Sultan al-Malik al-Aghraf Shabin.

Bibliography: Ritter, Erdkunde, ixj2, 36,

157; Defrémery, in Documents arméniens, Recueil

des historiens des crofs., s. Index; Cuinet, La

Turquie d’Asie, ii, 243.

~— GABES [see xisis).

X GABON, one of the few African countries into
which Islam was introduced in the colonizer's
baggage-train. It was in 1843 that the first Senegalese
soldiers {(Wolofs or Tukulors) were stationed with the
garrison of Fort d'Aumale and then in the camp
on the platean at Libreville; some of these soldiers,
on the completion of their service, chose to settle
in Gabon where for the most part they went into
trade along the Ogoué, the Ngounié or the Fernan
Vaz lagoon. They married Gabon women who
remained Christian, and their children generally
attended the Catholic school of the St. Mary mission.

A garrison of colonial infantry mainly composed
of riflemen who were natives of Senegal and French
Sudan meant - the constant introduction of new
Muslim contingents, but they stayed two or three
years and then returned to their country. Hausa
and Dyula pedlars and shopkeepers had to replace
these soldiers. Some of these Muslims acted as
professional fortune-tellers or witch-doctors, taking
advantage of the credulity of the peasants in the
bush.

1t is not possible to speak of autochthonous Islam;
the total number of converts in Gabon does not exceed
a few dozen.

The statistics for 1959, given in the year-book of
missions in the apostolic prefecture of Dakar, arrived
at a total (probably an under-estimate) of 2,000
Muslims (xo90 in the prefecture of the estuary, 266
in the Wolen Ntem, 175 in maritime Ogoué, 8o in

Ogoué Ivindo, 31 in the Ngounié, 21 in the Ogoué-
Lolo, 10 in the Nyanga and 4 in Upper Ogoué).

The paucity of Muslims is matched by the small
number of mosques, one at Port Gentil, one at
Lambaréné, two at Libreville, the biggest of which
was built at the expense of the French Government.

The Muslims in Gabon, representing 0.4%, of the
popuilation, were of importance only during the
colonial period in the capacity of subordinates in
the administration. They still play a certain part as a
commercial bourgeoisie.

Bibliography: Some lines in the various works
relating to Gabon. The Abbé Raponda-Walker
has very kindly furnished the essential features
of the information contained in the above article.

(R. CoRNEVIN)

X GABR, term generally used in Persian literature—
with rather depreciative implications—to indicate
Zoroastrians. Philologists have not yet reached
agreement on its etymology. Several suggestions have
been made, ec.g., (a) from Hebrew habher (‘'‘com-
panion’) in the sense of Kiddashin y2a; (b) from
Aramaeo-Pahlavi gabrd - (read mart), especially in
the compounds mdg-martin (‘‘the Magi’) (written
mbg-gabrd-dn); (c) from a Persian corruption of Arabic
kdfir (‘‘unbeliever”), The first two etymologies are
very improbable, so that the derivation from A.
kdfir seems the most acceptable. In Persian literature
the word takes often the depreciative suffix -gk
(gabrak, pl. gabrakan). Persian knows also the form
gowrjgaur, Kurdish the forms gebir (applied to
Armenians), gawr (Zoroastrians), gdvir (applied to
Europeans, especially Russians), Turkish the well-
known word gdver (unbeliever). In Persian literature
the word is applied only secondarily to ‘‘unbelievers”
in general, the oldest texts using it especially and
technically for Zoroastrians. This, together with the
iranization of the Arabic word which probably lies
behind it, points to a very old origin—purely “oral”—
of the loan, certainly at a period preceding that when
Arabic words were introduced in abundance into new- -
Persian, at thé birth of new-Persian writien literature.

Bibliography: Gr. I. Ph,, ii, 6g97; Burhin-i
kati®, ed. M. Mu‘in?, Tehran r34zs., iii, 1773-4,
1850; M. Mu®in, Mazdayasnd wa ta’thir-i dn daor
adabiyydi-i Parsi, Tehrin 1326, 395-6 (and new
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La modernisation de ’Etat au Gab
Petite chronique d’une ambition proclamée

dconomique récurrente, apparait au premier abord comme une crise de la

représentation et de la redistribution des ressources. Pourtant et pour
fondamentaux qu’ils soient, ces aspects ne sont que les €léments d’une crise plus
générale : celle de I'Etat en tant qu’appareil bureaucratique, de son fonctionnement
et de ses structures. Sa réalité est a présent une évidence, comme et témoignent les
extraits suivants du Rapport national sur le développement humain : « L’ administra-
tion publique au Gabon est une machine lourde [...] Il en résulte un dysfonction-
nement, une gestion irrationnelle des ressources humaines, des pratigues de népo-
tisme et un manque de transparence [...] La coordination de I'action gouverne-
mentale est ainsi confrontée 2 des obstacles majeurs, sources de conflits et de blo-
cages |...] L’administration territoriale reste trés centralisée, animée par le
gouverneur ui est I'antorité de décision sur le plan provincial et le représentant du
pouvoir central » (PNUD 1999 1 43-45).

Ce constat, qui ne fait ’objet d’aucune contestation aujourd’hui, n’en est pus
pour autant une nouveauté. En effet, si les citoyens avaient depuis quelgue temps le
sentiment diffus d’un mauvais fonctionnement de I’Etat, les autorités elles-mémes
en avaient pris conscience depuis plusieurs années : il y a déja longtemps que les
antiennes de la « réforme de P'Etat » et du « changement des mentalités » font partie
intégrante du discours officiel.

I ¢ marasime politique des années 1990 au Gabon, sous-tendu par une récession

Aujourd’hui, & la faveur des mutations institutionnelles et politiques nées du
renouveau démocratique, la réforme est devenue ’une des principales ambitions
d’un Etat qui en fait la proclamation urbi ef orbi au point qu’un département
ministériel (la Fonction publique) s’est vu confier, dans son intitulé méme, la
« Réforme administrative et la modernisation de I'Btat ».

La modernisation est habituellement entendue comme un « processus social de
construction de la modernité [qui] permet de désigner en méme temps des €volutions
ainsi que les tensions et les conflits qui les accompagnent [...] En tant que tel, ce
processus regoit souvent une connotation positive : porteur de rationalisation,
d’enrichissemenl et d’amélioration des conditions de la vie sociale, il serait a ce tilre
source de légitimité » (Hermet ef al. 1998 : 171). Et si, pendant longtemps, la
modernisation a été, en fait, synonyme d’alignement des sociétés du Sud sur le
modele oceidental, aujourd’hui cet objectif semble dépassé. En effet, la modernisa-
tion s entend manifestement désormais comme la mise en conformité€ de tous les

-systemes socio-politiques (ceux du Sud, comme ceux du Nord) avec le modele
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were expedited towards the Atlantic coast (ivory, dye-woods, and 11 French Congo and Gabon at the beginning of the twentieth century
then rubber).! These populations with an outward-looking -
tradition were thus favourably disposed towards the new in the archaic and brutal form of the régime concessionnaire (con-
economic currents which seemed likely to fit in easily with cessionary grants of land) copied from the Leopoldian model,
traditional networks. Some groups immediately made an effort to soon resulted in the upsetting of the fragile pre-colonial balance.
take advantage of the situation, such as the Teke allies of Brazza, The heedlessness of the feeble administration was parallcled by
or the Fang on the Ogowe, whose first migration had reached this the combined ill effects of ever more demanding and remote
river in 1879.2 ' military operations, coupled :with commercial activities of a
However, the calm was short-lived. As soon as the ‘discovery’ dubious nature, the results of which were extremely destructive.

phase was completed, the French state undertook the ‘develop- | In this new context the trading peoples proved the most difficult
ment’ of the country. The intervention of metropolitan France to integrate into a colonial economy. Whether passive or
e o v ey s 1 N, o, e e o ron tho wom the price paic for
Trois vayages dans I Afrique occidentale (Patis, 1879), 326. ” ploitation, the worst excesses of which

2 Noted at Lambarene by Dr Nassau, My Ogowe (New York, 1914), 296-7. 4 (taxes, rmhtary repression\and porterage) were in fact brought to
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The Gabon Republic

HE Gabon Republic is situated on the western coast of Africa astride
T the equator between 9” and 14° longitude cast. Roughly rectangular in
shape, it is bordered on the north-west by Rio Muni(Spanish Guinea);
on the north by the State of Cameroon; on the east and south by the Re-
public of the Congo (Brazzaville); and on the west, for approximately five
hundred miles, by the Atlantic Ocean. Its ared is estimated at about 103,000
sq. miles. Gabon is covered almost entirely by a dense tropical rain forest.
There are a few savannas, east of Franceville, south of Moutla and along
the lower course of the Ogowe rivet.

The country may be divided into three main geographical zones: (1) The
coastal lowlands, ranging in width from 18 to 125 miles, extend inland
along the valleys of the Ogowe and N'Gounie rivers and never exceed an
altitude of 1,000 ft. The coastline is deeply indented from the northern
boundary down to Cape Lopez, which is separated from the mainland by
the branches of the Ogowe delta. Farther south, the coast is bordered with
lagoons, often quite large and fringed with man'grovc& 2) Platcgus of vary-
ing height rise beyond the coastal strip, extending over the entire northgm
and eastern scctions of Gabon and a portion of the south. Rivers and rapids
carve deep channels in the surfacc of the plateaus. (3) Mountains arc found
in various parts of the country. The main groups are: the Crystal moun-
tains in the north; the Birogou mountains in the soutlreaa% and the Chaillu
mountainsin the centre—the country’s }\min watershed, with Mount Ibou-
dji, the highest peak in Gllboll‘(5,165 tt..), o 4

Virtually the entire area of Gabqn ll(..‘s }\thnl the Ogowc basin, The
source of the 750-mile-long Ogowe river is in the Republic of the C'ongo
(Brazzaville), but its course is almostA entirely through Gabon territory.
Entering Gabon south of Franceville, it describes a broad are fhrough the
couantry, dividing it into w0 roughly cgual parts, and empties into _Lhe Ag-
lantic at Cape Lopez. Cut by many rapids along its upper cou1‘§e, iLis navi-
gable for 155 miles from N’Djole to the Atlantic. The Ogowe’s major Lri-
‘outa‘rics are: the lvingo, the Sebe, the Okano and the Abanga in the north;

483 85
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Le roi Denis
grandeur et déclin d’un souverain
gabonais

Bl @

Le titre méme avec lequel Antshwe
Kowe Rapontshombo est resté dans I’his-
toire est significatif de son destin. Ce chef
de I'un des nombreux clans Mpongwe de
Pestuaire est connu sous le nom.quasi
légendaire de « Roi Denis du Gabon ». Or,
4 son époque, il n’était ni le seul chef ni
méme, il s’en faut de beaucoup, le plus
puissant du Gabon : dans la région de
Pestuaire d’autres aga (chefs) partageaient
ie pouvoir et rivalisaient de grandeur avec
lui ; dans le voisinage des Mpongwe, le
chef orungu Ogul'Isoge (1810-1850), plus
connu sous le nom de Rogombe et le
sobriquet de Passol (déformation de I'an-
glais pass all : au-dessus de tous), a laissé
une renommee autrement plus redoutable.

Sa réputation prestigieuse, Denis Ra-
pontshombo ne I'a cependant pas usurpée.
Elle vient essenticllement du role décisif
qu'il joua dans l'installation de la France
au Gabon. On aurait néanmoins tort de
réduire, comme on I'a trop souvent fait, la
signification de son régne a son attitude
présumée a Pégard des Francais. Denis
Rapontshombo nous parait en réalité un
représentant typique de cette aristocratie
noire qui s’est formée sur la cote atlantique
grace au deéveloppement du commerce
avec I'Europe et les Amériques. Cette
aristocratie eut, dans la région du Gabon,
a relever, pour ainsi dire, le double défi que
lut langait précisément I'Europe au cours
du x1x® siécle. Le premier est un défi
économique. général sur la cote : I'aboli-
tion unilatérale par les puissances euro-
péennes de la traite des esclaves. en fonc-
tion de laquelle ces sociétés cdHtiéres
avaient fini par s’organiser ; cette initiative
contraignatt Paristocratie a innover absolu-
ment, sous peine de disparaitre, pour trou-
ver d’autres sources de revenus. Le second
est un défi politique : Dlintérét précoce

A7 BoK oL

manifesté par la France pour cette région,
dont les chefs étaient de ce fait menacés de
perdre leur indépendance.

Le roi Denis a vécu toutes ces trans-
formations : né vers 1780, il prit la dignité
d’oga vers 1810 et ne mourut, presque
centenaire, qu'en 1876, aprés un régne de
plus de soixante-cing ans. Ainsi, sa passivi-
té, son désarroi méme, devant le premier
défi ne sont pas moins riches de sens que
cette collaboration ambigué qu’il afficha a
I’égard des Frangais.

Une lente ascension

Denis Rapontshombo est le cinquié-
me chef historiquement connu du clan des
Asiga. La généalogie de ce clan permet de
faire remonter a la fin du xvir® siécle le
régne de Rombonwa, premier chef dont on
ait gardé le nom. Ce régne a probablement
coincidé avec les bouleversements qui ont
affecté la région de P’estuaire du Gabon a
la fin du xvi® siécle : a cette date, les
Ndiwa, premier clan mpongwe arrivé a la
cOte depuis plusieurs siécles, durent brus-
quement se disperser a la suite, sans doute,
d’un engagement sanglant qui les opposa
aux Hollandais. Les autres clans mpong-
we, restés en arriére des Ndiwa, profitérent
de cet événement pour se partager la
région : c'est ainsi que le clan des Asiga
s’installa sur une grande partie de la rive
gauche de Pestuaire du Gabon.

Aux Européens qui lui demandaient
son age, Denis. qui connaissait passable-
ment {histoire de France et se plaisait 2 y
glaner des exemples, avait coutume de
répondre : « Lorsque le roi de France
Louis X VI était sur le trone, je savais déja
manier une pagaie et diriger tout seul une
embarcation sur Pestuaire »L. C’est donc

1. Raponda-Walker. p. 24.
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The Kongo kingdom
and its neighbours

J. VANSINA

based on a contribution by
T. OBENGA

The western part of Central Africa, to the south of the equatorial forests,
is inhabited by peoples who speak dialects of the Kongo language and of
other closely related languages.' This unity is strengtheneq bya profoqnd
cultural unity. This enthnolinguistic group occupies a territory st.rctchmg
from southern Gabon to the Benguela plateau and from the Atlantic Ocean
to well beyond the River Kwango. To the north-east this complex has
always bordered upon a Teke area centred on the Bateke plateaux and, to
the south, on the Ovimbundu area of the Benguela plateau.

The history of this region is well documented from 1500 (mward_s.
The number of contemporary pages written on the period 1500-1800 is
estimated at over half a million: more than for any other area of comparable
size on the continent. .

Over the past hundred years, texts and guidebooks have been ppblls'hed
in many editions,” and a historiographical school has been developing since
the seventeenth century.’ Naturally this chapter can be no more than an
introduction in which even recent bibliography must be kept selective.

The movement of history in these areas in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries was very different from that of later times. Territories of great
size were organized by man, using political structures, to form states. After
about 1663, however, these territories were reorganized on an even greater
scale, the states becoming far less important. The organizing p{mClple now
derived from the imperatives of an economic structure which was Fhe
product of an intensive slave trade. In our approach to .thc carly centuries,
therefore, we shall give priority to the history of the kingdoms; and then,

1. M. A. Bryan, 1959, pp. 56-62; T. Obenga, 1969 and 1970. ) _

2. Summary of sources: A. Brasio, 1952—71; T. Filesi and F. de Vlllapadlcmz{Z 1978;
L. Jadin, 196I“and 1975; and the works of A. de A. Felner, I.. M. Jordio, J. Cuvelier and
F. Bontinck. Bibliographies in W. G. L. Randles, 1968; J. K. Thornton, 1983b. Among the
authors of the past: G. Cavazzi, 1687; O. de Cadornega, 1681 (1940);v(), Dapper, 1668;
I.. Degranpré, 1801; F. de Pigafetta, 1591; A. Proyart, 1776; and E. Da Silva Correa, 1782?
(1937) are the most important. o

3. J. K. Thornton, 1983b, pp. xvii-xx, for recent historiography.

The Kongo kingdom and its neighbours

when the dynamics of trade have brought the kingdoms low, trade shall
be the focus of attention.

The potential of these regions is determined by the relief and the rainfall.
Where the dry season is short, the fertile ground is in the valleys. The dry
season however varies in duration from two to six months depending on
the latitude and the distance from the coast, which is drier. The generally
mountainous nature of the terrain explains why a population in search of
better habitats was unevenly distributed, with inhabited areas the size of
small districts or provincial centres alternating with deserts. The region
best favoured by this diversity of habitats lay to the north of the Zaire/
Congo river, from the coast to the area called Mayombe. Here, too, there
were worthwhile mineral deposits (copper, lead and iron ore). This was
where the two largest states of the coast, the Kingdoms of Kongo and
Loango, came into being.

Since — 400 at least farmers speaking western Bantu languages had been
settled to the north and south of the lower Zaire, where they produced
yams, vegetables and palm kernels. From the second to the fifth century,
this population was augmented by the arrival from the east of people
speaking eastern Bantu languages. These people grew grain and, where the
tsetse fly allowed — especially in Angola — kept herds of cattle. Before they
arrived, by + 100 or carlier, iron-working had reached the region. Lastly,
perhaps during the sixth century, banana-growing was introduced to round
out the production pattern.?

Thereafter the socio-political organizations became more complex, and
chiefdoms formed between the ocean and the Zaire river upstream from
Pool. It was in the well-endowed area north of the lower river, in the region
called Mayombe, that the regional division of labour developed furthest.
By about 1500 the coastal dwellers were supplying salt and fish and had
transformed the coastal plain of Loango, towards the estuary of the Zaire,
into a vast palm-grove producing palm-oil. The estuary-dwellers were
potters. Inland, copper and lead were produced from Mboko Songho to
Mindouli, and iron in the Manyanga (Nsundi) area. Further north, near
the edges of the great forest, raffia palm was cultivated and large quantities
of fabric produced. Lastly, in the same area and further into the forest,
forest products such as red dyewood were exchanged for products of the
savannah. This was the birthplace of the Kongo civilization. The Teke
civilization developed on the plateaux, but on the basis of contributions
from groups living on the forest fringe and in the neighbourhood of the
Kongo groups, and of contributions — at least of political ideas — from the
Middle Zaire/Congo. The Teke kingdom, mentioned in literature from
1507 onwards, was perhaps the oldest of all: at least during the seventeenth
century it was reputed to be so0.°

The Kongo kingdom began in the Vungu chiefdom north of the Zaire

4. ]. Vansina, 1984b.

5. O. Dapper, 1668, p. 219 (German translation, 1670).
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GABON

ECONOMICS

1726 ENGONGA-BIKORO , A.
L’impact des groupes industriels sur les
pays sous-developpés: le cas de Eif au
Gabon. {BN 6. pp. 507-517]

1727 JACQUEMOT, P.

Les enjeux économiques du Gabon a la

veille du Plan 1984-1988. Afr. Contemp.

23. No. 130. 1984. pp. 31-43.

Civil. Vol. VHI. No. 3. 1984. pp- 339-
348.

RELIGION

1730 SWIDERSK]I, S.
Ekang Ngoua, réformateur réligieux ay

Gabon. Anthropos. 79. 4/6. 1984. PP
627-635,

SOCIOLOGY

1731 GRUAT, . V.
The extension of social protection in the

1728 VILLIEN,F.
Les consommations d’energie &
Libreville. Cah. d’Outre-Mer. 37. No.
146. 1984. pp. 109-133.

LANGUAGE

1729 OGDEN, J.
French in Gabon. Contemp. French

Ghang 87
Gabonese Republic: consolidating the
development process. Int. Lab. Rev. VoI,
123. No. 4. 1984. Pp. 457-472.

1732 KAMARA, M.
Franceville (Gabon): activités et réle dans
Porganisation de son arriere-pays. Tiers-

Monde. Tom. XXIV. No. 95. 1983. Pp.
267-292.

1733 MARY, A.
L’alternative de le vision etdela

_ Possession dans les sociétés réligieuses et
thérapeutiques du Gabon., Cah. Etudes
Afr. Vol. XXIII. 3, 1983 pp. 281-310.



Nom officiel :

République gabonaise.
Capitale : Libreville.
Superficie : 267 667 km2.
Population : 1,3 million

d’habitants (1995).
Langues courantes :

frangais (officielle).
Date d’indépendance :

17 aoiit 1960.

Nature du régime :
présidentiel, multipartiste.
Produit national brut :

3,7 milliards de dollars (1994).
PNB par habitant :

3550 dollars en 1994.
Croissance du PNB par

habitant (1985-1994) .

-2,3 % par an.

Dette extérieure :

3.967 milliards de dollars (1994).
Serviee de la dette :

1,441 milliard de dollars (1994).
Exportations de biens

et services : 2418 milliards

de dollars (1994),
Importations de biens

et services : 2275 milliards

de dollars (1994).

Monnaie : franc CFA.
Taux de change :
1 dollar = 510 F CFA
(avril 1996)

PIB PAR SECTEURS

Agriculture
8%

Services
47%
Industrie
45%

LA TERRE ET LES HOMMES

Relief : plaine cotiere basse, massifs
montagneux au centre (point culminant,
-980 m), plateaux et collines intérieurs
trés découpés par un dense réseau
hydraulique.

Cours d’ean :
I'Ogooué, la Ngounié, la Nyanga.

Climat et végétation : climat équatorial
ou tropical, chaud et pluvieux.
Libreville, 26,7°C en janvier, 23,9°Cen
juillet, 2 510 mm de pluie par an.

Forét dense sur 76 % du territoire ;
savane ailleurs.

Démographie : taux moyen
d’accroissement (1995-2000), 2.8 %.
2,7 millions d’habitants en 2025. Densité
moyenne : 4,9 habitants au km? (1995).

Villes principales :

Libreville 370 000 habitants,
Port-Gentil 72 000, Franceville 42 000.

Répartition de la population :

urbaine 50 % ; rurale 50 % (1995).

Religions : chrétiens 96,2 % . croyances
traditionnelles 2,9 % ; musulmans
0,8 % ; autres 0,1 %,

LE CADRE POLITIQUE

Pouvoir exécutif : président de la
République, élu au suffrage universel
pour cing ans.

Chef de I’Etat en exereice : Omar
Bongo, né en 1935, au pouvoir depuis
le 2 décembre 1967. Réély en 1973,
en 1979, en 1986 et le 5 décembre 1993,

Pouvoir 1égislatif : Assemblée nationale
(120 sizges, mandat de 5 ans). Elections
législatives prévues avant le 20 mai 1996
(selon les accords de Paris de 1994, entre
le gouvernement et 'opposition).

i
l
Constitution en vigueur : 15 mars 1991. ]
[
!

NIVEAU PE viE
Espérance de vie i la naissance :
53,5 ans (1992).

Taux de mortalité infantile :
94. pour 1 000 naissances {1992),

Population ayant accés aux services de

santé : 90 % (1993).

Population ayant accés i IPean
potable : 68 % (1993).

Taux d’alphabétisation des adultes :
58,9 % (1992).

DONNEES ECONOMIQUES
Taux de croissance : 1,3 % (1994).

Taux d’inflation :
32 % a la consommation (1994).

Taux de chémage :
20 % (estimation 1994).

Produit intérieur brut :

4,3 milliards de dollars en 1994,
Production agricole : manioc, banane

plantain, taro et igname (cultures

vivriéres) ; cacao 719 tonnes en 1993-
1994, ; café 260 .

Péche : 28 300 tonnes de poissons
en 1993 (22 kg/hab.).-

Forét : 4,34 millions de m3 de coupes - - . ’

en 1992,

Pétrole :
16,8 millions de tonnes en 1994,

Mines : uranium (116 1) ; mangangse
(1,4 million de t - 3¢ producteur mondial)
et phosphates (50 millions de tonnes de
réserves).

Electricité : 'hydroélectricité
(712 millions de kWh en 1992) assure
80 % des besoins.

Tourisme : 108 000 entrées en 1990.

Nombre de lits : 3 077 (74 hétels).

DONNEES FINANCIERES
Budget (1994, en milliards
de F CFA) : recettes (524);
dépenses (615) ; solde budgétaire (-91).
Aide extérieure totale : 182 millions
de dollars (versements nets, 1994).
Solde de la balance des paiements :

-106 milliards de F CFA en 1994 (contre
-127 milliards en 1993).

Dette extérieure totale : 3,967 milliards
de dollars (1994).
107 % du PNB.

Service de la dette : 1,44] milliard
de dollars (1994), soit 60 % des

exportations de biens et services.

COMMERCE EXTERIFLR
Exportations de marchandises :
2,12 milliards de doliars en 1994,

Importations de marchandises :
880 millions de dollars en 1994,

Principaux produits exportés :

pétrole, manganése, uranium-métal, hois,

cacao, cafsé, .

Principaux fournisseurs :
France, Allemagne, Etats-Unis, Ttalie,
Bénélux, Espagne.

Principaux clients ; F rance, Etats-Unis,
Pays-Bas, Espagne, Canada.

TRANSPORTS
ET COMMEUNICATIONS

Réseau routier : 7518 km de routes
en 1993, dont 614 km asphaltés.

Réseau ferroviaire :
697 km (Transgabonais).

Voies intérieures navigables : 310 km
sur I'Ogooué desservant Port-Gentil,
Lambaréné, Ndjolé et Sindara.

Principaux ports : Port-Gentil, Owendo,
Mayumba et Nyanga.

Principaux aéroports : Libreville,
Port-Gentil, Franceville.

Téléphone : 24 000 postes en 1992
(20 pour I 000 habitants).

Jeune Afeigque ol 26 (ne 183 184G )AL war- (996, 5.55.
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ure of
sorship

i

matters of indiflerence as obscenity, and ecumenical co-
operation of religions is in part an efiort to revive a recog-
pition of the “relevance” of religion.

Censorship in its preventive and prohibitive forms con-
tinues, but there is hope that the positive side of censor-
ship will assume a new importance. Statements of op-
posed ideologies are more easily available and an in-
creased interest in understanding them would contribute
1o peace and cooperation among diverse political and
economic systems. The availability of great books in
paperback editions could lay the foundations of a world
culture in which the aris and sciences contribute to the
appreciation of values across cultural and subject-matter
lines. The eternal law governing the movements of
things, thoughts, aspirations, and arts reappears from
time 1o time, despite the obscurities which have been
thrown over it by the dogmatisms and skepticisms of
religion, politics, science, and culture. The positive form
of censorship depends on the availability of information,
art, and ideas; on an alert and well-grounded interest in
considering, appreciating, and understanding them; on
circumstances that stimulate their expression and produc-
tion; and on confidence in the possibility of sympathy
and understanding as restraints on prejudice and dis-
crimination, so making the pursuit of common interests
and values possible. The old censorships will continue
and will provide stimulation for the new censorship, if it
emerges, for it will not be a2 new imposition but a new
actualization of equality of opportunity for self-realiza-
tion and for education in common values.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. In antiquity, censorship was advocated by
philosophers, debated by orators, institutionalized by states-
men and jurists, and practiced by conguerors of cities and
upholders of traditions; see EDWARD A. PARSONS, The Alex-
andrian Library, Glory of the Hellenic World: Its Rise,
Antiquities, and Destructions (1852).

The ancient monotheistic religions, the religions of the
“books,” like the ancient libraries, prepared lists, or canons,
or indexes of genuine and spurious books; or, in the case of
religious indexes, authentic, apocryphal, and banned books.
For the development of the canons and indexes, see HEIN-
RICH DENZINGER and ADOLFUS SCHONMETZER, Enchiridion
Symbolorum, Definitionum et Declarationum de Rebus Fidei
et Morum, 33rd ed. (1965; Eng. trans. of 30th ed., The
Sources of Catholic Dogma, 1957), and, for an interpretation
of the effect of ecclesiastical censorship, GEORGE H. PUTNAM,
The Censorship of the Church of Rome and Its Influence
upon the Production and Distribution of Literature, 2 vol.
(1906). After the 16th century, science joined philosophy
and theology as sources of error to inquisition and censor-
ship: ANDREW D. WHITE, 4 History of the Warfare of Science
with Theology in Christendom (1896); GEORGE G. COULTON,
Inquisition and Liberty (1938); JOSEPH M. PERNICONE, The
Ecclesiastical Prohibition of Books (1932).

In the West, censorship was applied to literature and the
stage from the time of the Greeks. See JOHN MCCORMICK and
MAIRI MACINNES (eds.), Versions of Censorship (1962);
ALEC CRAIG, The Banned Books of England and Qther Coun-
tries: A Study of the Conception of Literary Obscenity
(1962); ANNE L. HAIGHT, Banned Books, 2nd ed. (1955);
w.M. DANIELS (ed.}, The Censorship of , Books (1954);
EDWARD DE GRAZIA, Censorship Landmarks (1969); H. MONT-
GOMERY HYDE, A History of Pornography (1964); ELMER E.
sMEAD, Freedom of Speech by Radio and Television (1959);
and also IRA H. CARMEN, Movies, Censorship and the Law
(1966). .

Political censorship, likewise, has teken different forms in
different times and cultures: LEONARD W. LEVY, Legacy of
Suppression: Freedom of Speech and Press in Early American
History (1960); ROBERT B. DOWNs (ed.), The First Freedom:
Liberty and Justice in the World of Books and Reading
(1960); HAROLD L. CROSS, The People’s Right to Know (1953);
JAMES R. WIGGINS, Freedom or Secrecy, rev. ed., (1964);
RALPH E. MccoY, Freedom of the Press: An Annotated Bib-
liography (1968); JACK NELSON and GENE ROBERTS, JR, The
Censors and the Schools (1963); HAROLD sWaYZE, Political
Control of Litcrature in the USSR, 19461959 (1962); PETER
COLEMAN, Obscenity, Blasphemy, Sedition: Censorship in
Australia (1962); LIN YU-T'ANG, A History of the Press and
Public Opinion in China (1936).

Problems of censorship—of repression, suppression, and
control-—are treated, more and more, as problems of human
rights and freedoms: MILTON R. KONvITZ, Fundamental Liber-
ties of o Free People (1957); HARRY STREET, Freedom, the

Individual and the Law (1963); DERRICK SINGTON, Freedom
of Communication (1963); RICHARD MCKEON, ROBERT K.
MERTON, and WALTER GELLHORN, The Freedom to Read
(1957).

(R.McK.)

Central Africa, History of

In this article, Central Africa includes what is now the
Central African Republic, Gabon, Congo (Brazzaville),
and Zaire (former Democratic Republic of the Congo).
The article is divided into the following sections:

1. Developments to the 19th century
Early inhabitants
Central Africa, 14th~19th centuries
The Bantu states
Portuguese contacts
Unifying influences
II. From the 19th century to the present
European penetration in the 19th century
European exploration
The African enterprises of Leopold I
The Central African colonies
The Belgian Congo and its northern periphery
The French colonies
The republics
Republic of Zaire
The Central African Republic
The People’s Republic of the Congo
(Congo [Brazzaville])
The Gabon Republic

1. Developments to the 19th century
EARLY INHABITANTS

The evolution of man in Central Africa is closely as-
sociated with the development of the skill of toolmaking
and with climatic factors. Most of Central Africa con-
sists of woodland and grass savanna, and it would seem
that the reasons ihis environment gave rise to stone and
pebble toolmaking are cradled in economic and social
necessity.

The long dry season of the savanna combined with cli-
matic deterioration to induce the small and very defense-
jess hominids to develop ways of supplementing their
sources of vegetable foods; this, it is thought, is the rea-
son for the resort to eating the flesh of such small ani-
mals as could be caught, and this demanded the develop-
ment of some sharp cutting tool. Such a tool was neces-
sary in order, for example, to open the skin of an antelope
and could at the same time be used to point sticks for
digging and even for attack and defense. The most de-
taited knowledge of the development of prehistoric cul-
tural patterns depends heavily on the unique evolutionary
sequence laid bare by the British archaeologists L.S.B.
Leakey and his wife in the Olduvai Gorge in northern
Tanganyika, outside Central Africa; but inductive rea-
soning provides substantial evidence that toolmaking
spread through most of Central Africa (and, indeed,
through western Europe and certain other parts of the
world) to form the so-called Chelles-Acheul, or hand-ax,
culture. The latter term is derived from the most com-~
mon type of tool, which was shaped rather like a hand
seen in silhouette.

In the second half of the hand-ax culture (the Acheule-
an) there 100k place a population movement into hitherto
uninhabited areas, while Acheulian man developed larger
and more varied stone tools. At the very end of Acheu-
lian times, perhaps between 50,000 and 60,000 years ago,
man in Central Africa first became a regular user of fire,
probably as a response to the climate becoming cooler
and wetter, This, in turn, made possible further expan-
sion into areas hitherto unpeopled, and the resulting more
sophisticated culture, the Sangoan, became dominant
throughout most of Central Africa, In the words of the
British archaeologist J. Desmond Clark,

For the first time Man now began to occupy caves and rock

shelters &s regular homes, for, with his control of fire, these

provided safe and more comfortable living-quarters. Fur-
thermore, because of the regulation of the seasonal move-
ments of the bands and the use of efficient carrying devices

[both of which can be deduced from African Early Stone

Apge sites], he couid now afford to stay in one place for much
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NEW CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA, Washington 1967(Reprint 1981). vol: VI, 5. 284  DN: 42267

Jar handle from Gabaon inscribed with the name of the
place, 7th century B.C.

GABON, a republic on the Atlantic Ocean in west
central Africa, 103,089 square miles in area. Almost the
whole country is covered by equatorial forest. Gabon
was a territory in French Equatorial Africa from 1910,
as were *Chad, the *Central African Republic, and the
*Congo Republic (Brazzaville) until it became inde-
péndent in 1960. It is bordered by *Rio Muni,
*Cameroon, the Congo Republic (Brazzaville), and
the Atlantic. *Libreville (population 31,000) is the
capital. The president is elected for 7 years, and a
national assembly, for 5 years by universal suffrage.
French is the official language. Most of the population of
450,000 is Bantu. There are 214,000 Catholics (87
priests and 131 sisters).

The Portuguese discovered the coast of Gabon c.
1400. The French founded posts at the mouth of the
Gabon (1839, 1842) to stop the slave trade, and in
1849 Libreville was founded by French merchants from
Senegal with freed slaves settled on a model plantation.
Evangelization of the interior began in 1881 with the
Mission of Lambaréné on the lower Ogooué River,
which drains most of Gabon. Missions were founded at
N’'Djolé and Franceville in 1897 and at Sindara in 1899.
Nine missions were founded in 1925.

Bishop Edward *Barron, an American and the first
vicar apostolic of the Two Guineas (1842), withdrew
from Africa in 1845. This huge Vicariate of Upper and
Lower Guinea and Sierra Leone, called Gabon (1863)
and Libreville (1947), originally comprised all west
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Africa from Senegal to the Orange River (except
*Luanda), with no fixed inland borders. From it were
detached all later ecclesiastical jurisdictions of west
Africa: the Prefecture of *Fernando Po (1855) and the
Vicariates of *Sierra Leone (1858); *Dahomey
(1860); Senegambia, now *Dakar (1863); the Congo
(1865); the Gold and *Ivory Coasts, now *Cape Coast
and *Abidjan {1879); Upper Niger, now Benin City
in *Nigeria (1884); the French Congo (1886); the
Lower Niger, now *Onitsha (1889); and Cameroon,
now *Yaoundé (1890). The Vicariate of Libreville be-
came a diocese suffragan to *Brazzaville in 1955. In
1958 the suffragan See of Mouila was detached from
Libreville, which became an archdiocese. Remy Bes-
sieux, a Holy Ghost Father in Gabon (1844-76), be-
came the second vicar apostolic in 1849. The first Gabon
bishop, Frangois Ndong, was auxiliary bishop of Libre-
ville (1961).

American Protestants established a mission near
Libreville in 1841; revived by Presbyterians in 1870,
it founded other missions with aid from French Prot-
estants. In 1913 Albert Schweitzer revived the mission
at Lambaréné (1876). Samuel Galley translated the
New Testament (1925) and the whole Bible (1952)
into the native Fang language.

Bibliography: MissCattol 129-130. G. ROMMERSKIRCHEN, Enc
Catt 6:1298-1300. Bilan du Monde 2:398-401.
[3.LE gaLL]

GABRIEL, ARCHANGEL

Gabriel is mentioned four times in the Bible (Dn
8.16;9.21; Lk 1.19, 26). In the Book of *Daniel he is
the angel sent to explain to Daniel the meaning of his
visions. In Luke’s Gospel he is the angel who foretells
to Zachary that he is to have a son (John the Baptist)
and announces to Mary the coming birth of her Son
Jesus. His name in Hebrew (gabri’él) means “hero of
God.”

To Daniel, Gabriel appeared as “a manlike figure”
(8.15). On another occasion “a hand touched” Daniel
and raised him from his faint to a posture on hands
and knees, and addressed him as “Daniel beloved” (10.9~
12); presumably this also was Gabriel. Gabriel came
to Daniel “in rapid flight” (9.21), though there is no
explicit mention of wings. To *Zachary Gabriel ap-
peared also in the form of a man standing and speak-
ing (Lk 1.11, 13). Though there is no advertence to
the form of the angel in his visit to Mary, the pericope
(Lk 1.26-38) asserts personal identity between Mary’s
visitor and Zachary’s and presumes identical appearance.

In Daniel, ch. 8 to 10, the seer is professedly seeing
visions; and in 10.7-8, the author asserts, “I alone,
Daniel, saw the vision”; the men who were with him
fled “although they did not see the vision.” The objec-
tivity of the appearances of Gabriel is not asserted, The
internal and subjective character of these visions is quite
possible. Moreover, Luke was not witness of either
visitation of Gabriel that he records, and it is possible
that he is using the literary form of haggadic *midrash,
with his mind dwelling on the striking parallels existing
between Daniel’s visitation and Luke’s own meditations
on God’s announcements to Zachary and to Mary of
the impending parenthood of each.

Despite the scholarly doubts about the objective
reality of Gabriel, Christian devotion venerates him as
an archangel, a title never given him in the Bible,
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1.
. République de I'Azerbaijan
_Etat Islamigue de I'Afghanistan
. République de rAlbanie

LISTE DES ETATS MEMBRES ET OBSERVATEURS
DE L'ORGANISATION DE LA CONFERENCE ISLAMIQUE

Royaume Hachémite de Jordanie

L'Etat des Emirats Arabes Unis

. République de ndonesie

. République d'Quganda

, République Islamique d'iran

. République Islamique du Pakistan

. L'Etat du Bahrein

. Brunel Darussalam

. Burkina Faso

. Républigue Populaire du Bangladesh
. République du Bénin

. République de Turquie

. République du Tehad

. République de Turkmenistan

. République de Tunisie

. République de Tajikistan

. République GAbonaise

République de la Gambie

. Républigue Algérienne Democratique et Populaire
. République Féderale Islaique des Comores
. République de Djibouti

. Royaume d'Arabie Saocudite

. République du Sénégal

. République du Soudan

. République Arabe Syrienne

. République de Sierra Leone

. République Démocratique de Somalie
. République d'lraq ’

. Le Sultanat d'Oman

. République de Guinee

. République de Guinée-Bissau

. L'Etat de Palestine

. République de Kyrgyztan

. L'Etat de Qatar

République du Camaroun

. L'Etat du Kowaeit

. République du Liban

. République Arabe Libyenne Socialiste et Populaire
République des Maldives

. République du Mali

. Malaisie

. République Arabe d'Egypte

. Royaume du Maroc

. République Islamique de Mauritanie
. République du Mozambique

. Républigue du Niger

. Républiqus Fédérale du Nigéna

. Répubtique du Yémen

National Day
25th MAY 1946

2th DECEMBER 1971

g OCTOBER 1962

15th AUGUST 1971
5th AUGUST 1960

15th AUGUST 19880
29th QCTOBER 1823
11th AUGUST 1960

20th MARCH 1956

17th AUGUST 1660
18th FEBRUARY 1965
3ih JULY 1962

27th JUNE 1960

4th AVRIL 1960

18th JANUARY 1956
28th SEPTEMBER 1941
27th APRIL 1861

- 26th JUNE 1960

14 JULY 1968

20th DECEMBER 1951
268th SEPTEMBER 1958
10th SEPTEMBER 1974
12th SEPTEMBER 1993

3 SEPTEMBER 1971
16th JANUARY 1960

19 JUNE 1961

22th NOVEMBER 1943
16th SEPTEMBER 1969

20th JUNE 1960

23th JULY 1962

2th MARCH 1956

28th NOVEMBER 1960
25th JUNE 1975

3th AUGUST 1960
15th OCTOBER 1960
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i3 Futures

~ him in futures is not of suitable grade and guality to meet

The
specula-
tor’s role
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the obligations of the forward sale. Quite often, therefore,
he may sell his futures contract and purchase raw materi-
al of the grade needed. I the spot price of the raw
material moves unfavourably relative to the price of the
processed good sold forward by him, the long hedger
actually increases the risk by buying futures instead of
buying the raw material in the cash market. Long hedg-
ing, vunlike short hedging, may serve to increase risk, and
the total risk on long hedging increases with the size of
the commitment.

The volume of short hedging tends to be large when
stocks in commercial hands are large and when the cash
price is below the futures price; a reversal in this situation
brings a decline. Conversely, the volume of long hedging
is Jarge when stocks are small and the cash price is above
the futures price. Short hedging has a marked seasonal
pattern, reaching a peak when commercial stocks are
largest and the basis is favourable and then declining as
the season advances. The seasonal pattern is less marked
in long hedging. Generally there is an excess of short over
long hedging during the bulk of the crop year.

Apart from hedgers, the futures market includes specula-
tors, and these can also be classified in two categories,
namely, long and short speculators, The long speculators
are those who expect the price to rise above the current
level and assume risks by purchasing futures contracts.
Short speculators are those who expect the price to fall,
They sell futures contracts. In a futures market the total
short selling position, made up of short hedgers and short
speculators, and the total long buying position, made up
of long hedgers and long speculators, must always be
equal. Any excess of short over long hedging must be
balanced by an equal excess of long over short specula-
tion. Since short hedging exceeds long hedging for most of
the crop year, hedgers are generally short and speculators,
therefore, are generally long.

Futures markets have flourished and become important
in commodities where sizeable inventories have to be
stored and carried forward for meeting the consumption
needs of the entire season. Successful futures trading
requires a large volume with low transaction costs and
that spot and futures prices be well correlated in order to
make hedging effective,

IMPORTANT FUTURES MARKETS

Based on the number and volume of commodities in
which active futures trading exists, the United States
occupies first place. The Chicago Board of Trade, the
largest of the world’s futures markets in terms of volume
and value of business, is the centre for trading in wheat,
corn, oats, rye, soybeans, soybean oil, and soybean meal.
About' 30 commodities in all are traded on organized
exchanges in the United States. The wheat market in
Minneapolis, the cotton and wool markets in New York
City, and the markets in frozen pork bellies and live hogs
in the midwestern United States are among them. The
number of commodities in which futures trading takes
place are far fewer outside the United States.

There are futures markets for wool in London, Paris,
and Sydney; for cotton in Liverpool and Bombay; for
sugar in London and Paris; for jute goods in Calcutta;
for black pepper in Cochin, India; and for turmeric in
Sangli, India. As a result of government controls on
futures markets and also of international commodity
agreements, the volume of futures trading in several coun-
tries has been adversely affected, The commodity markets
in Burope, with few exceptions, have been dormant since
the end of World War I1. Many of the Indian commodity
markets, such as those in gur, jute, and oilseeds, which
were once active, have met the same fate. The recurrent
arguments in the United States, India, and elsewhere
against the futures markets are that they encourage specu-
lation and that the participation of speculators causes
price instability, These arguments have led to the demand
that markets be controlled or prohibited from functioning.
To refute such allegations requires a comparison between
price variations in the presence and absence of specula-
tion, which is impossible for commodities that have fu-

O

tures markets, since it is not meaningful io say for these
markets what the price would have been in the absence of
speculation.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. An extensive summary of available work
on commodities and futures trading is provided by JAMES B,
woy, Commodities Futures Trading: A Bibliographic Guide
(1976). Recent work on the specific methods and rules of the
major world exchanges is included in BRIAN REIDY and JOHN
EDWARDS, Guide to World Commodity Markets, 2nd ed. (1979),
Basic works on commodity futures trading include GERALD
GOLD, Modern Commodity Futures Trading, 4th ed., rev. (1966,
© 1959); BRUCE 6. GOULD, The Dow-Jones-Irwin Guide to
Commodities Trading (1973); and RALPH M. AINSWORTH, Basic
Principles of Commodity Futures Speculation (1979). Legal as-
pects of futures trading are addressed in the Corporate Law
& Practice Handbook Series, Commodities and Futures Trad.-
ing, 1977 (1977). G. BLAU, “Some Aspects of the Theory of
Futures Trading,” Rev. Econ. Swud,, 12:1-30 (1944-45), a dis-
cussion of the purpose and organization of futures markets,
reasons for carrying commodities over time, the relation be-
tween cash and futures prices, and the role of arbitrage; m.».
BRENNAN, “The Supply of Storage,” American Economic Re-
view, 48:50-72 (1958), theory of supply of storage in relation
to risk prerelum; P.H. COOTNER, “Speculation and Hedging”
Food Res. Inst. Stud., suppl. to vol. 7, pp. 65-105 (1967),
theory and practice of hedging and speculation; R.W, GRay,
“The Search For a Risk Premium,” J. Polit. Economy, 69:250~
260 (1961), surveys empirical tests of the Keynes-Hicks
hypothesis; 1R, HICKs, Value and Capital, 2nd ed., pp. 135~
142 (1946), theory of “normal backwardation” also known as
the Keynes-Hicks hypothesis; H.5. HOUTHAKKER, “Scope and
Limits of Futures Trading,” in The Allocation of Economic
Resources, pp. 134-159 (1959), discussion of the nature of
uncertainty faced by individuals and groups, cash and futures
markets, futures trading and hedging, and conditions of fu-
tures trading; “Can Speculators Forecast Prices? Rev. Econ.
and Statistics, 39:143-151 (1957), empirical study of profits
and Jjosses for large speculators, large hedgers, and small
traders in the U.S.; 1.M. KEYNES, A Treatise on Money, vol. 2
(1930), pp. 142-144, theory of “normal backwardation” for-
mulated by Keynes; C.5. ROCKWELL, “Normal Backwardation,
Forecasting and the Returns to Commodity Futures Traders,”
Food Res. Inst. Stwud., suppl. to vol. 7, pp. 107-130 (1967),
empirical evidence on the returns to futures traders in large
and small markets; L.G. TELSER, “Futures Trading and the
Storage of Cotton and Wheat,” J. Polit. Econowmy, 66:233-255
(1938), theory of storage in futures markets; “The Supply of
Speculative Services in Wheat, Corn and Soybeans,” Food
Res. Inst, Stud., suppl. to vol. 7, pp. 131-176 (1967), empirical
investigation of returns to speculators and hedgers in the
wheat, corn, and soybeans markets in the U.S.; H. WORKING,
“Theory of the Inverse Carrying Charge in Futures Markets,”
J. Farm Econ., 30:1-28 (1948), theory of inverse carrying
charge seeking to explain futures market conditions when
deferred futures are below the price of near futures, and
futures price is below the spot price; “Futures Trading and
Hedging,” Am. Econ. Rev., 43:314-343 (1953), theory that
hedging is done for a variety of different reasons and not for
reducing risk alone; and “New Concepis Concerning Futures
Markets and Prices,” Am. Econ. Rev., 52:431-459 (1962), new
concepts relating to futures markets that describe the role of
hedging and the functions of futures markets.

(L.SV)

Gabon

The Gabonese Republic (République Gabonaise), on the
west coast of Africa, sits astride the Equator, with a total
area estimated at 103,347 square miles (267,667 square
kilometres) and a population early in the 1980s estirated
variously from 600,000 to 1,400,000, The republic is bor-
dered by the Atlantic Ocean to the west, Equatorial
Guinea and Cameroon to the north, and the People’s
Republic of the Congo to the south and east. The istand
state of Sdo Tomé e Principe is situated off the coast.
Gabon’s capital has always been Libreville (or Freetown),
named for the freed slaves who landed there after 1849.
Although it has been independent since 1960, Gabon—
formerly one of the four colonies comprising French
Equatorial Africa-~has retained close economic, political,
and cultural ties with France. One indication of this i3
that the French expatriate population has risen from
about 6,000 in 1960 to more than 40,000 in 1980. France
also purchases about 16 percent of Gabon's output of
manganese and is sole purchaser of wranium from the
country’s mines. Gabon purchases more than 68 percent




REVIEWS 573

THE GABON COAST IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Un Peuple Gabonais a I' Aube de la Colonisation : le Bas Ogowe au XIX* Siécle. By
JoserH am BouroUE-AvaRro, Paris: Editions Karthala and Centre de Recherches
Africaines, 1981. Pp. 285. ¢8F.

The Myene-speaking peoples of coastal Gabon are now among the most
studied group in West-Central Africa. Only the Kongo kingdom and, perhaps, the
Mbundu have received as much attention. The older works of Raponda-Walker,
Gautier and Deschamps have been the take-off point for those of the 1960s and
1970s which include not only published monographs such as those by Brunschwig,
Cogquery-Vidrovitch, M’Bokolo and Patterson but also many articles and unpub-
lished theses, several of which have been written by scholars from Gabon at French
universities. It is in this context that the work by Joseph Ambouroue-Avaro
should be read and appreciated. Written as a doctoral thesis at the University of
Paris in 1969, it has now been published over a decade later in its original, unrevised
form. It inaugurates a new collection of monographs to be published by the Centre
de Recherches Africaines in collaboration with UNESCO. The reasons why this
particular work has been chosen for publication at this point in time seem to be
two-fold. First, it is a posthumous tribute to Professor Avaro who died in tragic
circumstances in his lower Ogowe homeland in 1978. Yves Person, in the
introduction, acknowledges Joseph Avaro as one of the first generation of modern
African historians. Secondly, Professor Person suggests that Avaro’s work has been
the basis for subsequent research into coastal Gabon history and that, although
many of the details have been filled in, the basic picture of lower Ogowe societies
remains unchanged.

This comment is most appropriate for the first two sections of the book where
Avaro attempts to reconstruct lower Ogowe societies before the advent of Euro-
peans. Some hundred pages are given over to an anthropological account of ecology
and social organisation, the economy and cosmology. Section three is entitled ‘the
lower Ogowe since the whites’ and is mainly concerned with the consequences of
European trading activities and, ultimately, occupation. Here, Avaro can fill in few
of the details before the 1850s, and even after that the information is very sketchy
with the exception of the discussion on the rise and decline of the Orungu state.
Altogether, one is left with an overall sense of a fragmented history. Details on
individual rulers, treaties, the slave trade and exploration are not tied together
sufficiently to give a strong sense of sequential change and chronological
development.

It may be argued that Avaro did the best that he could given the sources that
were available to him at the time. In the 1970s, however, new sources have come
to light for the history of Gabon which have helped to produce accounts that not
only fill in the details but greatly add to our understanding of the processes of
historical change on the lower Ogowe. David Patterson, in particular, used English
and Portuguese documents as well as king-lists published by Raponda-Walker, but
not used by Avaro for the period before 1800, to reconstruct the early period of
European-African relations, For the nineteenth century, both Patterson and Henry
Bucher, who has written extensively on the Mpongwe of the Gabon estuary, found
English and American commercial, naval and missionary records to be a mine of
information. The thesis of Frangois Gaulme on the Nkomi has also added to our
knowledge of historical developments on the southern Gabon coast.

Yves Person in his introduction has gone some way towards updating Avaro’s
account by pointing out some of the recent research and there are also scattered
attempts to update footnotes. A bibliography is appended which lists some of the

3y
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original thesis was researched during the late 19695 in Ugandza and presented in
1973; it was thus mostly composed before 1di Amln’§ rrpsrule in Uganda focusefl
global attention upon Nubians as one of Amin’s principal s.\{pport:groups. It is
therefore especially interesting to note Dr Soghayroun’s definition of Nubianness
uring the late 1960s: ‘
¢ nlrgl the local \?ernacular Sudanese Arabic is called ‘ Lunubi’. Lunubi language
is a variation of the Arabic language proper, but has been highly afdultera_ted
by borrowing from Kiswahili and some few v&l'ord.s from various trlb.al
languages. It serves as the one means of communication amongst all Nubis.
In fact, this has developed into a Kinubi cultural system. The trxb'es t.hat are
converted to Islam by Nubi proselytisers all know Lunubi aqd w1.th it Nubt
cultural patterns such as dress, food and association with Nubi fesnvl_t:es, ‘etc.
In West Nile Lunubi serves as the common language of the many Muslim tribes
(p. 162, n. 51). o
Both author and publisher are to be congratulated f:?r bringing out such a
stimulating and informative study of Ugandan Islam, of interest toa wide range

of scholars.

Institute of Commonwealth Studies, London MICHAEL TWADDLE

MIGRANT LABOUR IN KENYA

Migrant Labour in Kenya : Capitalism and African Response, 1895-1975. By SHarON
SticuTeR. London: Longman, 1982. Pp. xiii+210. £6.95 (soft covers). :

1s there room for yet another contribution to Kenya’s labour history, espe'cially
one which aims at broad overview rather than detailed exploration of ‘particular
topics? The answer must on balance be ‘Yes’. Sharon Stichtt?r presents here, on
the foundations of her Columbia University doctoral dissertation, a clear and well
organized account of the rise and decline of the migratory labourv system. Her book,
admirably concise, less involved than Clayton and Savage with tl}e day-to-day
concerns of government labour policy, and drawing upon the flowering of Kenyan
historiography which occurred in the 1970s, can be recommended to the general
and student reader as an up-to-date and sympathetic¢ introduction to the the.me.
Concepts like ‘peripheral capitalism’ and ‘articulation of modes of proéuctlon’
do not intrude too far, and if the sociologist in Dr Stichter breaks out occasionally=
notably in a discussion of the alternatives to an emergent.migratqry lab.our system
which employs a priori reasoning to the neglect of historical realities—1in the main
the work is empirically based with a strong chronological. framework. k

The ‘growth and subsequent modification.. .of the migrant labour economy
is seen as proceeding through four phases: (1) the initial.phase\of terntonal‘
conquest, in which tribute labour was secured for administrative purposes;‘(z) the
phase of the establishment of the migrant labour system (1_903—{92 5), when ‘labour
participation had to be imposed through a structure of incentives and pressures
founded in the last analysis on state coercion’ (p. xii); (3) the phase of consolidation,
growth and emergence of contradictions (1925-55), whep the European-owned
estate sector and the African peasant sector conflicted in labour and prf)(.:luce
markets; and (4) the post-migrant phase from the mid-1950’s, v.vhen political/
structural crisis produced a transition to more full-time labour and higher wages. In
the further elaboration of this analysis, there is little that is wholly novel or even
contentious. The most original proposition is probably that ‘the limit of

. ) -
" simultaneous expansion of the African and European sectors was reached’ in 1925

(p. 74) and that stagnation consequently set in in African agriculture, but this is
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wraditional religion remains mere impoerant 0 urban dwellers 1han | make it ou
ta'be. (Setiloane 1o Sc fieleers, 19 May 1987) My point, however, is not char
traditional religion as’ 4 wholé has become irrelevant in the black townships, but
haf those elespents in iraditional religion, which are tied up with a rusal economy
‘and a rural social st crure, have becore irrclevant since mos of ﬂm :Sffﬁﬁnd
gcmmuars mwpdwellcrs have no experience of rural life.
.. Hastings, “Medxums, Martyss and Morals™, '
L Haxungx, Med;ums* Man}rm and Morals”’, pp. 6-7.
- 62 8ee e Kaja Fipkler, *The Social Consequence of Wellness: A View of
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LE MOUVEMENT OEGL
DANS LA RELIGION
AU GABQM

PAR"

STANISLAW 5W{

{Université d’(_f;)uaw&

I:z.tmdm!xaﬂ : 1
Au Gabon, au début du XX-2me sie _4:

glon syncreuque le Bouiti, en 3dapt 1

et la formation d'une ncuveﬂe rehglom par 1& syncrétisau‘n
cersc rejagian fe Boum transparznsspnt en ﬂffct :

leurs croyances, leurs prauquﬁs rehgieugsea et ieurs aspx. tions
psycho-sociologiques et politiques, de r,ticmt.m.ﬁ d uplc -d
Ngoumié, fondateurs du culie du Bou,u et enﬁn des t:iémew
la religion chréiienne, en particulier de la htu(gm cgt,bohqu‘i! =
tant que conglomerat de formes religicuses diverses le Bouiti ‘pp
raft suriout comme sympiomatique des besomsnactucl dg:s uplles
récemment devenus indépendants. AR Ee i »
Dans I'histoire du Bouit chez les F&ng on peut dce:eier di ére 1
tes sortes de besoins tant spirituels que culturels. Ainsi dansl ﬁxdd -
tation du culte des ancétres, le Bouid, les Fang se soucxaxen tout

d’abord de remplacer la langue hiurgique Lra.dxt:onnclle, le po é na;

popé, par lalangue vernaculaire, le fax“gg Ensuite, Llfﬁ?v 4jrom-

pre avec la structure de ce culte qui leur semblaxt trop Tl ‘dq t
incompréhensible. Les réformateurs et les guides spzmuc&s om
donc élaboré, chacun 4 sa maniére, des formes cuhuel}cs lr:s
individualisant et en les personnalisant ce qui par voie de jon

quence a conduit a des séparations, des divisions et ‘des subdz i-
sions, créani une multitude de sectes et de groupes boum:i‘tcs
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RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

Muslims in Gabon, West Africa
Omar Hassan Kasule

Introduction

Gubon is an African country. a former French colony, with a population of

about 1 million pcoplg It has oil and mineral resources that make it one of the
richest countries in Africa with also the highest per capita GDP south of the
Sahara. [t is noted for its poli[iml stability and pmg;matic econormic policies.
M)out 60% of the population is Christian and 40% follow traditional religions.

"he Catholics are the predominant religious group making up 42% of the popu-
lauon There are Protestant denominations as well. Muslims form a very small
minority of less than 1%. But various factors discussed below muke the study
of this small minority a very interesting and instructive endeavor.

Physical Features
Gabon lies astride the Equator bordered in the north by equatorial Guinea and
Cumeroon, in the east and south by Congo, and in the west by the Atlantu
Ocean with an 800km coastline. The country covers an area of 266,024km.” Tt
has a climate characterised by uniformly high temperatures and humidity. The
mean annual rainfall varies from 130 to 300cm. December and January are rela-
tively dry months but precipitation is heav y the rest of the year. Most of the
country (85%) is covered by equatorial rain forests. Grassland vegetation is
restricted to the coastal sand zone of Port Gentil.

Cretaceous sedimentary rocks near the coast yield oil. The interior consists
of precambrian rocks. This area is one of the most mineralised regions of Africa
and yields iron ore, manganese and uranium.

Population

Gabon is one of the least populated countries in Ai’ricu [t has an estimated
population of 1,050,000 with an annual growth rate of 1. 7% per year. This
small populauon has led to labour shortage which is a major obstacle in
economic development. Population density is low but varies from area to are.

The central part of the country and the south-cust have low populations. Relu-
tively high density is tound in the north (Wolev Ntem). the coastal zone and the
Ngounie valley.

Archeological evidence indicates that Gabon was inhabited since prehistoric
times but little is known about these ancient civilisations. Whatis known is that
about 7,000 years ago, the pygmies started moving southward from the Sahara
region. They were followed into Gabon by the Bantu-speaking peoples. The
Bantu migration extended over atong period of time and as they progressed the
pygmies of Gabon retreated further into the forests. There were subsequently
several displacements of ethnic groups.

Today, almost all the Gubonese are Bantu in origin. There are at present
about 40 ethnic groups inhabiting the country, the largest of these are the Fon.
Other significant ones are: the Eshira, Baponou. Bateke, Okande. etc. Ethnic
boundaries are less well defined than elsewhere in Africa and there has been
much inter-ethnic mixing.

There are a large number of French nationals in the country at present. In
fact it is said that there are more French nationals in Gabon now than there
were in colonial times. France still maintains two military bases in the country.
There are several other nationalities resident for work purposes in the country.
They represent almost all countries of West and Central Africa: Senegal, Mali
Guinea, tvory Coast, Benin, Togo, Cameroon, Chad, Congo and kquatorml
Guinea.

Gabon, like other African countries, has witnessed large scale migration
from the rural to the urban areas. This process is still continuing and new cities
are coming up. The population of Libreville, the capital has risen from 105.000
in 1970 to 731 400 in 1980. Other large urban centers are Port Gentil (73.000).
Franceville (28,625), and Moanda (23,000). Approximately, 30% of the popu-
lation resides in urban areas.

Economy

Gabon has a strong economy based mainly on oil and mineral exports. In 1950,
for which figures are available, oil production was 8,895,000 tonnes (and
declining; in 1976 it produced 11,325,000 tonnes) and natural gas, more thun
300,000,000 cubic metres annually. Mineral production in the same year was
manganese (2,163,000 tonnes) and uranium (1,033 tonnes). The country also
produced 2,935 tonnes of cocoa, 522 tonnes of coffee and 134,150 tonnes of
sugar canc. Approximately, half a million tonnes of fish were caught off the
coastal waters and its rich forests producted 526,763 tonnes of timber. Exporis
for the year were 523.9 milliard CFA Francs, however, of this 93% constituted
raw unprocessed materials. Nevertheless, the country had a positive balance of
payment to the tune of 348.9 milliards CFA Francs. Gabon’s main trading
partners are France and other Western countries.

Education

Education in Gabon is universal and obligatory at the elementary level. The
government’s plans include building at least one secondary school as well as
technical training institutes in every region of the country. In the academic year
1980-81 there were 151,700 students in elementary schools, 30,700 in secondary
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LOCATION, CLIMATE, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, FLAG, CAPITAL

The Gabonese Republic is an equatorial country on the west coast of
Africa, with Equatorial Guinea and Cameroon to the north and the
Congo to the south and east. The climate is tropical, with an average
annual temperature of 26°C (79°F) and an average annual rainfall of
2,490 mm (98ins). The official language is French, but Fang (in the
north) and Bantu dialects (in the south) are also widely spoken. About
60% of the population are Christians, mainly Roman Catholics. Most
of the remainder follow animist beliefs. The national flag (proportions
4 by 3) has three equal horizontal stripes, of green, yellow and blue.
The capital is Libreville.

AREA, POPULATION AND DENSITY

Area (sq km) 267,667
Population (census results)

8 October 1960 - May 1961 ‘ 448,564
31 July 1993 (provisional) '
Males 498,710
Females 513,000
Total : 1,011,710
Density (per sq km) at 31 July 1993 3.8
ECONOMY

Monetary‘ Units: 100 centimes = 1 franc (CFA)

Revenue (‘000 million francs CFA)
1992 1993 1994

Petroleum revenue 156.9 157.3 323.5
Profits tax 70.8 57.9 150.3
Royalties 65.0 67.3 1393
Production - Sharing & assets 21.1 321 239
Dividends na. na 100
Non-Petroleum revenue 182.6 189.6 221.2
Tax revenue 169.1 1809 210.5
Taxes on income and net profits 455 445 584
Profits tax - 206 18.1 25.0
Individual income tax- ~ 229 240 304
Taxes on goods and services 533 550 584
Turnover tax 23.9 25.0 345
Taxes on transactions 76 88 103
Taxes on refined petroleum products 133 123 62
Taxes on international trade and transactions 65.8 733 873
Import duties . 618 66.1 753
Export duties  « 40 72 120
Other revenue * 135 87 107
Total N 339.5 347.0 5447

International Reserves (US $ million at 31 December)
1993 1994 1995

Gold 5.11 4.85 4.95
IMF special drawing rights 003 0.25 n.a.
Reserve position in IMF 0.07 008 0.08
Foreign exchange 0.64 174.86 148.01
Total 5.86 180.04 n.a.
EDUCATION
(1991)

Pupils
Pre-primary Institutions  Teachers Males Females  Total
Primary 9 37 465 485 950
Secondary: 1,024 47782 105,819 104,181 210,000
General n.a. 1,356 n.a. na. 42871
Vocational n.a. 476 n.a. na 8,477
Teacher training oona 284 2422 2963 5385
University level 2 299 2,148 852 3,000
Other higher n.a. 257 864 247 1111
GOVERNMENT

Head Of State: President

Political Divisions: Estuaire, Haut-ogooue, Moyen-ogooue. N,Gounie,
Nyange, ogooue-Ivindo, ogooue-lolo, ogooue Maritime, Wolev-N"Temn
Legislature: Consists of 2 houses -National Assembly ( Assembelee
Nationale) composed of 120 members and senate (senat), to be composed
of 91 members.





