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Al-Farabi’s book known as Topica (mawadi‘) has been written as a
commentary on Aristotle’s logical work under the same title. This com-
oo, h mentary regards the principal concepts of the knowledge presented in
oo Proceedfngs of the 25 ‘Cong ress . this book for granted, because the author, following the tradition of the
of L’'Union Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants Neo-platonic school, takes the Topica — unlike Aristotle’s original in-
tention — not for the handbook of dialectic, but for a kind of syllogistic
science. That amounts to saying that the commentary does not treat the
theory of syllogism, demonstration and many other problems, which
were discussed in the previous books of the Organon. Its aim is only to

examine the characteristics of the so-called dialectical syllogism.

The word ‘topica’ has been translated in the Arabic commentaries in
two ways: they used to refer to this book either with the proper transla-
tion of the Greek word fopica as mawadi’, or with the word jadal de-
scribing the content of the work.

~ edited by : In the Neoplatonic tradition, as it is well-known, the meaning of some
books contained in the Organon has got a new interpretation, different

AGOSTINO CILARDO from the one given by Aristotle. In accordance with the intentions of Ar-
istotle, Analytica Priora and Analytica posteriora present the general

" Tirkiye Diyanet Vakfi " theory of syllogism and that of the scientific syllogism, which is at any

{slam Arsgtirmalan Merkezi time and in any case true, whereas the syllogisms treated in the Topica

Kﬁmphancsé ) are only true in most cases. So became Aristotle’s Topica in the Neo-

o : . platonic school-tradition the manual of the dialectical syllogism, where

| Dem Mo: 2.4 Lye 3 the meaning of ‘dialectics’ is not coinciding with the one referred to by

1 808.29 7 ‘ Aristotle in his work. The Sophistici Elenchi, as the last book of the Or-

BN ol ganon in the Peripatetic tradition, treated the theory of the never true or

deceiving syllogism, as it was presented by Aristotle. The Neo-platonic
school, however, ranged Aristotle’s two independent books, the Rhetor-
ica and the Poietica among the books of the Organon as books present-
ing the theory of rhetoric and poetic syllogisms. As a result of this Neo-
platonic reinterpretation of Aristotle’s books the first one appeared as a
theory of syllogisms which are evenly divided as true or false, whereas
the Poietica was presented as the theory of mostly false syllogisms, ~

UTTGEVERIJ PEETERS en DEPARTEMENT OOSTERSE STUDIES which can, however, contain some elements of truth.! .
LEUVEN - PARIS —~ WALPOLE, MA .
2013 ! R. Walzer, ,,Zur Traditionsgeschichte der Aristotelischen Poetik®, in Greek into

Arabic. Essays on Islamic Philosophy, ed. by R. Walzer, Oxford 1963, pp. 129-136.
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Suhrawardi is given to quoting the Theolggy in this vein, and on one occasion he even
assigns the idea to Plato rather than Aristotle—a suggestive slip. He then immedi-
ately goes on to quote, and so to place in dialogue with Plato/ Atistotle/Plotinus, a
famous saying of the Prophet: “God has seventy-seven veils of lights; if they were
taised from before his face, the radiant brightness of his face would incinetate evety-
thing he gazed upon.” :

Tluminationism has durably molded Iranian theological thought, For example,
in his philosophical works Imam Khumayni made oceasional references to the The-
ology of Aristotle, even if his dominant influence was Mull Sadrd. As for al-FirabPs
great successot Ibn Sin (ot Avicenna in Latin; d. 1037), anothet of the Theology’s
readers and commentators, Khumayni much admired his intellectual acuity but in
the end did not regard his Greek philosophy as of much help to those who truly
seek God. The Qur’dn and hadith ate sufficient. “Muslim wisdom and gnosis do niot
come from Greece or the Greeks,” declated Khumayni. To see this, one need only
compate “the books and wiitings of the world’s great philosophets—though theit
knowledge too comes from the soutce of revelation— ... [books] of which the
most elevated and subtle is pethaps the Theology ... of Asistotle” with “the percep-
tions present in the pute tcligion of Islam and in the great Muslim sages and gnos-
tics,” “To detive, then, all wisdom from Gteece, and to deem the Muslim sages fol-
lowets of Gteck wisdom” is to teveal one’s ignorance both of the books of the
Muslim sages and at the same time of the contents of “the Holy Book and the tradi-
tions of the Infallibles [i.c., the Shitite Imams].” “If it wete not for the Qur’an, the
gateway to knowledge of God would be forever closed. Greek philosophy is some-
thing quite different, which is of great value in its own way. It proceeds by argu-
ment, but one does not in that way acquire knowledge. The Prophet’s mission
wrought a great change in the domain of knowledge. The arid philosophies of the
Gteeks ..., which had and still have their merits, have been transformed for the
contemplative masters into an effective gnosis and true contemplation.”

Whatever it loses in compatison with the uminaties of Islamic gnosis, the The-
olngy of Aristotle is still studied in Iran and treated with reverence, though even in the
schools of Qom it is now understood, in line with Eutopean scholarship, that its
doctrines are those of Plotinus, not Aristotle. Given the authotity and influence en-
joyed by those who have received the traditional religious education, it would be
teasonable to claim that Iran is the only place in the wotld today whose public doc-
trine assigns such honor to Greek philosophy, vety much in the spitit in which it
was tead in the latest phase of the ancient tradition, in Alexandria, while taking ac-
count of the adjustments that have had to be made—and which indeed Christian
philosophets such as John Philoponus wete alteady making then—in otder to tec-
oncile the sages of Antiquity with the docttines of sctiptutal monotheism,
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WHAT MAKES AN ORATOR TRUSTWORTHY?
SOME INOTES ON THE TRANSMISSION OF

TLE’S RHETORICIN THE ARABIC WORLD AND
I'Ts INTERPRETATION BY A 1

FREDERIQUE WOERTHER

The interest in Greek philosophy that animated an Arabic-speaking thinket like al-
Farabi (870-950) was not limited to the tenth century. It belonged to a context that
developed in the Middle East as eatly as the fifth centuty CE and floutished later
on, duting the eighth to tenth centuties, as patt of the “Graeco-Asabic translation
movement.”!

"The scholatly cutticulutn of Neoplatonic philosophers included Atistotle’s Ox-
ganon, to which the Rbesoric and Poetics had been added, as a way of helping their
students to read Plato’s.dialogues.? For this teason the first logical treatises of Aris-
totle began to be translated into Sytac to meet the needs of mognastic schools, At
the time philosophy had been reduced to logic alone and was used by the Chutch
fathets only for exegesis and to combat hetesies. The great setles of translations of
Greek scientific and philosophical texts took place later, in the eighth to tenth cen-
tuties, as part of the cultural politics undertaken by the Abbasids in conniection with
the Hellenized Cheistian communities of Sytia. :

Nevertheless, all evidence indicates that the Atabic translation of Aristotle’s
Rbetoric—as evident today in manuscript Aabus 2346 preserved in the BNF in Par-
is—took place before the great “translation movement” of the eighth to tenth cen-
tuties. Pusrthermore, this Atabic translation of the Rbstoric, which is often obscute
and contains many etrors, most likely was produced on the basis of a Sytiac intet-
rnediary. .

This deeply Hellenized context of the tenth century is likely the setting in
which al-Firibi, following his teachers Abd Bishr Matta (d. 940-941) and the Nes-
totian Christian Yuhanna Ibn Haylan (£l eatly tenth century) with whom he studied
logic in Baghdad, began to write his so-called Great Commentary on Atistotle’s
Rietoric, which today is lost. What temains of this work ate only some very short
fragments in Asabic that were cited by other authors, as well as the prologue. 'The
lattet, which circulated on its own at an eatly stage, has been preserved only in a
medieval Latin translation ptoduced by Hermann the Getman (d. 1272, in Toledo)
with the title Didascalia in Rethoticam Aristotelis ex: glosa Alpharabi, witnessed by o sit-
gle manuscript in the BNF in Pats, La#inus 16097. '

The patticular kind of commentaty utilized by al-Fatabi allows us to undet-
stand precisely how certain ideas that belonged to the otiginal context in which they
wete first produced were modified and interpreted. The concept of éthes in Aristo-
tle’s Rhbetoric is one of these ideas.

| Near and Middle Eastern studies at the institute for advanced study, Princeton: 1935-2018,

| edit. Sabine Schmidike, Piscataway : Gorglas Press,

e
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