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AMIN — aL-AMIN

437

AMIN (Ar. pl. usmand), “‘trusiworthy, in whom |
one can place one’s trust’’, whence al-Amin, with the
article, as an epithet of Muhammad in his youth. As
a noun, it means *‘he to whom something is entrusted,
overseer, administrator”: e.g. Amin al-Wahy, “'he
who is entrusted with she revelation”, i.e. the
angel Gabriel. The word also frequently occurs in
titles, e.g. Amin al-Dawla {e.g. Ibn al-Tilmidh
others), Amin al-Din {c.g- Yakat), Amin al-Mulk,
Amin al-Saltana.

1o addition io these general and undefined uses
of the word amin, there are other more technical
uses, of importance in the history of Muslim insti-
tutions. Thus amin is used to denote the holders of
various positions *‘of trust”. particularly those whose
functions entail econimic or financial responsibility.
In legal works the word denotes “‘legal representa-
tives”; under the early ¢abbasids the amin al-hukm
was the officer in charge of the administration of the
efects of orphan minors (Tyan, Organisation judici-
aire, i, 384). Ina wider connotation the word applied
to treasurers, customs officers, stewards of estates
etc. (see Ibn Mammatl, Kawdnin al-Dawdwin '
{Atiya), ch. 3, regarding Egypt, and for the West,
Lévi-Provengal, Hist. de I'Espagne Musulmane, iii, |
40, 52; Le Tourneau, Fés avant le Protectorat, index,
and in particular 299 0. 3} etc.). .

The most important technical meaning of the
word amin is “head of a trade guild”. In this sense
the word often has the plural amind? (Le Tourneau
loc. ¢it.). But the use of the word amin in this sense
ceems to have been always limited to the various
countries of the Muskim west; the east, in pre-
Ottoman times, preferred in general the term arif
{g.v.], and, in modern times, has employed a variety
of terms. For general information on the beads of
trade guilds, and for the bibliography, see “ARIF, SINF.
For the Ottoman period, see Exin. (CL. CAMEK)

¢ aL-AMIN, Munamuuap, *Abbasid Caliph, reig-
nied 193-8/809-13. Born in Shawwal 170/ April 787,
of Harin al-Rashid and Zubayda, niece of  al-
Mansir, he was thus of pure Hashimite stock both
on his father’s and his mother’s side; hence he was
given priority in the order of succession over his
brother “Abd Allah (the future al-Ma’min), who was
born six months before him but of a slave mother.
In fact, the first bay‘a as heir to the throne was
accorded to him by al-Raghid in 175/792, when he
was barely five years old, and it was not until 183/799
¢hat al-Ma’min was designated second successor.
The whole guestion of the double succession was
settled with due solemnity by al-Raghid in 186/8oz,
in the “Meccan documents”, designed to eliminate
all uncertainty and all conflict between the two heirs:
in the first of these documents, al-Amin acknow-
Jedged al-Ma’miin’s right of immediate succession to
himself, and his virtually absolute sovereignty over
the eastern half of the empire ; in the second document,
al-Ma’man took cognizance of these rights, and
declared in his tum his loyalty and obedience to his
brother as caliph, whether or mot the latter had
respecied his obligations. The system of obligations
and counter-obligations by these documents shows
clearly that al-Rashid recognized the delicacy of the
situation created by the double nomination and by
the lateut conflict between the two brothers (pro-
foundly different both in character and interests),
and tried to preserve a precarious equilibrium

between them by these juridical and religious
formulas.

. When .2l-Rashid died at Tis on 2 Diomida II .

at Baghdad and throughout the empire, while al
Ma’min hastened to return to his fief of Khurdsan.
The following year {194/810) al-Amin, by suddenly
intreducing the name of his own son Misa in the
Friday Prayer after that of al-Ma’min, took a step
which, without formally violating the Meccan
agremment, revealed his intention of setting it aside,
by placing alongside his brother a later successor
who suited him better. ‘There followed a brisk
exchange of -diplomatic correspondence between
the &wo brothers {supported -sespectively by the
wazir al-Fadl b. al-Rabi®, and_by the future wasiv
al-Fadl b. Sahl), the text of which has been preserved
by al-Tabari, and which assumed the form of
political manoeuvring or 3 “cold war” between

Baghdad and Marw preceding the armed conflict.
Al-Amin tried to entice his brother to Court, to’

persuzde him to give up his right to the control of
several important areas of Khursan, .and to obtain
bis consent to a modification in the order of succes-

sion. The respectful and prudent, but firm, resistance

of al-Ma’min induced him to precipitale matiers
and, at the beginning of 195/end of 810, he formally
violated the Meccan documents and substituted the
name of his own son for that of al-Ma’min (and of
the ghird brother al-Kasim, the future al-Muftasim),
as dizect heir to the throne. To smash the resistance
of 2-Ma’miin, who was declared a rebel, Ali b.
Js3 b. Mahan was despatched at the head of an

army, an act which marked the commencement of -

open hostilities between €irak and Khurdsin {Diu-
mada II 195/March Bri). .

The war was conducted for al-Ma’min by his-

redombtable genersl Tahir b. al-Husayn [g.v.]): in
the first clash near al-Rayy, the latier defeated and
killed SAli b. “Isi; and then ‘Abd al-Rahmin 0.

Diabala al-Abnawi who was sent against him with’

a second army. The whole province of al-Djibal fell
rapadly into the hands of the Khurasani troops,
against whom al-Amin vainly flung contingents levied
from among the Syrian Arabs. The attempt to use
this Arab element as a weapon against the Persian
element, which supported al-Ma’min en bloc, failed
completely, while in Syria grave disorders occurred,
and in Baghdad itself, as the result of 2 coup effected
by al-Husayn b. “Ali b. ¢Is3, al-Amin was tempo-
rarily declared deposed and al-Ma’miin was recog-
nized as caliph; but the attempt failed (Radiab
196/¥arch 812) and al-Amin, restored to the throne,
had to face the Khurasini armies which were then
approaching the capital. Baghdad was invested in
Dhu "I-Hididja 196/August 812 by two corps under
the command of Harthama b. Afyan and Tahir,
who had meanwhile completed the conquest of
Khiiistin; throughout the remainder of the empire
(‘Ir3k, Mesopotamia, Arabia) al-Amin’s authority
waned; he was declared deposed (makhlac) and
replaced by his brother. Despite this, the desperate
defence of the capital lasted for more than a year,
durimg which there grouped themselves around the
Caliph the most turbulent social elements of the
metropolis (known as ‘‘the naked”, Swrdf), who in
the course of bloody fighting barred the path of the
besiegers. The- position was not clarified until
Mubarram 198/September 813, when all resistance
was overcome and al-Amin requested Harthama for
a safe-conduct. But while he was making his way
towards that former loyal general of his father, who
had promised him his life, he was intercepted by
Tshi's men, who feared that their prey might
escape. and was captured and put to death {night
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AMIN, faithful. Al-Amin is an epithet of Muhammad. In the Xth cen-
tury Arab rulers used it as an honorary title in combination with other
words such as 4min al-Din (Guardian of the Faith) or Amin al-Dawlah
(Guardian of the State). Amin is a frequently occuring arabic first
name.

Amin, Arabic for Amen.
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