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answering this question “What is the place of law in the falsafa tradition?” will
require cobbling together remarks on law found within treatments of quite dis-
tinct moral and theoretical problems in the writings of a number of important
philosophers in the Islamic tradition.

, . 11. FARABI

.......................................................................................................................

The philosopher in the Islamic tradition most prominently assgciated with polit-
ical philosophy is undoubtedly Abu Nasr al-Farabi (d. 339/950-1). While it is far
from true-that apart from Farabi “there is no other philosopher who with any
stretch of the imagination can be said to have been a ‘political philosopher;” Farabi
discussed political problems more explicitly and extensively over a greater number
of texts than any other Muslim thinker until Ibn Khaldun.® These texts include The
Principles of the Opinions of the Citizens of the Virtuous City,® Political Governance,'®

7 Dimitri Gutas, “The Study of Arabic Philosophy in the Twentieth Century: An Essay on the
Historiography of Arabic Philosophy;” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (2002): 23.

8 For a general introduction to Farabi, see David C. Reisman, “Al-Farabi and the Philosophical
Curriculum,’ in The Cambridge Companion to Arabic Philosophy eds. Adamson and Taylor. The sec-
ondary literature on Farabi’s political philosophy is quite substantial. Book length studies include
(in addition to Mahdi) Miriam Galston, Politics and Excellence: The Political Philosophy of Alfarabi
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1990); Hans Daiber, The Ruler as Philosopher: A New
Interpretation of al-Farabis View (Amsterdam: North-Holland Pub. Co,, 1986); and Christopher A.
Colmo, Breaking with Athens: Alfarabi as Founder (Lexington Books, 2005). Other important studies
of Farabi’s political philosophy include Patricia Crone, “Al-Farabi’s Imperfect Constitutions”; Dimitri
Gutas, “The Meaning of madaniin al-Farabf's ‘Political’ Philosophy”; and Nelly Lahoud, “Al-Farabi: On
Religion and Philosophy” (all three in Gannagé et al., eds, The Greek Strand in Islamic Political Thought)
as well as Fauzi M. Najjar; “al-Farabi-and Political Science,” The Muslim World 48, no. 2 (1958): 94-103.
If there is a single point of contention in scholarship on Farabi, it is between the view (advanced by
Straussians) that for Farabi politics was the primary science that conditioned his metaphysical and
cosmological doctrines and the contrary view (advanced by most non-Straussian Islamicists) that met-
aphysics and logic were primary for Farabi, and his political philosophy was derivative of his meta-
physically informed psychology.

"9 Abu Nasr al-Farabi, On the Perfect State (Mabadi’ ara’ ahl al-madina al-fadila), Richard Walzer,
ed. and trans. (Chicago, IL: Kazi Publications, 1988) (henceforth: Virtuous City.) For a revisionist inter-
pretation of the structure of this work;-arguing that it should be read as an answer to orthodox works
outlining the principles of theology and creed in Islam, see Ulrich Rudolph, “Reflections on al-Farabi’s,
Mabadf ard ahl al-madina al-fadila) in In The Age of Al-Farabi: Arabic Philosaphy in The Fourth-Tenth
Century, ed. Peter Adamson (London: Warburg Institute, 2008), 1-14.

1 Al-Siyasa al-madaniyya. Trauslated as “The Political Regime” by Charles Butterworth in Medieval
Political Philosophy: A Sourcebook, ed. Joshua Parens and Joseph C. Macfarland, 2nd edn. (Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 2011} and in Alfarabi, The Political Writings, Volume II: “Political Regime”
and “Summary of Plato’s Laws” (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2015) (henceforth: Regime). —
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support this suggestion, one might mention another example of a philosophical work
traces of which survive in the medical literature. This is the Kitab Tadbir al-habald wa-I-
atfal wa-Lsibyan (Book of the Regimen of Pregnant Women and Children) by the tenth-
century author Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Baladi, which quotes Aristotle six
times in the words of Nicolaus from the latter's no longer extant On the Philosophy of
Aristotle.”*

Thus T hope to have plausibly argued for the reception of “Ali ibn Rabban al-
Tabari's Firdaws in philosophical literature being twofold, depending on whether the
Firdaws was perceived as a medical or a philosophical compendium; and to have shown
that a similar attitude nowadays prevents us unjustly from looking at medical com-
pendia such as Ab@i I-Hasan al-TabarTs Mu‘alagat al-Bugratiya to learn about the philo-
sophical culture of a certain period.

A point which is definitely worth further investigation is whether the case of the
Firdaws's reception in the discussed texts may be in any way generalized. That is, can
we assume that there has ever, for example either in a certain milieu or at a certain
period of time, existed a clear distinction between authorities in medicine and in
philosophy? And if so, how may this be reconciled with the prevailing impression that
savants were often equally versed in both disciplines and composed medical as well as
philosophical works?**

154, See Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Baladi, Tadbir al-habald wa-l-atfal wa-l-sibydn wa-hifz
sihlhatihim, ed. M. Qasim Muhammad, Baghdad, 1987. The six passages from the Kitab Falsafat Aristdtalis occur
on pp. 88.12~13, 89.23-90.13, 104.10-20, 121.1-6, 128.3-12, 164.4-10. Nicolaus’s name is consistently changed
by the editor into S-q-&-I-3-w-s or 5-y-q-3-1-4-w-s (at the first occurrence). The identity of this Nicolaus with
Nicolaus of Damnascus (first cen. B.C) is debated. Fazzo, based on the Arabic evidence and especially Ibn
Butlan, suggests as possible author of On the Philosophy of Aristotle a Nicolaus of Laodicea who may have lived
in the fourth century AD. See S. Fazzo, ‘Nicolas, 'auteur du Sommaire de la philosophie d'Aristote, Doutes
sur son identité, sa datation, son origine’, Revue des études grecques 121 (2008), pp. 99-126.

155. The research for this article was made possible by the Swiss National Science Foundation, which
funded the research project Eléments philosophiques et théologiques dans les traditions médicales byzantine et arabe
(156439) at the University at Lausarme led by Christophe Erismanu. 1 would Iike to thank Peter Adamson and
Peter E. Pormann for their valuable and stimulating comments thanks to which this article has much
improved. .
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Cosmic, Corporeal and Civil Regencies:.
Al-FarabT’s Anti-Galenic Defence of Hierarchical Cardiocentrism

Badr el-Fekkak

Tn.his Risdla fi a’dé? al-hayawan (Epistle on the Parts of Animals),’ al-Farabi presents a series of
arguments in defence of Aristotelian physiology and embryology against the criticism
introduced by Galen in On the Usefulness of the Parts, VIIL, 2-5 (hereafter De Usu). Galen's
major complaint in these passages’ concerns Aristotle’s alleged misunderstanding of the
brain’s proper function. Instead of seeing the brain as the seat of the nervous system,
Aristotle attributes to the-brain the role of cooling the excessive heat that is generated
by the heart This dispute is of course related to the debate over the appropriate bodily
site of the soul’s ruling principle or hégemonikén (al-‘udwu al-ra’s). Is the hégemonikdn
located in the brain or is it rather found in the heart? Aristotelians and Stoics tended to
espouse a cardiocentric view, whereas certain Platonist and a number of physicians, such
as Erasistratus and Galen, defended an encephalocentric position.*

Naturally, the debate became particularly acute when discussing the respective
roles of the brain and the heart. As a result, Aristotle’s view that the brain served to
refrigerate the warmth exuded by the heart was staunchly opposed by Galen and just

as strongly defended by al-Farabi. After all, the argument is central to cardiocentric

claims: if the brain is simply for regulating heat, then it is obviously subservient and

1. Abii Nasr al-Farabi, Risala fi a'd@ al-hayawan, in Traités Philosophiquies, ed. A. Badawi, Benghazi, 1973,
pp. 65-115.

2. Galen, De usu partium Libri XVII, ed. G. Helmreich, Leipzig, 1907, vol. I, pp. 445-61. English translation
by M. T. May, On the Usefulness of the Parts of the Body, Ithaca, 1968, vol. 1, pp. 387-98. The Arabic translation of
On the Usefulness of the Parts was produced by the joint efforts of Hubay$ ibn al-Hasan and his more famous
uncle Hunayn ibn Ishaq under the title Risala ff manafi¢ al- a‘di@. For more details on how the translation was
carried out see Hunayn ibn Ishdq’s letter to Ibu Yahya in G. Bergstrisser, Hunayn ibn Ishdq iiber die syrischen
und arabischen Galen-Ubersetzungen, zum ersten mal heravisgegeben und fibersetzt, Leipzig, 1925, pp. 27-9. At the
moment only the sixteenth book of the Arabic version is available in a critical edition. See E. Savage-Smith,
Galen on Nerves, Veins and Arteries: A Critical Edition and Translation from the Arabic, with Notes, Glossary and an
Introductory Essay, PhD diss., University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1969.

3. Parts of Animals 653210-b5.

4. For a helpful overview of the debate see J. Rocca, Galen on the Brain: Anatomical Knowledge and
Physiological Speculation in the Second Century A.D., Leiden, 2003, pp. 17-46. Another succinct and
magisterial presentation of the problem can be found in V. Nutton, ‘Essay Review: Embodiment of
wills', Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, 53, 2010, pp. 271~288. On the debate in the Islamic context see
G. Strohmaier, Reception and Tradition: Medicine in the Byzantine and Arabic World in Western Medical
Thought from Antiguity to the Middle Ages ed. M. D. Grmek, transl. A. Shuggar, Boston, 1998, pp. 139-70. On
the political ramification of this problem in the Medieval Latin milieu see J. Le Goff, Head or Heart? The
Political Use of the Body Metaphor in the Middle Ages, in Fragments for a History of the Human Body, ed. M.
Feher, New York, 1989, vol. 3, pp. 13-26. See also, T. Shogimen, ‘Head or Heart? Revisited: Physiology
and Political Thought in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Century', History of Political Thought, 28, 2007,
pp. 208-29.

Philosophy and Medicine in the Formative Period of Islam, Warburg Institute Colloquia 31, 2017 255~2.6 2
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Farabi's Purposes ofArisiot[_e’s Metaphysics and
Avicenna's ‘Eastern’ Philosophy
MADDE YAYIM ILANDIKTAN
Charles E. Butterworth SCONRA G ELEN DOKI gfi\;

This essay, part of the collective effort to sustain warm memories of a
good friend and trusted colleague, Hossein Ziai, strives to take a step fur-
ther the debate he and I carried on over several years. Conducted most

- often via email exchanges, it centered on the questidn of whether intel-
lectual apprehensior is bounded by reason and its sphere or extends to
some supra-rational faculty. My recourse to Firabi here shows clearly
where my sympathies lay, and all those acquainted with Hossein are fully
aware of his. Hopefully, what follows will suggest a new way to consider
the issue.

Introduction

Farabi's Treatise on the Purposes of Aristotle’s Metaphysics or Magala fi oghrad
mé ba'd al-tabl'a provides a concise, but exceptionally thoughtful, account of
what Aristotle seeks to accomplish in the Metaphysics. The Arabic text has
been preserved in four manuscripts, two of which (London and Berlin) were
used by Friedrich Dieterici for his 18go edition; the anonymous editor who
published a new edition in Hyderabad four decades later did not identify the
manuscripts used for it, even though he introduced important variant read-
ings. It has also been translated once into German and Spanish, twice into
French, and four times into English. In her French translation, Thérése-Anne
Druart makes excellent use of the Dietrerici and Hyderabad versions of the
text and also provides variant readings from two other manuscripts (Leiden
and Ankara) used neither by Dieterici nor, apparently, by the Hyderabad edi-
tor. A new translation follows this introduction. In it, I strive to render Farabt’s
exposition precisely and literally without introducing undue awkwardness,
and, more important, without allowing my own conjectures as to whathe must
be trying to say intrude upon what he actually does say. In addition to bring-
ing the number of English translations to five, this new one serves as the focal
point for the subsequent analysis. 253 ~2173|

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2018 | DoI 10.1163/9789004353393_014

llluminationist texts and textual studies: essays in memory of Hossein Ziai, edit. Ali
Gheissari, Ahmed Alwishah, John Walbridge, Leiden : Brill, 2018. ISAM DN. 273143
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