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Abit Hayyan al-Tawhidi, I'arabe et le Bédouin

Abdallah Cheikh-Moussa

Dans les chroniques, le Bédouin, en tant quindividu, est en régle générale
ignoré, & moins bien str quil ne soit le chef d'une tribu ou d’un groupe ftri-
bal et quil wentre, en tant que tel, en relation avec le pouvoir, soit pour lui
apporter son soutien, soit pour sopposer a lui. Les groupes nomades, eux, sont
présentés, quasi exclusivement, comme des fauteurs de désordre!. Et on se
demande souvent si les chroniqueurs, en employant le terme d'Ardb, comme
dailleurs celui d’Akrad, désignent vraiment un groupe ethniquement arabe ou
kurde ou sils ne visent pas, par ces termes de dénigrement, toute bande de
brigands et de pillaxds (sa‘@/ik) agissant généralement hors de I'espace urbain.
A Tinverse, dans les textes d’adab, et exception faite des récits traitant de la
généalogie des tribus arabes et leurs batailles (4yyam), les Bédouins, comme
groupe, sont totalement absents, seul l'individu est objet de discours et de mise
en récit. Limage qui en est donnée est le plus souvent ambivalente. UA7abt est
linformateur, maitre en poésie et langue arabe, ou le sermonnaire, parangon
de toute éloquence sinon de toute vertu, mais il est aussi le type-méme du
quémandeur-bouffon et de I'écornifleur ou du rustre dont les maniéres, plus
exactement l'absence de maniéres, prétent & rire. Une évolution semble cepen-
dant se dessiner progressivement & partir de la fin du 1v* et du début du v*
siecle de I'Hégire : la figure négative du parasite mal dégrossi finit par l'empor-
ter presque systématiquement, et C'est ainsi que le Bédouin des udab@’ rejoint
au bout du compte les nomades pillards des chroniqueurs, méme sil sagit,
dans son cas, d'un pillage 4 petite échelle et qui est plus source d'amusement
que de désolation?.

Jaimerais aujourd’hui aborder cette figure du Bédouin par un autre biais
et en concentrant le regard sur un auteur en particulier que je nai pas vrai-
ment pris en compte dans la partie consacrée au Bédouin dans ma contri-
bution au volume d’hommage & Claude Cahen et dont je viens de reprendre
quelques éléments. 1l sagit d’Abit Hayyan al-Tawhidi (m. 414/1023). Pourquoi
al-Tawhidi ? Pour deux raisons essentiellement: la premiére est que, sous sa
plume, le Bédouin est jamais, sauf erreur de ma part, objet de dérision, bien
au contraire: il est Thomme d’éloquence bien que métant ni lettré ni savant ;

1 Voirla mise au point de Cahen, Nomades et sédentaires.
2 Cheikh-Moussa, Uhistorien et la littérature arabe médiévale.
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il fait dire, par exemple, & Abi Sulayman al-Sijistani (al-Mantiqi) dans la
Mugdabasa 48:

Wa-l-dalil ‘ala anna l-nakwwa-l-shir wa-l-lugha laysa [sic] bi-ilm annaka
law lagita fi l-badiya shaykh badawi quhh muhram lam yara hadart
wa-la jawara ajami wa-lam yufariq ra’yahu l-ibil wa-nbithdth al-manahil
wa-huwa ma<a qubh hayatihi lUati la yashuqqu ghubarahu fihd ahad
minnd wa-in kalifa, fa-qulta lahu : hal indaka im? la-qala: la. Hadha
wa-huwa yusayyiru l-mathal wa-yasja‘u l-saj* al-badi waya’tt bima idha
sami‘ahu wahid min al-hadira wa'ahu wa-ttakhadhahu adab wa-rawahu
waja‘alahu hujja®.

La seconde est que clest dans ses écrits que nous trouvons I'élaboration « théo-
rique » la plus développée, élaboration qui justifie la supériorité des Arabes et,
partant, des Bédouins en tant que véritables, pour ne pas dire seuls, détenteurs
de Pexcellence linguistique et de la vertu « naturelle ».

Que le lecteur me pardonne de devoir faire, auparavant, un détour par Ibn
Manziir et par, plus prés de nous, le site al-Warraq !

Voici comment le célébre auteur du Lisan al-Arab définit 'Arabi:

Wa-‘arabi mansiib il -Arab wa-in lam yakun badawi, wa-l-aTabt l-ba-
dawi; wa-laysa Lavab jam® li-arab kamd kana al-anbat jam' li-nabat
wa-innamd l-‘arab ism jins.

Qala Sibawayh : innama qila fi Lnasab il L-arab a‘rabt li-annahu la
wahid lahu ‘ald hadha -ma'na. .

Wa-rajul a‘rabt bi-l-alif idha kana badawi sahib nuj'a wa-ntiw@ wa-ir-
tiyad li-Lkal’ wa-tatabbu li-masaqit al-ghayth wa-sawd kana min al-Arab
aw min mawalthim.

Wa-aabi idh qgila lahu : ya ‘arabi! fariha bi-dhalika wa-hashsha lahu
wa-l-‘arabi idha qila lahu :ya aabi! ghadiba lahu.

Fa-man nazala aw jawara l-badin wa-zaana bi-za‘nihim wa-ntawd
bi-ntiwdihim fa-hum a‘rab ; wa-man nazala bilad al-rif wa-stawtana lmu-
dun wa-l-qura L‘arabiyya wa-ghayrahd mimman yantami ila l-‘arab

fa-hum ‘arab wa-in lam yakini fusaha’*.

Je ne sais si Ibn Manzr, en parfait citadin, cherche a se distinguer des Badw,
mais il est siir qu'en tant que bon musulman, il tient a se démarquer des Arab,

3 Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi, al-Muqabasat, 205.
4 Tbn Manzir, Lisan.
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Zu der Dichotomie Brahmanen : Sumaniya, die [bn an-Nadim noch nicht
kennt (bzw. nicht anwendet), vgl. meine Erkenntnislehre des It 261 ff. Sie war
bereits in der Antike {iblich und geht vermutlich auf den Bericht des Me--
gasthenes zurlick, der von 302—-291 v. Chr. als Gesandter des Seleukos Nikator
am Hofe des indischen Herrschers Candragupta weilte. Wir finden sie sowohl
bei Clemens von Alexandrien (Stromateis I 71.5) und Bardesanes (nach Por-
phyrius, De abstinentia IV 17. 256, 4 ff. NAUCK) als auch in der mittelpersischen
Karter«{nschnft an der ,Kaba des Zoroaster”. Dem arablschen Sumaniya /
Samantya entspncht dabei griech. Sapudvar (ebenfalls aus $ramana abgeleitet) ;
die Formen, in denen das indische Wort sonst noch auftritt, sind jetzt aus-
fiihrlich behandelt von A. Chostol in: JA 278/1990/45 ff. Genuin indische
Belege haben wir bereits in den ASoka-Inschriften (J. Bloch, Inscriptions 97, 99

und 112 = Inschrift nr. III, IV und VIII).
Die sieben Kasten (adnds) des [bn Hurradadbih sind vorbereitet bei Strabo,

Geogr. 15.1.39. Allgemein vgl. auch A. Dihle, Die Griechen und die Fremden
(Miinchen 1994), Index s. vv. Brahmanen und Indien.

2.2.4 ‘Amiri und Tauhidi

Zeitgenossen Ibn an-Nadim’s lassen den Wissensstand erkennen, der
durch die muftazilitische Doxographie erreicht worden war. ‘Amiri
gehort zu ihnen, wie wir sahen;” er batte bei Abi Zaid al-Balhi stu-
diert und starb 381/992, nur wenige Jahre vor Ibn an-Nadim. In
Bagdad kam er allerdings nicht gut an; er blieb der ostiramischen Art
verpflichtet, Religion und Philosophie miteinander zu versshnen.”'*
Abii Haiyan at-Tauhidi (gest. nach 400/1009 in hohem Alter), der lange
Zeit in Raiy lebte und spiter in Bagdad zum Kreis des Abi#i Sulaimin as-
Sigistini gehorte,”” ist ein anderes Beispiel. Er hat Kabis Magalar vor
sich gehabt™® und findet hohes Lob fiir sie; Kabi ist fiir ihn ein Autor,

212 Vgl. den Conspectus bei Lawrence 268. Sahrastani bringt darum auch we-
sentlich mehr Namen; Lawrence erklirt sie, z. T. auf Minomsky fulend, in

seinem Buch.

213 S. 0. S. 78£.
214 Vgl. E. K. Rowson in: EI* XII 72f auch Kasim Turhan, Amisf ve felscfesi

(Istanbul 1992) und Muna Ahmad Abd Zaid, al-Insan fi Ifalsafa al-islamiya.

Dirdsa mugdrina ff fikr al-Amir (Beirut 1414/1994).
215 Zu ihm S. M. Stern in EI* I 126 £ und W. M. Watt in Elran I 317 £, neu-

erdings A. Ghersetd in: Meri (ed.), Medieval Islamic Civilization II 798 £.; auch
M. Bergé, Pour un humanisme vécu: Abit Hayyan al-Tawhidi (Damaskus 1979).
216 Vgl. das explizite Zitat in Basdir V 119, apu. So wohl auch, wenngleich ohne
Nennung des Buchttels, ib. II 103 nr. 304 und IV 215f nr. 783-785 mit
Nachrichten iiber die Mu‘tazila (die letztere Stelle anscheinend aus dem Kapitel

Josef van Ess, Der Eine und das Andere : Beobachtungen an
islamischen haeresiographischen Texten, band I, Berlin: Walter
de Gruyter, 2011. ISAM DN, 239758.

Lo — b3

MAYA =z

NYINOMOO NT739-
NYLICMY

NYIOMOQ NIT39 vaNOS
NYLHONYTINIAYA 300y




AYIMLANDIKTA

N

» SRSt VeR I
RAGELEN Z:’uéxw MAN

commissions designed to broaden the provi-
sion of education in Egypt.

Although al-Tahtawi’s career seems to be
largely that of a bureaucrat, his writings and
his life were very much of a piece. He stressed
education in all his writings as the prelude
to progress, including the education of girls.
Education, he said, is capable of radically
changing society, and improving the condi-
tions under which people live.

BIBLIOGRAPHY ‘
An Imam in Paris, trans. D. Newman,
London: Saqi, 2004.

Further Reading

Hourani, Albert, Arabic Thought in the
Liberal Age, London: Oxford University
Press, 1970.

‘Imara, Muhammad, Rifa‘a al-Tabtawi:
Ra’id al-tanwir fi al ‘asr al-badith (Rifa‘a
al-Tahtawi: Pioneer of Enlightenment
in the Present Time), Cairo: Dar
al-mustagbal al-‘arabi, 1984.

OLIVER LEAMAN

Taj AL—DIN, see al-Shahrastani

- TASKOPRUZADE (901-68/1495-1561)

The famous Ottoman biographer and scholar
Abw’l-Khayr Isam al-Din Ahmad b. Mustafa
b. Khalil, known commonly as Tasképriizade,
_ was born in Bursa, Turkey. He belongs to the
famous Tagkdprii family of teachers and his-
torians hailing from‘the town of Tagképrii,
Kastamonu. His father Muslih al-Din Mus-
tafa was a famous scholar and teacher of the
Ottoman sultan Selim I. As a scholar-teacher,
Tagkopriizade taught at various schools in
Skopje and Edirne. He became the gadi of
Istanbul in 1551, but had to resign three

71 Temor 2018
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years later due to his failing eyesight. He
spent the last years of his life dictating his
works. He was a member of the Khalwati-
yyah Sufi order. He died in Istanbul.
Taskopriizade is best known for his
biographical work (tabaqat) called al-
Shaqa’iq al-nu‘maniyya fi ‘ulama al-dawlat

- Lyt
ed = Jeudab éﬁi

. al-‘uthmaniyya (The Red Anemones in

the Scholars of the Ottoman State). The
Shaga’ig covers the periods of ten- Ottoman
sultans and ends in the reign of Sulayman the
Magnificent. The figures covered in the book
include jurists, philosophers, poets, theolo-
gians, Sufis, and other intellectual figures.
The Shaga’iq continues to be one of the key
sources of Ottoman intellectual history.
Taskdpriizade’s other important work is
a short encyclopedia called Miftab al-sa‘ada
wa misbahb al-siyada fi mawzw’at al-‘ulum

" (The Key of Happiness and the Light of

Dominion in the Subject-Matters of Sci-
ences). The Miftak discusses close to one
hundred different disciplines from grammar
and theology to history and calligraphy, and
shows its author’s interest and expertise in a
wide range of subjects.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Miftab al-sa*ada wa misbah al-siyada fi
mawzw’at al-‘ulum, ed. K. Bekri, Cairo:
Dar al-kutub al-haditha, 1968.

Al-Shaqa’iq al-mw’maniyya fi ‘ulama
al-dawlat al-‘uthmaniyya, ed. Ahmed
Subhi Furat, Istanbul: 1.U. Edebiyat
Fakultesi, 1985; Beirut: Dar al-Kitab
al-‘Arabi, 1975.

IBRAHIM KALIN

AL-TAWHIDI, Abu Hayyan
(c. 315-414/c. 927-1023)

Abu Hayyan Ali b. Muhammad b. al-‘Abbas

al-Tawhidi was a Pessian man of letters, a

476 - L 75

" | The Biographical Encyclopedia of Islamic %héé@s@@hyy edit. Oliver
Leaman, London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. ISAM DN. 240682,
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CHAPTER 18

Literature and Thought: Re-reading al-Tawhidr’s
Transcription of the Debate between Logic and

Grammar .
Weni-chin Ouyang
1 “The Death of an Author”

bil Hayyan al-Tawhidi is dead. But of course! This is.a human inevitability. We
all die and in fact the man purportedly from Shiraz known as Abi Hayyan al-
Tawhidi enjoyed rather exceptional longevity for his time, He lived for more
than ninety years. His death is a historical fact. From his own works, or what
is left of them, and historical accounts immediately or tangentially relevant to
his life and works, we have been able to construct his biography, both historical
and literary, distill his persona that resembles a miserable “sod” from his con-
stant “whining” and recreate the vibrant “humanist” multicultural milieu of the
tenth-century Buyid Mashriq. The man who was born between 310-320/922—

932 and died in 414/1023 and assessed later as one of the famous zanadiga!

of Islam (together with Ibn al:Rawandi and Abii IFAl& al-Ma‘arri) was a cul-
tivated intellectual despite his nnpovenshed background.? Yagiit (d. 626/1228)

1 Zanddiga, plural of zindig, is a term referring either to Zoroastrians who pretended to have
converted to Islam or simply those who pretended to be believers of the Muslim faith.

2 See Taha Jabir Alwani, Nalwa manhajiyya ma'rifyya Quraniyya: muhawalat fi baydn qawda'id
al-manhaj al-Tawhidi lil-ma‘ifa (Beinit: Dir al-Had lil-Tiba'a wa-1-Nashr wa-1-Tawzi', 2004);
‘Abd al-Amix A'sam, Abiz Hayyan al-Tawhidifi kitab al-Mugabasat (Baghdad: Afiq ‘Arabiyya,
1980); ‘Afif Bahnasi, Um aljamal ‘inda AbT Hayyan al-Tawhidi wa-mas@’il fi Lfann (Bagh-
dad: Wizarat al-I1am, Mudiriyyat al-Thaqafa al-Amma, 1972); Niir al-Din Bin Bilqasim, Asda’
al-mujtama® wa-I-asr fi adab Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi (Tripoli, Libya: al-Munshaa al-Amma
lil-Nashr wa-l-Tawzt wa-l-11an, 1984); Marc Bergé, Pour un humanisme vécu: Abii, Hayyan
al-Tawhide: essai sur la personnalité morale, intellectuelle et littéraire d’un grand prosateir
et h iste arabe, engagé dans la société de I'époque bouyide, a Bagdad, Rayy et Chiraz,
au Ive-Xe siécle (entre 310/922 et 320/932~414/1023) (Damascus: Institut francais de Damas,

1979); Khalid Muhyi al-Din Baradis, Abii Hayyin al-Tawhidi (Damascus: Manshiirat Ittihad

al-Kuttab al-Arab, 1983); ‘Ali Dubb, al-Adb wa-l-migfakkir Abil Hayyan al-Tawhidi (Tunis: al-
Dér al-‘Arabiyya lil-Kitab, 1976); Muhammad al-Habib Hammadi, a/-Tawhidi wa-qirda jadida

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2016 ‘ DOI: 10.1163/9789604307469_019
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LA QUESTION DE LA MENTALITE A TRAVERS LA DEMARCHE DES IHWAN AL-SAFA’
DANS LA 17° NUIT DU KITAB AL-IMTA® WA-L-MU'ANASA D’ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

Pierre-Louis REYMOND
Professeur agrégé, Nantes

INTRODUCTION

Le Kitab al-Imtd’ wa-I-Mu'dnasa, le Livre du plaisir partagé de se trouver en société agréable,
est un ouvrage qui porte sur les discussions intellectuelles des savants familiers des milieux
du pouvoir au iv/x® siécle. Louvrage consigne, selon les éditions, trente-sept ou quarante
Nuits d’entretiens entre le vizir bouyide Ibn Sa‘dan et I'homme de lettres Abll Hayyan
al-Tawhidr. Ce dernier, témoin des débats des grands savants de ce temps, entretient le
vizir, 4 sa demande, des thémes de préoccupation majeurs de la société cultivée bouyide
de I'époque. Parmi les points de discussion qui occupent le devant de la scéne figure
la question de Ia raison et de la révélation, source d'antagonismes forts entre ceux qui
proposent de recourir 2 la philosophie pour comprendre les textes révélés aux croyants, et
ceux qui ne voient dans cette entreprise qu'une intrusion profanatrice *. Telle qu’elle est
rapportée par Tawhidi, dans son ouvrage, la controverse qui oppose a leurs détracteurs ce
petit groupe de philosophes de Basra nommés Ihwin al-Safd’, les Freres de la Pureté, est
le prétexte & une réflexion qui porte moins sur le contenu d’une philosophie que sur le
caractére novateur et inattendu d'une démarche. Avant qu'Averroés ne souléve la question
capitale, dans la pensée arabe classique, du rapprochement entre la philosophie et la
religion en formalisant le probléme & partir de I'assise juridique que ne pouvait que lui
réserver un cadi ?, on trouve dans I'ouvrage de TawhidI ce témoignage par lequel les Fréres

1. Dans cet esprit, la 8¢ Nuit aborde la question controversée de Finfluence de lalogique grecque sur la grammaire
arabe.

2. Marc Geofffroy, dans sa traduction de textes choisis d'Averroés qui constitue son « Anthologie de textes
juridiques, théologiques et polémiques » intitulée Averro?s, l'islam et la Raison, précise la perspective averroiste sur
cette question : « Si la question posée par le titre complet du Discours décisif n'est pas nouvelle dans I'islam médiéval,
dit-il, la maniére dont Tbn Ru¥d choisit de I"aborder 'est résolument : c'est en se plagant sur le terrain juridique,
celui de la science de la Loi musulmane, que le philosophe pourrait ancrer sa pratique de la philosophie dans la
réalité intellectuelle, religieuse et sociologique de son époeque. Il s'agit de fonder en droit I'existence du philosophe
dans la cité musulmane andalouse du xi* siécle. » (Georrroy 2000, p. 79). Le contexte de TawhidT est trés différent ;
il n'est pas lié au gouvernement de la cité, mais au débat provoqué par les répercussions possibles sur le plan de la
pensée du débat sur la religion et la révélation.

Bulletin d’Etudes Orientales, LX, 2011, Ifpo, Damas, p. 123-144.

N
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(AD 979-1037) and, after him, al-Suhrawardi (AD 1153-91) anc‘i Ibn
al-"Arabi (AD 1165-1240), to realize the truth of this. Al-'AJniri
appears from the evidence not to have belonged to a particular sifi
order (fariga), but to have been an itinerant yif1.”” Kraemer holds that
al-"Amiri was part of an intellectual tradidon which merged a native
siif1 asceticism with a Platonic philosophical elitism.”® This tradition
must have been elaborated in a book which he is known to have
written on gafism.” o v

In the light of all this, it is perhaps cleater why al-"Amiri disturbed
the cosy status quo of the Baghdad philosophers._ But Perhaps,. also, as
Rowson suggests, the principal reason why al-Amir and his fellow
philosophers fell out was that while the la_tter yvished to preserve a
division between philosophy and Islam, al-‘Amin wanted to bring the
two closer together and persuade the “ulama’ to approve of philosophy
with a positive spirit.'”

Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi (c. AD 922-32 to c. AD 1023)

‘Ali b. Mubammad b. al-"Abbas Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi was one of
the most dynamic and informative members of the group which we
have termed the ‘School of Farabt’. His name derives not from tbe
Arabic word indicating a belief in the absolute unity of God (tawhid)
but from its homonym which denotes a species of Iraqi dates.''

Abu Hayyan's place of birth is uncertain. It may have been in
places as far apart as Baghdad, Shiraz, Nisabiar or Wasig. We are
similarly ill-informed of his early life and ad_olescence. What is
known is that he later studied grammar and Shafi‘i law in Baghdad, as
well as philosophy. His most important masters in the latter field
were Yahya b ‘Adi, whose lectures he attended in AD 971, and Aba
Sulaymain al-Sijistini. ‘ .

Exactly when Aba Hayyin arrived for the first time in Baghdad is
also uncertain. However, he seems to have regarded this as his prin-
c;pal base throughout his life, though he made several forays to other
places: we find him in Mecca, for example, in AD 963, and later, in
Rayy where, in AD 977, he com{nencgd a three-year tour of duty in
the employment of the Mu'tazili wazir al-$ahib Ibn “Abbad (AD 938-
95). George Hourani characterizes the latter as ‘himself a talented
scholar and writer but more notable as a wealthy and generous patron
of letters'.'? The wazir and the secretary-courtier al-Tawhidi did not
get on together and their mutual animosity is described in 2 number
of anecdotes. As Kraemer puts it:

16
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Again he met with disappointment. As usual, his talents were
unappreciated. He was forced to do the menial and dreary work
of a copyist, an employment which, as he put it, was hardly
lacking in Baghdad. He clashed with his patron on personal and
doctrin_al grounds. He vented his spleen against the viziers, Ibn
al-"Amid and Ibn ‘Abbad, in his Akhlag (or Dhamm or Mathalib)
al-Wazirayn [The Character or Censure or Defects of the Two
Wazirs], wherein the faults of the two viziers are recounted.'®®

Al-Tawhidi made an impecunious return to Baghdad in AD 980
where he first found employment in a hospital and then with the
wazir Ibn Sa'dan (d. AD 984), the wazir who figures in Abi Hayyan's
most famous work, The Book of Pleasure and Conviviality (Kitab al-
Imtd*wa ’I-Mu’dnasa), which has been accurately viewed as ‘a kind of
philosophical Arabian Nights”.' Now his fortunes took a turn for the
better: ‘From lowly copyist he rose to the proud station of constant
boon~companion at the soirées of Ibn Sa'din."

However, Ibn Sadin’s execution in AD 984 meant that Abi
Hayyan was left with no strong protector or patrot. The last years of
his life resemble his firse in chat we know very little about them. He
left Baghdad and went into retirement in Shiraz, burning his books in
a fever of ascetic piety. He appears to have fallen on hard times and
to have died a2 somewhat embittered and disappointed man in
AD 1023.10¢

It is possible that Aba Hayyan may have been responsible, to a
certain extent, for the woes that beset him. As we have already noted.
he was clearly not an easy man to get on with, He fell out with at least
two wazirs and his fault-finding and extreme pessimism make him
appear an unlovely character. Furthermore, his tactlessness, unsuitable
dress at court and general inexperience cannot have endeared him to
the great. Yet they, at least, clearly endured him. He was of use with
his wide~ranging knowledge of things intellectual and polidcal and
he also had a tremendous entertainment value.'”” Such factors must
explain, at least in part, his relationship with the wazir Ibn Sa'dan. The
literary result of the wazir's patience and curiosity on the one hand,
and Aba Hayyan's abusive nature and love of gossip on the other, was
The Book of Pleasure and Conviviality.

Writing about this work, Stern stressed its importance as a
veritable mine of information about the thriving intellectual milieu
inhabited by Aba Hayyin; he also believed that this work would

‘prove invaluable for a reconstruction of the doctrines of the Baghdad

17



CHAPTERG

ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

M. BERGE

CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES

Abl Hayyin “Alib. Muhammad b. 2l-“Abbas al-Tawhidi was bora, in either
Iraq or Firs, between 310-20/922—32; he died in Shiraz in 414/1023. His life
was spent under Shi'T Buwayhid rule, and on several occasions he served the
Buwayhids, though himself a Sunnl; but, although his beliefs were not
those of the Shi7 ruling classes, neither were they always congenial to his
fellow Sunnis. Consequently, though he now holds an acknowledged place
in Arabic literature, he underwent a long period of neglect. Besides their
literary merit, his writings are of considerable historical interest, and new
editions of his works, together with manuscripts discovered over the past
thirty years, provide valuable material for the detailed study of social and
intellectual developments in the fourth/tenth century. '

Medieval sources and modern studies alike (the latter beginning in 1883
with Ahmad Faris Shidyaq, one of the movers of the nineteenth-century
Arab “renaissance” or Nabdah)! reveal a wide range of interest in Tawhidi,
a fact which indicates how varied, and sometimeg controversial, were
Tawhidl’s own beliefs. Of the main sources, which date from the seventh/
thirteenth to the ninth/fifteenth century, over half are hostile, and the
complete lack of biographical sources during the two centuries following
Tawhidl’s death? is probably best explained by the fact of his intellectual
non-conformism and unflinching promotion of humanist ideals, which
made him a suspect figure in the eyes of many Muslims. Under the “Sunni
restoration” which followed the fall of the Buwayhids after Tawhidr’s
death, the political and religious climate may well have been such as to deter
any writer from undertaking an apology or even a straightforward
biography of Tawhidi. Yaqur (d. 626/1229) first remarked on the lack of
early sources, and himself composed an apt and eloquent biographical

Bergé, “Continuité”, 269,
F

1
2

or citations of his works during this period, sce Tawhidi, A&blag, introd., za".

112 == *’;”‘i@

ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI 6 ‘ 113
sketch of the writer, whom he calls “the philosopher of cultured men, and a
man of culture among philosophers”  (fuylasif al-wdaba’ wu-adib al-
falasifah).® 1t is impossible, however, to apply a single label to Tawhid;,
though the following points may be borne in mind as helpful to an
understanding of his thought. Firstly, the juridical rite (madhbab) to which
he belonged was probably Shafi‘ism;* secondly, he was deeply sympathetic
to Sufism, and this sympathy pervaded his attitude to other issues. Thirdly,
an opponent both of Shi‘ism and Mu‘tazilism, Tawhidi supported not only
Sunnism, but also the use of reason (‘g/), but was nevertheless deeply
mistrustful of dogmatic theology (alam) and the sterile debates to which it
gave rise. Consequently, though he was interested in contemporary
intellecrual developments and though Ash‘ar® influences are discernible in
his thought, he neither subscribed to nor, apparently, was ever claimed by
any schooi of theology. However, if his support of reason did not make a
mutakallim of him, still less can he be called a free-thinker (zindig), an
accusation often unfairly levelled at him over the centuries. The nineteenth-
and twentieth-century writers who rediscovered Tawhidi after a break of
several centuries make two, more general points about his beliefs. For
them, Tawhidi is 2 Muslim humanist who, in seeking to understand both
God and man, expresses and defines 2 human ideal, though well aware of
the difficulties of achieving it. Modern scholars view Tawhidi’s works as a
rich source of spiritual and intellectual themes, which provided macter for
contemporaries and successors alike and remains strikingly relevant today.
Accordingly, many modern Muslims rightly believe that Tawhidi has a
prominent role to play in cross-cultural dialogue and in providing a bridge
between Islam and the wider contemporary world.

Not least important to an understanding of Tawhidl is his love of
literature, of whose function he cherished a high ideal:
[the ideal man of letters] will not think it the least of his duties to study fluency and
command versatility, for he may be called upon to use his craft (ginaab) 10 soothe
resentment and remove dissent and to fulfil missions of state, to render critical
assistance 1o the great (a/-kbdsgab) and important service for the benefit of the

commonalty (a/-“Gmmab): hence his wit mustalways rove far afield and his pen must
follow it.6

w

Irshad, vi (5), 380.

Its aceraction for Tawhidi would have been that, at this period, Shafi‘ism **by restricting analogical
reasuning within definite limits” aimed *‘to create for traditionalism a science which could be used as
an antidote to kafim [the wol of the rationalist Mu‘tazilis]”, Makdisi, ** Juridical eheology”, 12.
See p, 6. o “Uliim, 289 |Ar.], 269 [French trans.).
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_‘ABU HAIYAN AL“-TAWHIDI ON PENMANSHIP*

THE WORK OF ABU HAIYAN AL-TAWHIDI (d. alter
1009-10) is ‘as: yet comparatively little known.
There can, however, be no doubt that al-Tawhidi
is one of the: foremost representatlves of Arabic
prose literature.. His style though at times
heavy and overloaded brzstles with sparkling
phrases. . Al«Tawhldl appears to have been dom-
inated by a rare desire to achieve intellectual in-
dependence, and the ideas he put on paper are
the result of much searching meditation.

The little treatise on calligraphy which is
here published deserves special attention on ac-
count of the fact that it claims al-Tawhidi as its
author. The questxon of the genuineness of this
claim, therefore is one of ‘major concern to us.
There appears to be no blbhographlcal reference
to the existence of a treatise on penmanshlp by
al-Tawhidi.’ Moreover in the introduction of the
present work, mention is made of a certain
Yakiit who can be no- other than Yakit al-
Musta'simi, the famous calligrapher of the thir-
teenth century.! There is, however, an erasure
in the manuscript, and the name of Yakat seems
to be a later addition, although the original read-
ing of the passage remains to be ascertained.

- On - the other hand, some observations in
favor of al-Tawhidi’s authorship suggest them-
selves, Language and style are those of al-
Tawhidi. The manner in which reference is
made to his teacher, Abi Sulaimin al-Sidiistani,?
is characteristic of his writings. The predilection
for savings of a philosophical character, dis-
played in the treatise, alsc is in keeping with

* For the text editions referred to in this paper, cf.
pD. 20-30,

! Four calligraphers by the name of Yakit are men-
tioned by Tashk., I, 57 {. All of them are said to have
flourished at z time much later than that of al-Tawhidi

2 See below saying No. ¢.

BY ERANZ ROSENTHAL

the assumption of al-Tawhidi’s authorship. Fi-
nally, it may be pointed out that, as far as it was
possible to check them, none of the numerous
references to contemporaries of al-Tawhidi and
the older authorities quoted by him would mili-
tate against the assumption of his authorship
(with the sole exception of the reference to
Yakat, mentioned: above).

There is, consequently, no sufficient eason
to reject the manuscript’s attribution of the
treatise to al-Tawhidi. However, it cannot be
denied that some more positive evidence in favor
of his authorship would be welcome. If, for in-
stance, a confirmation of the statement on the
different styles of writing which appears in the
introduction of the treatise could be found else-
where, it would go far to silence any remaining
doubts. There always remains a remote possi-
bility that the present text was compiled from ex-

~cerpts of other werks by al-Tawhidi.

The treatise consists of two parts. The first
part (pp. 4—10) is restricted to the statements
on calligraphy which the author professes to
have learned from prominent men of his time.
These statements as a rule deal with the techni-
cal aspects of the art of penmanship. The second
part (pp. 10-20) contains a collection of the
choicest remarks of various authors concerning
the aesthetic aspects of calligraphy and the prac-
tical importance of writing, although technical
sayings, too, are not entirely absent.

Arabic writers on the subject of calligraphy
provide many parallel passages, especially for
the second part. There are, however, few exact
paraliels, Certain changes of, and additions to,
what seems to have been the original saying ave
frequently encountered. These are minor dif-
ferences, but according to Arabic literary stand-
ards such differences profoundly influence the
aesthetic value of the sayings in guestion.

L s A-g0, 4 K1 1967
(s Yore } K

3 LN WY, e, 4
o “'»Ff’{ Y avf —%}
ABU HAIVAN AL-TAWHIDI ON PENMANSHIP 3

some doubtful passages. Other passages will
have to wait for someone better equipped than I
am to deal with the intricacies of the subject
matter and of tenth-century literary Arabic.®

ABU HAIYAN AL-SUFI’'S EPISTLE
ON PENMANSHIP

IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE, THE

MERCIFUL, IN WHOM WE PUT OUR TRUST

The Sheikh Abh Haiyan Ali b. Muhammad
b. al-‘Abbas al-Tawhidi al-Sifi al-Baghdadi—
God show mercy unto him—says:

I once was—God grant you a leng and al-
ways pleasant life—in the house of some high
official where a discussion about handwriting was
going on. Handwriting was described, its vari-
ous parts were commented upon, its different as-
pects were analyzed, and the methods of ‘Iriki®
and other calligraphers were characterized. That
high official himsel{ had an inimitable and un-
rivaled handwriting.

On that occasion I ventured forth with some
remarks on the subject, most of which I had

8 Many relevant works have not been available. The
following would appear to be of special significance:
Abdallah b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghdadi (ninth century),

Kitgb al-kuttab, cf. W. Bjorkman, Bezfrage gur Ge-
schichte der Staatskanzlei im islamischen Agypten (Ham-
burg, 1928), p. 8 f. A work ascribed to Ibn Mukla, con-
tained in a manuscript in Tunis, MS or. 672, cf, Mo-
hamed Torki, Un Texte inédit attribué o Tvn Mogla, Actes
du XVIIIe congrés intern. des orientalistes (Leiden,
1932), p. 243 f. (Tamim b. ?) al-Mu‘izz b. Badis (d.
1061), ‘Umdat al-kuttdb, contained in a manuscript in
Chicago, Oriental Institute A-12060, which was used bv
N. Abbott, and in other manuscripts, cf. Brockelmann,
GAL Supplement, 1, 473.

In the following edition and translation, I have num-
bered the individual sayings and, occasionally, passages
within the sayings that contain enumerations.

? Al-Traq refers to the southern part of present-day
Iraq. The northwestern mountainous part is called al-
Diabal or al-Djibal.

learned from Abu Muhammad al-Barbari,!°. the
copyist !! here with us in Baghdad. He excelled
in his craft, which he had inherited from his
father and his father’s brother—the root which
is grafted ' upon some virtues and vices brings
forth wonders and hits upon marvels. I con-
nected those remarks with some gleanings con-
cerning the very nicest and most sophisticated
arrangement of the letters, which I had learned .
from noble personalities, excellent calligraphers,
and mature penmen, and which had been reaped
by the calamus from the ancient masters. In
their time attention was paid to the improve-
ment of the basic forms of the different kinds cf
Kufic writing. There were twelve such basic
forms: (1) al-Isma‘li, (2) al-Makki, (3) al-
Madani, (4) al-Andalusi, (5) al-Sha’mi, (6) al-
‘Iraki, (7) al-‘Abbasi, (8) al-Baghdadi, (9)
al-Musha“ab, (10) al-Raihani, (11) al-Mudjar-

rad, and (12) al-Misri.'*" Some of these Arabic

10 According to Fikrist 13, and Yakit, Irshad, VI,
59~61, this famous family of calligraphers consisted of
the folowing members:

Ibrahim b. Abdallah

I
Abu ’l-Husain Ishak
l
|

Abu 'I-Kasim Isma'‘il

Abu 'I-Hasan

Abu 'I-‘Abbas Abdailah

i
Aby Muhammad al-Kasim

N, Abbott, “Arabic Palaeography,” Ars Islamica,
VIII (1941), 68, stated that mukerrir means “calhg—
rapher” rather than “clean copyist.”

12 According to the dictionaries, washadja (“to be
entwined”) should have a pluralic subject. Since the text
uses the singular the above translation seems justified.

13 Most of these names are derived from the names
of cities or countries: Mecca, Medina, Spain, Syria, Iraq,
Baghdad, and Egypt. Musha“ab may be interpreted

s “branching out,” or the like, and mudjarrad means
“stripped (plain).” Isma‘ili and Raikini refer to person-
alities, the latter probably to Ali b. ‘Ubaida al-Raimini.
The ‘Abbasi style might have been named after the
Abbasids,

Robertson, in the introductory remarks to his trans-
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X. YOZYILDA FELSEFT KOLTURON YAYILMASI

. EbG Hayyén el-Tevhidi

Her ne kadar onuncu vizyil ile onbirinci yiizyilin baglarinda Farabi ve lbn
Sind’'nin yaylan sdhretleri, Yeni-Platonculugun, Snemii olmakia birlikte fazlg
taninmayan temsilcilerini gdlgede hirakiyorsa da, Ibn Sind’'min bir kac égrenci-
sinin {izerinde durmak gerekir. Onun daha cok tanminan takipcilerinden birisi olan
Ibn el-Merzubdn (Behmenydr) lstadinin felsefesinin, mantik, fizik ve metafizi-
dine duir el-Tahsil adi verilen eserde (¢ b3IMIG bir hilldsasin yazmistir. Ne
var ki, bu eser orijinaliikten yoksundur ve parlakiiging ragmen o, lslam'daki fel-

_sefi fikirler arastirmacisi icin pek az alé@ka cekicidir, Bu eserin hususiyeti, fi-

zigin metafizije sokulmasinin gésterdigi sekilde, konularimun ahsimamis bir se-
kilde tertip edilmis olmasidir. el-Kirmdni, el-Ma'simi ve Ibn Zeyle gibi ibn Sing'-
nin diger 8drencileri, eser yazmamislar ya da eserleri kaybolmustur; bu ylzden
isimlerini zikretmekten baska bir sey yapamiyoruz, -

Doénemin daha ehemmiystli miellifleri arasinda, onuncu yiizyiin ikinci va-
risinda, edebi ve felsefi cevrelerde biiyiik tesir sahibi olan alldme edip EbQ Hay-
yan el-Tevhidi (6lm : 1023) vardi. O, dijer bir dnemli sahsiyet olan Ebi Siley-
min el-Sicistdni (8lm : 1000)'nin talebesi ve arkadas idi : el-Sicisténi'nin Grek
ilmi g¢ok genisti; onun Sivan el-Hilkme adii- Grek-Islam felsefési tarihini gézden
gecirmek suretiyle el-Beyhdki (1170), onikinci viizyiida Mintehdb Sivan el-Hik-
me'yl meydana getirdi (2). Kendisine «mantikei» ldkabi takilan el-Sicist@ni'nin,
Aristo mantigi ve ilgili konular Uzerine cok sayida serhler.yazdidi séylenir (3),
fakat, maalesef bu eserlerden hi¢ biri bize ulasamadi. ‘Gergekten, Tevhidi'nin,
felsefe ve mantikla ilgili gdrisleri haklandaki agiklamalar istisna edildiginde,
sonraki felsefe tarihcileri tarafindan sitdyis kabilinden kendisine gelisi giizel ya-
pilan gdndermeler harig, onun disincesini gdsteren bagka bir ipucuna malik
degiliz {4},
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12. Estefan Panusi: RiSe-Sendsi-ye do kaleme-ye ,,pdyiz** va ,, hazdn
(Etymologie der Worter ,,payiz‘* und ,,hazin‘’) (S. 201—210)

13. Mohammad Taqi RaSed Mohassel: Dar bdre-ve e‘tebiri az ddstin-e
Garsasb (Uber eine Redewendung aus der Geschichte von Gar§sb).
(S. 211—-218)

14. Mah3id Mirfahréyi: Qet ‘e-ye Seri be zabdn-e hotani (Ein khotanesi-
sches Gedicht). Eine Untersuchung zu einem Stiick aus dem Buch von
Zambasta, einem buddhistischen Text aus Khotan. (S. 219—230)

15. Die persische Ubersetzung eines Aufsatzes von Walter Tauli: The
Theory of Language Planning; in: J. Fishman (ed.): Advances irn Language
Planning. The Hague 1974, S. 49—67. Ubersetzt von Fateme Rake®i.
(S. 231-252)

16. Hasan Alfune: Cand Sahr-e osture’i (Einige mythische Stidte).
(S. 253—262)

17. Mahlagd AStari: Rdhnamd-ye bozorgddst. Eine Aufstellung der
Geburts-und Todesjahre berithmter Ménner; ein Gedenktagkalender fiir
die ndchsten 20 Jahre. (8. 263—268). ]

Die beiden letzten Rubriken der Zeitschrift umfassen kulturelle Nachrich-
ten und Buchbesprechungen.

I

Religion und Philosophie

‘Al b, Muhammad Abii Hayydn al-Tawhidi: Al-Mugébasdr. Ediert und
eingeleitet von Muhammad Tawfiq Husayn. 2. Aufl., Teheran: Markaz-e
nasr-e dinesgdhi 1366/1987-8, 598 S. (1. Aufl., Bagdad 1970).

Abl Hayyan al-Tawhidi (geb. etwa 310/922—315/927, gest. etwa
404/1013 —414/1023) hat man den ,,Literaten unter den Philosophen und
den Philosophen unter den Literaten* genannt, und al-Mugdbasét ist ein
eindrucksvoller Beleg fiir diesen Beinamen. Ahnlich wie Platon in seinen
Dialogen befafit er sich mit den wichtigsten philosophischen Fragen, die
seine Zeitgenossen beschiftigten, in gefélligem Stil, so daB er den Leser
tiber ein literarisches Werk in die Welt der Philosophie einfithrt (Einlei-
tung, S. 17). Damit erwies er dem philosophischen Denken der islamischen
Welt in der Zeit zwischen Farabi und Ibn Sin einen groBen Dienst. Man
kann seine Arbeit in gewisser Weise mit der der /hwdn al-safd’ vergleichen,
nur sahen diese ihre eigentliche Aufgabe in der Wegbereitung fiir die
doulat-e ahl-e hayr auf Erden, wihrend Ab( Hayyan sich zum Ziel gesetzt
hatte, das BewuBtsein des Lesers zu wecken und seine bewertenden und un-
terscheidenden Krifte zu aktivieren, damit er den seinem Verstidndnis ge-
miflen Anteil an der Wahrheit habe, und dieser entspricht der ihm eigenen
Vernunft. (Hier soll auch daran erinnert werden, dafl wir Abl Hayyan die
erste genaue Information Gber die Verfasser der Rasd’il Ihwdn al-safd’ ver-
danken.) Man hat ihn auch den ,,Philosophen des Befragens** (failasif al-
tasd’ul) genannt, und in einer Studie héifit es tiber ihn: ,,Wenn wir Ab{
Hayyéins Biicher betrachten, sehen wir, wie dieser literarische Philosoph
die Philosophie auf ein aligemein verstdndliches Niveau brachte, und wie er
unter den Leuten, ungeachtet ihrer Bildung oder gesellschaftlichen Stel-
lung, ein philosophisches Bewufitsein verbreitete. Er will Verwirrung und
Staunen hervorrufen. Sein Philosophieren ist Fragen.*‘ (Zakariya Ibrahim:
Abi Hayydn al-Tawhidi, adib al-faldsifa wa failasif al-udabd’. Kairo: Al-
Déar al-migriya li 1-ta’lif wa l-targuma, o. J., S. 175 f.) '

Immer wieder taucht die Frage auf, ob das in Ab Hayyans Werken, insbe-
sondere in den Mugdbasdt Gesagte authentisch ist. Diese Frage kann man
im allgemeinen positiv beantworten, und viele Philosophie-Historiker
stiitzten und stiitzen sich bei der Behandlung der Philosophie des 4./11.
Jahrhunderts auf AbG Hayyan. Soll man aber alles, was er Denkern wie
Abl 1-Fath NG3géani, Abll I-°Abbas Buhiri, '‘Abld 1-Hayr Yahddi, ibn al-
Samh, Abli Bakr Saymari, Abi Muhammad ®Aridi, Ibn Zurta, Gulam
Zahl, Abli Bakr QGmisi oder auch seinen verehrten Lehrern Abf Sa‘id
Sirafi und Abfi Sulaymén Sigistdni in den Mund legt, wortlich ihnen zu-
schreiben, oder verhilt es sich vielleicht so, dafl der Inhalt von ihnen
stammt, die Form aber von Ab@l Hayyan? An einigen Stellen findet man in

‘al-Mugqdbasdt Belege fiir einen Eingriff AbG Hayyéns, z. B.:,,Den und den

Satz habe ich von einem stilistischen Fehler gereinigt‘‘ oder ,,Zusammenge-
faBt hat der und der folgendes gesagt . . .*‘. Manchmal fiigt er nach einer zi-
tiertenn Rede auch extra hinzu: ,, hddé@ lafzuhu‘ (S. 281). Einige Wissen-
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Abii Haiyan at-Tau hidi macht in seinem K. al-Imtge wa-l-mu’ dnasa
in der zehnten Nacht ! sehr wichtige Mitteilungen iiber die Tierwelt. In
kurzen, aphoristischen Sitzen handelt er iiber Dentition (I 160,21f.),
Haarwuchs, Geschlechtsreife, iiber Geschlechtsbestimmung der Vogel-
eier (161, -5), iiber Lebenszeit, Brutzeit, Mauser, iiber Menstruation bei
Tieren, iiber Tierkrankheiten, Tierfeindschaften (166,11f.), Kurz- und
Weitsichtigkeit (170,2) sowie iiber zahlreiche andere Fragen. Bei der
Erorterung der Lebenszeiten der Tiere findet sich auch die N achricht,
daB der Singer Homer gesagt habe, der Hund des Odysseus sei im Alter
von 20 Jahren gestorben (164,3). Alle diese Nachrichten gehen auf die

., Historia animalium des Aristoteles zurtick. AuBlerdem findet sich manches,

~ das schon bei Timotheos von Gaza steht: , Das Pferd, an das man einen
Wolfszahn hingt, kann schuell laufen” (172,171), entspr. xal {wmog popdsv
636vTar Abou Toybrartos yiverow (Timotheos p. 9,10 HAUPT). Beim Nest-
bau.der Végel wird erwihnt, daB der Fasan (fadrug) einen FluBkrebs in
sein Nest lege (173,6). Neben Seltsamkeiten finden sich auch Plattheiten,
wie z.B."die, daB die Hunde beim Urinieren das Bein heben (163, -4 ff.).
Dazwischen sind immer wieder lingere Geschichten eingeflochten, die
der Physiologostradition angehdren. Sie stammen entweder aus der
arabischen Ubersetzung des ,,Buches der Naturgegenstinde” oder aus
dem pseudo-aristotelischen K. Ny al-hayawdn. Man liest die Geschich- . =
ten vom Igel, Lowen, Fuchs, Biber, Elephanten, Salamander, Wildesel,
Einhormn, Hirsch, Antholops, Adler, Rebhuhn, Geier, Pelikan, von der
Schlange, Sonnenechse und Ameise und vom zdmiir-Fisch 2,

! TauhIdi Imtac 159, -4 bis 195,8. Lothar Kopf, The Zoolugical Chapter of the Kitab al-Imtac
wal-Muinasa of AbQ Hayyidn al-Tauhidi (roth century), transl. from the Arabic and annotated,
in: Osiris 12,1656,300-466.

* Syrisch zamérd, vgl. Ps. Arist. BNG nr. g6.

UND GEHEINMWISSENS CHAFTEN
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HEDGEHOGS AND THEIR “CHICKS”

A Case History of the Aristotelian Reception
in Arabic Zoology |

ReMEE KRUE®

Mediaeval Arabic zoological lore — just as its European counter-
part — contains a quantity of surprising facts about all kinds of
animals, the most exotic as well as the most common. Unicorns and
griffons are described along with familiar creatures such as lions,
foxes and frogs, and although one meets fairly often with infor-
mation about cormparatively well-known ‘animals which even the
most superficial personal observation contradicts, few animals have
fared worse than the hedgehog, qunfudh, almost a household animal
in the rural parts of Europe as well 28 the countries on the other
side of the Mediterranean.

Hedgehogs, we learn from ad-Damiri’s zoological encyclopedia
(second half of the 14th century), have five teeth (ad-Damiri, 1284,
s. v. qunfudh). They lay five eggs, according to an-NuwayTi (first
half of the 14th century, A. D.) (an-NuwayTi, 1342, vol. X, p. 1686},
which do not have a hard shell but consist of a fleshy substance.
Only the female sits on the eggs, without any help from the male,
says Pseudo-Maimonides (probably 13th century) (Mass b. “‘Ubayd-
allah, 1960, p. 37). The hedgehog walks on five feet, al-Ibshihi
informs us (first half of the 15th century) (al-Tbghihi, 1279, vol. 1L,
p. 155). Hedgehogs copulate in a standing position, back-to-back,
according to the majority of Arabic sources; but ad-Damiri sup-
poses that it happens back (of the male)-to-belly (of the female},
whereas an-Nuwayri and al-Ibshihi suggest a belly-to-belly posi-
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL CIRCLE

B. Tue PrarLosorHical CIRCLE

The members of Sijistani’s circle and their views are presented on the
pages of Tawhidi’s writings, especially in the Mugabasat and the Imta‘
wal-mu’anasa. The entries on them in the Stwan al-hikma are culled, for
the most part, from Tawhidi. Sijistan1’s associates appear together in a
discussion on astrology that was held in his majlis. On another occasion
they marked the death of ‘Adud al-Dawla by uttering appropriate senien-
tiae, and a small group participated in a discussion of a saying ascribed to
Alexander the Great.®!

Some of the participants in the Sijistdni circle belonged to the
secretarial class—a profession well represented among the creative
minority in our period. A number of Sijistani’s associates had previously
studied with Yahya b. ‘Adi. One colleague, al-Andalusi, was a gram-
marian; another, Ghulim Zuhal, was a prominent astronomer. A
number of associates and pupils are not mentioned in the extant writings
of Tawhidi but are known from bio-bibliographical sources.

The philosophical doctrines expounded in the texts available to us are
heavily saturated with Neoplatonic motifs. The philosophical doctrine
common to the circle is essentially identical with the teaching of the
master. The chief preoccupations of the circle’s members, as reflected in
Tawhidi’s recordings of sessions (majalis), were the mind-body problem
and the question of God’s relation to the universe. The teaching was a
kind of “‘rationalistic mysticism,”’ beginning with ethical purification,
culminating in intellectual illumination.®?

Knowledge is conceived as the achievement of contiguity between the
human and the universal intellect. The individual intellect is regarded as
being a part of the universal intellect (the doctrine of ‘‘monopsychism’’).
In the cognitive act it returns to its source, attaining unity and tranquili-
ty. In symbolic language this is expressed by the image of the return of
man’s spirit from the world, in which it is a stranger, to its true
homeland in the other world. The contact with the universal intellect is
described as illumination, or as inspiration or revelation. By this il-
luminative cognition the individual glimpses the First Cause and
Ultimate End.

God, the True Creator and Unique One, is the emanative source of all
things and permeates all things. The One is beyond every description
and assertion, and transcends any reality that can be depicted or
denoted. The super-sensible hypostases—intellect, soul, nature—

emanate from the One.
@

81 See Humanism in the Renaissance of Islam, pp. 144ff.
82 P Merlan, Monopsychism, Mysticismn, Metaconsciousness (The Hague 1963), p. 2.

Considerable attention is devoted to definitions of philosophic terms,
but systematic discussions of philosophic gquestions—logic
physics—are practically unattested. The relative absence of this genre of
discussion is surprising in view of the heavy stress on the logical and
physical writings of Aristotle in the school of Yahya b. ‘Adi. Tawhidi
evidently reported discussions that interested him in particular.

and

1. Aba Hayyan al-Tawhids

¢

Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidl was Sijistini’s ‘‘protégé, his associate and
constant companion, who stalks his every step and retains whatever
there is to know about him”” (/m%, I, 29). Tawhidi records many ses-
sions which took place in Sijistant’s maylis and gives vivid portrayals of
his teacher’s way of life, attitudes, and opinions,®

Tawhid?’s reliability as a reporter is, unfortunately, not beyond
reproach. He was stigmatized as a liar and forger by medieval
biographers. Even Yaqit, who had kind words for him, accused him of
forgery in connection with a correspondence Tawhidi relates between the
philosopher Ahmad b. al-Tayyib al-Sarakhsi and the secretary Ahmad b.
Muhammad b. Thawaba.®* The chain of transmission given by Tawhidi
is respectable: al-Saymari{Ibn Samaka{Ibn Mubharib. (Cf. the isnad in
Mugabasat 89, pp. 333-34: al-Saymari{Samaka(al-Qummi{Ibn Muharib
al-Faylastf.). According to Tawhidi’s account, Ahmad b. al-Tayyib,
having heard that Ibn Thawaba had refused to learn geometry when this
was proposed by a friend, asked him in a letter about the incident. Ibn
Thawaba related the introduction into his majlis of a sheikh, described as
a monk, a weird-looking figure, a geometrician, who tried to teach him
his subject. He began with the definition of a point as something in-
divisible, further explained as something simple. This befuddled the
secretary, When the geometrician illustrated the notion of a point with
the examples of ““God’’ or “‘the soul,”” Ibn Thawaba accused him of
heresy and had him ejected.®® A Muslim geometrician was then brought

83 I have treated Tawhidl’s personality and career in Humanism, pp. 212ff.

8¢ The text appears in Tawhidi, 4khldg al-wazirayn, pp. 235-47, and is quoted by Ya-
qut, Irshad al-arib ila ma‘rifat al-adib, ed. D. S. Margoliouth (Leiden 1907-31), II, 44-51.
See Rosenthal, Aimad B. at-Tayyib as-Sarahsi, pp. 86-94. Al-Sarakhst, a philosopher, was
a pupil of al-Kindi. Ibn Thawaba, a secretary, was a member of the family of Thawiba.
He is Abu 1-*‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Thawaba (d. 273 or 277/886 or 891); see
Ibn al-Nadim, Kitab al-fikrist, ed. G. Fligel (Leipzig 1871-72), p. 130; trans. B. Dodge,
The Fihrist of al-Nadim (New York and London), pp. 283-85. Yaqut, Irshdd, 11, 36-51; F.
Rosenthal, ‘*‘Abu Haiyan al-Tawhidi on Penmanship,’” Ars Islamica, 13-14 (1948): 8, 10
and 17; reprinted iu Four Essays on Art and Literature in Islam (Leiden 1971), pp. 31, 44, 46.

85 On the notion that God is a point, see also al-Bironi, India, trans. E. G. Sachau
(London 1910), 1, 32, quoting a Hindu s&lolar. =
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25450~  al-Kaitani, 1., ity Hayyfm at-Taw.fﬁdi': Fssayiste arabe du IVe
siécle de 1'Hégire - Introduction d son oeuvre, Beyrouth, 1950.

25hi-  HMahjoub, Zf, fAba-§ayy;n at-Taw@ld!, un rationalliste orfginal“,
IBLA, 196k, 27: 317-bh,

2542-  Margollouth, D.S., - “Abu r_iaiy;n”, EIZ, i: 87-8.

2543~ Stern, S.M., ‘Abu Hayy;n al-Tawhidi", EI2, 126-7.

»-Zaryab, A., "Eip wiederaufgefundenes Herknﬁﬁa;h& L
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1962: 24é-s0.
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at-Tawhidi, Abd Hayyan (d 1023, perhaps
at 90 years of age), one of the leading Arab
authors and philosophers, of Persian origin.
He spent most of his life in Baghdad, first
as a student of law and philology, later as
a secretary. Expelled from the city for the
propagation of heretical opinions, he
wandered through Persia for many years,
taking the rough with the smooth. In
Baghdad once again, he contented himseif
with the barest necessities in order to be
able to devote his whole time to the society
of learned men and to his own writing,
He is one of the great figures of classical
Arabic prose; brilliant in content, his works
have perfect style. His numerous writings
cover many subjects, from the art of calj-
graphy Risala f1 ‘ilm al-kitaba (Epistle on
Penmanship), to a pamphiet of sarcastic
satire on two viziers Kitdb al-wazirayn (The
Book of the Two Viziers); from friends and
friendship Riséla fi *s-sadaga (Epistle on
Friendship and Friends) to philosophical
treatises and discussion with his contem-
poraries al-Mugdbasit (Doctrines and
Opinions), Kirab al-imtd* wa'l-mudGnasa
(The Book of Enlivenmeni and Good
Company). The historical basis of these
discussions, in which there are many neo-
Platonist ideas, is unusually close to reality.
Although not himself a Sufi, his whole way
of life was close to that of Suft circles, as
can be seen from another of his works,
al-Ishardt al-ilahiva (The Divine Signs).

Trans.: M. Bergé, Une anthologie sur Famitis
d’Adbi Hayyan at-Tawhidi (Bulletin &’Ftudes
Orientales, 1958-60).

BGAL21283,S1435f; EI21 126-7. RS

DICTIONARY OF ORIENTAL LITERATURES, ed. JIRI BECK A
c. I, ( ) LONDON. s. 4 82
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521

TAWHIDI al-, abu-HAYYAN, an Arabic philosopher, mystic and
Ju_rist (11023). He was born in Persia but spent the greater part of
his life in Baghdad. He was a convinced adherent of the Mutazilite
school of religious thought and a member of the ‘Brethren of Purity’®
(Ikhwan al-Safd’), a religio-political fraternity of somewhat heterodox
and mystical leanings. His belief which he vigorously und unflinchingly

defended, exposed him to all sorts of attacks until he was forced to
fiee from Baghdad. Adter that, nothing further is known of his fate.
In 2 moment of depression al-Tawhidi burned all his manuscripts,
but some of his works have been preserved. The best known among
thern is the Mugdbdsdt, a collection of discussions allegedly held among
prominent scholars of his time and analysing various philosophical
and metaphysical problems. The Mugdbasat belongs to a particular
genre of scientific literature, the so-called Mundzara (from ndzar, in-
vestigation), which in the form of rhetorical competitions deals with
questions of the most varied fields of thought. .
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* . Abt Hayyan al-TAWHIDI, al-Basa’ir wa-l-dhakhd’ir,
¢d. par Ahmad Amin et Sayyid Saqr, Le Caire, Lajnat
al-ta’lif, 1373 /1053, 17 X 24cm., 8 4 304 pages, 4 photos
de manuscrits. o

Le regretté Ahmad Amin, dans le désir de faire connaitre celui
envers lequel la vie avait été si dure, al-Tawhidi, avait décidé de publier
son ceuvre. Clest ainsi que parut, sous son impulsion, d’abord al-Imta’
wa-l-mo’anasa et al-Hawamil wa-l-sham@’il. Dans ces ouvrages, Tawhidi
expose ses idées personnelles. Dans les Basa@’ir, il s’est astreint avant
tout & faire une anthologie, ol sa personnalité se révele dans le choix
méme des éléments de son recueil. II cite certaines de ses sources:
Jahiz, les Nawadir de I'vabi (t 231), le Kamil de Mobarrad (1 285),
les ‘Opin d’Tbn Qotayba (1 276), les Mojalasat de Tha'lab (1 291),
al-manziim wa-l manthiir ’Aba Tahir (1 280), al-awrdq de Sali (1 235),
al-wozard® d’Ibn ‘Abdis al-Jahshiyari (f 331) etc.

Dans une introduction alerte, Ahmad Amin établit un paralitle
entre Jahiz, maitre du 2e. sitcle, au début de la formation de la prose
savante et Tawhidi arrivé 2 Papogée du 4e sidcle. Il signale la nécessité,
malgré le changement de notre sensibilit¢, de reproduire le texte des
Bas@’ir in extenso, sans 'expurger, malgré ses nombreuses crudités de
langage. L’ouvrage ne comporte aucune structure interne: les anecdotes
et les sentences se suivent sans aucun lien.

L’édition a été faite sur deux manuscrits: celui de Fatih(Istamboul,
photog. 2 Dar al-Kotob 1904 adab), de la main d’al-Ashraf b. al-
Qadi al-Fadil, daté de 628, difficile 2 lire (fac-similé de quelques pages);
celui de Cambridge (1117 de PH.), écrit par Yasof b. Moh. connu sous
le nom d’Ibn al-Wakil. Les éditeurs supposent qu’il est une copie du
premier.

- (Pest” le shaykh Saqr, --Ahmad Amin P'indigue dans la. préface, -

‘: qui a fait la majeure partie du travail: collation des manuscrits, établis-
sement du texte, notes biographiques’ et philologiquies. Abmad Amin .
a revu les secondes épreuves: . ' L

VIDED.c W ,185% (KAHIRE
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THE PHILOSOPHER AS LITTERATEUR:
AL-TAWHIDI AND HIS PREDECESSORS!

Evierert K. Rowson*

Among the many and varied epithets bestowed on Abu Hay-

yan ‘al-Tawhidi (d. 414/1028) by his biographers, perhaps the
most apposite is that describing him as ‘‘the philosopher of the
littérateurs and the littérateur of the philosophers.”’2 To be sure,
he was also, according to Yaqut, ““a shaykh among the Sufis”, as
well as “the investigator (muhaqgig) of the kaldm and the muta-
kallim of the investigators, the leader of the eloquent, and a pil-
lar of the Banil Sasan.” Such listings of multiple areas of compe-
tence and activity are a cliché in biographical dictionaries, and
were intended to emphasize the versatility and polymathy of
their subjects.? But it is clear from al-Tawhidi’s works themselves
that he was not only a writer proficient in the distinct fields of
falsafa and adab (and Sofism and kaldm), but also someone

* Department of Oriental Studies, 847 Williams Hall, University of Penn-
sylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104, U.S.A.

1 This article is a revised version of a paper read at a conference held at
Harvard University in May 1988 under the auspices of Harvard’s Commit-
tee on Medieval Studies.

2 “Faylasif al-udabd’ wa-adid al-faldsifa”, according to Yaqut ({rshad
al-arib [Mu‘jam al-udabd’], ed. A. F. Rifa7 [Cairo, 1936-38], XV, 5), who
apparently borrowed the phrase (rom Muhammad b. al-Habbiriya (d. 504/
1110); see Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-mizan (Beirut, 1971), VI, 40 1.,
and Joel Kraemer, Humanism in the Renaissance of Islam (Leiden, 1986),
220 and n. 31.

3 For example, Abi Bakr al-Tamimi is called “al-mugri’ al-adib al-fagih
al-muhaddith al-dayyin al-zahid al-weri® al-thiqa al-imam bil-haqiga’ by
‘Abd al-Ghalir al-Farisi (al-Siydq li-Ta’rikh Naysabur, facsimile ed. in R.
Frye, The Histories of Nishapur [Cambridge, Mass., 1965}, second MS, fol.
24b-25a); and Aba 1-“Abbas al-Jarmaqi was a “kalib faylasuf muhandis
shi‘ir” according to al-Tha‘alibi (Yalimal al-dahr, ed. M. M. ‘Abd al-Hamid
[Cairo, 1856], TV, 341). Note also Yaqut’s description of Tbn Durayd (d.
321/083) as “ash‘ar al-wlama’ wa-a‘lam al-shu‘ara’”’ (Irshad, XVIIIL, 129).

whose adab struck the udebd’ as falsafa, and whose fulsafu
struck the faldsife as adab. In such works as the al-fmia‘ wal-
mu’anasa, which describes his evening conversations with the
wazir Ibn Sa‘dan, and especially the Mugdbasat, which records
philosophical discussions and opinions in the circle of his mentor
Abu Sulayman al-Sijistani, he presented basic philosophical ideas
in a form familiar and congenial to the udabd’, thus straddling
two realms of discourse and potentially appealing to two distin-
guishable audiences. The epithet further implies that he was
somehow excepticnal in this endeavor, either in making such an
attempt at all or in the quality of what he produced.

Few scholars, medieval or modern, would contest that al-Taw-
hidi was more an adib than a faylasaf. While all his known
works could properly be considered works of adab, none of them
would qualify as works of falsafe. He wrote no technical philo-
sophical treatises, and even the Mugdbasdt, his most “philosophi-
cal” work, is a mélange of dogmas, discussions, and speculations
reported from other people, with no attempt on the author’s part
to present a sustained analysis of a given problem: the book is
not falsafe, but about it. Correspondingly, it would be a littéra-
teur, and not a philosopher, who would be likely to call al-Taw-
hidi a faylasif - as Yagat says, he was the philosopher of the lit-
térateurs.

While not entirely symmetrical, then, al-Tawhidi’s way of
combining these two realms of discourse is nonetheless of consid-
erable interest in the context of any attempt to assess the status
of the philosopher within the wider world of classical Islamic
high culture, and the degree to which he could hope to find a
readership beyond the confines of his own discipline. Adab, un-
like philosophy, was an essential component of that wider cul-
ture, and together with its inevitable correlate ‘ifm, “knowl-
edge”, comprised what we may call its mainstream. That falsafa
was essentially excluded from the mainstream is, of course, due
to the fact that it too was an “Zlm, one whose tenets were seen to
clash with those of the religicus sciences which were at the heart
of the acceptable and indeed requisite “{m of the cultured mun;
and it is with the relationship between philosophy and religion,
reason and revelation, that both medieval and modern scholars
have been particularly preoccupied. Classical adab, on the other
hand, while neither unconcerned with eternal verities nor oblivi-
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LES ECRITS D’PABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

Problémes de chronologie

o
i N

PAR

Marc BERGE

Cest une préoccupation fondamentale que d’essayer de situer dans le temps les ouvrages
d’al-Tawhidi. Toute précision apportée dans ce domaine nous aidera & mieux saisir, dans son
évolution, la personnalité morale et intellectuelle de ce styliste et humaniste arabe du 1ve-x°
siecle (1). Nous ne disposons pas, en effet, d’une biographie détaillée de ce prosateur et Yaqiit,
lui-méme, pas plus qu’aucun auteur ancien, n’a eu le souci de présenter ses ceuvres dans un
ordre respectueux, peu ou prou, de I'histoire événementielle.

C’est pourquoi nous nous efforcerons d’établir une chronologie qui s’appuiera sur les dates
ou les faits mentionnés dans les écrits eux-mémes ou, quand ceux-ci feront défaut, sur des
critéres internes ouvrant la voie 2 des hypothéses vraisemblables.

Dans le classement chronologique des ceuvres d’al-Tawhidi, il est évident que nous écar-
terons, au départ, les douze ceuvres (2) dont nous n’avons que le titre et dont les sujets nous
restent inconnus. C’est donc vingt-quatre ceuvres, dont la paternité revient a al-Tawhidi, qui
attendent de nous d’étre classées selon leur date de composition. Avant d’en dresser un tableau
méhodique il est bon de nous rendre compte, par quelques exemples, des différents cas de
datation dont nous aurons & nous occuper.

Il faut nous féliciter tout d’abord de trouver dans cing ouvrages d’al-Tawhidi (3), des dates
qui, méme si elles ne concernent pas, parfois, le moment exact de la composition, nous permet-
tent toutefois d’en fixer le rerminus a quo ou le terminus ad quem. A vrai dire, il s’agit 1a
d’ceuvres maitresses dont la composition s’est parfois échelonnée sur de trés nombreuses années.
Cest ainsi que, dans la préface des Bas@’ir, al-Tawhidi écrit en substance : Jai décidé de
noter toutes les informations orales que jai pu recueillir « de 350 a 365 » (4). Il ajoute plus

1) Voir M. BERrGE, Pour un humanisme vécu : 2) Voir M. BercGE, Le Corpus Tawhidien : Essai
Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi. Essai sur la personnalité  d’inventaire et de classement par matiéres, Al de
morale, intellectuelle et littéraire d'un grand prosa- TVIFAO du Caire, tome XIII, 1977, p. 43-72.
teur et humaniste arabe engagé dans la société de 3) Baas’ir, Ahlaq, Imi3‘, Sadidga et Risala ila
I'époque bityide, 4 Bagdad, Rayy er Chiraz, au 1-Qadi Abl Sahl.

IV°/IX® siécle. Collection IFEA de Damas, 1977. 4) Ed. AA., I 41 89
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Tawhidi, Aba Hayyan. Akhlag al-wazirayn. ed. M. al-Tanji. Damascus 1965 (Arab
Academy of Damascus)-
- Al-Basa’ir wal-dhakhd’ir. ed. 1. Keilani. 4 vols. Damascus 1964-66.
| ——. Al-Hawamil wal-Shawamil (with Miskawayh). ed. A. Amin and A. Sagr. Cairo
~ 1o 137071951 ‘ '
T — Al-Tmta wal-mu’dnasa. ed. A. Amin and A. al-Zayn. 2nd ed. 3 vols. Gairo 1953.
Ms. Top Kapu, Ahmed III, 2389. A
\ ———. al-Isharat al-ilahiyya, 1. ed. ‘A, Badawl. Cairo 1950 (Islamica, 12) (reissued Kuwayt
1981).
| ——. Al-Mugabasat. ed. M. T. Husayn. Baghdad 1970. ed. H. al-Sandibi. Cairo 1347/
‘f 1929. |
——. Risdla f7 “Um ai-kitaba. ed. F. Rosenthal, ““Aba Haiyan al-Tawhidi on Penman-
ship.”” Ars Islamica, 13-14(1948): 1-30. (also in Four Essays on Art and Literature in
Islam). ed. L. Keilani, in Trous Epitres d’Abu Hayyan al- Tawhidz, Damascus 1951 (Insti-
tut Francais de Damas).
— — Risalat al-saddga wal-sadig. ed. L. Keilani. Damascus 1964 (Institut Francais de
Damas). : .
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tawhidiens sur la filiation gahizienne
mme de lettres musulman du IVe/Xe sidcle

-8

PAR

~MARC BERGE

('EsTau disciple qu'il revient de faire connaitre le maitre et de
perpétuer sa notoriété. Mais plus tard, dans le temps, nait une
telle dépendance, plus elle indique la valeur et l'originalité de celui
qui a su faire ceuvre créatrice en imprimant un courant nouveau
a I'histoire, en I'occurrence I’histoire littéraire arabe. Tels sont en
effet, I'un par rapport a l'autre, al-Gahig, (m. en 255/868), le maitre
de la prose arabe dans la premiére moitié du ITIe/IXe siecle, et al-
Tawhidi ! (m. 414/1023), brillant styliste de la deuxiéme moitié du
IVe/Xe siécle, ’ .

Cent cinquante années, approximativement, séparent les débuts
de la maturité littéraire de ces deux écrivains, aux destinées
humaines et intellectuelles certes si différentes, mais que rap-
prochait le méme gotit pour l'art d’écrire.

C’est un ouvrage d'al-Tawhidi intitulé Tagriz al-Gakiz, « Eloge
d’al-Gahiz », qui nous pose, de la fagon la plus frappante, le probléme
de la filiation gahizizane de cet auteur, 11 est important de remar-
quer & cet égard, qu'a notre connaissance, il n’existe pas d’ouvrage
semblable sur al-Géhiz avant ou aprés al-Tawhidi. Ce dernier, dont
la vaste culture 2 littéraire, philosophique, scientiﬁque et religicuse

V. drabica, Volume spécial Bagdad, 1962. Cu. PrLLaT. La prose arabe &
Bagdad,p. 407-18; voir particuliérement p. 4og-11, 416, 418. Ch. Pellat
écrit: « [Al-Tawhidi) reproduit avec talent des conversations de caractére
surtout philosophique, brosse des portraits spirituels et caustiques de quel-
ques-uns de ses contemporains {notamment d'Ibn ‘Abbad et d'Ibn al-*Amid)
et compose des rasd’! qui rappellent al-Gihiz: al-Tawhidi est, sans doute,
le dernier et Ie plus éminent représentant de la lignée du grand prosateur du
111I¢ si¢cle [al-Gahiz], dont il se réclame d’ailleurs et pour qui il proclame son
admiration; sa prose, trés brillante, a le mérite de ne pas faire appel 3 la
rime & une époque ol, dans les milieux qu'il fréquente, cet ornement est
devenu guasiment obligatoire dans le style ¢pistolaire et les ouvrages des
secrétaires qui reprennent le dessus » (p- 416).

2. La premiére manifestation écrite de cette vaste culture est Pouvrage
al-Bagsd’iy wa-I-dahd’tr, aux proportions considérables (deux mille pages
selon al-Tawhidf lui-méme. Ed. A. AMIN, p. 10, 1. 6), et dont les deux premiers
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fait notre admiration, a donc tenu 2 prendre position publiquement
sur la valeur exceptionnelle ! d’un écrivain antérieur — al-Gahiz —
dont les ouvrages étaient 4 son époque lus, recopiés et cités. Al-
Tawhidi, au lieu de taire la célébrité du maitre — concurrent de
valeur sur le plan des lettres — choisit le moyen le plus propre & la
renforcer, sans redouter que cela nuise 3 sa propre renommaée.

Il ne nous viendra pas A I'idée ici de faire un paralléle entre al-
Gahiz et al-Tawhidi, entreprise qui pourtant serait fort éclairante
pour la compréhension de I'un et 'autre de ces auteurs, mais qui
pourra prendre place dans des travaux ultérieurs. Notre but est
donc de nous limiter & poser un probléme d’histoire littéraire dans
les termes mémes ol al-Tawhidi I'éclaire et sans prétendre le
résoudre de fagon définitive. D’autres, plus compétents que nous,
seraient d’ailleurs mieux 4 méme de préciser — sur le double plan
de la pensée et du style — I'influence qui fut celle d’al-Gahiz sur
les générations postérieures et les réactions que cet auteur provoqua.

#* *
*

Examinons dans I’ordre chronologique, autant que cela est
possible, les jugements d’al-Tawhidi sur al-Gahiz. Nous nous
sommes attachés en effet & ne laisser dans l'ombre — dans les
limites du possible — aucun de ces jugements et nous nous sommes
reportés A toutes les ceuvres d’al-Tawhidi. Un tel travail s’avérait
indispensable, en distinguant en outre les simples citations d’ou-
vrages d'al-Gahiz — méthode constante dans I'adab — des juge-
ments portés sur lui. D’autre part, ce recours 2 toutes les ceuvres
d’al-Tawhidi était d’autant plus précieux que le texte du Tagriz
al-Gakiz ® ne nous est parvenu (ite sous forme d’extraits trés brefs
cités par Yaqit en divers endroits de son [r$ad.

tomes seulement sur dix sont publiés en deux éditions différentes: 1°) Ed.
A. AMIN et A. Sagr. Le Cairc 1373/1953: tome I, 259 p.; 2%) Ed. 1. KerLang,
Damas 1964: tome I et tome Il en un seul volume, 559 p. On peut se reporter
avec profit 4 ces deux éditions. Nous signalons la parution prochaine du
deuxitme volume de I'édition d'I. Keilani, devant comporter les tomes 111
et IV des Basa>ir.

I. YAQUT, citant, dans son Ir&id, le Tagriz al-Gahiz, nous indique qu’al-
Tawhidi avait, dans ce livre, énuméré un groupe de gens qui reconnaissaient
la supériorité d’al-Gahiz. Voir Irad, =z¢tme ¢dition, D. S, MARGOLIOUTH,
Irsad al-arib ii@ ma‘rifat al-adib, al-ma<if bi-mugam al-udabad> le Caire
1923-5, tome III, p. 86, I. 13-5, tome V, p. 282, L. 6.

2. Nous avons quelques raisons de penser qu'il ne faudrait pas désespérer



MERITES RESPECTIFS DES NATIONS

SELON LE KITAB AL-IMTA< WA-L-MU*ANASA
D’ABU HAYVAN AL-TAWHIDI (m. en 414/1023)

PAR

MARC BERGE

LES questions. anthropologiques® n’ont jamais été absentes des

— thémes de réflexion des auteurs arabes, notamment, au IV ejXe
siécle, oli ce sont déja des problémes d’anthropologie culturelle qu’un
auteur, comme Ab#i Hayyan al-Tawhidi, aborde, pour son époque,
de-la fagon la plus ouverte.

En effet cet auteur se plait 4 rapporter les discussions variées
qui surgissaient dans certains cercles intellectuels de I'Irak bouyide
et, dans son Kitdb al-Imig- wa-l-muw’dnasa®, i1 montre commeht,
autour de la personnalité du vizir Ibn Sa‘dan al-‘Arid? & Bagdad,
on s’interrogeait sur la supériorité d'une nation sur une autre
et donc d’une culture sur une autre ¢,

Nous voudrions donc, d'une facon analytique, et en recourant
parfois 4 la traduction, présenter, a titre documentaire, deux
nuits® du Kutab al-Imig¢ qui sont consacrées l'une, totalement,

1. Nous prenons le mot « anthropologie », d'une part, dans son sens général
«étude de 'homme » et, d’autre part, dans le sens plus particulier que note
A. LALANDE dans le Vocabulaire techiique el cvitique de la philosophie, Paris
1968, p. 62, paragraphe D: on y voit toutes les sciences humaines (sociologie,
linguistique, ethnographie etc. .) concourir & une définition de Phomme dans
son entier,

2. C'est cet ouvrage (&dition Ahmad AwmiN et A, AL-ZAYN, 3 volumes,
Le Caire 1939-1944 et 1953, 650 pages) que nous avons étudié pour notre
these de 3¢ cycle (750 pages dactylographiées), Paris 1969, sous le titre:
Une source pour la connaissance de la vie intellectuelle ef sociale a Bagdad au
IVe[Xe siécle: plan, traduction partielle (125 pages de texte arabe) et analyse
suivie des quarantes « nuits » avec mtroduction, notes, index des notions,
index des noms propres (mille personnages environ).

3. Ministre de Samsam al-dawla 2 Bagdad de 372/982 4 375/085.

4 A. Bapawl dans son ouvrage, La transmission de la philosophie grecque
au monde arabe, éd. Vrin, Paris 1968, signale (p. 1 3) Vimportance de “ce
théme aux IXe et Xe siécles et il nous renvoie, pour cela, au Kidb al-Imia®
wa-l-muw’dnasa d’Abt Hayyian aL-TawniDi. :
~ 5. La sixitme et la quatorzidme. Les références renverront au tome (en

chiffre romain), & la page (chiffre) et 4 la ligne AL suivi d’un chiffre).

Aranrca XI1X - I



ABU HAYYAN TAWHIDI, “aul B MOHAM-
MAD B. AL- “ABBAS. an Outslanding man of letters
and essayist of the Buyid period. He was born between
310/922 and 3207932, probably at Shiraz. though his
birthplace 1s also given as Nisapar, Waset, or even
Baghdad. He is said to have received the name Tawhidi
because his fdthr was 4 seller in Baghdad of a type of
date known a§ tawhid  but itis possible (¢f. Soyuli, Lobh
al-lohab)y that Tawindi is derived from the name ahi
al-tawhid wa'l- “adl adopted by the Mo "tazela and so
would refer to his philosophical views. He spent his
youth in Baghdad, where he studied law with the
Shafi“ite scholar Aba Hamed Marvarridi and Hadith
with Aba Bakr Sasi, Abi Sa “id Sirafi. and others. His
studies must have included philology and literature.
and at least a smattering of Sufism.

On the completion of his studies he made a hiving
as a professional scribe and moved to various cities,
He was in Mecca in 353/964 (/- Dm(:‘ Cairo. 1939.44.
. p. 79) and at Ray in 358/968 (Yaqgut. Odubd 11,
p. 292). On the latter occasion he was scribe (o Saheb
b. “Abbad (q.v.). vizier to the Buyid prince M¢’ ayyed-

al-dawla: but he also had connections with Ebn al-
“Amud (q.v., d. 360/970), vizier of Rokn-al-dawla, the
father of Mo ayyed-alsdawla. Abii Hayyan himsell tells
us (Mogabasat, Cairo. 1929. p. 156) that in 361/971 he
was in Baghdad hstenmg to Yahya b. “Adl’s lectures
on philosophy. Before long, however, he was back in
Ray in the employment of Ebn al-"Amid’s son and
successor, Abu’l-Fath b. al-*Amid. who fell into
disfavor and was executed (shortly after the death of
Rokn-al-dawla) i 366/976. Almost immediatély Aba
Hayyin returned to the post of sceretary to Saheb,
and retained this post until the end of 3714980, when
he moved o Baghdad and was recommended by friends
to the vizier Ebn Sa “dan. He continued_to serve Ebn
Saddn until the latter’s dismissal and exccution in
375/985. While working for Ebn Sa‘dan. he was also
¢ member of the distinguished literary and philosophi-
cal cirele or salon of Abi Solayman Manteqi Sejestani
(d. about 375/985). He was probably also in touch with

74983 (Lowocs)
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ESSAT DE BIBLIOGRAPHIE TAWHIDIENNE DE 1883 A 1965

TABLEAU CHRONOLOGIQUE — ETUDE STATISTIQUE ET CLASSEMENT

LISTE ALPHABETIQUE

Marc BERGE

1 — TAB},EAU CHRONOLOGIQUE DE 1883 A 1965.

Nous avons noté 75 auteurs modernes, environ, mais cette liste ne saurait &tre exhaustive et nous
serons certainement injuste, malgré nous, a I'égard de quelques auteurs, oubliés, qui ont pris soin,
eux aussi, d’évoquer la personnalité d’al-Tawhidi (V).

1l ne sera pas négligeable de relever également les mentions rapides d’al-Tawhidi par les auteurs
traitant de sujets divers : il y a 1a 'intention d’associer les ceuvres d’al-Tawhidi aux documents qui
permettent une meilleure compréhension de I'histoire de la civilisation arabo-musulmane.

1°) DE LA FONDATION, EN 1883, DU PARTI REFORMISTE CANONIQUE PAR AL-AFGANI ET M. "ABDUH,
JUSQU’A LA PREMIERE GUERRE MONDIALE (1914).

1883 : Sidyaq (Ahmad Faris). Edition en un seul volume, de la Risdla f7 I-Sadiqa wa i-sadiq (199 p.)
et de la Risala fi I-"Ulim (9 p.). Editions al-Gawa’ib %, Istanbul 1301/1883 (),

1886 : Huwansari (Muhammad Baqir al-Isfahani); ; m. 1313/1895; jurisconsulte imamite, historien

et mutakallim (),

Rawdat al-ganmat fi ahwal al-‘ulama’ wa lsddar : lithographie persane, 1304-6/1886-1838,

1v, 205.

Cet auteur ¥ite est un survivant des compositeurs de notice. 11 fait deux remarques importantes :
la premiére souligne le lien existant entre I’ouvrage d’al-Tawhidi al-Hag¢ al-"aqli (perdu) et les idées
mystiques qui ont conduit al-Hallag au martyre; la deuxiéme, montre la ressemblance entre la Risdla
Jt abbar al-sifiva d’al-Tawhidi et la Risgla d’al-Quiayri, jurisconsulte §afi‘ite, mystique m. en 465/

1073,

1887 : Mirzd Husayn al-Sirdzi, éditeur, & Bombay, du Kitdh al-Mugédbasat d’al-Tawhidi.

) Voir M. Bergé, Pour un humanisme vécu : Aba
Hayyan al-Tawhidi. Essai sur la personnalité morale,
intellectuelle et littéraire d'un grand prosateur et humaniste
arahe & Bagdad, Rdyy et Chirdz au Vel X s. IFEA,
Damas, 1979.

2 La fondation du journal al-Gawd’ib remonte 3 1860.

@) D».8. Margoliouth, dans EJ, I, 90-91 cite une réfé-
rence plus ancienne, de 1837, d’une publication que nous
n’avons pu nous procurer : Nanwerk, MNotiz fiber das
arab. Buch : Tulfat ihwan al-safd’ — Berlin,

W Voir GAL, S I1, 828 et Kahhila, I¥X, 37.
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Abbas Hamdani

ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI AND
THE BRETHREN OF PURITY

Since the famous tenth-century man of letters Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidi (ca.
320/932~414/1023)! named four specific contemporary writers as the authors of
the otherwise anonymous encyclopedic work Ras@’sl Ikhwan al-Safd’ 2 it became
almost traditional for both medieval and modern scholars to accept his story as
fact.

Abli Hayyan's version was contained in his Kitah al-Imitd" wa'l-Mu'anasa,’ -
written between 373/983 and 375/985. This was a collection of thirty-seven
s¢ances at the court of Ibn Sa‘dan, the wazir of the Bilyid ruler Samsam al-Dawla
(372/983-376/987), during the time of the ‘Abbdsid Caliph al-T2i‘ (363 /974~
181/991).

Autror’s Note. This is the revised version of a paper presenged under the same title
to the Tenth Annual Meeting of the Middle East Studies Assotiation at Los Angeles,
11-13 November 1976. T am grateful for the help given by my colleagues, Professors
James Brundage and John McGovern. My thanks are also due to Ms. Ilga Strazdins for
her patience and care in preparing the typescript of this article. ‘

I dedicate this article to the memory of my friend Professor Deodaat Breebaart (d.
13 May 1977, in Cairo).

' Among the various studies made on the life and work of Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidji,
the following prominent ones should be noted: (a) Paul Kraus, ‘Abn Hayyéan al-Tawhidi’,
in al-Thagdfa (Cairo), 6, 284 (1944), 21-23; (b} ‘Abd al-Razziq Muhyi'd-Din, Aba
Hayyan al-Tawhidi: siratuhu wa Atharuhu (Cairo, 1949); (¢) Ibrahim al-Kaylani, Fssayisie
arabe du IVe siécle de Phegire (Xe s5.): Introduction & son ouvre (Beirut, 1950); (d) S. M.
Stern, ‘Abl Hayyan al-Tawhidi’, Ef? (1954); (&) Ihsin ‘Abbas, 4ba Hayyan al-Tawhidi
(in Arabic) (Beirut, 1956); (f) Ahmad al-Hafi, 4ba Hayyan al-Tawhidi (in Arabic)
(Cairo, 1957); (g) Ibrahim Zakariyva, 4bi Hayyan al- Tawhidi (in Arabic) (Cairo, 1964);
(k) Ibrahim al-Kaylani, Abi# Hayydan al- Tawhidi {in- Arabic) (Caivo, 1966); (i) Muradiyian
Khudamard, Barrasi Dar Ahval va Asar-i-Abi Hayyan 'Ali b. Muhammad ibn * Abbds
Tavhidi-i-Shirdzi (in Persian) (Tehran, 1974); (j) Marc Berge, Essai sur la personnalité
morale et intellectuelle d’ Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidi (2 vols.; Paris, 1974), the latest and most
exhaustive study.

? The following complete editions of this work have been printed: (a) Kitab Ikhwan
al-3afd’, ed. Wilayat Husayn (Bombay, 1888); () Rasd’il Ikhwdn al-Safd’, ed. Khayr
al-din al-Zarkali {4 vols.; Cairo, 1928), with two separate introductions by Taha Husayn
and Ahmad Zaki Pasha; (¢) Rasa’il Ikhwdn al-Safa’ (4 vols.; Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1957)
(page numbers in this article refer to this edition). The following three editions of the
concluding sections of the Rasd’il have been printed: {a) Risdlat Fami‘at al-Fémi‘a, ed.
*Arif Tamir (Beirut, 1959); (b) Al-Risdlat al-Jami‘a, ed. Jamil Saliba (2 vols.; Damascus,
1969) (the editor considers the attribution of this work to al-Majriti’s authorship as valid);
(c) Al-Risalat al-Jami‘a, ed. Mustafa Ghalib (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1974).

3Ed. Ahmad Amin and Ahmad al-Zayn (3 vols. in 1; Beirut, 1939-1g44; 2d ed.,
1953) (hereafter referred to as al-Imta). Contains at the end two lists of observations and
criticisms by Mustafa Jawad and Paul Kraus.
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Abu-Hayyan at-Tauhidi and his Kitabul-Mugabasat

s W NG PR PAVNUNY-
\ / ’ s 2 y . : V ; F; . 1%2
b, Ablbas (v, LOO(1040).

BU-HAYYAN at-Tauhidi, a fourth century savant, was born at
Shiraz or Nishapur in a humble Persian family. Later, he
emigrated and settled down at Baghdad where he pursued, perhaps,

for want of a better means of living, the vocation of a Warraq, that is,
transcriber and seller of books. This vocation was quite common in the
pre-printing days throughout the Muslim centres of learning.
Abu-Hayyan was an inquisitive scholar and his association with book-
selling and transcription had brought him into contact with many books
dealing with both intellectual and traditional sciences. The circles of
some of the great contemporary Sufi-philosophers of Baghdad which he
eagerly frequented, and his association with the scholasticism which
flourished at the time, aided by his own study of the rationalistic cause,
and the various philosophical schools, bad greatly enlarged his mental hori-
zon and broadened his religious outlook. Yaqut, the author of the valu-
able anthology of the savants, introduces him in these words: ‘He wasa
versatile scholar, adept in all sciences such as syntax, philology, poetry,
literature, jurisprudence and scholasticism which last he pursued on the
lines of the Mu‘tazilah. He was an admirer of al-Jahiz and a fervent
follower of his style. In short he was a doctor of Sufi thought, a sage -
amid literary savants, a litterateur amid philosophers, a critical investi-
gator of scholasticism, a spokesman of critical and independent thought
and a leading stylist of beautiful prose. He was nevertheless of over-
bearing . temperament, hardly to be silenced by rudeness or appeased
with benevolence. Yet, he was an outstanding figure, unrivalled in intel-
lectual keenness, eloquence and command of language, devoted zealously
to every branch of learning and possessing a memory which was a store-.
house of knowledge. Despite his all-round learning, fortune never smiled
on him, with the result that there is no lack of wails and laments in his.
works over his privations. To my utter surprise, I have not found a

Both Shiraz and Nishapur are mentioned as the place of birth, and the exact
dates of his birth and death are not known. He was probably born about A.H.'
310 during the caliphate of the Abbasid Caliph, al-Mugqtadir who was a mere
figurehead and he died a few years after A.H. 400 at the age of at least go years.
............ 1. Frshadul Arib by Yaqut. Cairo, §{380 2. Irshad, 5[380
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single man of learning devoting space t0 him in his works or referring to
him in a discourse, except that Abu-Hayyan himself has made some
personal observations in his fine book .on the subject of “Friend and
Friendship.” . ‘ -

This century witnessed the emergence of a number of kingdoms in
the bosom of the fast disintegrating Caliphate as a result of the unbridled
extravagance and frivolous behaviour of the Abbasid aristocracy. Domi-
nating the scene were about a dozen dynastic military powers which had
parcelled out the caliphate and were cugaged in a persistent struggle to
eliminate one another. North Africa and Egypt had split into several
contending military principalities, and parts of Syria upto al-Mausil, were
held by the Arab Hamadanids. Al-Iraq and Iran were the scencof a
very lively struggle for power amongst halfa dozen dynasties of which
the Persian Buwayhids of al-Iraq and Southern Iran (320—447) the Persian
Samanids of a part of Iran and Transoxiana, (261-384), the Persian
Ziyarids of Jurjan: (316-431) and the Turkish Ghaznavids of Afghanistan
(351-582) have left their mark on history. . B

Arts and learning were bound to be affected and had, since the time
of the first ‘Abbasids, or even earlier, assumed a much more mercenary
than independent character, owing partly to their entire dependence on
the patronage of the rulers..and partly to the general poverty of the
masses. The major part of the caliphate’s resources went to the Imperial
coffers to be recklessly used on luxurious and frivolous pursuits, provid-
ing incidentally a powerful incentive to the middle classes to lead a
similar life of ease and levity. The caliphs recognizing that the patron-
age of art and learning ‘was the traditional privilege of royalty, found
the attraction towards it irresistible, as the patronage brought them

laudits of the multitude, the singing of their praises and the gratification
of the lust for emulation in winning popular applause.. A favour-
able atmosphere for the cultivation of arts and learning was thus contri-
buted by the patronage of ‘the court and also of the dignitaries.of the
realm. c : : S
The carving out of the <Abbasid calipbate into a number of kingdoms
meant a multiplication of the’centres of culture, art and learning, as
every prince and his wealthy dignitaries endeavoured to gain distinction
by attracting poets, savants and ‘men of letters to their own court to
enlighten the atmosphere, to satisfy intellectual curiosity, and to defend
apd glorify their particular creeds and the attitudes taken up in religious
disputations. . o R ' - o

The Buwayhid domains were ruled by three brothers from their
respective . capitals at lsbahan. ar-Rayy and Shiraz, the caliph at
Baghdad being only a pensioner and a titular head of these
domains. The Buwayhids generally and their ministers in particular
were very keen patrons of art and learning. Among these, the name of
25-Sahib b. ‘Abbad ( d. 385, ar-Rayy ) Dhu J-Kifayatayn Ibnu 1-‘Amid




FPITRE SUR LES SCIENCES

( RISALA FI L-<ULUM)

D’ABU HAYYAN AT-TAWHIDI

(310/922 (?) — 414/1023)

INTRODUCTION, TRADUCTION, GLOSSAIRE TECHNIQUE,
MANUSCRIT ET EDITION CRITIQUE

PAR
MARC BERGE

Pensionnaire scientifique
de PInstitut Frangais d’Etudes Arabes de Damas

I. — INTRODUCTION
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«Demande : Sont-ils sur le méme rang ceux qui savent et ceux

qui ne savent point ? Seuls réfiéchissent ceux doués d’intelligence. »

Coran: sourate 39 v. 12/9. Imta® 11 19-20.
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«Cherchez la science, serait-ce jusquw’en Chine»

Hadit.

La Risala fi I-‘ulim &’ At Havvan ar-Tawmipi (- ol oY o sl  4Ly) fournit,
dans sa concision méme, & ses destinataires, quelques apergus critiques, essentiels aux yeux

de Pauteur, sur un certain nombre de sciences faisant partie intégrante de la culture

arabo-musulmane du IVe/Xe siécle.

SRR s

A. — EDITIONS ET MANUSCRITS.

La Risdla fi I-‘uliim a été éditée pour la premiére-fois 2 Istanbul en 1301/1882, 2 la suite
de la Risla fi-s-sadiqe wa-s-sadiq, dans le méme volume (1). Cette édition a été reprise au

(1) Ce volume porte le titre suivant: « Risdlatdn
L-l'Alldma $-Sahir AbF Hayydn at-Tawhidi. Ar-Risdla
[°@d fi 5-Sadiqa wa-sa-sadig. Ar-risdla t-taniya f1 I-
Suliim. Ap-fab‘a I-'dla. Tubi‘at fi matha‘a 1-Gawd’ib Qus-
fanfiniya. 1301 ».

doY Bl gl Ol @l el Lokl QWL
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L’édition de cet ouvrage ayant éié faite & I'im-

primerie Gawa’ib, nous pouvons donc penser que

c’est Ahmad Faris Criprag (1804-1887) lui-méme
qui en dirigea les travaux.
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GENESE ET FORTUNE
DU KITAB AL-IMTA° WA L-MU’ANASA
D’ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHEDT (m. en 414/1023)

I

R —

PAR

MARC BERGE

I\'Iaitrc-assis}ant & I"Université de Bordeaux Il

Le Kitab al-Imtd* wa l-mi’dnasa de ‘All Ibn Muhammad Ibn al-‘Abbas Abl Hayyan
al-Tawhidi se présente, au premier regard, comme un ouvrage construit, dont les quarante
chapitres ou «nuits » (layla), divisées en trois tomes (1), se partagent une matiére 2 la fois
dense, vivante et variée (2). Cependant on ne peut manquer d’étre immédiatement intrigué,
d’un c6té par la signification et la portée d’un titre prometteur et, de 'autre, par cette
appellation de « nuit» qui évoque les célebres « Mille et une nuits ». |

Al-Tawhidi, par son Kitah al-Imid‘, nous fournit un exemple de titre d’ouvrage arabe
qui, par ses deux termes — volets d’un méme diptyque — définit Pintention de Pauteur
et I'orientation de son livre, aux sujets multiples, difficiles 2 condenser en une formule concise.
Toutetois pour rendre compte de ce titre, il convient non de juxtaposer mais de rapprocher
logiquement ses deux termes, imia‘ et mu’anasa, qu’il faut comprendre en fonction du but de
Pouvrage, des circonstances de sa composition et des éléments de vie sociale qu’il refléte.

Al-Tawhidi, selon la meilleure tradition gahizienne, a su, dans ses écrits, faire la part
du sérieux (gidd) et du frivole (hazl) et si le mot imta‘ que nous pouvons traduire par « plaisir »
ou «jouissance » fait songer & ce hazl, il n’en recouvre pas moins tout le contenu du Kitab
al-Imtd‘, en insistant sur le plaisir intellectuel lié au développement des thémes les plus
variés (3). Référons-nous, pour nous en convaincre, aux paroles mémes de I’auteur ou plus

exactement, aux exigences imposées par ceux qui ont inspiré son livre.

(1) Ed. A. Amin et A. AL-Zayn: lre ¢dition,
1939-1944; 2¢ ¢dition, 1953, Le Caire; 3¢ édition,
1966, Beyrouth (reproduction photographique en un
seul volume des trois tomes de 1'éd. A. Amin et A.
al-Zayn du Caire). Le texte de ces trois éditions est
resté le méme, avec la méme pagination.

(2) Nous avons tenté de rendre plus accessible
cette « matiére intellectuelle» dans une thése de
doctorat de 3¢ cycle (750 pages dactylographiées)
achevée 4 Damas et soutenue A Paris en mai 1969,

-8

sous le titre: Une source pour la connaissance de la vie
intellectuelle el sociale a Bagdad au IVe[X® siécle: plan,
traduction partielle (125 pages des 650 pages du
texte arabe) et analyse suivie des quarante «nuits »
du Kitdh al-Imta‘ avec introduction, notes, index
des notions, index des noms propres (mille person-
nages environ) et notices biographiques.

(3) Les thémes qui donnent lieu & un certain
développement sont les suivants: ‘

— Autobiographie: Introduction; 17¢ et 38¢ nuit.
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ESPOIRS ET RANCEURS D’UN HOMME DE LETTRES

Deux E‘pitres d’Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidj,

I'une adressée au ministre Ibn Sa‘dan al-‘Arid

et Pautre au mathématicien Abi 1-Wafa’

“ Introduction, traduction partielle et analyse

PAR

MARC BERGE

I. INTRODUCGTION.

Nous ne voudrions pas présenter la“traduction partielle et I'analyse de deux courtes

Epitres (1) d’al-Tawhidi sans indiquer leur place et leur importance dans la destinée de

cet homme de lettres du IVe/Xe siécle.

Ces deux Epitres ont d’autant plus d’importance qu’elles sont I'ceuvre d’un écrivain

ayant déja atteint une maturité littéraire et intellectuelle incontestable. Al-Tawhidi a, 2
cette époque, plus de soixante ans et il a déja écrit les Basd’ir (2), les Hawamil (3), les Ahlag
al-wazirayn (4) et al-Saddga (5). 11 vient d’achever surtout le Kitab al-Imia* wa l-mu’dnasa
qui représente une de ses derniéres tentatives pour s’intégrer d’une fagon ou d’une autre

3 la vie officielle ou obtenir du moins des sources de revenus décentes.

Nous ne pouvons donc passer sous silence les circonstances de la composition de cet

ouvrage qui, elle-méme, est liée étroitement 2 celle des deux Epitres. En effet le ministre

(1) Eles ont été éditées a la suite de I'fmtd*: wa
l-mw’dnasa, par A, Amin et Ahmad al-Zayn, 2¢ &di-
tion, Le Caire 1953, 2 la fin du tome I1I:

a) Premiere Epitre au vizir: Jmta’, 111, 207-210.

b) Epitre au Sayh Aba 1-Wafa’. Imta®, III,
225-230.

(2) Al-Bagd@’ir wa [-dapd’ir, é&d. A. Amin et
A. Saqr, tome I, Le Caire 1373/1953 et &d. 1. Keilani,
4 vol., Damas, 1964-1969.

(3) Al-Hawdmil wa l-Sswamil, éd. A, Amin et
A. Sagr, Le Caire 1370/1951.

(4) Apldg al-wazirayn ou Matdlib al-wazireyn

al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbdd et Ibn al-Amid, &d. 1. Keilani, sous
le titre Matdlib al-wazirayn, Damas 1961 et éd. M.
Tangi, sous le titre Apldg al-wazirayn, publication de
I’Académie Arabe de Damas, 1965.

(5) Risdlafil-Saddga wa I-sadiq, éd. al-Gawa’ib,
Istanbul 1301/1883 et éd. I. Keilani, Damas 1964:
on peut considérer que cette geuvre remonte a 'année
$71/981 (voir Saddgs, éd. Istanbul, 6 1. 9-17),
puisque al-Tawhidi en 400/1010, ne fit que «mettre
au propre tel quel»... « le brouillon » rédigé presque
trente années plus tot.

- v
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D.E.U.Nahiyat Fakiltesi Dergisi

Sayt VI, Izmir 1889, ss, 4857505

EBU BAYYAN ET-TEVHID]
BIR ATEIST MIDIR?

Yard.Do¢.Dr.Hanifl HZCAN

1slam felsefe literatiiriinde belki de en agir dini fthamlara maruz

kalan kisllerin basinda Tevhidi gelir. O, lehinde gériis beyan edenler

olmakla birlikte !, gelmis gecmis fic biiytk "zindik"m en azihs; 2 olarak
nitelendirilmektedir 3. Tarthi Islam dinyasmda ateizm ciddi bir prob-
lem olmadig: igin, onu tam ve acik olarak karsilayan islami bir term
bulunmadig: halde 4, Tevhidi'ye isnad edilen (genellikle dinin herhangi

bir prensibini inkar eden ve bilhassa ahlaki gevsekligi bir hayat tarz:
gibl goéren kimseler icin kullamlan) "zmdik" (inan¢ yolundan sapan)

er

aynintili bilgl verilecektir) atelstlife denk sanldig: 5 ve o sifatlar ice-

-Tisinde en bilingli olarak, yani bizzat anlam gozéninde bulundurula-

_ rak i1snad edflen sifat o/ldugu i¢in, makalenin bashginda “ateist” teri-
‘mine yer verilmistir. Cankd dier terimler, bilhassa konusma dilinde,

aralanndaki nianslar dikkate almmadan herhangi bir kimseye bir

- sifat olarak isnad edilebilmektedirier. Oysa "ta'til" herzaman, yani

ginlik dilde kullatulan bir terim degildir. O kullamldiginda, mutlaka |

anlarm bilinerek ve farkimda olunarak killanimaktadir. Ancak sunu
- ‘hemen belirtmek gerekir ki, Tevhidi'ye isnad edilen "ta'til" ateistlige
denk ve eslt"sayﬂabﬂse bile, onun meveut eserlerinde atelst oldugunu
acikca gosterecek ve bu konuda saglam bir delil olabilecek herhangt bir
ifadeye rastlamak mtimkiin gérinmermektedir.  Fakat baz ithamlara
- meden olarak gosterilen gérusler bulmak mimkindr, Iste bu yiizden,
. Tevhidi {le 1lgili daha isabetli bir kanaate varabilmek icin burada
~ onun bazn carpici goriaslerinden sozedilecek ve bu gémslem s0zkonu-
su 1tham]"aﬂra. bilhassa ateistlige ne 6lgﬁcie bir dayanak teskil edip et-
Tmedikleri Gzerinde durulacaktir. S g
Bu 1§hamlar arasinda bulunan “ta'til"e
111; baghginda yer alan "ateist" terimi
inanmamakla birlikte O'nun yoklugunu isan”
. Inma geldigine gére 7, baghg oi,usturgan e falisan anla-
‘luca) .
ka desiyle, ‘sorumuz, birkisinin topyekian varhigini ve yasantisiru lgi-

denk sayilan ve makale-

» -485- | ,

ir", "dinsiz" vb. sifatlar arasinda yer alan (Ehl et-) "ta'til" (leride

"Tann'ya indanmayan”, hatta

: soru, "Tevhidi, Tanm'ya (suur- .
inanmayan bir kist midir ?" sorusuyla aymi andamdadir. Bir bas- -

Yard.Doc.Dr.Hanifi OZCAN

Wos
lendiren iman 8 la tlgilidir. _

O halde bu soruya makul bir cevap verebilmek i¢in, dnce Tevhidi
nin hayati, kiiltlirel ¢evresl ve meseleye 151k tutabilecek bazi felsefi ve
dini gorislerinin bilinmes! gerekir. Cankd insammn fikir ve dustncele-
rine icinde dogup buytdigna toplumun, insanm bizzat yasadif: hayat
tarzimn ve kiiltiirel cevresinin etki ettigi bilinmektedir. ® Bunu, Tev-
hidi'nin hayatinda da gérmemiz mimktndir,

" Tam adi, lakabi, soyu, dogum-6lum tarihleri ve yerlerl haklunda
~ cesitli gorasler ilerl strtilmekle birlikte genellikle Ali b. Muhammed b.
el-‘Abbas Ebti Hayyan olarak bilinen ve yaklagik 310/922 - 414/1023
yillart arasmda uzun bir 6miir (90 yagindan fazla) stren '° Tevhidi yal-
niz yasamus ve aci ¢cekinis bir insan, kronik bir pessimist, istirahat e-
decek bir yeri bulunmayan bir yabane: olarak nitelendirilmektedir. 1!
‘Kaynaklar, onun émrinin yoksulluk ve sikinti iginde gectigini, de-
‘ ‘ir_amh olarak insanlarin 1yilig1 ve mutlulugu icin cahstig: halde, tak-
dir gormedigi i¢in, devrinin insanlanndan sikayetci oldugunu kaydet-
- mektedirler. 12 Gergekten Tevhidi'nin, adeta Ingiliz filozofu Hobbes'u
andmr sekilde: "Hic siiphesiz insan, insan ic¢in bir problemdir” diye
feryad etmesi, 13 bu goriisleri dogrular mahiyettedir. '
. -Nitekim o, émriiniin sonuna-dogru kitaplarimin baytk bir ks-
mum yalams, sebep olarak da aralarmda 20 yil yasadif Bagdad hal-
Jamn ihmalkarhgim, nankorlagini gostermis ve kendisinden dnce
gecen baz siifilerin de kitaplarmu cesitll sekillerde yok ettigini; zaten
"Tann'dan bagka herseyin yok olacagim” 4 ifade ederek kendisini
_hakh gdstermege ve teselli etmege calismstir. 1° '
i "Hayatimn son ginlerini bir siifi merkez! olan $iraz'da geglrmis
ve bir‘sﬁﬁ olarak basladid: hayata yine bir sitfi olarak veda etmis olan
" Tevhidi gok zengin bir kiiltiirel cevreye sahiptir. C, Bagdad ve Basra gi-
b 1kl dneml kaltiir merkezinde bulunmus ve devrinin tammmus alim- -
lerinden basta felsefe, mantik, kelam, tasavvuf ve edebiyat olmak Gze-
‘te cesitli alanlarda dersler almmstir. 1® Tevhidinin felsefede hocas:
~ Yahya b. Adi (51 364/974) ve Ebi Siileymén el-Mantiki es-Sicistani (5L
- 380/990) dir. O, Sicistani'nin hem 6grencisi, hem arkadasi, hem de dai-
“mi sekreteriydi. Onun felsefe meclisinde bulunmusg, sorular sormus,
tartismalann ézind ve ruhunu kavramus ve onlan, edebiyatta onder
kabul ettigi C&hiz' (81, 255/868) 1 andirir bir bicimde ve dolayisiyle
‘,:kendisini,"ikinci cihiz" olarak nitelettirecek sekilde parlak tasvirler-
~le dile getirmistir. Ansiklopedik bir bilgi. ince bir Gslap, nikteli ve in-
~celiklerle dolu bir anlatunla kaleme aldi@) eserleri caginm ve icinde

- 486 -
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EPITRE SUR LA VIE

PAR

ABO HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

TRADUCTION

Au norh de Dieu Clément et Miséricordieux! (@)
Dieu nous suffit, c’est le meilleur des protecteurs.
Seigneur, méne 2 bien cette entreprise!

Louange 2 Dieu, paix et salut sur Son Envoyé! Mon Dieu, fais qu’en retour de notre
réflexion sur Pempire que tu exerces sur les cieux, la terre et ce qui existe entre eux (1) nous
Te connaissions (ma‘rifa), que la recherche des secrets de Ta sagesse (kikma) nous poussc
5 affirmer ton unité (fawhid) absolue, que Pexamen de ta science (‘ilm), sous ses aspects
apparents (z@hi7) et cachés (bain) nous rende confiants en Toi, que notre méfiance pour
tout ce qui peut nous €loigner de Toi nous donne acces 4 la mention (2) famili¢re de Ton
nom, fais que, nous désolidarisant de tes serviteurs égarés (b) et ignorants de Toi, nous T’o-
béissions et te soyons agréables. Quoi que Tu aies décidé (¢) 2 notre égard, accorde a chacun
de nous Ton soutien et & tous Ta direction. Que nos cceurs soient toujours marqués (4) de la
satisfaction de Toi (3), fais vibrer nos ames de désir (Yawq) pour Toi. Exerce nos langues
3 précher Ton adoration. Purifie nos ceeurs des souillures de Pindécision (fekk) et du doute
(rayb) lorsque nous cherchons a nous rapprocher de Toi. Présente nous la vérité (4) sous
un aspect éclatant et séduisant afin que nous la professions avec certitude et Perreur dans
sa laideur {¢), afin que nous nous en détournions avec dégotit.

En tout et dans les moindres détails, sois notre défenseur, notre soutien présent (f) qui
veille sur nous. Mets nous en garde contre les pensées [qui engendrent] la perplexité (g) et
les regrets. Emplis nos ceeurs (k) de la lumiére (5) [qui permet] & qui en a €té favorisé // de

g TC: plhe o st o do whomsdl O 3% 2y il Wl skl JE geaal g WLy b TG G
e | o TC: il I & BA: sl 5 TG i2b e TC: gl @t i £ TC: Ll Lay ]
g TC: ikl obhs || A TC: Uy

(1) Coran XX, 5. (3 Cf Q,p 88

(2) «Récitation en commun et 2 voix haute (4) Le Lisin précise que hala’ et sawdb gap-
du Coran, institution de séances régulitres de «ré- pliquent aux actions (mugiehaddt), et hagq et batil aux
collection », oli des sections coraniques, des thémes —croyances (mu‘tagadit).
de méditations apparentés, en prose ou en Vers, s€ (5) Coren VIII, 66.
trouvent récités ». Cf. MassioNon, OLM, p. 85,




{

2. ABU HAYYAN al—TAWHTDT, Risila f7 /- Wi, Le Caire, Maktabat al-
Thaqafa al-diniyya, s. d, (¢a. 1991), 38 p-; 17%24 cm.

Ed. pirate de Marc Bergé, «Epitre sur les sciences...n, Damas, Beo, XV |
(1963-64), 241-98 et appendice, Beo, XIX (1968), 313-46. Ici nont é¢é
conservés que le texte arabe er Pindex bilingue. Le nom de M. B. a &t
1envoyé ad patres!

* Nous si;;nalo_ns Sous cette rubrique un instrument de travail récent: gl-
YASIN (Jasim b, M. Muhalhil) et al-ROMT (" Adnan b, Salim), al-Murshid /.
wathiq ilg mardsi” al-bapth wa usitl al-tabgig, Le Caire | Koweit, Dir al-Wafy’ /|
Dar al-Da‘wa, 1412/1992, 188 p.; 16,5X24 cm,
Cet ouvrage contient des informations élémentaires (comment faire ype -
fiche), mais aussi des renseignements bibliographiques qui peuvent étre utiles |
a des chercheurs de tour rang. La liste des livres que doit avoir «la fimille ;
musulmaney ou «la femme musuaimane» (75-91) est de soi une indicatio v sur |
Porientation des deux auteurs! Les p. 17-74 sont consacrées au droit sl
man. On y trouve notamment des clefs pour les principales shubra-s utilisées
dans ce -domaine, dans chaque école de droit (. ¢ Shams al-a’imma, Sadr al-

sharT'a, 23-24, 29, 35-36, 43-45).

& ma:i\i
“9
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Claude GILLIOT, "Textes Arabes Anciens Edités en Egypte

* MIDEO (Melanges Institut_Dominicain
Cours Années 1990 a 1992’ _M IED- (Metanaes L pp385562_
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MARC BERGE

TROISIEME PERIODE : de 386/996 & 414/1023. Derniéres activités d’un homme de lettres

et d’un mystique.

Dates Evénements de la vie d’al-Tawhidi GEuvres
Ragab 400/ févri- Achévement de $%* S4-
er-mars 1010 DAQA
Rama'dén '400/ Al-Tawhidi brile ses livres et se justifie dans ##% RISALA JLA L.
avril - mai 1010 une Epitre : il va, &crit-il, vers ses 90 ans. QADI.
Aprés 400/1010 Al-Tawhidi exerce & Siriz un certain rayon- *+* Hayds.
nement intellectuel, ** Isarar.
414/1023 Mort et sépulture a Sirdz. ([ Riyad)).
([4kbar)).
- Usafiyad).
(U Tasawwuf D.
({Hap).

HISTOIRE DES ETUDES TAWHIDIENNES
DU IVe/X¢ s. AU MILIEU DU XIIT*/XIX® s.

ETUDE CHRONOLOGIQUE ET CRITIQUE

DES SOURCES ANCIENNES
Marc BERGE

On ne saurait tenter d’approcher la personnalité d’al-Tawhidi sans s’interroger
au préalable, de fagon détaillée, sur les données bio-bibliographiques qui demeu-
rent la cl¢ de Ia compréhension de cet écrivain arabe (. De Ia diversité et surtout
de la qualité de ces sources, dépendra, en partie, I'exactitude de I'image que Pon
est en droit de se faire de celui qui s’est distingué dans I'histoire des letires et

‘des idées.

Clest done d’un point de vue critique que nous aborderons I'étude des docu-
ments qui intéressent ce sujet et, pour répondre aux premiéres exigences qui sont
celles de I’historien, nous nous livrerons d’abord & un travail essentiellement
descriptif et chronologique. Toute interprétation qui me serait pas fondée sur
un tel examen, risquerait, en effet, de nous faire aboutir 2 des conclusions hitives
et partielles, sinon tout simplement erronées.

Nous avons, en premier lieu, & nous tourner vers les auteurs qui se sont faits,
dans leurs ceuvres, un écho direct et volontaire des réalités historiques gue nous
nous proposons de découvrir. Outre la valeur documentaire certaine qui s’attache
4 leurs ceuvres pour la connaissance de la personne et des écrits d’al-Tawhidi,
nous avons I3 un témoignage de P’intérét, de la passion ou de I'indifférence qu’a
suscités, au cours des siécles, la personralité de cet auteur : al-Tawhidi, en effet,
a été tiré de ’oubli ces derniéres années et I'examen détaillé des sources anciennes
ou modernes ) doit nous montrer si cette lente mais sfire ‘Enfrée en scéne est

8 Voir M. Bergé, Pour un humanisme vécu, Collection Institut Francais d'Etudes Arabes
Essai sur la personnalité morale, intellectuelle de Damas ‘(700 pages environ; €8 Cours de
et littéraire d’Abi Hayydn al-Tawhidi, prose-  publication).
teur et humoniste arabe & Bagdad, Rayy et 2) Pour les auteurs modernes, voir notre
Chiraz au IV¢|X* sidcle. Introduction 2 une  article « Continuité et pregression des Etudes
étude de la pensée arabo-islamique et des Tawhidiennes de 1883 & 1965», Arabica,
milieux intellectuels, en Irak et dans I'Iran tome XXII, fasc. 3, 1975, 267-279.
occidental, sous la dynastie §'ite des Bouyides.




LE CORPUS TAWHIDIEN

ESSAL D’INVENTAIRE ET-DE CLASSEMENT

sfid i Mare BERGE

Al-Tawhidi ¥ nous a laissé une ceuvre écrite, qui n’a certes pas I'abondance
et la variété de celle d’al-Gahiz @ ou d’autres auteuss ¥ arabes, mais qui mérite

d'étre située 4 sa vraie place, grice a une tentative d’inventaire et de classement ¢,
Il en est d’al-Tawhidi comme de beaucoup d’auteurs arabes du Moyen-Age
dont certains ouvrages, par suite de circonstances diverses®), ne sont pas par-

venus jusqu’a nous. C’est pourquoi il nous sera impossible de prétendre recenser

la totalité des ceuvres de cet auteur, Tout au plus pourrons-nous recueillir Ie plus

U Abad Hayyan al-Tawhidi, styliste (prosa-
teur) et humaniste arabe, m. 3 Sirdz en 414/
1023. Voir M. Bergé, Pour un humanisme
vécu. Essai sur la personnalité morale, intel-
lectuelle et littéraire d’Abi Hayyan al-Tawhid,
prosateur et humaniste arabe a Bagdad, Rayy
et Chiraz au IVe{X* siécle. Introduction & une
étude de la pensée arabo-islamigue et des
milieux intellectuels, en Irak et dans P'Iran
occidental, sous la dynastie §'ite des Bou-
yides. Collection Institut Francais d’Etudes
Arabes de Damas (700 pages environ; ¢n
cours de publication).

@ 11 y a environ 43 ouvrages d'al-Gahiz
dont nous possédons le texte entier ou partiel,
sur tes 193 dont on conmait les titres. Voir
Ch. Pellat, « Essal d'inventaire de ['ceuvre
Gahizienne », Arabica, I, mai 1956, p.
147-180.

3! Tbn al-Gawzi (m. en 597/1200) & &crit

plus de 400 ouvrages dont 30 sont publigs,
137 ea manuscrit et 233 perdus. Yoir "Abd
al-Hamid al-"Alagi, Mu’allafar Ibn al-Gawszi,
290 p., Bagdad, 1385/1965 et notre compte-
rendu dans Arabica, XV, fasc. I, févr. 1968,
p. 97-98.

4 Quatre tableaux hors-texte, situés 4 la
fin de cet article, donnent les classements
suivants : alphabétique, par matiéres, état des
ceuvres et Eléments staiistiqu&e, chronologique.

51 11 faut notamment tenir compte du fair
gu’al-Tawhidi, a la fin de son existence, brila
ses livres, al-Suylfi ayant toutefois fait re.
marquer, a juste titre, que, sans doute, ces
ouvrages avaient €té déja recopiés et diffusés.
Cependant, en se rappelant le précédent
d'al-Sadaga, il faut songer aussi & tous ses
écrits en préparation ou délaissés momenta-
nément, qui, hélas, n'échappérent pas & ost
« autodafé ».



UNE ANTHOLOGIE SUR L’AMITIE
D’ABU HAYYAN AT-TAWHIDI

PAR

MARC BERGE

INTRODUCTION

La RISALA FI S-SADAQA WA S-SADIQ D’ABU HAYYAN AT-TAWHIDI

s 3 Ol Y ey dluall g AL,
IVe[Xe siecle

se présente sous la forme d’une Anthologie sur un théme unique : I’ Amitié et I’ Ami.
L’auteur prend soin, toutefois, par des réflexions personnelles, d’exposer les raisons
qui 'ont poussé & composer cet ouvrage.

I. — LES EDITIONS SUCCESSIVES D’AS-SADAQA

1. — LES INDICATIONS DE BROCEELMANN.

C. BROGKELMANN dans le Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur signale l'existence d’ag-
Sadaga.

Dans GAL 1 (Leiden 1943) p. 283 Ne 4, il indique la Risdla fi s-Saddqa wa s-Siddiq wa
Risala fi wasf al-‘Ulim, Istanbul 1301-2/1882 avec Nachdruck K. (Le Caire) 1323/1905
ZDMG 66,526 (1).

(1) Nous avens pu consulter la revue ZDMG: a) Fi g-Saddge wa s-Sadig
elle ne mentionne comme titre que: « Risélatdni: b) Fi I-*Ulim.
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He also fails to differentiate between Islam and Muslim_or betwe'en
Islam and a particular practice in vogue among Muslims or in a Muslim
government. That is why he wrongly thinks that the modc'zrn concept of
municipal reform was not compatible with the Islamlg concept qf
society. In the same way, because of his lack of und(?rstapdlng of‘ Islamlg
concepts, he fails to appreciate the remarks of the historian Lutfi Efendi
against the rehabilitation of prostitutes in a pgrticular area by the Galata
municipality. Lutfi Efendi had written in his history *Thank God thgt the
inhabitants of the other districts did not take as models the forbidden
things, such as brothels and gambling dens’.

Karachi o wat Saulat

POUR UN HUMANISME VECU: ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDL
(For a lived humanism: Abii Hayyédn al-Tawhidi.) Essay on the moral,
intellectual and literary personality of a great prose writer and Arab
humanist who lived in Baghdad, Rayy and Shiraz, during the Biiyid
period, in the 4th/10th century (between 310/922 and 320/932 to 414/
1023). By Marc Bergé. Institut Francais de Damas: Damascus, 1979. Pp.

xli + 471.

In a desperate gesture, as he *was nearing his ninetieth year’ (p.211), ‘Al

b. Muhammad b. al-‘Abbds Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi burnt his books. A
gesture deliberated and matured in advance, as he explained to his
friend, the gdd i, Abd Jahl. For he wrote, ‘everything perishes save His
countenance’ (Qur’an 28: 88), that of the Eternal. And yet this man,
gripped near the end of his years by the sickness of life’s nothingness of
existenice — the absurd, as it would today be called — has left us a
message ol love, a message in which are expressed at once hopq and
desperate seeking for sakina, the peace of the spirit, of the soul nourished
in humanism, in faith and in wisdom.

1t is understandable that M. Bergé should be drawn to a personality so
rich and varied. In ‘book one’ (pp. 5—216) he deals with the education
and moral character of al-Tawhidi: beginnings and early education to
350/961 (pp. 5—75); first literary output and intellectual activity from
350~ 362/961 — 972 (pp. 77—120); period of literary flowering and
attempts to join up with official circles from 362 to around
385/972 — 995 (pp. 121 —205); last part of the life of this man of letters
and mystic, from around 386 to 414/996 — 1023 (pp. 207 - 16). ‘Book
two’ is devoted ro the intellectual and literary personality of al—Tgwh_fd_f:
religious, Islamic matters (pp. 219-73); philosophic and scientific
matters (pp. 275 —352); literary and linguistic matters (pp. 353-411).
The rest of the work is taken up by five appendices relating to the
classification of al-Tawhid"s works and of sources (pp. 413-25), a
general index (pp. 427 — 64) and a very detailed table of contents.

We now have at our disposal, thanks io M. Bergé, a serious, method- -

ical, solid study of one of the most important figures in Arab-Muslim
thought of the classical era. Like the study by Mohammed Arkoun,
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focussing on Miskdwayh (pub. Vrin, Paris, 1970) — the friend of al-
Tawhidi who, interestingly was born and died on the same dates — this is
a major contribution to a better understanding of Arab-Muslim
humanism of the 4th/10th century. ‘

The task is no easy one. First because not all al-Tawhidi"s works have
survived to the present. M. Bergéspared no pains to hunt them down. ‘I
have searched, to this end, through the libraries of West and East, from
Oxford to Delhi, from Fez to Tashkent, for every possible surviving
manuscript of Tawhidi’s’ (p.xvii). The second difficulty derives from the
immensity of the works that have been preserved — 5239 printed pages
— which complicates both analysis and synthesis. And let us add that al-
Tawhidi’s language — he is incontestably one of the greatest stylists of
all time — does not readily render up its secrets.

Al-Tawhidi was in truth an adib, ‘confessed disciple of al-Jahiz’ for
whom he sustained the highest admiration. Whence his love — excessive
for us — for digressions and beauty of language. He loved to muliiply
infinitely variations on a single theme with a fine shimmer of words
chasen for their sound value; loved to endlessly thread on synonyms as
one threads on beads. In this way he must often have discouraged would-
be imitators. To confirm this one need only consuli the edition by Widad
al-Qadr (Beirut 1973) of al-Isharar al-flahiyya — an edition that M.
Bergé seems to have missed and which improved considerably on the text
used and published by A. Badawi (Cairo, 1950).

lgnored in his own time, and discovered since about the nineteenth
century, Abd Hayyan al-Tawhidr, prose-writer of some talent, a brilliant
mind at ease in the majalis, the intellectual circles, a philosopher out of
the ordinary and a true mystic, has been the subject of several studies of
uneven quality. But it is through the work of Marc Bergé — he devoted
his undergraduate thesis to al-Tawhidi, as well as a whole series of
articles — that one can best grasp his contribution to universal
humanism. A man of the Middle Ages, he had nevertheless a feeling for
relativity, for measure and for dialogue. To be sure, *for him, the world
questioned, explained, placed, leads to God’ (p.350). At the end of an
exposition on astronomy he wrote: ‘This study (nazar) gives life in the
astronomer to a sense of wonder that will open his heart, make him fit 1o
receive (faith), strengthen his tawhid, multiply (vukrhiru) the lessons that
he might draw from it (“/barj, and inflame his soul with a great longing’
(p.350, ‘Ulam, ed. M. Bergé). But if his humanism was thus profoundly
imbued with Muslim values, ‘his faith dictated to him respect for man (in
general) and he was not the less able to find in others, not religious,
humanist values, of whatever origin’. That is why he quoted willingly
from the mystic al-Junayd who affirmed: ‘I should rather frequent a
faithless man (fajirj of honest conduct than a devout (‘abid) whose
conduct was bad. For this faithless man might improve me through his
virtue without his faithlessness doing me any harm, while the devout
might exercise over me a bad influence without his piety doing me any
good’ (pp. 350~ 51; Saddqa, ed. Jawa’ib, 29, 1. 9—12}.

Al-Tawhidri introduces to us, more deeply, a period and a culture torn
between Heaven and Earth. He knew many disappointments and some
short-lived successes. He spent all his life in quest of beauty which peaks
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LES ECRITS D'ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

Problérriés de ChronolOgie

PAR

Marc BERGE

Cest une préoccupation fondamentale que d’essayer de situer dans le temps les ouvrages
d’al-Tawhidi. Toute précision apportée dans ce domaine nous aidera 3 mieux saisir, dans son
évolution, la personnalité morale et intellectuelle de ce styliste et humaniste arabe du 1ve-x
siecle (1). Nous ne disposons pas, en effet, d’'une biographie détaillée de ce prosateur et Yiqdt,
lui-méme, pas plus qu’aucun auteur ancien, n’a eu le souci de présenter ses ceuvres dans un
ordre respectueux, peu ou prou, de I’histoire événementielle.

C'est pourquoi nous nous efforcerons d’établir une chronologie qui s’appuiera sur les dates
ou les faits mentionnés dans les écrits eux-mémes ou, quand ceux-ci feront défaut, sur des
critéres internes ouvrant la voie a des hypotheses vraisemblables.

Dans Ie classement chronologique des ceuvres d’al-Tawhidi, il est évident que nous écar-
terons, au départ, les douze ceuvres (2) dont nous n’avons que le titre et dont les sujets nous
restent inconnus. C’est donc vingt-quatre ceuvres, dont la paternité revient 4 al-Tawhidi, qui
attendent de nous d’étre classées selon leur date de composition. Avant d’en dresser un tableau
méhodique il est bon de nous rendre compte, par quelques exemples, des différents cas de
datation dont nous aurons & nous occuper.

11 faut nous féliciter tout d’abord de trouver dans cinq ouvrages d’al-Tawhidi (3), des dates
qui, méme si elles ne concernent pas, parfois, le moment exact de la composition, nous permet-
tent toutefois d’en fixer le terminus a quo ou le terminus ad quem. A vrai dire, il s’agit ]a
d’ceuvres maitresses dont la composition s’est parfois échelonnée sur de trés nombreuses années.
Cest ainsi que, dans la préface des Basa’ir, al-Tawhidi écrit en substance : Fai décidé de
noter toutes les informations orales que j’ai pu recueillir « de 350 & 365 » (4). 11 ajoute plus

1) Voir M. BercE, Pour un humanisme vécu :
Abid Hayyan al-Tawhidi. Essai sur la personnalité
morale, intellectuelle et littéraire d'un grand prosa-
teur et humaniste arabe engagé dans la sociéré de
Iépoque biyide, a Bagdad, Rayy et Chiraz, au
IVe{1X® siécle. Collection IFEA de Damas, 1977.

2) Voir M. BErGE, Le Corpus Tawhidien : Essai
d’inventaire et de classement par matiéres, A.l. de
'IFAC du Caire, tome XIII, 1977, p. 43-72,

3) Baag’ir, Aplaq, Ina, Saddga et Risala ila
L-Qadi AbT Sahl.

4) Ed. AA., I 41 89,
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Edited by Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE ,
. Volume Z London ©1998 Routledge ;SAM-DN:GSZ'%#

al-Tawhidi, AbQ Hayyan

Wagner, Grundziige, vol. 2, 56). The milieu is
aristocratic and the full panoply of hunting
animals and techniques is celebrated. 1bn al-
Mu‘tazz shows himself to be an adherent of
Abi Nuwas in his hunting poems. Other poets
of the genre include Ibn al-Mu‘adhdhal (d.
240/854), al-Nashi’ al-Akbar (d. 293/906),
al-Sanawbari (d. 334/944) and Kushajim (d.
360/971). The most prolonged and exhaustive
treatment of the chase is that composed by
Abn Firas al-Hamdani, an wrjiza of 137
lines in which various animals are featured in
different narrative styles.

A tardiyya composed by al-Mutanabbi,
description, thyming in /am, of a saluki, is
interesting as much for the circumstances
attendant upon its composition as for its poetic
merit. The poet is approached by the katib Abi
*Ali Haron al-Awréji, a patron of his, who has
come back from the hunt full of admiration for
‘a saluki which, unaided by a saker, has run
down a gazelle. He wishes that al-Mutanabbi
could have been present to capture the occa-
sion in verse, but the great panegyrist is
reluctant: he has no truck with such things. At
the insistence of Aba "Ali, the poet dictates an
improvised wurjiza to the secretary. The
tardiyya poets will have been commissioned
by enthusiastic nobles to produce descriptions
of their favourites (in many instances these
would have been improvised; hence the fond-
ness for the rajaz metre), just as George
Stubbs produced equine portraits for his
eighteenth-century patrons. The rardiyya was a
poetic vogue which subsequently fell into
neglect.

Further reading

Basha, ‘A.R., Shi'r al-tarad, Beirut (1974).

Montgomery, JE., ‘A reconsideration of some
Jahili poetic paradigms’, unpublished PhD
thesis, University of Glasgow (1990).

——, “The cat and the camel: a literary motif’, in
Literary Heritage of Classical Islam: Arabic and
Islamic Studies in Honor of James Bellamy, M.
Mir and J. Fossum (eds), Princeton (1993),
137-48.

Smith, G.R., ‘Hunting poetry (tardiyyat)’, in
CHALABL, 167-84. ,

Stetkevych, J., “The Hunt in the Arabic Qasidah’ the
Antecedents of the Tardiyyah', in Tradition
and Modernity in Arabic Language and
Literature, J. Smart (ed.), Richmond (1996),
102-118.

Wagner, E., Grund:iige der klassischen arabischen
Dichtung, Darmstadt (1988), vol. 2, 46-58.

J.E. MONTGOMERY

760

ta’rikh see chronogram; historical
literature

tarjama see biography; translation

tasrit see prosody

Abi Hayyan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Tawhidi
was a prose essayist and one of the greatest
masters of Arabic style. He grew up in Bagh-
dad, where he received an excellent religious
and literary education and initially worked as a
copyist. His first major work, Insight and
Treasures, was a Ttelatively conventional
anthology of anecdotes and philological lore
which, nonetheless, already displayed some of
the wit and stylistic brilliance for which he was
to become famous. A prickly and cantankerous
person, he found it difficult throughout his life
to establish good relations with patrons in
positions of power; an overture to the Bayid
vizier in Rayy, Ibn al-*Amid, and a later stay
at the court of the latter’s successor, al-Sahib
Ibn ¢Abbad, both ended in failure and acri-
mony, but provided material for his master-
piece of venomous gossip, The Faults of the
Two Viziers. Back in Baghdad, al-Tawhidi
somewhat more successfully served for a time
as copyist and then boon companion to the
vizier Ibn Sa‘dan; his somewhat reworked
account of evenings spent in conversation with
the latter, Delight and Entertainment, offers a
rich picture of Baghdadi intellectual life at the
time, and particularly of the philosophical
circles that he was beginning to frequent. He
became a devoted follower of the philosopher
Aba Sulayman al-Sijistani, whose views
dominate his Conversations, which treat a
variety of philosophical topics. Philosophy
also has its place among the very wide-ranging
series of 180 questions he addressed to his
friend Miskawayh which, together with the
latter’s replies, form their joint work The
Scattered and the Gathered. Some time around
375/985 al-Tawhidi left Baghdad for Shiraz,
where he published a number of other works,
including a Treatise on Friendship, originally
drafted in Baghdad, and a mystical treatise,
Divine Intimations. In 400/1010 he burnt his
books, as we know from a rather bitter letter
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Al’)ynr Hayyin al-Tawhidi, ‘AN ibn Mnhsmm\
cent.

wa-Ibn al-‘Amid / li-AbT Hayyan al-Tawhid
bi-tabqiqihi [brahIm al-K1lgnl. — Damascus
Fikr, (1961,

11, 400 p. : facsims. ; 25 cm.

Added t.p: Bpitre Mstalib al warirein (Les d
deux ministres) par AbQl Hayy&n at-Tawhrdr (lea

Arabic
I. al-Kylgar, TorghDm, 11 Title.
D5288.6.A2 neb
NEG64-2661
DLC CLU CtY CU-S ICU MH MalU NNC

_AbS Hayyal al-Tawhidi, ‘Al fbn Muobsmn |

cent.

U HBYY B ef TEVp "
'AbD Hayyan al-Tawhids, ‘Al b Mubammad, 10th
cent.

al-Bagd'ir wa-al-dhakhg'ir / li-Abl Hayyan a)-Ta-
WRIdT ; baggugahu wa-"allaqa *alayhi Abmad Amin,
al-Sayyid Ahmad Sagr. — Cairo : Matba'at Lajnat a)-
Ta'nr Wa-al-Tarjamah wa-a)-Nashr, 1953,

10. 303 p. : facsims. ;23 em.

Arabic
: L Abmad Amin, 18B6-1984. 11, Sagr;Abmad. ML Tiue.
i neb 10-5237
MEt Mal) NNC

Abu HMayyan al-Fawhidi, ‘Al ibn Mubammad, |0th
| cent.
[ al-Bass'ir Waral-dhakha'ir / li-Abt Hayyan al-Ta.
| whrdt i kataba muqaddimatahu wa-harrara naggahy
f; ‘alé  thalath nusakh msekhtitah *Abd ul-Ruzzaq
' Muby¥ al-Din. - al-Tub'ah 1. — Bagdad : Majbaat
sl-Najah, [954.
Vo 24 cm.

Arabic

1. Mubyr al-Din, *Abd #-Razzaq. (1. Tide.
PJ7750.A26B3 NE65-483  neb 10-5238
i DLC

f
|
i
f
i

|

AbT Hayygu al-Tawhidr, ‘AN ipn Mubammad, 10th
| cent
: al-Basa'ir wa-al-dhakha'ir / li-AbT Hayyan ul-Ta-

. WhKIT |, uniya bi-tahqiqihi wa-al-ta'llq  aluyhi
| Ibrahim al-KTi&nT, — fDamascus : Makiabat Atlus,
I 11964-1966,

4 v : fuesims. ; 25 em.
| Cover title: al-Basa'r wu-d-daha’r (Les vues des anciens cf
i les tresors des sHges)
i Arabic

. al-Knany, ibriahim. ], Title.
PJ7750,A26B3 1964 NE®65-230  neb 10-5239
DLC  AzU CLU iU MB NIC NjF NN NNC OrPSs OU
PEE UL Vit Wl

Abtt Hayvan al-Tawhidi, ‘AN ibn Mubammad, 10th

cent,

al-Hawimil wa-al-shawamil / L-AbI Hayyan al-
Tawhidy wa-Miskawayh ; nasharahu Abmad Amin,
Abmad Sagr. — Cairo . Lajnat al-Ta'nr wa-ul-Tar-
jusmah wa-al-Nashr, 195],

15,399 o : 25 cm.

“'Kitib al-hawgmil wa-al-shawimi] fy al-bagigah kitaban |i-
mu'allifsyn kablrayn, as'ilah min Abr Hayyan al-Tawhrds
sammbhi aj-hawami} wa-ajwibah min Miskawsyh sammahs

al-shawamil."—pref

Arabic

I {bn Miskawayh, Abmad ibn Muhammad, d 1030, ).
Abmad Amin, 1886-1954. 1. Sagr, Abmad. V. Title,

PJ7750.A26H3 60-29013
DLC ¢cLu Yy mMH uu wy

neb 10-5240

s

/Abn Hayyan al-Tawhrdr, *All ibn Mubammad, 10th

cent,
tal-lmeg wa-al-mu'Enasah,
Kitab al-imta’ wa-al-mu‘inasalh / ta'lf AbT Hayyan

Mathalib al-wazirayn : akhisq al-Sahib it} al-TawhidT ; wa-huwa majm0’ musimarat fi funtn

shattd hadars biha #l-Wazlr Abs ‘Abd Allah al-'Arid
i sahbahahu wa-dabatahu wa-sharabs gharfbahu
Abmad Amin wa-Ahmad al-Zayn. ~ Cairg : Lajnat
al-Ta'lf wa-al-Tarjamah wa-al-Nashr, 1939-1944.

‘; 3v.; 24 cm.

] L.C. set incomplete: v, | wanting.

H .

! Arabic

L L Abmed Amin. 18861954, ). al-Zayn, Abmad.
3

Pi7750.A2614 72-203423
LC Oy cu Miv 00 wu

neb 10-9202

Abd Hayyin al-Tewhidi, ‘All ibg Mubammad, |0th
cent,
al-Imty* wa-sl-mu'nasah :  wa-huwa majma’
musimardt T funin shattg / sahhahahu wa-clabatahy
wa-sharaba ghartbahu Abmad AmTn wa-Ahmad al-
Zayn. — Tab'sh 2. — Cairo ; Lajnat al-Tu’if wa-al-
Tarjumah wa-al-Nashr, (1953,
Iv.;25cm.
Arubic
I. Abmad Amln, [886-1954. al-Zayn, Abmad, 1894-
1947, 1L Tite,
ned 2-2402
MH NN

Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidi, ‘AlT ibn Mubammad, 10th
cent.

al-imua* wa-sl-mu‘Bnasah;

Kitab al-imig’ Wwa-al-mu'Bnassh, ta'If AbT Hayyan
al-Tawhidl, wa-huwa majml' musdmard; T funtn
shatt badara biha al-Wazir Aba *Abd Allah al-'And
fTnabw arba‘in laylah / sabbabahu wa-dabatahu wa-
sharaba gharibahy Ahmad Amin wu-Ahmad sl
Zayn, — Beirut : Dar Maktabat al-Hayanh, t1965,

Jv.inl:25¢m.

Cover titie: sl-imta’ welmoanasss, complete & unabridjed
siey

Photo-offset reproduction of the [939-1944 ed., published
in Cairo by Lajnat al-Ta'lif wa-al-Tafamash wa-al-Nashr,

Arabic

1. Abhmad Amm. 1886-1954. 1. al-Zayn, Ahmad.
PJ7750.A2614 19395 neb 10-9204

NE66-2088
DLC CLU CU-S ICU TU MB MnU NNC PPT TU TxU

Ab% Hayyfin al-Tawhidi, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, 10th
cent.

al-Isharat al-ilahtyah / Li-AbT Hayyin al-Tawhidl ;
baggagahu wa-qaddama lahy 'Abd al-Rabmian Bada-
Wl — Cairo : Matba'at Jami‘al Fu'ad al-Awwal,
1956- .

v i faesims. ; 24 em, — (Dirasat Islamryah / *Abd y)-
Rubiman Badawt ; 12)

Title on added t.p.: Divinae invocationes,

Arabic -

I. Badewt, "Abd al-Rabman, IL Tide. ML Tite: Divinse
invocationes. i
BP189.26.A28 1950 82-144337
DLC MH MiU MnU NNC PU WeU wU

nec 7-7212

Abu Hayyan al-Tawhydy, ‘Al jbn Mubhammad, |0Qh
cent.

al-Isharat al-ilihTyah / li-Abr Hayyan al-Tawhigr ;

tabylq Wadsd al-Qadr., — Beirut : Dar aj-Thaqajeh,
1973-

V. : fuesims, ; 24 em,

Arabic
l. al-Qadr, Wadad, . Title.
BP189.26.A28 T4-218557 nec 7-7213

DLC CLU CU 1nU MB MH MiU UL Vit

2l



- LA RISALAT AL-HAYAT
D’ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

PAR

. .. CLAUDE AUDEBERT _

o e

INTRODUCTION

La Risalat al-Hayat, d’ApG HAavyAN AL-Tawnipi, se présente sous la forme d’un petit
traité sur T;ZTHSE%WEggue la vie.

Elle est mentionnée dans BRockeLMANN, GAL, Sup. I, 436: R. al-Hayat, Sehid ‘A. 1186
(Istanbul).

Il nous a été possible de consulter une photocopie du manuscrit. Celui-ci porte en titre:

J}dl é :M‘} ié‘) i) a3y gg..\:,}:“ OL:" &}‘9 3‘.:4’\ 43\«:)

Le manuscrit est daté de 973 par le copiste. Il comporte 23 folios.

M. Marc Bergé a eu Pamabilité de nous signaler Pexistence, au Caire (Dar al-Kutub
al-Masriyya), d’un autre manuscrit de cette ceuvre et en a trouvé une photocopie &4 Londres.
Nous sommes reconnaissants a2 Mademoiselle J. Watson bibliothécaire du département
d’arabe a I'India Office Library, Londres, d’avoir eu 'obligeance de nous laisser en prét
ce document. Le manuscrit est enregistré sous Risdlah al-Hayat, Tal‘at 239 (Cairo) Rotos 37.

11 porte en titre: &1l sldl dl G,-0 3 L) et comporte 65 folios.

La présente Epitre a été éditée par M. I. KerLant d’aprés le manuscrit d’Istanbul, en
méme temps que deux autres épitres de l'auteur, sous le titre: Trois Epitres d’Abi Hayyan
al- Tawhidi, Institut Francais de Damas, 1951.

Nous avons pris comme texte de base de notre traduction, I'édition de M. 1. Keilani,
signalant notre lecture du manuscrit d’Istanbul par le sigle SA, lorsqu’elle ne s’accorde pas
avec le texte édité.

Nous avons de méme, noté les variantes du manuscrit du Gaire, indiqué par le sigle TC.

Cette ccuvre, comme les Mugdbasat, et 1 Epitre sur I'Amitié (1), a €té composée a la
demande d’une personnalité importante qui n’est pas nommée.

Al-Tawhidi nous avertit aussi qu’il était déja vieux au moment ot il entreprit cette
ceuvre: « J'espere qu’elle trouvera bon accueil aupres de celui qui m’a incité & la composer

(1) M. Berct, Une Anthologie, BEOD, XVI, 1958-60, p. 23.
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CONSEILS POLITIQUES A UN MINISTRE

Epitre d’Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi an vizir Ibn Sa‘dan al-‘Arid

Introduction, traduction partielle et analyse
PAK

Mare BERGE

INTRODUCTION

C kot dans Védition d'A. Amin du Kitab al-Tmta wa-l-mi’dnasat
- d’al-Tawhidi? que nous trouvons, €1 appendice, une épitre?®
de cet auteur, adressée au vizir Ibn Sa‘dan al-‘Arid ¢ Al-Tawhidi
v aborde un sujet qui, vraisemblablement, lui tenait a cceur,
miais il le fait sur un ton qui révele de fagon nette une tendance
profonde de sa personnalité. En effet, il part pour donner des
conseils 8 au vizir sur art de gouverner et, comme il Vécrit lul-méme,
il rédige cette Risala quelques jours aprés avolr demandé a ce
dernier, lors de leur premiere nuit de discussion $, « 'autorisation
Quser du tutoiement » de facon a rendre la conversation et la
rédaction plus coudantes ©.

11 peut paraitre prétentieux, de la part d'un homme de lettres,
de vouloir donner des conseils politiques a un ministre et le traiter
d’égal a égal méme dans le cadre d’échanges purement intellectuels.
Toutefois, il convient de souligner que c’est d'un commun accord

se 4dition, tomes 1, 11, 111, Le Caire 1953.
Mort en 414/1023.
Imtge, 111, 210-25.
Abd ‘Abd Allah al-Tiusayn 1bn Sa‘dan al-<Arid, vizir du prince bityide
nsam al-dawla de l'année 372/982 & 375/985. :
5. nush, voir Inyac, 111, 222, {. 11. Les citations renvoient a la.page ¢t
a la ligne (sigle ().

6. Imta<, I, zo, 1. 14-22, 1. 7. Au cours de cette nuit, un dialogue s'établit
entre le vizir et al-Tawhidi sur les avantages du tutoiement. L’indignation
devant le tutoiement, dit en substance le vizir, n'est qu'une preuve de mes-
quinerie et de faiblesse. L’autorité doit donc se débarrasser des méfaits de
Vorgueil. Et al-Tawhidi de louer les mérites de la modestie, en citant un pieux
ancétre (ha'd al-salaf al-sdlik): Quiconque fait étalage de sa supériorité devant

.. un inférieur, ne manquera pas de se trouver médiocre devant un supérieur.
« $'estimer peu de chose, ajoute al-Tawhidi, est un reméde pour I'Ame
et une qualité naturelle chez les gens clairvoyants dans [les affaires] de ce
bas-monde, comme en religion » (22, 1. 2-3).

2. Id., 11, 210, 1 18-211, [ 2 «isti’dani iyyahu fi l-muhdtaba bi-l-kdf ».
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MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
+./NRA GELEN DOKUMAN

;o Frulei s
2001 SHA‘AR, Nuhaal-. An analytical reading O%éw fMorffas et

al-Tawhidr's epistle: On [the classification o o5ei b !
knowledge (Risala fi al-‘uliim). Reflections on ‘
Imowledge and language in Middle Eastern societies.
Ed. Bruno De Nicola, Yonatan Mendel and Husain

Qutbuddin. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars !
Publishing, 2010, pp.153-172. I

NYATPAOO N3 VEINOS
NVLAIANYTNIAVA 3aaviN

821 REYMOND, Pierre-Louis. Lafigure du karib a partir
de la 7e nuit du Kitab al-imta* wa-i-mu'dnasa de g, %‘f n
Tawhidl. Arabica: Journal of Arabic and Islamic
Studies,59 i-ii (2012) pp35-52. [With abstractsin /9§ <
English & French.]
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]_, owr “"”R‘“E""’gﬁfs REYMOND, Pierre-Louis, Etre hu

main, oy Je bilan
S>ADRR critique de I'adfab 3 travers Ja figu
cC a%\,:'?

: avers ia figure du karip,
Islamochristiang - Dirasar Istamy

) (2012) pp.101-115. [Examples o1 a8
S30P2F =) PP.10I-115. [Examples o n al-Mugaffa*,
:t Qfsﬁ%a‘*gi be Ibn Qutayba, al-Jahiz & Tawhidi, With abstm?:ts in

T A ¢3}_71;,,,,,13,F’rn:zm:hcS’aEru_Lrh'sh.]

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN
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r443 Manjoun, Zadi.  Abt Hayvan .
at-Tawhidi, un rationaliste  original.

IBLA 27 (1904), pp. 317-344 o
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3062 FARAGALLA,Samih. La concezione dell’'uomo in ~ |
* Abi Hayyan at-Tawhidi. Awidel Il Convegno su:la |

presenza culturale italiana nei paesi arabi: storia e

.+ prospentivi, Sorrento ... 1982. Rome: Istituto per

I'Oriente, 1984, pp.131-146
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21720, Abﬁ*Haiyén at-Tauhidi, “Alf Ibn-Mubammad: Al- Ba-
sa’tr wa'd-daha’ir / 1i-Abi-Haiyan at-Tauhidi ‘All Ibn-Mu-
hammad Ibn-al-‘Abbas. Tahqig Wadad al-Qadi. - Bairut:
Dar Sadir
Inhalt: Anthologie aus der Adabliteratur. - In arab. Schrift,
arab. - Binde 1/2, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8 zsgeb. 30 A 2245

=~ Tab'a 1. - 1988 = 1408. - 253 §. 30 A 2245-1/2

1.

2.-Tab'a 1. - 1988 = 1408, - 245 S. 30 A 2245-1/2
3.~ Taba 1. - 1988 = 1408. - 191 8. 30 A 2245-3/4
4. - Tab‘a 1. - 1988 = 1408. - 247 §. 30 A 2245-3/74
5. - Tab‘a 1.- 1988 = 1408.- 228 S. 30 A 2245-5/6
6. - Tab'a 1, - 1988 = 1408. - 253 S. 30 A 2245-5/6
7.- Tab'a 1. -~ 1988 = 140§, - 253 S. 30 A 2245-7/8

30 A 2245-7/8

30 A 2245-9
1408, - 347 S,

30 A 2245-IND

§ - Tab‘a 1. - 1988 = 1408. - 2105.
9.~ Tab®a 1. - 1988 = 1408.- 3175,
Al-Faharis al-"amma. - Tab'a 1. - 198§ =

2796. Subail, al- Habib: Al Mugtama‘ wa'r-ry® ya

nassiya fi 11 13 _ .
al- Ha)t/fb §uba1;n_.a Ta‘{;l«a I-mwanasa, 1i- Ab“Halyan at- Taufndl

1993 = 1413 1. i3 gl ~ Bairiit : al- Mu’assasa al-Gam;¢ iya,:
In arab, Schrift, arab.

€.

33 A 20293

84-965574

Shaykb, Mubammad s Abg al=Chang.
(AbT Hayyfn al-Tawhidi)

‘J—n} _)l>-=w us p1

: [Idbya ; Tunis]

-1983‘9'———‘3&] Eaypad |
2 ve (987 pe) ; 24 cm.

Blbllography Pe 961-973.
§27.00 (U-S-)

On «AlT ibn Muhammad AbQ Hayy8n al-

TawhTdI (10th cent. ), Arab writer.
Afr-Tang.

892.7 = 09 .. .
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i 4902. Tbn-Balgasim, Ni _
| < gasim, Nur-ad-Din: Asda’ al-mus €y
f *76 o qaéssrimﬁ fid%_!;bf.bl-Halyan_at-Tauhfdf‘/ Nﬁr-arg-ugitgn}gn%al-}
| 07 16. Bahnasy, “Aff al-: Falsafat al-fann “inds * B} al-Libiya - Al My J2rabulus, al-Gamahiriya alA biva
Alifal-Bahnasl. - Tab%a 1. = Dimase - n_inda ’t-Tauhidi ya: Al-Munsa’a al-“Amma, 1984 = W ve
1408 h. - 1288, : 11 -~ Ulimasq: Dar al-Fikr, 1957 = AB : ‘ ;191381. s 1393 W.R. -
Inhalt: Di PR ’ N » ) SR G P A nhalt: D. arab.-j
Srclh:ilftfer?fb%}lqlo-so-ph'e der Kunst und Asthetik ; Hos nach d. we;;bd liab%:}giqh}" u. Gesellschaft im Mittelaltor
Schri tiaiyan atTauhidis (923 - 10 n den B.L. :cv ' arab. Schrift, aj laiyan at-Tauhidi (923 - 1011). - |
chrift, arab. : . 11). - In arab e dee e - Schrift, arab. - Zugl.: [Tarabul - )
28 A 16466 rarb.], 1982 farabulusl. Univ,, [Magiste:
F.A. 30 A 9584
M.L. :
T. A,
N
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01471 WALKER _— R ST TR : e
carly 1smas hough fhe View of rychics in o L Lo e ddrtast 863, [ZaxhvaTi Qaracoziy, “Ali Rezd. ““Abu Hayyan Towhidi, danesvat-e honar
al-Sijistani. MW 66 (1976), pp. 14-28, 0 Ya'qub a S BNt g‘nf“*g(.! AT mand-e e‘teqadgar’’. Ma‘dref 4, 1 (1366) DP-}47‘78- ‘
1441 AubEBERT, C. La Risilat ;ﬁ’:h; "t crens €$ f’ig:‘?’* [Abu Hayyan Towhidi, savant, artiste et critique.]]
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d'Abii Hayvian al-Tawhid; :
] Tay hidf. B PR
_04). PP. 147-195 OBl o

Ksalel i faged

1444 \"AJ!).& G. Breves notés sur lé,
Risala fi Lulam o oAb Havyan al- -
Tawhidi. Arabica 12 (10068), pp. 106-199
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7320 ROSENTHAL, F.ﬁ Aba Haiyan al-

Tawhidl on penmanship. Al 13-14
(1948), pp. 1-30
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— Voir également dans les chapitres : Quvrages generaux . ZArRINKUB 0° 74

Mousique : DURING 1° 1275.

4787.{ -
fagr 11 @ ¢, 1. - Tarabulus, al-Gam
2?—51:?\3-1‘1; ;Iab i inia’a alfAmma,

4332, Bahnasi, ‘Afif al-: Falsafat al-fann ‘inda "tTaubidi /
“Afif al-Bahnasi. - Tab‘a 1. - Dimasq : Dar al-Fikr, 1987 =
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AL-TAWHIDI Sremsl alealt oy o e ols
(Abit Hayyan “Ali b, Mubammad b. al-'Abbas)

Man of ietters and philosopher: b. Nisapur, or Shiraz, Wasit, or Baghdad between 310-20/922-32.
d. Shiraz? 414710237,

Studied in Baghdad under famous teachers and frequented sufi masters. After
travelling widely he returned to Baghdad and became attached to the court of the
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THE THEORY OF MUSIC IN ARABIC WRITINGS
(0.900-1900), AMNON SHEL@AH, 1979 Miinchen,
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Publications of the

Institute for the History of
Arabic-Islamic Science

Edited by
Fuat Sezgin

ISLAMIC
PHILOSOPHY

Volume 21

Rasd’il
Tkhwan as-safa’ wa-
khillan al-wafa’
(2nd half 4th/10th cent. )

Texts and Studies
Collected and Reprinted

I

1999

Tnstitute for the History of Arabic-Islamic Science
at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University

Frankfurt am Main

ISLAMIC
PHILOSOPHY

Volume
21

RASA’IL
IKHWAN AS-SAFA’ WA-
KHILLAN AL-WAFA®
(2nd half 4th/10th cent.)

TEXTS AND STUDIES

11
Turkiye Diyanet Vakf‘: .
Jam Aragtirmalan Merkezi ;
P Ciphanesi Collected and reprinted
by
Fuat Sezgin

in collaboration with
Mazen Amawi, Carl Ehrig-Eggert,
Eckhard Neubauer

1999

Institute for the History of Arabic-Islamic Science
at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University
Frankfurt am Main

THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE EPISTLES OF THE
IKHWAN-AS-SAFA

THE question of the authorship of this famous and important document
of the philosophical and religious thought of the tenth century
has excited the curiosity of scholars ever since it was first made

public. It has been ascribed to various people—sometimes on grounds of
strange misunderstandings. So one still finds—even in recently published
works—the assertion that Abi Hayyan at-Tauhidi was one of theBrethren;
all this because in a book of his he quoted most interesting refutations
of some of the main doctrines of the Epistles. Other rumours at least
had more reasonable motives. So al-Majriti was considered to be the
author because he played a great part in disseminating the Ikhwan’s
ideas in Spain. It can be easily understood too that the Isma‘ilis, among
whom the Rasd’il enjoyed a quasi-canonical authority, ascribed them to
someone or other of their ** Hidden Imims.™

While no conclusive evidence has been forthcoming up to now as to
the personal identity of the author (or authors), it can be noted with
content that some of the book’s mysteries have been unveiled by modern
scholarship. Dieterici, the pioneer of the studies connected with the
Rasa'il, did not yet recognize that the tracts he made European scholar-
ship acquainted with, owe their origin to the great Batini movement of
the tenth century. It was only in 1808 that Casanova discovered the fact
that the Epistles—and especially the so called Recapitulatory Epistle ""—
were well known to the ‘“ Assassins’ of Syria and their origin is therefore
to be sought among the Ismd‘iliya? The rediscovery of the Fatimid

1. Dr. H. Hamdani in his article * The Rasail Ikhwan al-Safa in the Ismaili Literature '"(Der Islam
1936 ) collects the passages containing this view (sometimes in the fantastic form that the RasZ’il were
composed during al-Ma'man’s reign) and registers other theories of the authorship, too. The first Bombay
edition stated in its colophon, on the authority of the * Uyin al-Akhbar of Idris Iinad ad-Din (see Ivanow,
Guide, p. 62), that the author was the Imam Ahmad. Ahmad Zaki Pasha, in an article written in the eigh-
ties of the last century (reproduced in the new Cairo reprints of the Rasa'il) professed to have given
much thought to the question who this (then) mysterious 1dris might possibly be—till he was informed by
a ' well-informed man "’ that the book and its author were bogus, invented to secure the Rasi'il the pro-

tection of a copyright|
2. Journal Asiatique, 1898, I hope to publish this ar-Risala al-Jami‘a.
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ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI 103

guistic Thought III: The Arabic Linguistic Tradition
(London and New York, 1997).

EnvavaToLiLAn FATEHI-NEZHAD
Tr. Ranm GrOLAMI

Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidi, ‘Al b.
Muhammad b. al-‘Abbas (ca. 310414/
922-1023), was a man of letters and a
philosopher. According to evidence in his
own writings it is estimated that he was
born during the second decade of the 4th
century of the Ayra, probably in 310/922
(Yaqat, 15/20; Ibrahtm, 16-17; Muhyt
al-Din, 10; Qazwini, 2/167), either in
Shiraz, Nisabtr or Wastt (see Yaqut, 15/5;
al-Safadi, 22/39; al-Subky, 4/2).

According to Yaqut (15/5), who wrote
the most extensive account of Abl Hay-
yan’s life, he was originally from Shiraz;
and according to Ibn al-Dimyati (p. 196),
although he grew up in Baghdad, he was
originally from Nisabtuir This contention
regarding the place of his birth gave rise to
debate among various contemporaneous
writers as to whether he was a Persian or an
Arab (Ibrahim, 13-16; Kurd ‘Ali, 2/498;
Muhy? al-Din, 14-19). As al-Dhahabi
(Siyar, 17/121) stated, his title, ‘al-Tawhidr’,
may be an indication of the fact that Abiui
Hayyan was either a Sufi or a Mu‘tazili, or
one of the so-called AA! al-tawhid, another
name by which the Mu'tazila referred to
themselves. However, Ibn Khallikan claims
in his book that ‘others have maintained’
that his father was a dealer in a sort of
date called tawfhid (Ibn Khallikan, 5/113;
al-Isnawi, 1/302).

Abt Hayyan was born to an obscure
and destitute family; he lost his parents
at an early age and was brought up by his
uncle, who treated him badly (Abta Hayyan,
al-Basa’wr, 2/475). There are no detailed
accounts of his youth, and even Yaqut
(15/6) expresses surprise at the fact that he
is not mentioned by the biographers. He
learnt various sciences such as literature,

jurisprudence ( figh), theology (kalgm) and

philosophy, from distinguished scholars of
his time. During the period between 348
and 368/959 and 979 he became the pupil
of Abn SaTd al-Sirafi who was a scholag
jurist and man of letters. Abt Hayyan was
taught Qur’anic sciences, grammar (nafw),
jurisprudence, rhetoric (balagha), theology,
prosody (‘ariid) and poetic thyming (gafiya)
by him, and it may be that his inclination
towards Sufism was the result of his teach-
er’s influence (Abu Hayyan, al-Basa’s,
1/38 et passim; see Ibrahim, 30). He was
also taught grammar (rafiw) and theology
by al-Rummani (d. 384/994) (al-Safadi,
22/39).

His other teachers included such figures
as Abu Bakr al-Qaffal al-Shashi, a ShafiT
jurist, and al-Qadi Abt al-Faraj al-
Nahrawani (see al-Dhahabi, Siar, 17/122;
al-Subki, 4/2; Ibn Hajar, 6/370). Abu
Hamid al-Marwarridhi was another of his
teachers, and it appears that it was from
him that Abtt Hayyan learnt ShafiT juris-
prudence. Abu Hayyan narrated many of
al-Marwarrtdhi’s opinions, in particular
those that pertain to jurisprudence, in vari-
ous places in al-Basa%r. It is also interest-
ing to note that whenever Abt Hayyan
was unwilling to express things on his own
behalf, he appeared to do so in the name of
Abu Hamid (see Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 10/286,
11/118; and see also Abti Hayyan’s works
below). '

Abn Hayyan learnt such intellectual sci-
ences (al-wlim al-‘aghyya) asmetaphysics and
natural philosophy, logic (mantig), Sufism
(tasawwyf) and ethics (akhiag), from Yahya
b. ‘Adi and Abu Sulayman al-Syistani
(q.v.). It would appear from the sources that
he went to Baghdad as a child where he
copied books. It also appears that his reclu-
sive disposition, together with his foresight,
as declared by himself (al-fmta$ 1/104),
prevented him from accepting certain posi-
tions that were at times offered him {e.g. see
Abti Hayyan al-Tawhidi, al-Imiz‘, 1/52-53,
3/227). Possibly in order to increase his
income and acquire an easier position,

EMCYCLOPAEDIA ISLAMICA, Vel. II, LEIDEN 2009. [SAM 190005
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AL-TAWHIDI, ABU HAYYAN

QOzment, S.E. {1969) Homo Spiritualis: 4 Comparative
Study of the Anthropology of Johannes Tauler, Jean
Gerson and Martin Luther (1509-16), Leiden: Brill.
(Valuable exploration of Tauler’s mysticism and its
influence.)

JOHN BUSSANICH

 AL-TAWHIDI, ABU HAYYAN

(c.930-1023)

Al-Tawhidi was an Arabic litterateur and philosopher,
probably of Persian origin, and author of numerous
books which reflect all the main themes of debate and
reflection in the cultivated circles of his time. His basic
outlook could be defined as a kind of simplified and
vulgarized Neoplatonism, influenced by Gnostic ele-
ments, with four hypostases: God, Intellect, Soul and
Nature. He also has a strong interest in moral questions
on both the individual and social level,

‘Ali ibn Muhammad Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi was
probably of Persian origin. However, Arabic is the
only language he is known to have used, and most of
his fife was spent in Baghdad and in Rayy (Tehran) at
the court of the Buyid princes and their ministers, in
particular the famous Ibn Sa‘dan. It is in the latter’s
presence that the discussions recorded in al-Imta‘ wa’-
mianase (Enjoyment and  Conviviality) took place
His last years were spent in Shiraz, where he died in
AN 414/ap 1023,

Al-Tawhidi is 'a representative of Arablc belles-
lettres (adab) rather than a philosopher in the strict
sense. However, some of his main works report
discussions devoted to philosophical themes and shed
interesting sidelights on questions dealt with in a
more systematic fashion by the great Arab philoso-
phers. It goes with the genre adopted by al-Tawhidi
that he rarely expresses his own opinions; his main
authority is his master, Abu Sulayman AL-SIJSTANI.
He also appears to make extensive use of the Rasa’il
Ikkhwan al-Safa’ (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity),
although their name is rarely cited (see IKEWAN AL-
Sara®). Another source of inspiration is the ethical

- thinker TN MisKAWAYH, with whom he exchanged a
-philosophical correspondence, al-Hawamil wal-shawa-

mil (Rambling and Comprehensive Questlons)
Among Greek philosophers,  ArisToTLE, is by far
the most commonly invoked:authority. -

Al-Tawhidi’s main philosophical work is al-Muga-
basat (Borrowed Lights). Al-Imta’ wa’-mit’anasa also
contains some philosophical material, besides some
which is predominantly literary or grammatical. In

metaphysics, he follows the basic Neoplatonic scheme
of emanation (see NEGPLATONISM IN ISLAMIC PHILO-
sorry). The First, frequently called the Creator, is the
source of the world of nature which emanates
continuously from him; God is thus also character-
ized by his generosity. Intellect, Soul and Nature are
the three main levels of being, or hypostases,
emanating from the First. The process is sometimes
expressed in terms of illumination; the Imtellect
receives its light from the First, the Soul from the
Intellect and Nature from the Soul. Elsewhere, the
soul is considered as being pure light. Conversely, the
First is said to encompass the Intellect, which in turn
encompasses the Soul and so forth,

Many paragraphs are devoted to the human soul,
concerning which al-Tawhidi takes up positions that
can be defined as Platonic. The soul subsists by itself
and is not tied down to the body; on the contrary, it
uses the body as an instrument. The soul does not
arise from the mixture of the elements; thus the
Galenic theory is implicitly rejected, although it is
ascribed in one passage to Zeno (probably meaning
the Stoic) (see GALEN; ZeNo oF Crrium). The union
with the body is described as a kind of fall in a way
which has clear antecedents in some soteriological
conceptions of Gnosticism and Neoplatonism (see
GwosticisM; NEoPLATONISM). In the course of the
soul’s descent from the heavenly realm it became
covered in scales or veils, which it will cast off after
physical death, that is, when it relinquishes the body.
The soul becomes like a rusty mirror; just as the latter
is no longer capable of reflecting external objects, the
soul forgot what it knew in the intelligible world. Its
true nature is also more fully active in sleep. In our
ordinary waking life, we do not remember the world
where our soul originated because we have been
overcome by matter. These two states of the soul,
incarnate and immaterial, correspond to the two
realms of intellection and sense-perception. Intellec-

- tion is an immediate form of apprehension, devoid of

reflection and deliberation, whereas sense-perception
is linked to discursive and 1nduct1Ve modes of
thought, such as syllog13m

Humanity is thus in an intermediate position

- between the world of intellect and the world of

nature. The latter is integrated into the emanationist
scheme more neatly than is the case in Greek

. Neoplatonism; nature is a life force which emanates

from the First- Principle and . penetrates all bodies,

. giving them their forms and linking them together.

The Aristotelian definition of nature as principle of
motion and rest is also quoted more than once.
Al-Tawhidi evinces a keen interest in linguistic
questions. He predictably maintaing the superiority of
Arabic over other languages, but also discusses such

271

vard Craig, Routled
© ,1998 London. s
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LA 88ME NUIT DU KITAB AL-IMTA* WA-L f\l U’ANASA
LE POIDS D’UNE DOXA

Pierre-Louis REYMOND

Professeur agrégé, Nantes

La 88 Nuit du Kitab al-Imta‘ wa-I-Muw’ anasa &’ Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi, plus connue
sous I’appellation de controverse entre Abli Sa‘id al-Sirafi et Matta ibn Yimnus al-Qunna‘y, est
un débat sur la place de la grammaire arabe et de la logique grecque dans un modéle de culture
entre deux brillants savants en vogue dans les milieux intellectuels de la Bagdad du IVe/X®
sidcle. Sinous proposons de revisiter ce texte, aprés les assez nombreuses études qui en ont &té
faites !, ¢’est pour insister sur le fait qu’il ne peut s’ analyser en dehors des contraintes idéologi-
ques dont il dépend. La rencontre entre Matta et Sirafi n’a jamais eu pour but de livrer un
examen critique de deux disciplines du savoir couramment pratiquées chez les savants a ’épo-
que, la grammaire arabe et la logique aristotélicienne, et si la 8* Nuit du Kitab al-Imta* wa-I-
M’ anasa a pu, elle, susciter de la part des lecteurs une interrogation sur la place de chacune de
ces deux disciplines dans la conception du savoir a I’époque, c’est a contrario parce qu’aucun
des deux protagonistes, pourtant considérés en leur temps comme des sommités, ne s’est, dans
ce débat, soumis a I’objectivité d'une démarche que I’on appellerait de nos jours scientifique.

Toute la OHE‘Qﬁnﬂ est donc de savoir pourg 1ol Carla rp?nnqg eat lonrde e muy : au- deladela
probable facticité de ce célébre débat, elle invite a s’mterroger sur les intentions dp Tawhidi lui-
méme et, partant, 3 affirmer — cela a-t-il suffisament été fait 7 — que les Nuits du Im#a" ne
peuvent étre comprises sans faire toute sa place a I’auteur du Imfa * lequel, indiscutablement, a
soigneusement pensé 1’organisation du discours dans son ouvrage. Car comment comprendre,

pour ne citer que cet exemple, que le brillantissime logicien Matta * ait pu prétendre pouvoir

1. Notamment celle de Muhsin Manni (« Language and logic in Classical islam », in Logic in classical islamic cul-
ture, B. von Grunebaum éd., Wiesbaden, O. Harrassowitz, 1970, p. 51-83), celle de BLaMrant-JAMAL (Logigue aristotéli-
cienne et grammaire arabe, Paris, Vrin, 1983, p. 61-71} et celle de K. VErsteeGH (Landmarks in linguistic thought 11T
Routledge, Londres et New York, 1997, p. 52-63) ; al-Habib SBavL en mentionne les enjeux (A-Mugtama® wa-l-ru’ya,
qird’ a nassiva fi-l-Imta‘ wa-l-Mu’anasa li Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi, al-Mu’assasa al-gami‘iyyali-1-dirasat wa-l-nasr wa-l-
tawzi‘, Beyrouth, 1997, p. 97-99), Mohammed AL-CYABIRT en fait cas dans ses écrits A plusieurs reprises & partir d’une
lecture contemporaine de la pensée classique (ex : Takwin al-‘agl al- ‘arabi, al-Markaz al-taqafi al-“arabi, 1997).

2. Maita aura engendré toute une lignée de logiciens dont Yahya ibn ‘Adiy (m. 364) que 'on retrouve dans le Kifab
al-Imtd* (25%™ Nuit ) ou le « tuteur » de Tawhidi, Abl Sulayman (m. 391).

gi:‘) Vﬁ, l’ﬂ/

Bulletin d’Etudes Orientales, LV, 20042005, IFPO, Damas, p. 169-186
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EPITRE SUR LES SCIENCES
(RISALA FI L-<ULUM)
D’ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI
(310/922 (?) - 414/1023)

GLOSSAIRE ET INDEX ANALYTIQUE

PAR

MARC BERGE

Dans la premiére partie de cette étude (1), nous avions annoncé (2) la publication
du glossaire exhaustif et de I’index analytique de la Risdla fi [-‘ulim d’Abi Hayyan al-
Tawhidi.

Nous avions également souligné 'intérét de tels dépouillements (3} qui ne sont certes
pas nouveaux (4), mais dont nous devons déplorer le petit nombre, particuliérement pour
les textes de I’age classique de la littérature arabe. Qu’il nous suffise de redire que ce travail
ne prend son sens que considéré comme une modeste contribution a I’élaboration, d’une
part, d’un lexique complet de la langue d’al-Tawhidi, et d’autre part, d’un index analy-
tique portant sur Pensemble des ouvrages de cet auteur. Il s’agit 13, évidemment, d’une
entreprise, & la fois longue et minutieuse, mais qu’il est cependant possible de commencer
deés & présent, en choisissant particuliérement les ceuvres les plus personnelles, les plus connues

ou les plus accessibles.

(I) Voir BEOQ, XVIII, Damas, 1963-1964,
Epitre sur les sciences d’Abii Hayyin al-Tawhidi. Intro-
duction, traduction, glossaire technique, manuscrit et édition
critigue, pp. 241-298.

tome I, 1967, p. xxxvo :

a) Taw 1: al-Hawamil, éd. 1370/1951.

b) Taw 2: al-Imtd‘, éd. Le Caire, 1953.

¢) Taw 3: al-Mugdbasdt, Le Caire, 1347/1929.
(2) Ibid., p. 283. d) Al-Adab wa l-ins@’ f7 l-saddge, Le Caire, 1323/
(3) [Hbid., pp. 274-276. 11 est intéressant de re-  1905.

lever les titres des ouvrages d’al-Tawhidi qui figurent (4) Voir C. Pervar, Le Kitdb al-iorbi’ wa-

dans le « Supplément 2 la liste des ouvrages cités en
référence » dans R. BracuErE avec la collaboration
de M. Crouewm et C. Denizeau, Dictionnaire arabe-
frangais-anglais (langue classique et moderne), Paris,

RULLeTiNg O ETUDES

l-tadwir de Gahiz. Texte arabe avec une introduc-
tion, un glossaire, une table de fréquence et un index.
IFEA4, Damas 1955. Voir particulidrement p. v
et X,

ORIENTALES
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Bulebin D ehdes Oclentoles, boome = RRY [1972, ¢ 97 04
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GENESE ET FORTUNE

DU KITAB AL-IMTA® WA L-MU’ANASA
’ABD HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI (m. en 414/1023)

PAR

MARC BERGE

Maitre-assistant 2 I'Universit¢ de Bordeaux 111

Le Kitab al-Imid* wa [-mwdnasa de ‘Ali Ibn Muhammad Ibn al-‘Abbas Abi Hayyan
al-Tawhidi se présente, au premier regard, comme un ouvrage construit, dont les quarante
chapitres ou «nuits » (layla), divisées en trois tomes (1), se partagent une matiére 2 la fois
dense, vivante et variée (2). Cependant on ne peut manguer &étre immédiatement intrigué,
d’un coté par la signification et la portée d’un titre prometteur et, de 'autre, par cette
appellation de « nuit» qui évoque les célebres « Mille et une nuits ».

Al-Tawhidi, par son Kitab al-Imta, nous fournit un exemple de titre d’ouvrage arabe
qui, par ses deux termes — volets d’un méme diptyque — définit Pintention de Pauteur
et Porientation de son livre, aux sujets multiples, difficiles & condenser en une formule concise.

Toutefois pour rendre compte de ce titre, il convient non de juxtaposer mais de rapprocher

logiquement ses deux termes, imta* et m’anasa, qu’il faut comprendre en fonction du but de
Pouvrage, des circonstances de sa composition et des ¢léments de vie sociale qu’il refléte.

Al-Tawhidi, selon la meilleure tradition gahizienne, a su, dans ses écrits, faire la part
du sérieux (gidd) et du frivole (hazl) et sile mot imtd‘ que nous pouvons traduire par « plaisir »
ou « jouissance » fait songer 3 ce hazl, il n’en recouvre pas moins tout le contenu du Kitab
al-Imtd*, en insistant sur le plaisir intellectuel lié au développement des thémes les plus
variés (3). Référons-nous, pour nous en convaincre, aux paroles mémes de ’auteur ou plus

exactement, aux exigences imposées par ceux qui ont inspiré son livre.

(1) Ed A. Aumin et A. AL-ZAYN: 1re édition, sous le titre: Une source pour la connaissance de la vie
1039-1944; 2¢ édition, 1953, Le Caire; 3¢ édition, sntellectuelle et sociale & Bagdad au IVe)Xe sicle: plan,
1966, Beyrouth (reproduction photographique en un traduction partielle (125 pages des 650 pages du
seul volume des trois tomes de 'éd. A. Amin et A.  texte arabe) et analyse suivie des quarante « nuits»
al-Zayn du Caire). Le texte de ces trois éditions est du Kitdb al-Imid* avec introduction, notes, index
resté le méme, avec la méme pagination. des notions, index des noms propres (mille person-

(2) Nous avons tenté de rendre plus accessible  nages environ) ct notices biographiques.
cette «matiere intellectuelle» dans une thése de (3) Les theémes qui donnent lieu 3 un certain
doctorat de 3¢ cycle (750 pages dactylographiées) développement sont les suivants:
achevée 3 Damas et soutenue 2 Paris en mai 1969, — Autobiographie: Introduction; 1re et 38e nuit.

BEO - 8
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ESSAI DE BIBLIOGRAPHIE TAWHIDIENNE DE 1883 A 1965

TARLEAU CHRONOLOGIQUE — RTUDE STATISTIQUE ET CLASSEMENT

LISTE ALPHABETIQUE

Marc BERGE

I. — TABLEAU CHRONOLOGIQUE DE 1883 A 1965,

Nous avons noté 75 auteurs modernes, environ, mais cette liste ne gaurait étre exhaustive et nous

serons certainement injuste, malgré nous, & Pégard de quelques auteurs, oubliés, qui ont pris soin,

eux aussi, d’évoquer la personnalité d’al-Tawhidi (V.

Tl ne sera pas négligeable de relever également les mentions rapides d’al-Tawhidi par les auteurs

traitant de sujets divers : il y a la Dintention d’associer les ceuvres d’al-Tawhidi aux documents qui

permettent une meilleure compréhension de Ihistoire de la civilisation arabo-musulmane.

1°) DE LA FONDATION, EN 1883, DU PARTI REFORMISTE CANONIQUE PAR AL-AFGANI ET M. ‘ABDUH,
JUSOU’A LA PREMIERE GUERRE MONDIALE (1914).

1883 :

1886 :

1887 -

Sidyaq (Ahmad Faris). Edition en un seul volume, de la Risala fi I-Saddaga wa l-sadig (199 p.)
et de la Risdla fi I--Ulim (9 p.). Editions al-Gawa’ib 9, Istanbul 1301/1883 ©).

Huwansiri (Muhammad Bagir al-Isfahani); ; m. 1313/1895; jurisconsulte imamite, historien
et mutakallim &),

Rawdat al-gannat fi ahwal al-ulamd’ wa l-saddt : lithographie persane, 1304-6/1886-1888,
1V, 205.

Cet auteur &Tite est un survivant des compositeurs de notice. Il fait deux remarques importantes :
la premiére souligne le lien existant entre 'ouvrage d’al-Tawhidi al-Hagg al-'aqli (perdu) et les idées
mystiques qui ont conduit al-Hallag au martyre; la deuxiéme, montre la ressemblance entre la Risala
fi ahbar al-siifiya ’al-Tawhidi et la Risdla d’al-Qu¥ayri, jurisconsulte $afi‘ite, mystique m. en 465/
1073.

Mirzi Husayn al-Sirdzi, éditeur, 2 Bombay, du Kitab al-Mugabasat d’al-Tawhidi.

(0 Voir M. Bergé, Pour un humanisme véeu : Abi % D.S. Margoliouth, dans £f, 1, 90-91 cite une réfé-

Hayyan al-Tawhidi. FEssai sur la personnalité morale, rence plus ancienne, de 1837, d’une publication que nous

intellectuelle et littéraire d'nn grand prosateur et humaniste  N’avons pu nous procurer : Nauwerk, Notiz iliber das
arabe & Bagdad, Rayy et Chiraz au Ivelxe s. 1FEA, arab. Buch : Tuhfar ihwan al-safa’ — Berlin.
Damas, 1979. W voir GAL, S 11, 828 et Kahhila, X, 87.

 La fondation du journal al-Gawa’ib remonte & 1860.
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76 MARIE-ANDREE GOUTTENOIRE

SEZGIN, Fuat, -
1982 Geschichte des Arabischen Schriftt ums, E. J. Brill, Leiden, 9 tomes.

TALMON, Rafael,

1985 "Who was the first Arab grammarian ? ; A new approach to an old problem A Studies in
the History of Arabic Grammar I, Wiesbaden, p. 128-145.

YVERSTEEGH, Kees (ou C. H. M.),

1993 Arabic Grammar an Qur’anic Exegesis in Early Islam, E. J. Bill, Leiden, New-York,
Kéln.

1995 The Exp]aﬁati on of Linguistic Causes, Az-Zaggagi’s Theory of Grammar, Introduction,
Translation and Commentary, John Benjamins Publishing Compagny, Amsterdam and
Philadelphia.

1997 The Arabic Language, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh.

2006 Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics, tome 1, A-Ed, General Editor Kees

Versteegh, Brill, Leiden-Boston.

.
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L’INTELLECTUEL, LE LANGAGE ET LE POUVOIR, OU L’HUMANISME
D’ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI :
LECTURE D’UNE NUIT DU KITAB AL-IMTA* WA-L-MU’ANASA

~~Pierre-louis REYMOND

Professeur agrégé, Nantes

INTRODUCTION : la 255 Nuit face aux orientations de Tawhidi dans le Imta‘

AuTVerXesiecle, le Kitab al-Imta‘ wa-I-mu’anasa, ceuvre de I’homme de lettres Bagdadi
Abit Hayyan al-Tawhidi (m 414/1023), est considéré comme une ceuvre majeure de la prose
arabe classique, une euvre porte-parole d’un mode de pensée dont la visée est de répandre,
dans les milicux intellectuels de 1'époque - ceux de 1entourage des représentants du pouvoir,
comme les vizirs, mais aussi ceux des cercles philosophiques de Bagdad — une vision
universaliste de la culture, projet d’ensemble qui témoigne d’une conception singuliére de
I’humanisme que le présent article voudrait tenter de définir. Les perspectives ouvertes par
' euvre de Tawhidi retiennent particuliérement I’ attention dans le champ de la pensée arabe
classique, parce qu’elles posent la difficulté de la relation entre la culture et le pouvoir politique,
3 travers la vaste question de 1’adab — ce concept central de la pensée arabe médiévale ou se
croisent les idées d’urbanité, de bormes meeurs, de variété des connaissances, éléments de
nature & constituer le viatique de tout lettré. C’est la principale raison pour laquelle I'ceuvre
de Tawhidi demeure inclassable ; déja, Yaqut al-Hamaw1, dans son Dictionnaire des hommes
de lettres (Mu‘gam al-’Udaba’), caractérisait cette polyvalence de I’écriture de Tawhidi par
cette formule trés juste ; depuis souvent invoquée :

Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidi : hommes de letire des philosophes, philosophe des hommes
de lettres. *

Un tel propos, en effet, illustre bien cetie double postulation de la pensée de Tawhidi,
toujours & 1'intersection de la littérature et de la philosophie, en particulier dans le "Imta*
et les Mugabasat ; car Tawhidi est-il vraiment littéraire, est-il vraiment philosophe ?
Philosophe, il 1’est parce qu’il est un penseur ; littéraire, il I’est puisqu’il sait jouer sur le

1. YAQUT AL-HAMAWT AL-ROMI, Mu ‘gam al-"udaba’ ir$ad al-’arib i13 mai‘rifat al-adib, éd 1. ‘Abbas, p.1923
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RATING ADAB: AL-TAWHIDI ON THE MERITS
OF POETRY AND PROSE.
THE 25™ NIGHT OF THE KITAB AL-IMTA * WA-L-MU’ANASA,

TRANSLATION AND COMMENTARY *

KLAUS HACHMEIER
Universidad de Gdttingen

MONSIEUR JOURDAIN
Non, je ne veux ny Prose, ny Vers.

MAISTRE DE PHILOSOPHIE

Il faut bien que ce soit ['un, ou ['autre.
MONSIEUR JOURDAIN

Pourquoy?

MAISTRE DE PHILOSOPHIE
Par la raison, Monsieur, qu'il n'y a pour s'exprimer, que la Prose ou les Vers.

Moliére, Le Bourgeois gentilhomme

The beginnings of Arabic literary prose are usually put at the end
of the Umayyad period, with the letters of ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Katib,
notwithstanding all their problems of transmission, regarded as the
first major examples of this art. ! It took, however, another two centu-
ries until literary prose became fully accepted on the literary stage:
authors of the 4%/10® century such as the Sahib b. ‘Abbad, Abi Ishag
Ibrahim al-Sabi’ or Badi® al-Zaméan al-Hamadani were pioneers of a
novel prose style, commonly called «ormate prose», and characterised
by the systematic use of saj  (rhymed prose) and the figures of badi”.
Their works, in contrast to the ones of their Umayyad and early Abba-
sid predecessors (with the example of the towering figure of ‘Abd
al-Hamid), were cited in contemporary and later literary anthologies
and in didactic literature as examples of model prose, and their style
imitated by their epigones of the later centuries. 2

* T.am exiremely grateful to Professor Geert van Gelder for kindly inviting me to

-Oxford and for the many comments, suggestions, and references he made and added to

this paper. This paper was written with the support of a DAAD postdoctoral grant at the
Oriental Institute, Oxford.

! Sayh Misd, “Harakat al-ta’1if”, 481.

2 Described in Hachmeier, “Die Entwicklung”,

Al-Qantara XXV, 2 (2004) 357-385, Mau/wred.
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Abt Hayyan al-Tawhidi:
A Sunni Voice in the Shi‘i Century

Wadad al-Qads

There are many contradictory aspects of Abit Hayyan al-Tawhidi’s
life and work that make him one of the most intriguing charac-
ters in the history of classical Arabic literature and early Islamic

thought.! Bern about §14/926 probably in Baghdad to a poor

family, he took to the ascetic way of Sufi groups early in life, and
yet strove strenuously to attain fame and wealth throughout his
adultlife at patrons’ courts, only to achieve neither and to die in
414/1023 as a poor, lonely Sufl in exile, incapable of communi-
cating with anyone but God. A deeply committed student of the
Arabic and Islamic sciences, he suddenly took up the study of
philosophy for well over a decade from $61/971, only to revert
later to the peace of the religious and linguistic studies of Islam
and Arabic. A copyist, warrdq, by profession, he disliked this work
so much that he spent much of his life trying to get out of it — but
with little success, if any at all. A prolific compiler whose pride
rested solely in his books, he burned those books in a moment of
despair after the onslaught of old age in the year 400/1009 and
yet almost immediately thereafter wrote a penetratingly lucid let-
ter explaining the reasons for his so doing. A most accomplished

128
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prose writer — perhaps the most versatile and aesthetically com-
plex artist of classical Arabic literature — only few of his
contemporaries acknowledged his talent, and it took the histori-
ans of literature two whole centuries to write down his biography
and cite excerpts from his works.
Tawhidi scholars have, over the past five decades, tried to offer
various explanations for these and other puzzling aspecis of al-
Tawhidi’s career, all of them agreeing that, in spite of great literary
achievement, his life was, by his own admission, a series of tragic
failures. Some attributed those failures to his own personal flaws:
his natural quickness to spot people’s faults, coupled with his in-
nate inability to halt his sharp tongue from lampooning, blaming
or exposing those faults — that made people avoid him; or his
stiffness of character, lack of diplomatic skills, weakness of polish
in social skills, coupled with shabbiness in appearance — that made
him unsuitable for adorning patrons’ courts and unpalatable for
their pompous tastes. Other scholars were more charitable and
took into account al-Tawhidi’s milieu. They noted that, whereas
indeed there was a huge gap between his behaviour and the be-
haviour demanded by the society in which he lived, this gap was
not caused only by his characterrelated shortcomings but also by
avalue system to which he held firmly and which his society seemed
not to endorse, and by a set of beliefs which, for him, were non-
negotiable, but which the realities of the time had invalidated.
AsThave discussed elsewhere, al-Tawhidi’s system rests on three
fundamental values: religion, learning and morality, to which must
be added the additional, yet basic, value of reason.? The system
which his society adopted, on the other hand, had, according to
him, none of those values. As described by him, the times in the
4th/10th century were witnessing a frightening intellectual and
moral decline: religion, piety and morality were in shambles; the
rulers were unjust, ungracious, impious, vile, corrupt, insensitive
and, above all, miserly and disinterested in learning; and the new
mores made itirrelevant for one to be pious and morally upright:
what mattered was whether or not one was lighthearted, hand-
some, graceful, polished, elegant, flippant, skilful at playing chess
and backgammon, and how good he was at saving money,
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114 tasaveuf

hout any derivation. After considered refléction, it appears that the derivation of
the word Sufism from “suf is the most plausible one. This is for the following
reason: firstly, this possibility alone has no etymological problem in derivation.
All other possible derivations have a problem from an etymological point of vi-
ew in some way or another. Secondly, as cited above, the customs of that time
support this theory; and finally as being a symbol of a certain life-style sif does
not exclude the meanings which are implied by the other derivational possibili-
ties whereas these other options, once one of them is accepted, exclude the rest.

As a result, it may be concluded that the origins of the word Sufism point to
the practices of an ascetic nature such as poveity, fasting, promptly following
the commandments of the Divine law. Therefore we can safely claim that Su-
fism has started as an ascetic movement.

Y
|

)
Lo

Ebi Hayyan Et-Tevhidi (6. 970 veya 990)
ve El-Mukdbdsat Adli Eserinin
Tasavvuf Ahlik: Acisindan Tahlili

Miifit Selim SARUHAN,
Dr., A. U. llahiyat Fakiltesi

Akil Allab’a ¢ikmalk i¢in biv merdivendir.
(Tevhidi, Mulkdibdsal}

A) Ebl Hayyan et-Tevhidi
1. Hayati, Ustadlar: ve Talebelerine Kisa Bir Bakis

Ali b. Mullammed b. Abbas Ebii Hayyan et-Tevhidi, hicri dérdiincti, miladi
onuncu yiizythn, islim felsefesi sahasmda énemli isimlerden biridir. Dogum ve
oliim tarihi izerinde ihtilaf vardir. Hicri 924 yilinda dogup h.970 veya 11,990 yi-
linda vefat ettigi belirtildigi gibi, h.1023'te de vefat ettigi soylenmektedir. Bag-
dat'ta diinyaya gelen Ebii Hayyan'in babast, Muhammed b. Abbas, hurma ticare-
ti yapmaktaydi. Kimi aragtrmacilar, EbG Hayyan'in “Tevhidi” lakabinin ya baba-
sinimn Irak’ta &zel bir hurma tiirt olarak “Tevhidi” adi verilen hurmay: satmasina,
ya da Mutezile'nin “eblii -adl ve'i-tevhid” akidesine baglamaktadular. Ebt Hay-
yan, Islam diisiincesinin dnciisii olan her digtintr gibi akli ve nakli ilimlerde iyi
bir egitim almustir.

Eba Hayyan, fikih ilmini Eb( Hamid el-Merdveruzi'den, hadis ilmini EbQ Be-
kir es- Sasi, Ebl Said es-Sirafi ve Ca'fer el-Huld"den almisur.”

Felsefe, mantik, tabityyat, ilahiyat, tasavvuf, keldm, nahv, ligat, siir, astrono-

mi gibi ilimlerde cesitli iistadlardan dersler alan Ebd Hayyan'in en meghur hoca-

* Ca’fer el Huldi, Kugeyri ashabindandr, siifidir. (5. 348/955).
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Ebu Hayyan et-Tevhidi’nin el-Mukdbesat adli eserl, felsefe ve dil bagta olmak iizere,

bir cok ilim daliyla alakal H. IV, yiizyilda yapilan baz: tartigmalary aktarmast bakymin-
dan dnemli bir eserdir. et-Tevhidf’nin ilgisi ve yonlendiriciligi bu esere ayrt bir dnem

80, g : Kelimenin ash Farsga olup 3¢\ veya geatd seklindedir. Sasanilerde hitkiim stirmil

ii¢ krahn ismidir.

W katmaktadir.

BE | e Bu bu caligmamda, sz konusu eserde aktarilmeg olan dil ile ilgili tartismalari, konu-
Wi, lar ve dne sii.riilen g‘()'rﬁgleri bazz'balglzkla).'. altinda tasnif edip inceledik. Amacuwmz, -bu
. c;hju; gy 1 eser gergevesinde- dil olgusuna hicri IV. yiizyd yaklagimlarin ortaya koymakur.

m o s * ' Anahtar Kelimeler: el-Mukdbesdt, et-Tevhids, es-Sicistani, dil, nahiv, mannik, bela-

fat, lafiz, mdnd, nazim, nesir.

The Language in at-Tawhidi’s al-Mukédbesdt
Abstract
Abu Hayyan at-Tawhidi’s al-Mukdbesdt, is a very important book because of trans-
fering the accumulation of 4/10th century in many subjects of sciences especially philo-

sohpy and language. At-Tawhidi'’s interest with subjects and his consributions, increase
importance of the book.

We classified and deal with the discussions, subjects and opinions concerning with
language. Our aim is to put forward the approaches of 4/10th century on language.

Key Words: al-Mukabesdt, at-Tawhidi, es-Sicistani, language, grammer, logic, retho-
ric, meaning, word, prose, poem.

*) Dr, Yiizi.inci.i Yl Univ., llahiyat Fak., Arap Dili ve Belagat Anabilim Dali
(e-posta: msirin@yyu.edu.tr)
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Dind Arastrmalar Gilt: 7, 5. 19, 5. 83-104, 200k Apka L6

Ebu Hayyan et-Tevhidi'nin Hayat Felsefesi

Bayram DALKILI(J
. . ABSTRACT

Ali ibn Muhammad Abu Hayydn al-Tawhidi (320-414/932-1023) was an Arabic
litterateur and philosopher, and author of numerous books which reflect all the main
themes of debate and reflection in the cultivated circles of his time. His basic themes are
God, Man, Intellect, Soul and Nature. He also has a strong interest in moral questions
on both the individual and social level. He was a ‘Farabian School’ and ‘Sicistanian
School’s student.

Tawhidi inquired “the problem of life” in his essay whlch is named “Risdletii’l Haydt”
(The Treatise on the Life) and his other Works. I studied and analyzed the “Tawhidi’s
Philosophy of Life” according his thoughts in this article. He writes and classifies “the
life” in his treatise as ten types. The eight types are about the man. The one of them is
about the angels and the other is about God.

<. -Keywords: Abu Hayydn al-Tawhidi, Philosophy of Life, God and man, Nafs, After
Death.

Eb{l Hayyan et-Tevhidi kimdir? O, hangi dénemde yasamigtir ve nasil bir
kisilige sahip birisidir? Tevhidi, belli bir ekole ve diigtince okuluna bagh mi-
dir? Yoksa o, ¢zgiin ve bagimsiz bir diigliniir olarak gosterilebilir mi? Onun
hayat felsefesine ait teorik goriigleri var midu? Bu gériisler, belli bir diizen ve
sistematik icinde sunulmug mudur? O, bu konuda bir ¢aligma ortaya koymus
mudur? Onun hayat felsefesine dair teorik goriisleri, pratik hayat felsefesine
yanstyabilecek nitelikte midir? O, bu goriislerini kendi pratik hayat felsefesi-
ne yansitmug midir? Bu calismamizda Tevhidi'nin, Hayat felsefesi konusun-
daki goriiglerini bu ve benzeri sorular ¢ercevesinde ortaya koymaya ve de-
gerlendirmeye calisacagiz.

A- TEVHIDI VE KiMLIGI

Alib. Muhammed el-Abb&s Eb{i Hayyan et- Tevh1d1 (320-414/932-1023),
Farabi (6.339/950) ekoliine bagh olan, FArabi'nin en seckin 6grencilerinden
olan Yahya b. Adi (6.379/989) ve caginm ileri gelen filozoflarindan Ibn Zur-
'a (8.399,/1008), ibn Sind (6.428/1037), Eb{i Reyhén el-Birlini (6.440/1048)
ve Ibn Miskeveyh (6.421/1030) ile cagdas olup, onlarla bilgi alis-veriginde
bulunmustur. Felsefedeki éneminin yaninda edib, fakih ve stiff olan Tevhidi,
Eb{ Siileyman el-Mantiki es-Sicistani (6.380/990) nin 6grencisidir.”

* Yrd. Dog. Drn, 5.0. ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, Din Felsefesi A.B.D, Ogretim Uyesi

1- Bkz. Macit Fahri, Islam Felsefesi Tarihi, (Gev. Kasim Turhan), 5. 167-168, Istanbul, 1992;
- Necip -Taylan, -Ana Hatlanyla islam Felsefesi, s. 195, Istanbul, 1991;Hanifi Ozcan, “Ebd
Hayyan et-Tevhidi Ateist midir?”, D.E,ﬁ,i.F.D., ¢. VI, 5. 486, izmh; 1989
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DEUIFD, XXV, 2007, ss.177-212

EL-LEMHATU’L-BEDRIYYE Hi <ILMI'L-<ARABIYYE
M. Vecih UZUNOGLU?
OZET

Ebl Hayyan el-Endelusi (8. 745/1344)ye ait olan el-Lemhatu’l-Bedriyye fi flmi’l-
‘Arabiyye, hicri VII. asrin sonlarinda telif edilmis, Arap grameri ile ilgili cok 6zl bilgileri

’ iceren muhtasar bir eserdir. Bu calismada eserin ady, telif tarihi, mellifi, muhtevasi, serh
) ve muhtasarlari ve niishalan hakkinda bilgiler verilmis, aynica ikinci bélimde stz konusu
eserin tahkikli nesri yapilmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: el-Lemhatu’l-Bedriyye, Eb& Hayyén, Nahiv, Arapca, Niisha, Serh.
AL-LAMHA AL-BADRIYYA FI <1LM AL~ ARABIYYA
ABSTRACT

_ L al-Lamha al-Badriyya fi Tim al-‘Arabiyya is a concise work written down in the
e T S o late 7th century. The work, which belongs to Abu Hayvan (d. 745/1344), gives
quite brief insight about Arabic grammar, In this article {study), we have edited
the manuscript with nearly seven pages. In addition, we have fried to give some

information about title and author of the book and its date of compilation; its
content, explanations, summaries and copies.

Key Words: al-Lamha al-Badriyya, Abu Hayyan, Nahw, Arabic, Manuscript,
Explanation.

GIRIS

Arap diline ait kaidelerin ortaya ¢tkisindan giiniimiize kadar gegen
siire icinde gerek bu dilin mantigint sisternatik olarak izah etmek gerekse
Arap olmayanlara bu dili dogru 6gretebilmek maksadiyla birgok eser telif
edilmis, buna bagh olarak da farklh metotlar ortaya gkmugtir. Kimi
muellifler isim, fiil ve harften vola akarak dile ait mifredat: agiklamaya
calisirken kimileri amil, ma‘mal ve i‘rab sistemini esas alarak Arap dil
mantigini  ortaya koymayt amaclamis, kimileri de kendilerine has
metotlada dile ait malzemeyi mantiki bir silsile icinde takdim etmeye

1 Ogr. Gér. Dr., Dokuz Eylil Universitesi {lahivat Fakiiltesi, lzmir.
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POUR UN HUMANISME VECU:

ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI

j Essai
surla j)fﬁmmalité morale, intellectuelle et litiraire
d’un grand prosaleur et humaniste arabe
engagf dans la société de Iépogue bouyide,
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Studia Llamica, .« 470

The Applicability of the Term “Humanism”
To Abi Hayyan al-Tawhidi

Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidi lived just over three hundred years after the
advent of Islam, at the turn of the tenth and the eleventh Christian
centuries.!

In order to deal with the applicability of humanism to Abu
Hayyan, the term “humanism” itself must first be defined, or at least
a description of the problems of its definitions given. Humanism can
mean either almost nothing, or almost anything, At its loosest it refers
t0 a concern with the human: “every person interested in ‘human val-
ues’ or in ‘human welfare’ is nowadays called a ‘humanist’, and there
is hardly any person who would not like to be, or pretend to be, a
humanist in this sense of the word”.?

However, rather than use hindsight to pick a definition that fits
the work of Abu Hayyan and then successfully match his work to it,
this paper will analyse secondary sources, all of them European and
twentieth or twenty-first century, and work through the dynamics of
their analyses of Abu Hayyan, his society and his contemporaries, and
their uses of the term “humanism”.? Throughout these discussions, 2
certain coalescence around a number of key aspects of the term will

1. ‘AlT b. Muhammad b. al-*Abbas Abi Hayyan al-Tawhid1. 922/32 - 1023 (EIZ,
S.M. Stern). Henceforth the name of the author will be presented without dia-
critical marks as “Abu Hayyan”.

2. KrisTELLER, “Philosophy of Man”, p.93.

3. Secondary sources consulted in Arabic, most notably the three issues of “Fusal”
dedicated to Abu Hayyan (between Autumn 1995 and Winter 1996), tend not to

use the term “humanism”. The terms and ideas which these sources do focus on
will be addressed briefly below.

71
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122 ® DINT ARASTIRMALAR

Jolmastyla miimkiindiir. Bu giinlerde insanlara oldukga cazip gelen, ama aslinda
bir nevi sorumluluktan kacmak demek olan siirekli gegmisi/gelenegi karalayarak,
sugu onlarin iizerine atmak yerine onlarin kazandiklarim elestirel bir tarzda inceleyip
istitade ederek, kendi kazandiklarimiza (bilgi, bilim-teknoloji) siireklilik ve giincellik
kazandirabiliriz.”

Sonug

Imanim da kiifriin de merkezinin kalb olmasi, onun ham verilerin yargiya
doniigerek yakini bilgi haline gelme siirecinde ne kadar 6nemli bir konum icerdigini
gostermektedir % Inanan, akleden bir kalbe sahip olan insan, tasdik ve ikrar
icindedir.

Bunlarin zorunlu sonucu olan salih amelleri de igleyerek, mutmain bir sekilde
Yiice Yaraticisimn huzuruna varir.” Ciinkii o insamin kalbinde, iman sevdirilmigtir,
kiifiir, isyan ve fisk ise kotii gdsterilmistir.'®

Bu durumun korunmas: igin siirekli olarak miimin "Rabbimiz, bizi dogruya
gotiirdiikten sonra kalplerimizi egriltme ve katindan bize rahmet bahset" diye dua
eder.'® Tabii ki, yalmzca dua etmek yeterli degildir. Kalbi dirilifin korunmast
icin ayrica; dolayli olarak da olsa, her tiirlii gizli ya da agik kotilige karigmay:
reddederek,'” Allah'm herkesin igini ve digim, kazandiklarin bildiginin zorunlu
sonucu olarak, daima kontrol altinda oldugumuzu unutmamaltyiz.'® Bu ise, ahlakli
ve adaletli bir hayat tarzi siirdiirebilmemize ve yaraticumzin rizasini kazanmamiza
vesiledir.

97 K.XK.,2/134,286

98 Bkgz. el-Cuzi, a.g.e.,s. 226 vd.

99 Bkz. K.K., 26/89: 50/37: 13/28: 48/18, el-Isfahani, ez-Zeria, 5.79
100 K.K., 49/7-8

101 K.K.,3/8

102 K.K., 6/151

103 K.X., 13/11

SAMIL OGAL® 123 — 1471

Dini Arastirmalar, Mayis-Agustos 1999, ¢. 2, s. 4 (Ar\\'-am) :

Ebu Hayyan Tevhidi’nin Ibn-i Miskeveyh’e
Yonelttifi Felsefi Sorular

Samil OCAL’

Felsefe yapmann yollarindan biri kabul edilen soru cevap teknigi miisliman
filozoflarin sikga kullandigi metodlardan birisidir. Bu metodun en onemli
ozelliklerinden birisi, diisiincelerin sorular bigimine konularak anlatiimasidir.
Sorularin kendisi, en az verilen cevaplar kadar énemlidir. Sorular, soruyu soranin
felsefenin temel problemlerine nasil yaklastigim agik bigimde ortaya koydugu gibi,
muhatab olan kimsenin diigiincelerindeki bosluklar: da ag1ga vurmaktadir. Soru-
cevap teknigi zihnin gok dinamik olduBu bir siradaki tiriinlerini izleme firsat verdigi
icin de 6nemlidir,

Ebu Reyhan Birtini’nin fbn-i Sina’ya yonelttigi sorular ve Ibn-i Sina’nun cevaplan
Islam Felsefesi tarihinde meshurdur." Ancak fbn-i Sina’nin dogumundan yaklasik
yirmi kiisur y1l 6nce Ebu Hayyan Tevhidi’nin ibn-i Miskeveyh’e yonelttigi sorular
ve Ibn-i Miskeveyh’in bu sorulara verdigi cevaplar Islam Felsefesinin erken
donemlerinde tartigilan problemlere 131k salmast ve islamin rénasans ¢agi olarak

*  Dr., Kirikkale Universitesi Fen Edebiyat Fakiltesi Felsefe Bolimd.
1 “Jbn-i Sina’mn “On Soru’'nun Karsiliklart”, Tiirkge terclimesiyle birlikte nesreden
. Miibahat Tiirker Kiiyel, Beyrini’ye Armagan, (Ankara 1974), ss. 95-112.
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226 A. Fenina [ Arabica 55 (2008) 204-226

d’IfrIqiya cvt peut étre méme bien avant, puisque ce dernier «avait commandé
la garde (Swrta) de Yazid tant en Egypte quen Ifrigiya»'. En tout cas, la
wildya de Nagr b. Habib coincide avec Uinstallation du «fugitif» d’Egypte) au
Zab et avec les moments difficiles dont souffrit ce dernier du « mauvais voisi-
nage» et de «[esprit de corps» d’al-Fadl b. Rawh, alors sous-gouverneur du
Zab, et, sans doute, peu aprés, de Nagr b. Habib, lorsqu’il fut nommé gouver-
neur d’Ifrigiya, et dont Pautorité s'étendait alors au Zab. Or, 4 ce moment
méme, Ibrahim b. al-Aglab cherchait & Simposer dans ce district'®. En choisis-
sant cette Jégende pour son dirham, le réfracteur de Maggana, ‘Ali, rappelait
par allusion & I'émir aglabide, cet épisode chargé de haines tribales. , )

Conclusion

Ce témoignage numismatique nous a ainsi fourni de précieux renseignements
sur un moment fort de la ville de Maggana durant lequel celle-ci s'érigea,
da.ns .un moment de troubles et d’éclatement du pouvoir aglabide, en unc’:
principauté autonome. Cette autonomie fut réelle pour un trés court laps de
temps, puisque P'émir aglabide parvint en fin de compte 2 ramener 4 son
aurorité les diverses villes et régions qui lui échappaient. If se montra méme
clément, en réintégrant, dans son entourage, certains dissidents. Probable-
ment, chercha-t-il & apaiser les esprits et  rallier des hommes influents.

Dirham frappé i Patelier de Maggana sous les Aghlabides en 209/824-25

(droir et revers).

”‘; 1bid., p. 76 ; voir Ibn ‘Idari, al-Bayan, 1, p. 85.
1S g . ;
Voir notre érude : «Eclairages sur un épisode obscur de la fondation de PEmirat aglabide

et sur un atelier monétaire inconnu (Magh. ° i
: : ghra)», Actes du VIII* Coll I "His-
toire et I'Archéologie de 'Afrique du Nord, pp. 517-530. paue loremarionalsur e
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La nuit inaugurale de Kitdb al-Imtd
wa-l-mu dnasa &' Abis Hayyan al-Tawhidi:
une lecon magistrale d’adab

Salah Natij

Résumé

En s'appuyant sur un commentaire du texte de la premiére nuit du Kisab al-lmzd wa-l-m inasa
d’Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi, cer arricle se propose de montrer la place primordiale quoccupe la
parole conversante (al-muhddata) dans la pensée arabe classique. La conversation, badit, consti-
tue bien dans la culture arabe 4 la fois un paradigme épistémique dominant er un cadre généralisé
dexpériences esthético-éthiques: la parole conversante fonctionne 3 la fois comme facteur de
construction des contextes d’interaction au sein desquels se tssent les réseaux de sociabilité et
d’échanges intellectuels fcondants (mugdbasa), comme action cathartique qui libére I'dme et
pu_riﬁc Pesprit, comme facteus de sublimation et d’émancipation de la personne (zg). Ainsi,
Panalyse de toutes ces formes de manifestation de la parole conversante dans la champ de l'adab
nous a permis d’aboutir 2 deux conclusions complémentaires: premiérement, selon la concep-
tion de la culture propre  la vision anthropologique inhérente au systéme de 'adab, la culture
ne se transmer pas héréditairement, mais par fréquentation, interaction et CoNtact entre person-
nes contemporaines. Deuxiémement, 1 adib véritable, tel que nous en avons un exemple vivant
dans la figure d'al-Tawhidi, est celui qui se montre capable de créer et prendre en charge les
occasions de sociabilité et d’échanges permettant aux individus d'une méme époque de s'insérer
dans le tissu de la contemporanéité concréte et de Sinfluencer et se cultiver les uns les autres.

Mots-clé
Adab, Adib, catharsis, contemporanéité, conversation, culture de ['adab, émancipation, parole
conversante, sociabilité, sublime, Tawhid,

Abstract .

Based on 2 commentary of the first night in Aba Hayyan al-Tawhid?'s Kitab al-Imed wa-l-
mud anasa, the purpose of this article is 1o show the essential place held by conversing speech
(al-mupidata) in classical Arabic thought. In Arabic culture, conversation (bacit) represents
indeed both a dominant and epistemic paradigm and a generalized ethical-aesthetic frame of
experiences: 1. €. conversing speech works at the same time as a building factor of interacting
contexts in which one can build sociabilicy networks and fecund intellectual exchanges
(rmugabasa), as a cathartic action which frees the sout and purifies the mind, and as 2 sublimation
and emancipation factor of the human being (7#g). Thus, the analysis of all these forms of
conversing speech in the field of adab leads to two complementary conclusions : first, according
to the culnural conception inherent in adab’s anthropological vision, culture is not transmitted
by heredity, but through relationship, interaction and contact between contemporary people.
Second, the true zdzb, like the vivid example which can be found in al-TawhidT's figure, is the one

© Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2008 DOIL: 10.1163/157005808X3 10642




MERAK ETMEZ MIiSINiZ?

Haziran 2003

Tﬂr k DﬁnyaSl Ar a§tll‘ma Dergileden { Tiirk Diinyas1 Aragtirmalart
Bazi Ornekler

TANINMIS TURK DiLi BILIMCISI EBU
HAYYAN’IN CALISMALARI
HAKKINDA BIRKAC SOZ

Ergali ESBOSIN'

OZET

Ebu Hayyan tarafindan 13. yy.da Memluk Kipgakea-
st sahasinda yazilan Kitab -al -Idrak Li-lisan al Atrak Tiirk
dilinin énemli bir eseridir. Bu makalede, Eserin yazilimin-
dan sonralki bilimsel maceras: ve baz 6zellikleri tasvir edi-
lip bu baglamda Kazak Tiirkgesine gevirisi duyurulmugtur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ebu Hayyan, Li-lisan al-Atrak,
Memliuk, Kipgak, Kazak, Tiirkge.

Tarih¢ilere gore; Kazak halki, Kipgak grubuna giren birgok taifclerin, devrin
sosyal, siyasi ve toplumsal sebeplerle, Aliay daglarindan Kuzey Afiika'ya, Ural
Daglarindan Hindistan’a kadar genis topraklara yayilarak hayatlann siirdiirmis of-
malaridir, Kipgaklar grubuna giren birgok taifeler yakin ve uzak komgulari tarafin-
dan degisik isimlerle amlmuglardi. Kumanlar, Polofisilar, Kipgaklar gibi. Bazen de
cografi yerlesimlerine gore, Srnegin Bityitk Mogol {mparatorlugunda “Mogol Kip-
caklarr” adiyla antlmiglardir. Bunlar arasinda giiniimiiz Misir ve Suriye topraklarina
degisik yollarla ulagan Kipeaklarn bir grubu séz konusudur. Onlann Tirkoloji lite-
" ratirtiudeki adi Memluk Kipgaklari’dir. Memluk Kipgaklar'nin tarihi gecmiglerini

dprenmede kullanilan énemli kaynaklarin baginda Orta Asir yazma eserleri gelmek-
. .. . tedir. Bu yazma eserlerin arasinda Ebu Hayyan’m “Kifab al-Idrak Li-lisan al Atrak”
Tiirk Dinyasi Tarih Dergisti, ayda bir yazma eseti ozellikle dikkat gekicidir. Bu eserin yaziliy sebebi o donem, Memiuk

Turk D nyasit Ara§t:rmalar| Dergisi, iki ayda K_xpc';akla_r:pm ?dl gegen cografyad.aki et!cileri olmur?tur. Mem}uk Kipcaklart dénem
bir yayml anir bilginlerinin dilleriyle ve kiiltiirleriyle dikkat ¢ekmiglerdir. Bineanaleyh, Tiirkolog-

Adres: Kemalpagsa mah. Bukahdede Sok. No: 4 Saraghane-istanbul
Tel- 0212-511 10 06- 511 18 33 -Belgegecger: 0212-520 53 63

st omelmaott IATIARAT THITAN OTO
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5. Brings about satisfaction, devoid of irritation, surpassing the Alfiya of
Ibn Muti,

6. Who is entitled to praise because of being a precursor, and deserves that
I praise him warmly. )

7. May God bestow copious gifts on me and on him, according to the
degrees of merit, in after life!

ABU HAYYAN [Atir ad-din Muhammad ibn Yiasuf ibn ‘All ibn Yiasuf ibn
Hayyan al-Garnati al-Andalusi], of Berber origin, was born in Granada at the
end of Bawwal 654/November 1256. He became famous mainly as a grammarian
and a commentator on the Qurian and the gird’at, but also wrote excellent poetry,
including muwasiahdt, which testify to his great versatility and penetrating
wisdom. Wiistenfeld, and especially the late Lucien Bouvat published detailed
biographical data about this remarkable son of Granada, and more specifically
of the barrio called Matahiara3, in Revue Hispanique, Vol. X.

He studied between 670/1271-72 and 679/1280-81 at Granada, Vélez-Malaga
and Almeria. Because of a disagreement with his teacher Ibn az-Zubair he left
Spain and went to Ceuta, then to Bigaya, Tunis and Alexandria, Cairo, as far as
Ethiopia. Then he went on the pilgrimage to Mekka via Giddah, visited Syria
and returned to Cairo, where he became lecturer on the fadit in the Manstriya
school. Originally a Zahiri, he became the follower of the 8afii school, mainly
under the influence of his teacher Ibn an-Nahhis. Bouvat gives a list of Abt
Hayyan’s sixty-six works, and detailed information on the nine of them which
are extant. Abfi Hayyin was a remarkable linguist: wrote a grammar of the
Turkish language, the first known; also one of the Persian language and began a
treatise on the Ethiopian language.

Like most of the Andalusians he confounded the sounds ¢ and 3, as well as
I and ¢ in pronunciation. Being of a peaceful disposition he never was known
to have become angry. His daughter Nudar (pure gold) inherited her father’s
gifts for scholarship in a much greater measure than his son Hayyan. Unfor-
tunately, she died in Gumada II 739/December, 1338, and Ab@ Hayyan was
permitted to have her buried in the garden of his house. To console himself
for the loss he wrote an essay describing Nudar’s talents and virtues. He sur-
vived her only six years: died on Saturday, 28 Safar 745/July 11, 1344.

In Anal., I, pp. 823-861 there is a long tarjama of which Dugat gives an
extract on pp. lvi-lvii. The following six distichs show Aba Hayyéan in different
moods and attitudes:

Reported by Ibn Marziq:

1. My foes have done me a favor, gave me a boon:

May the Merciful not deprive me of enemies!—

9. They searched out my defects, and I got rid of them;
They tried to outdo me, and T achieved glory!

A playful distich (mudd‘aba):

..

Thé Granada Period 359

1. Ifell in love with one whose face is dark:
The only white therein are his teeth, like pearls;

2. Out of the pupil’s darkness his Creator shaped him,
So all eyes are fixing on him their glances!

About a fool who put on a woolen dress and was proud of it:

1. Oh you, who clothe yourself in pretty wool,
Yet are devoid of all good sense and merit:

2. Will you be proud of wool that yesterday
Was on a sheep, and today is on a he-goat?

The great traveller ITbn Gabir al-Wadi-A$1 quotes:

1. My hopes which death will end I do cut short;
However long I may live, I'm sure to die:
2. My proud soul wants to keep its youthfulness,
' My right hand has spent all T once did own!

Abﬁ Hayyan was reputed to be very thrifty and preferred to be known as
parsimonious, whereas others like to be known as generous spenders. He claimed
that in Egypt a poor man could live on four fals! a day, of which two would go
for his lodging, one for raisins (zabib) and one for a pitcher of water. To change
the diet, one could the next day buy a lemon and eat bread with it (ydkul bihi

i, al-bubz) .

1. For you to get a fals that fell into my net -
Is like hoping for fruit.from a sterile ground:

2. Shall I take pains in earning it, then waste it?
Then I'd be exchanging good health for illness!

: 011 the theme of poderoso caballero es Don Dinero, familiar to the students
of Juan Ruiz and Quevedo:

1. An intercessor came, whom no one ecan repel:
White coins of silver, the best salve for all wounds!

2. They can make hard things as easy as can be,
And will fulfill your wishes while you're asleep!

In Anal., I, p. 832, there are verses describing a handsome sailor and a blind
man. On pp. 839-841 we find two muwaddahas, of five strophes each, with a
similar rhyme scheme:

‘Adili f2 "l-ahyafi “l-anast

Law ra’é-hu °l-dna, qad ‘adard!

Raja’un gad z&nahu T-hawaru

Gusunun min fawgihi ‘l-qamaru

Qamarun min sahbihi *8-8a‘aru

Tugarun fi fihi am duraru?

Hala bayna *d-durrt weal-la‘ast

Hamratun man dakahd sakird!
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in his palace for scientists and scholars where they could ply their in-
terests in strict privacy. ‘Adud al-Dawla was a charismatic figure. He
saw himself as one ‘‘who transcended mankind, the king of kings, over-
comer of fate.”” His historical ideals were borrowed from Graeco-Persian
antiquity—from Alexander the Great (refracted through the prism of the
Persian tradition) and Bahram Giir (his putative ancestor). His title
“king of kings”” was a throwback to Sdsdnian royal titulary. In his far-
flung and ambitious conquests, his restoration of cultivation and urban
building, his fostering of the arts and sciences, and his striving to per-
sonify the ‘“just ruler,”’ he was no doubt consciously patterning himself
after these ancient models of royalty. Sijistanl considered him a

soteriological figure.

1. Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi: The Secretary

Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidi, or to give him his full name, ¢Alib. Muham-
mad b. al-‘Abbds Abd Hayyan al-Tawhidi, was born between 310/922
and 320/932 to a family of modest means.” His father, or one of his
ancestors, was allegedly a date vendor, whence the name al-Tawhidi
(from a kind of date called tawhid). His birthplace is variously given as
either Nishapir, Shiraz, Wasit, or Baghdad. His principal teachers were
Abi Sa‘id al-Sirafi and Ali b. ‘Isd al-Rummani in linguistic sciences, the
Shafii scholars Abid Hamid al-Marwarriidhi and Abu Bakr al-Shafii® in

7 For general orientation, see S. M. Stern, *‘Abn Hayyan al-Tawhidi,”’ EI, 1, 126-27;
Brockelmann, GAL, 1, 283; GALS, 1, 435-36; 1. Keilani, Abu Hapyan at-Tawhids; essayiste
arabe du IVF 5. de I’Heégire (X's.): Z. Mahjoub, “'Abu Hayyan at-Tawhidi, un rationaliste
original,”’ in Revue de I’Institut des Belles Leitres Arabes, 27 (1964): 317-44; and ‘Abd al-
Razzaq Muhyi al-Din, A#i Hayyin al- Tawhidf; siratuhi wa-dthdruhiz. The contributions of
D. S. Margoliouth, especially his article on Abtd Hayyan al-Tawhidi in EI' and his
“‘Some Extracts from the Kitdb al-imtd® wal-mu’dnasa of Abia Hayyan Tawhidi,”’ Islamica, 2
(1926): 380-90, may still be consulted with profit. Other works on Aba Hayyan al-
Tawhidi (bearing his name as their title) are by lhsdn ¢Abbas (Beirut 1956); Ahmad
Muhammad al-Hafi, 2nd ed. (Cairo 1964), and Ibrahim Zakariyya® (Cairo 1964). Ar-
ticles on works of Tawhidi, including editions and translations of texts, contain informa-
tion on him and on his contemporaries; see especially Cl. Audebert, ‘‘La Rislat al-Hayat
d’Abd Hayyan al-Tawhidi,”” BEQ, 18 (1964): 147-95; M. Bergé, “‘Une anthologie sur
V'amitié d’Abd Hayydn al-Tawhidi,”” BEO, 16 (1961): 15-59; idem, *‘Epitre sur les
sciences d’Aba Hayyan al-Tawhidi,”” BEO, 18 (1964): 241-98; idem, ¢ Structure et
signification du Kitab al-basa’ir wal-dahd’r d’ AbG Hayyan al-Tawhidi (m. 414/1022),” An-
nales Islamologiques, 10 (1972): 53-62; idem, ‘‘Genése et fortune du Kitab al-Imta® wal-
mu’dnasa d’AbG Hayyan al-Tawhidi (m. en 414/1023),”” BEO, 25 (1972): 97-104; and
K. A. Farig, “‘Abu Hayyan at-Tauhidi and his kitabul Mugabasat,”” IG, 28 (1954): 372-88.
See also introductions to Tawhidi’s published works. I obtained access to M. Bergé, Pour
un humanisme vécu; Abiz Hayyan al- Tawhidi (Damascus 1979), after this chapter was written.
Bergé’s book incorporates, inter alia, his studies noted above. See also A. A. al-A‘asam,
Abi Hayyan al- Tawhidi fi Kitab al-muqabasat (Beirut 1980).

8 Keilani, pp. 24-25. Keilani mentions Aba Bakr al-Shashi as one of Tawhidi's
teachers belonging to the Shafi’7 school. He is Abd Bakr M. b. ‘Al al-Shashi al-Qaffal, a
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rel.igious sciences, and Yahya b. ‘Adi and Aba Sulayman al-Sijistani in
philosophy. Of lesser importance for his formation were the jﬁdge Abu
I-Faraj al-Mu‘afa b. Zakariyya, the preacher Abu I-Husayn b. Sam%n
and the Sufi Aba Muhammad Ja‘far al-Khuldi.® 7

. Tawhidi was a professional scribe, secretary, and courtier. His profes-
stional calling and his innate intellectual curiosity spurred him to ac-
cumulate encyclopaedic knowledge, though the charge of dilettantism
that was levelled against him may be justified. ' Enjoying enirée into the
philosophical circles and literary salons of the day, Tawhidi was a
r?lentless source of information and gossip. He assiduously récorded the
views and comments of learned men, partly out of ambition to preserve
k?owledge from oblivion, and partly to feed the esurient curiosity of
viziers. 'The vizier Ibn Sa‘dan plies him with questions about per-
sonalities and opinions, and Tawhidi, usually displaying a tantalizing
coyness; ﬁnal}y yields to the prodding and tells all. His usefulness to pro-
minent men was due no doubt to his knowledge of what was happening in
intellectual cigfcles and his access to information of political value. He was
usually entertaining as well.

Tawhidi was a difficult person. He had a scurrilous tongue and tended
to find fault with everyone he met, especially the highly placed and well-
off. This character flaw was pointed out to him and ungrudgingly
acknowledged.!! While his torrent of derision should not be taken at face
value, he cannot be dismissed as a biased crank either. The times were
out of joint, and the personalities, especially of the great and would-be
g'reat, were terribly flawed. What makes Tawhidi suspect as a reporter is
his onesidedness, his chronic pessimism. Still, there were certain figures
he igenuinely estcemed—nhis teachers al-Sirafi, al-Marwarriadhi, Ibn
‘Adi, and Sijistani, for example—and despite disappointment at his
hands, he had only kind words for the vizier Ibn Sadin. The list of his
enemies and the hapless targets of his scorn is far longer, and includes

Shafi<q jurist, p.upil of al-Tabari, who died in 365/976; Sezgin, GAS, I, 497-98. He was the
author of the riposte (o the threatening letter by Nicephorus Phocas to the caliph al-Mui¢
(see above, P. 95'). Cf. al-Subki Tuabagat al-shafiypa, ed. M. M. al-Tanahi and ‘A. M.
al~Hul§~ (Cairo 1383-86/1964-67), V, 286, where the text reads Abd Bakr al-ShafSi. and
the e:illt?r declares an alternate reading, al-Shashi, incorrect, maintaining thatyAbﬁ
Hayyan s( teachfr_was.Abﬁ Bakr Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah al-Shafit (d. 354/965). Ibn
Haj_ar al- Asqal_am_, Lmin. al-mizin (Beirut 1390/1971), VII, 39, also gives the name as
;—\\]/Jugga};%z]-s\?ag;g On him, see Sezgin, GAS, 1, 191; al-Subki, Tabagat, 11, 256; 111, 301;
, 92,256 V, 233, V, 510; and al-Dhahabi, a/-Tbar, ed. S. al-Munajjid and F. Sayyid
(Kuwayt 196059 11 501, a ar, ed. S. al-Munajjid and F. Sayyid
® Abi Mubammad Ja“far al-Khuldi, a pupil of al-Junayd and Abu I-H : art
died in 348/959; Sezgin, GAS, I, 661. PP Junay sy ak o
1 Yaqat, Irshad, V, 380.
' Yaqit, loc. cit., and 382; Bosworth, The Mediaeval Islamic Underworld, p. 58.
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ABSTRACTA IRANICA, XXVI, 2003 TEHERAN, pp. S“L‘

5. - DAFTARY, Farhad & MERI, Josef W. (eds.). Culture and Memory in
- Medieval Islam. Essays in Honour of Wilferd Madelung. London, 1.B. Tauris, in
as;ociation with the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 2003, 464 p., fig., bibliogr., index.

Rassemble en trois parties 17 articles sur le théme de la . mémoire, de la mémorisation ou .
de la commémoration, précédés d une bibliographie de I'euvre de Wilferd Madelung (pp. 8-
40).

1 The Transmission of Knowledge : G. Makdisi, « Univessities, Past and Present» :
compare le développement des institutions d’enseignement :supérieur en Orient et en
Occident ; S. Schmidtke, « The ijaza from ‘Abd Alldh b, Salih al-Samihiji to Nésir al-Jarddi
al-Qatifi: A Source for the Twelver Shi’i Scholarly Tradition of Bahrayn»;
Martin J. McDemnott, « Abu’l-Husayn al-Basri on God’s Volition » : I’A. traite ce point 2
travers les ouvrages de deux de ses disciples, Je mu’tazilite al-Malahimi al-H" arazmi
(m. 1141) et’le shi’ite imamite Sadid al-Din al-Himmasi al-Rizi (n. 1204); A.J. Newman,

~« Between Qumm and the West: The Occultation According to al-Kulayni and al-Kitib al-
No'mani » : alors que Kulayni puise chez les traditionnistes de Qumm, le recueil d’al-
Nu'mani reflete ’effort de Ja comniunanté shi’ite extérieure pour rassembler d’auvtres hadif;
E. Savage-Smith, « Memory and Maps » (cf. cr. n° 207); Wadad al-Qadi, « Abu Hayyan al-
Tawhidi: A Sunni Voice in the Shi’i Century » : des passages d’Abid Hayyin al-Tawhidi,
cités ou paraphmsés par I'A., montrent V’ascendance du shi’isme dans les cercles lettrés de
Reyy et Bagdad auw 10° s. (exemples de controverses sur des points d’histoire et de
théologie) mais aussi en milien plus populaire (anecdotes vécues) et fonrnissent un
témoignage sur le climat socio-cnlurel de I"époque par un sumnite mavré et irmité de
constater I’influence des admirateurs fanatiques d’AlL /

I Memorializing, Remembering and-Forgetting : E. L. Daniel, « Bal’ami’s Account of
Early Islamic History » : I'A. met en évidence la valeur historiographique du texte de',
Bal'ami, démille plusieurs passages significatifs oi il différe de Tabari, en particulier sur la
question de la chronologie, et rappelle que Balami s’oppose a la vision implicite d’une fin
dua monde imminente ; J. N. Bell, « ‘Say it Again and Make Me Your Slaye’: Notes on al- %
Daylamd’s Seventh Sign of Man’s Love for God » : parmi les dix signes de Pamour de =
I’homme pour Dien énumérés par “All b. Mubammad al-Daylami (10° s, éléve d’Ibn Hafif),
le septidme est le plaisir ressenti par le mystique lorsqu’il est appelé par quelqu’nn d’autre &'

" se souvenir du Bien-aimé. Daylami commente cette éape e citant demx hadit évoquant I'un
- Abraham, I'avtre le Prophete. L’A. montre le parti qua su tirer Daylami de ces deux
histoires, et la Tagon dont elles sont présentées et interprétées par d’autres auieurs ; J. Bray,
« Lists ahd Memory: Ton Quiayba and Muhammad b. Habib » D. J. Wasserstein, « AA I o.nah
Theme in the Biography of Ibn Timart » ; A, Amanat, « Meadow of the Martyrs: Kasil;ﬁs
%}( ) Persianization of the Shi’i Martyrdom Narrative in the Late Timfirid Herat ». X
0 afty 1L Commemorating Rulers, Dynasties and Conguests : M.L.Bates, «Khurdsanf

S "\ Revolutionaries and al-Mahdt’s Tide » (cf. cr. n° 184); L. Treadwell, « Shihdnshih and al-
f:\)' - uh§’- Malik al-Mu’ayyad : The Legitimation of Power in Saménid and Biiyid Iran» (cf. cx
4y ,\\S?j " n°214): L K. Poonawala, « The Begining of the Ismaili Da’wa and the Establishment of the
=l U\"AX Fatimid Dynasty as Commemorated by al-Qadi al-Nu'mén » ; P.E. Walker, «Purloined
( Wi b" Symbols of the Past: The Theft of Souvenirs in the Rivalry between the Abbasids and
2P Q‘; - Fatimids » : S. A. Arjomand, « Conceptions of Authority and the Transﬁion-of Shi’ism fmm
TN Sectarian to National Religion in Iran» ; P. Smoor, « ‘Uméra’s Poetical Views of Shiwar,
: Dirghfim, Shirkith and Salah al-Din as Viziers of the.Fatimid Caliphs ». M.G.

bt



Abstracta Iranica, vol. 29, 2006 Teheran, pp. 7 =

329. LAGRA,NGE, Frédéric. « L’obscénjté E}q vizir ». Arabica, 53 (1), 2006,

- L Lgeag e ol ks :

pp. 34107 Zo &m0 YN bniid-dmid £l fard
*Ahlaq al-wazirayn est I'un des textes les plus féroces de la littérature arabé
- classique. Son anteur, Abll Hayyan Tawlidf, y régle ses compies avec les deux vizirs
biiyides Ibn ‘Amid et Sahib Ibn Abbad, réservant toute sa hargne pour le second.
Frédéric Lagrange, professeur d’arabe 2 12 Sorbonne, connait bien ce texte pour en avoir
donné récemment une remarquable traduction frangaise (La satire des dewx vizirs, Paris,

Actes Sud/Sindbad, 2004). Dans cet article, basé sur une communication présentée au -
colloque “Crossing Paths of Middle Eastern and Sexuality Studies” (Harvard, 2003),
Lagrange analyse un aspect fondamental de Ia “stratégie de déconsidération” contre
Sahib : T'accusation d’obscénité (sulf), qui éclipse .toutes ses auires tares (ignorance,
- pédanterie, jalousie, fanatisme, fourberie, avarice). L article est articulé en trois parties.
La premiére partie (pp. 59-73) présente les intervenants, 3 savoir Tawhidi et Sahib Tbn
‘Abbad. L’ A, rappelle Tes circonstances de 1a rédaction et les enjeux du livre, et compare
ce que I'on sait du vizir avec I'image qu’en donne Tawhidi. I conclut que rien ne laisse
penser que du point de Ia vue de la morale, Ia conduite de Sahib n’ait pas ét€ dans la
norme (ce qui ne veut pas dire qu’elle était acceptable du strict point de vue de la Loi
sacrée) « « Tout 1'art de Tawhidy consjstera donc 3 faire passer ume banalité pour une
scandaleuse exception » (p. 73). Dans une seconde partie (pp. 73-83), Lagrange montre
que 1obscénité avait sa place dans la satire (maralib) et dans le cadre ritualisé du mujin
(discours libertin). Les insultes, méme & caractére « ho'mo-érotique », étaient courantes.
Cependant, dans la mesure oft le discours obscéne attéint dans I'Ahlag al-wazirayn un
niveau inégalé, Tawhidi doit faire attention 3 ne pas préter le flanc & la critigue
(Lagrange parle d’un « dispositif de sécurité »). II se proege de deux fagons : d'une
part, en évoquant son devoir de parole (la saire est condamnable, mai§ se taire serait
pire encore) ; d’autre part en prenant soin de ne pas jamais apparaitre lui-méme comme
1*autenr du discours obscéne. Ce dernier aspect est développé en détail dans la troisidme
partie {pp. 83-96), qui expose la stratégie de Tawhidi. L’A. distingue trois phases du
discours obscéne dans I’Ajldg al-wazirayn. Premigre phage, la mise en exergue d’épltre
au ton volontiers ordurier- (dont 1'une de son maitre Jahiz) : ces textes (traduits en
appendice pp. 101-7) préparent lg, lecteur & entendre un discours semblable sur Ton
‘Abbad. Deuxizme phase, les obscénités racontées par Sihib lui-méme, dont {"attitude
ridicule pe sied pas au hilm (longanimité) du souverain. Troisieme phase, la mise en
scéne de témoins de Sahib, qui rapportent des anecdotes salaces. Un article passionnant
et brillant sur un aspect majeur, et souvent occulté, de la littérature classique. D.D.-G.
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|{7 Claude Gilliot, “Textes Arabes Anciens Edités en Egypte au Q_nqs
Des Années 2002-20047, MIDEO: Mélanges Institut Dominicain
d'Etudes Orientales du Caire, vol. XXVII, 2008 Cairo, pp. 234 -2 ;D998

40. ABU HAYYAN AL-TAWHIDI (‘Alf b. M. b. al-‘Abbis al-Baghdadr al-ShafiT al-Sifi
[Shirizi wa gila Nisabitri al-asl ), al-Imid” wa al-mudnasa, I, éd. A. Amin er A. al-
Zayn, Introd. de A. Amin, Avant-propos ‘Abd al-Hakim Ridi, Le Caire, al-Hay’at al-
‘amma li-qusiir al-thaqifa («al- Dhakha i, 83) 2002 (1939—44 19531) 16x23 cm.
(4)+20+247+2384255 p. £ : '

Pour AHT,, m. 414/1023, v MIDEO, 25-6, n° 43 (notre longue notice bio-bibliogra-
phique), 44-6; Ibn Khallikan, v, 112-3; Yaqic, Udabd) V, 1923-46, n° 820; San, XVII,
119-23, qui le nomme: al-d@ll al-mulhid. U fur 'un des éléves de Rummani dont il it
la louange dans le livre qu'il écrivit 2 la gloire (t2gr7z) d'al-Jahiz (selon Ibn al-Jawzi, in
San, XVII, 120); Subki, Tabagdr, v, 286-90, n° 510, qui prend, dans une certaine me-
sure sa défense, contre les accusations de Dhahabi, son mafrre.

Pour Pouvrage: GAL, §1, 436; G4S, 111, 379. Composée entre 374/984 et 375/98s,
P'ceuvre, 4 la fois litréraire et philosophique, est dédiée au savant mathématicien Abi
al-WafZ, ancien ami et protecteur de AHT. Elle se présente comme une séric de
compre-rendus des soirdes (40 lzyle) intellectuelles que AHT. partageaient avec le vi-
zir al-‘Arid Ibn Sa'dan et d’autres invités de certe sorte de majalis dont Abit al-Wafs’
devint jaloux.

Réimpr. utile en un seul volume de '4d. parue au Caire, Lajnat al-talif wa al-
tarjﬁma wa al-nashr, 1939 (val. 1), 1942 (vol. 2), 1944 (vol. 3).
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%* oY g ‘ al-Tawhidi. Bullerin d'Etudes Orientales, 60 /2011
vancis sl (2012) pp.123-144:319-320. [t abstracts in
o B4 3¢y French, English & Arabic |

MADDE YAY#MLAND!KTAN
SONRA GELEN DOKaN



5 ofualall Jiluh ?)\s: daa Lo aallae Qﬁ_\s 4.4}:’.&
.4.51.@_1{;:;\91985 ?bmfﬁﬂ) Jlémuﬁﬂ.&ﬂﬁ u.d’ o)y sl
ISAM KTP 88569 . (521l Aasla) 11999 — 1418 5_plal ,1997 4 i

Ju..u-* o &uﬂ"‘"-*-."‘- (]
Bl-Wmaaen SR L »
et \\VA.uﬂmM;dengawlul‘,ﬂ!‘Llj{, o~

YAY . C ale—. Gy T



3‘ il all e Jals ,?j.C« daaf La Craallde il M’.ﬁ
Gl A 5 1985 ale M aglel o A8 B cudig ) ol gy
ISAMRTP 88569 . (5_alall daals) 11999 ~ 1418 5_28l ,1997 i

iy bidiBa Jazes gJJM dand [Af.‘\]
E";{&/%@—Mgegﬁqﬂé PP el |

Tulys © plm ¥ el LS| S e gl gl

- 0_” TEN = .\\A\ ‘ ua.”_)d d”.lec Q‘)u! H &e.ta.u

Yol : e _)_u.m..sLl o

S




o fwalal) e e deaf g um.,dﬂm e el
m@-:unjlgssemu?yj S Al A s Ay o gyl
ISAMRTP 88569 . (5_alall dzds) 11999 — 1418 §_aldll ,1997 BUBE:

[N

T

hwiu‘,mg,u(mbd GJ.\;JJ!ULL\TY.L&U_);J]
sl sy~ pa ¥ = \\A\_.Wwwldﬂzul‘,ﬂ!

‘fw},gwkw s g b K’@/W& Mlmm]m [.ﬂtv}

AYY




§ e Fow )
!yzi;/ﬁ “ /[’//;d gft' {ff’(;g A P [ r.ié%%, ffm

@@ﬁ\gwsiwww|§d‘
Y SYege (VAT Mg AP XN TSR E I LA
Lt LR e O

&5

b

tu_aL’:L.”wamylrledmlﬂwH(gLuﬂlel%s
ISAM KTP 070928 V6 WVad dawlowdl sdalay!”



‘°J=“":‘a¢‘“i)@‘::;¢fi;§\:a§4.;;}¢—nqg

o P s (o o o L
:(\)wm\@,ﬁbﬁ}mﬁw"

e-L.-.n_o w)bu ‘;0 u.l.n.“ _s)}U)) 4 5 ch»;;\ \;L;l

‘ Do 0L B oty 0

i:.; OJJLJJ.»TL«;.L; caa,;\);.L,Aj»)

5 ol oy b tlyf 0 S T,
. (9] ..
e ot g ol Gl PMLE Gy Ll L
,)L."-“‘ Ebi) Ll ags e g g’ i@”}} )
~3L§J~U\¢»§Jﬂ)‘

& ot U gl el 5w

et e Wl A p e o A il
A Wi By by gy e s ol ead oy
ﬁlg_,fw\.g:»fg:”m)Y‘frdb@iswj

e A g QLR A iy (V)

[ - l—!
.:A.V,/,L,;"z/ B \,FLH(L;J_.U kfw'J»QAuJ‘EQJMWm‘MlPIuAJJ LG_“J

P / Lol
.\_J_)L_LJ\I_J‘).A ;_;L:\”J}A_;_a )#AJ.&A.A‘O_LAAJonHJ/,/)AYUAJM/JM
" |SAM Ktp. 61756, 474 e AR S 0 )VEYA g




Ebu W;mﬁ/@ﬂ 27 oo
$0/6 35

\LWWW |, Eedid, 2io- 272

g D : \O) ap Pl Lo
MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN

SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN (Yo0)
: 4
0 6 ez 21 g A7y |
& -
(£V¢)
WUKJ@”M&):M)JJW¢LSM)J‘ L)”\?L)’L}p

Jacall Sl il 3o 1556 5 uj,.uijg d1 she GLaL oyl
d\wWﬁu‘HuL’fb 21 JGs . e Yy
Ll Ly o 6y« cagoimshl I 4l 55 ol 2 € am st
3y sl oty i ol s oL ool sl Jals i
Los o wl) gpd) oo QUL sl sl 3 s ol ol S5 s
ol 3 mlE 6 s e 5l ol Sl n O ey« Lo sl
REAY DI JY-FRCA PR B Ve wggpgxucq‘ i, il

ol @l gl el il ¢ gty GUSMly Bl 2
UL__A,,L;\J@.\_&J 6% 09 T - Y1) Sl o s ¢ UasL_J\JL
2 i Gl il e gl e il o L iy ¢ il
- O gl

jbu\&“wugdbwbuguuyb din
dﬂ.‘j ¢ BN Cooly ¢ LoV G gedsy isgall b 5ed &LVL;PLMJ
5 ¢ Y @) Lol o8 ¢ bl oLl ¢ catidl A2y ¢ oSO ol
Ll M ey Lhais ¢ wﬁdrww‘ﬂ‘ ‘L*?Ub\&% ihs,
sdey . |l i 08 asly ¢ Atdly ol g OF sl 43 JG, . &1L
- U e sl OL‘;—J’L}L_S——‘J\

- Ty



| al-Tawhidi, Abd Hayyan

Emny J. CoTTRELL

Department for Religious Studies
Leiden University

Leiden

The Netherlands

Abstract

‘Ali b. Muhammad b. al-‘Abbas al-Tawhidi (Abi Hayyan),
an essayist and a stylist, was one of the main witnesses of
the intellectual activity of eleventh-century Baghdad and
Rayy during the Buyid period. He was one of the most
talented prose-writers in the history of Arabic literature
and worked as an erudite courtier and a copyist in the
main intellectual circles of his time (Aba al-Fadl ibn al-
‘Amid, Ibn ‘Abbad, Ibn Sa‘dan). He was close to the phi-
losopher Abii Sulayman al-Sijistani. ‘

There is no agreement on the birthplace of al-Tawhidi,
and nowhere is an exact date given for his birth. From
a remark he makes on his being close to 90 years old in his
Epistle to the Qadi Abiz Sahl, written in 400/1008, it has
been determined that he was born between 310/922 and
320/932, but according to al-Shaliji (introduction to
al-Tawhidi, al-Risila al-Bagdadiyya [The Baghdad. Epis-
tle]), the phrase “ninety and so” should be corrected into
“seventy and so” and his birthdate should be put around
320-330/932-941. Although the biographers do not show
any agreement on his birthplace (given as Wasit, Shiraz,
or Nishapur), he seems to have been raised in Baghdad,
if we are to follow the Risala al-Bagdadiyya, where he
demonstrates his perfect intimacy with the most collo-
quial vocabulary of this city. The Risala al-Bagdadiyya
has been neglected by contemporary researchers though
it is expressly attributed to al-Tawhidi by Yaqut, as noted
by Muhyi al-Din (1949). The Risala has been recently
reedited by ‘Abbitid al-Shaliji, who brings several parallels
between the text and other works of al-Tawhidi,
confirming his authorship (see al-Tawhidi, al-Risala al-
Bagdadiyya, introd. pp 9-10).

Some classical writers like Yaqat would like to see in al-
Tawhidi a Persian, but this should be excluded as Tawhidi
himself claims that he could not understand Persian, when
it was used once in a majlis (learned meeting) by Ibn
‘Abbad (see Bergé 1990:115-116, quoting Akhlag, 306
and Imta; I, 77). Neverthless, it seems he died in the
Iranian city of Shiraz, which was famous for its Sufi con-
gregations and shrines and where he seems to have spent
the last part of his life, maybe in the entourage of the vizier
in Shiraz of Samsim al-Dawla, Abt 1-Qésim al-Mudliji
(vizier in 382-383/992-993), for whom he composed the
lost Muhadarat wa-l-mundazarat (Lessons and Disputes)
(extracts in Yaqat, listed by S. M. Stern, EI%, p. 127a).

Abn Hayyan al-Tawhidi received a traditional educa-
tion in the classical fields of grammar, theology, and
Islamic jurisprudence. He studied theology with the
ShafiT scholars Abt Hamid al-Marwarrudhi (m. 362/
972) and Abd Bakr al-Shashi (d. 365/975), and grammar
and logics with the Mu'tazilite grammarian Abti Sa‘id
al-$irafi ibn al-Marzuban (d. 367/977), a disciple of
al-Jubba'i, and ‘Ali ibn ‘Tsa al-Rummini (d. 384/994),
who was also a well-versed mutakallim. In Sufism,
al-Tawhidi was a disciple of the Baghdad master Aba
Ja'far al-Khuldi (d. 348/959), who had been initiated by
the famous Sufi al-Junayd (see Ibn al-Nadim, al-Fihrist,
p. 183). One of al-Tawhidi’s preserved works, the Isharit
al-lahiyya (The Divine Hints), a collection of personal
prayers (du%t) and lamentations: that still awaits to be
studied, shows his genuine Sufi leaning.

Al-Tawhidi moved to different cities and was in Mecca
(353/964), then settled in Rayy at the court of Abii al-Fadl
ibn al-‘Amid (d. 360/970) the vizier of the Buyid prince
‘Adud al-Dawla. He returned to Baghdad after the death of
his patron and attended there a lecture by Yahyi ibn ‘Adiin
361/971. He was not able to secure the protection of Aba
I-Fadl’s son, AbG 1-Fath ibn al-‘Amid, who succeded his
father and remained vizier for only two years before being
killed, Al-Tawhidi endured from 367/977 the patronage of
Abi al-Fatls successor, the former secretary Ibn ‘Abbad,
as he bitterly complained later on in his Akhldg (or
Dhamm, or Mathalib) al-wazirayn (The Manners of the
Tiwo Viziers). Ibn ‘Abbad, who had been given the vizierate
of Mu'ayyid al-Dawla, is portrayed in detail as a parvenu

Henrik Lagerlund (ed.), Encyclopedia of Medieval Philosophy, DOI 10.1007/978-1-4020-9729-4,

© Springer Science+Business Media B.V,, 2011

ISAM DN. 224450.

Encyclopedia of Medieval Philosophy: Philosophy Between
500 and 1500, edit. Henrik Lagerlonud, vol. I, London 2011.
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Die Integration philosophischer Traditionen in der islamischen Gesellschaft 185

al-“Amiri von der engen Beziehung, in der Religion und Philosophie zueinander
stehen, iiberzeugt: So erkldrt er, dass das Licht des Intellektes nur dann der Seele
helfen kann, die obere Welt zu erreichen, wenn auch das Licht der Religion und
das Licht der Weisheit bzw. Philosophie mitwirken (Amad [*733: 140]; vgl. auch
Rowson 1988 [*227: 300]).

Eine Entsprechung zwischen philosophischer und religiéser Terminologie her-
zustellen, ist al-‘Amiri im (Kitab al-Fusiil fi I-Ma‘alim al-ilahiyyas bemiiht: Fiir den
universalen Intellekt, die universalen Formen, die universale Seele und die Sphire
der Sphidren setzt er die koranischen Begriffe Feder (galam), Befehl (amr), Tafel
(lauh) und Thron (‘ers) (Fustl [*126: 84]; Wakelnig 2006 [*231: 158-162). Im
Kitab al-Amad ‘ald l-abad> fligt er zu dieser Reihe noch den Thronschemel (kursi)
als Entsprechung zur Sphire des Tierkreises hinzu (Amad [*/33: 144]; Wakelnig
2006 [*231: 168-170D).

3. DIE INTEGRATION PHILOSOPHISCHER TRADITIONEN
. INDER ISLAMISCHEN GESELLSCHAFT DES 4./10. JAHRHUNDERTS:
AT-TAUHIDI UND AS-SIGISTANI

Gerhard Endress

1. Primirliteratur. — 2. Das Leben at-Tauhidt's und das geistige Milieu des 4./10. Jahrhunderts in Bagdad
und Westiran. — 3. Werke: at-Tauhidi ais Berichterstatter der zeitgendssischen Philosophie. — 4. Das Leben
as-Sigistdni’s. — 5. Die Werke as-Sigistani's. — 6. Die Lehren as-Sifiistini’s im Spiegel der Darstellung at-
Tauhidi’s.

1. PRIMARLITERATUR

Zeugnisse zur Zeitgeschichte, besonders Leben und Werk at-Tanhidi™s [*/5/-*164]. - Werke at-Tauhidi’s
[*171-%187]. — Zeugnisse zu Leben und Werk as-Sigistinl’s [*207-*20¢]. ~ Ausgaben der Werke as-
Sigistani’s [*2/5-*216].

o

Zeugnisse zur Zeitgeschichte, besonders
Leben und Werk at-Tauhidl's

gest. 421710307 Taginb al-umam = The Eclipse
of the "Abbasid Caliphate, ed., translated, and
elucidated by Henry Frederic Amedroz, David
151 Tbn an-Nadim (Abi I-Farag Muhammad ibn Sarmuel Margolivuth, I-IV {III-1V = Continua-

Ishdq, gest. 380/990): Kitab al-Fihrist [verf.
377/988], ed. Gustav Fliigel, August Mdller,
Johannes Roediger, I-II (Leipzig 1871-1872).
ND Bairiit 1964, Frankfurt a.M. 2005. — Ed.
Rida Tagaddud (Tihran 1350 h.3/1971).

152 az-Zubaidl (Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, gest.

379/989). Tabaqadt an-nahwiyyin wa-l-luga-
wiyymn, ed. M. Abil I-Fadl Ibrahim (Misr 1973).

153 Miskawaih (Abd ‘Ali Ahmad ibo Muhammad,

tion of the Experiences of the nations by Abd
Shujd Ridhriward and Hildl ibn Mohassin]
(Oxford 1920-1921). — Arab. Text, ed. H. F.
Amedroz (al-Qibira 1332-1334/1914-1916).

154 Yaqis ibn "Abdallih (al-Hamawl ar-Rami al-

Bagdidi, gest. 6 229y Ir¥id al-arfb, ed
David Samuel Margoliouth: The Irshad al-arib
3 merifat al-adib or Dictionary of leamed
men of Yigit, VI (London 1923-1931). -




056 ST.GERMAIN, Mary, Abii Hayyan al-Tawhidl {ca.

 922-ca, 1014). Essays inArabic literary biography,
. 925-1350.Ed. Terri De Young and Mary St.Germain.
i diWiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2011, (Mizin: Studien zur

#  Literatur in der Islamischen Welt, 17/1),

pp. 348-356. Biographical & bibliographical essay.
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(154) Dorrit Cohn, Op. Cit, p 189.
(155) Ibid , p 191.
(156) F. La coste, Op. Cit, p 116.
(157) M. Robert kopp, “le roman une histoire” séance du lundi 19 décembre 2005, http://asmp fr/travaux/
communications/2005/kopp htm.
(158)M.Robert Kopp,
(159)Dorrit Cohn, Op.cit, p 35.
(160)Ibid, p 36.
(161) André Peyronie, Op. Cit, p 280.
(162)Dogrit Cohm, Op. Cit, p 176.
(163) Claudie Bernard, Op. Cit, p 300.
(164)F. La coste, Op. Cit, p 118.
(165) André Peyronie, Op. Cit, p 280.
(166)F. La coste, Op. Cit, p 113.
YWY Do il pae e 3isS Bk (VVY)
(168) Mohamed Bahi, Op. Cit, p 80. ’
(169)Amina Rachid, Op. Cit, p 25.
AV e ol e pe S0l skl (VV2)
Y Ge Bl e il falaalsE (AVN) 7 <
(172) M. Robert Kopp, Op. Cit. -
(173)F. La coste, Op. Cit,p 113.
(174)F. La coste, Op. Cit, pp 113-114.
(175)Ibid, p 114.
(176)Marta Cichocka, Op. Cit, p 103.
(177)Ibvid, p 100.
(178)Marta Cichocka, Op. Cit, pp 100-101.
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Prophets as Physicians of the Soul: A Dispute
About the Relationship Between Reason and
Revelation Reported by al-Tawhidr in his
Book of Delightful and Intimate Conversations
(Kitab al-Imta‘ wa-1-mu’anasa)

Frank GrirreL and Klaus HACHMEIER

In his Decisive Treatise (Fas! al-maqal), a text that makes the case for the legitimacy
of and need to study Aristotelian philosophy, Averroes (Ibn Rushd. d. 595/1198)
argues that prophets are healers of the soul just as physicians are healers of the body.
He writes:

The relationship (nisha) that the physician has with the health of the bodies is the

very same relationship that the legislator (shari ‘) has with the health of the souls

(al-anfus).1 mean that the physician is the one who aims at preserving the health of

the bodies, insofar as the bodies are healthy, and [he aims] at restoring health when

it has disappeared. The legislator aspires to this with regard to the human souls.

This latter [kind of] health is called “piety” (tagwa).!

The overall thrust of this argument is directed against the epistemological
assumption of some, such as al-Ghazali, who opposed the philosophical movement
(falsafa) in Islam and claimed that prophets bring in their revelations original
knowledge that cannot be obtained through other means, most prominently through
human reason .2 By comparing prophets to physicians, Averroes aimed at rejecting the
claim that the epistemic faculties of prophets are superior to those of philosophers.
He wished to limit the office of prophecy to a mere. practical benefit. Following

al-Farabt (d. 339/950-51) in his assumption that revelation (shar) is an imitation -

(muhakah) of philosophy that conveys a lower level of philosophical insight and
moral maxims to the ordinary people, Averroes regarded prophets as bringers of
great benefits to humankind. Yet he denied that their revelations convey knowledge

IeN RusHD (1959), Fasl al-magal wa-taqrir ma bayna al-shart‘a wa-l-hikma min al-ittisal, ed. HourANI
George F., Brill, Leiden, p. 35, 11-15. In the medieval Hebrew translation of the Fasl al-magal, the
last word, tagwa (“piety™), is represented by ha-hatslakhah ha-akharonah, meaning “well-being in the
afterlife,” a variant that may well have been in the original version of the text.

For al-Ghazali’s position see Guirret Frank (2009), Al-Ghazalt’s Philosophical Theology, Oxford
University Press, New York, p. 98-101. ’

.

223-258
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