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As a Muslim intellectual who was trained to operate in both the transmit-
ted sciences—knowledge grounded in the Quran and prophetic traditions—
- and the rational sciences—knowledge constructed with reasoned concepts—
o= > > Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210) aimed to develop a new Sunni worldview
‘; t § that united these two major divisions of learning in medieval Islam.! This tall
= 3 g order demanded that he reconcile the Aristotelian-Avicennian philosophical
S =0 worldview with the methods of reasoning deployed by Muslim theologians
= :*.) 9 (both Mu‘tazili and Ash‘ari) and with the many and diverse ways that authors
Ny Li?, working within these movements interpreted and expounded on the Quran
N and prophetic traditions. It could be argued that al-RazT’s greatest accomplish-
Ly O ment is that he systematized the Aristotelian-Avicennian philosophical tradi-
g &3‘ tion with Sunni theology to an unequalled degree using innovative techniques
§ § and exegetical methods, and by building on principles and concepts that his

predecessors al-Juwayni (d. 478/1085) and al-Ghazali (d. 505/11m1) had estab-
lished in the fifth/eleventh century.? The fruit of his theological program was a
new Sunni worldview that underscored Aristotelian-Avicennian principles and
Mu‘tazili methods of “rationalistic” interpretation, but that also grounded this
worldview in the authority of scripture—the Quran and prophetic traditions.3

Yet another one of al-RazTs fundamental aims is to organize and classify
the content of the “transmitted” and “rational” sciences that was available in
his intellectual milieu. Al-Razl’s successful effort to organize and classify the
components of these divisions of knowledge is conspicuous throughout his

1 lam grateful to Sophia Vasalou for reading this article with a critical eye and to Nicholas Heer
for our conversations about miracles and other extraordinary acts in Islam.

2 Onthe process of integration or naturalization, see the narrative offered by Sabra, Appropria-
tion and subsequent naturalization 223—243; Sabra, Science and philosophy 1—42; Wisnovsky,
Nature and scope 149-191. )

3 For further discussion, see Jaffer, Razi, passim. KA Y
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Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1210), the great Persian theologian, philosopher,
> " and polymath, has recently attracted a considerable amount of scholarly inter-
= P % est. However, despite much work on his Arabic treatises and Quran commen-
= ;‘S,g tary, little attention has been paid to his Persian writings, foremost amongst
E :;3 é‘ which is his compendium of knowledge, Jami‘al-uliim, also known as Kitab-i
bt d S sittin. Those who have studied this work have either mined it for informa-
i §§~3 EE tion on a particular topic such as music, religious sects, or mechanics,! or
NN have limited themselves to an overview of its encyclopedic structure and con-
LU cl tents.

5) § Jami® al-‘ulim has elicited starkly different evaluations from scholars of the
T g - Islamic encyclopedic tradition. Hans Biesterfeldt views it as the end of the
< 17 tradition of philosophical encyclopedias and the beginning of a “fragmenta-

tion and trivialization of knowledge ... more a list than an encyclopedia” with
“no internal structure”? Ziva Vesel, on the other hand, labels it the earliest
Persian example of an encyclopedia, “in the strict sense of the term,” with a
clear organization of subject matters.® “Thanks to the immense erudition of -
the author the plan of the Iranian medieval encyclopedia reached its highest
level in [ Jami®al-‘uliim]."* Gerhard Endress also describes Razi’s Jamial-uliim
as “the first important example” of a comprehensive encyclopedia—<“a truly
catholic, and somewhat chaotic, survey of everything for everybody” How-
ever, Endress’s description of Jami®al-uliim’s inclusion of “hermeneutical and
theological traditions” alongside “logical-philosophical” ones as “additive, not
integrative,” and his use of terms such as “chaotic,” “sundry,” “assortment,” and
“motley” to describe al-Razl’s chosen topics, suggests that he shares some of

1 Tribuzio, Avicenian tradition and sound 265-298; Monnot, Histoire des religions en Islam, Ibn
al-Kalbi et Razi 23~34; Monnot, Panorama religieux de Fahr al-Din al-Razi 263—279; Kheiran-
dish, Science and mithal 465-489. ’

2 Biesterfeldt, Medieval Arabic encyclopedias of science and philosophy 97—98.

3 Vesel, Encyclopédies Persanes 35. i

4 Vesel, Encyclopédies Persanes 56. 335 -3 44
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