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PATRICIA CRONE -

neous. The obverse of the libertarian principles which prevailed within
the community was extreme intolerance of outsiders. All non-Najdites
were classified as idolatrous infidels who did not in principle enjoy any
legal protection whatever, so that they could be indiscriminately slaugh-
tered, despoliated and enslaved. In practice the Najdiyya lost their urge
to fight their gawm (as non-Kharijite Muslims were known) after their
great revolt in the second civil war, and like the Sufris they seem to have
adopted a double set of rules whereby it was lawful to have legal rela-
tions with the alleged infidels in the abode of tagiyya, meaning that one
could intermarry with them, inherit from them and so forth, whereas it
was unlawful to have such relations in the abode of ‘alaniya. all ties
would have to be cut if the believers made a bhijra to establish a polity
of their own. (*) The Najdiyya seem to have lived amicably enough with
their Mu'tazilite and other neighbours, but their narrow definition of
who was and was not a Muslim spared them the painful task of consi-
dering how far their libertarian ideas might work if the community were
redefined to include the vast majority of Muhammad’s_followers. It was
the Sunnis who undertook this task, and what they lost in the way of
libertarianism they gained in communal solidarity over geographical
and social distances that the Najdiyya could-barely have dreamed of.
The Najdite ideal must be seen as an Islamic restatement of the small
face-to-face society of the tribal past in which no free man had been
subjected to another in either political or religious terms. Extraordinarily
modern though their vision sounds, it was too conservative to survive.

Patricia CRONE
(Princeton, N. J.)

(69) For all this, see Crone and Zimmermann, Epistle, ch. 5.
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Vivre et mourir pour Dieu,
ceuvre et héritage d’Abu ‘Ali Al-Sadafi
| (m. 514/1120)

Chcichoa RE LA PUENTE

L'histoire oublie souvent les grands maitres ; beaucoup d’entre eux
furent aussi des créateurs mais la quantité et la qualité intellectuelle de
leurs disciples ont laissé leurs biographies dans 'ombre. Cet oubli est
d'autant plus important que les ceuvres personnelles du maitre, s'il en a
créé, n'ont pas été conservées ou bien sont restées inédites. En fin de
compte, l'histoire de I'lslam a été écrite, pendant des décennies, au
rythme de la publication des textes et les pas des arabisants ont souvent
été guidés par les caprices du hasard. Aujourd’hui, beaucoup de textes
ont été édités et étudiés, et on commence a cerner la complexité de ce
que fut la réalité de I'Islam — celle d’al-Andalus également —, 2 mesurer
plus justement la valeur des choses, et 4 ne pas donner 2 certaines une
importance qu'elles n’ont pas eue, mais quon leur a attribuée, simple-
ment parce qu'on les a connues plus tot.

L’objectif de ce travail est de contribuer, en tenant compte des nou-
veaux textes publiés, 4 une révision rendue nécessaire. Parmi les nom-
breux ulémas de la fin du V¢/XI¢ siecle et du début du VI¢/XII¢ siecle que
nous connaissons grace aux dictionnaires biographiques, I'un d’eux se
distingue par la nature de son enseignement. Il s’agit du juge Abud ‘Ali al-
Sadafi, al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Firruh/Firro b. Muhammad b.
Hayy(n, connu également sous le nom d'Tbn Sukkara (D. Bien que les

(1) Voir sa biographie dans V. Lagardere, « La haute judicature a 'époque almoravide en al-Anda-
lus », Al-Qantara, VI (1986), 135-228, notamment pp. 221-8 (les informations qu'il donne ainsi que les
références bibliographiques doivent étre révisées) ; et dans = Al-Sadafi-, EP, VIII (M. Fierro) ; Ibn
‘Atiyya, Fibris, 74-6 (7) ; ‘lyad, Gunya, 129-138 (47) ; 'lyad, Tartib, ViII, 1934 ; Ibn Baskuwal, Sila,
327 ; al-Dabbi, Bugya, 1, n°® 657 ; Yaqt, Mu 'gam al-buldan, IV, 310, 418 ; al-Dahabi, M Tr, 150 (1633)
Siyar, XIX, 376-8 (218) ; Tadkira, IV, 1253-5 (1059) ; al-Safadi, Waff, X111, 43 (41) ; Ibn Farhn, Dibag
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SADAF (a.) (sing. sadafa) denotes two classes of
molluscs: 1. Mussels (Lamellibranchiata); 2. Snails
(Gastropoda), both including the mother-of-pearl].
Pearls [see aL-pURR; LU’LY?)], originating from the ex-
crescences in the interior of the pearl mussel (sadaf al-
durr, al-sadaf al-l’lu), arc of great economic impor-
tance. To the edible mussels belong the oysters (agtird
< 8o1peiov) and, as a popular foodstuff, the common
mussel, Mytilus edulis L., Gr. pdoxeg, which, from the
ancient pharmacology of Dioscurides, came into the
Arabic pharmacopoeias as miydkis. The same applies
to the flat mussel, Tellina planata, Gr. tedAivar, Ar.
dillinas. The juice of mussels Known as yfjuar, Ar.
khimi (probably Chana Lazarus L.) is said to get the
digestion going.

Among the snails, the most important are several
varieties of the Murex species of the family of the Pur-
pura (sadaf furfird or sadaf al-firfir, Gr. noppbpe). The
hypobranchial gland, situated in their mantle cavity,
secretes the costly purple dye. Ibn Djuldjul relates that
this snail is found in the Algarve [see GHARB AL-
ANDALUS] and near Algeciras [see AL-DJAZIRA AL-
KHADRA’|, and that only the Byzantine Emperor is en-
titled to wear purple. The horny shells of various
water-snails, among which the Gr. 8w, Ar. iiniks, are
valued because of their aroma; with regard to their
claw-shaped feet, they are also called agfdar al-fib
‘‘aromatic claws’’. Theé interior of the Purpura and of
the trumpet-snail (Tritonium nodiferum L., Gr. xfipuxes,
Ar. sadaf kirakis), known as Gr. méwa, Ar. kiyaniya,
“columella’’, used to be burned for its etching power.
The general term for snail in Arabic is in general
fhalazin; in addition to this, the xoxMag of Dioscurides
was taken over as kukhliyds and explained by way of
kawkan, the usual term in Hispano-Arabic. Referring
to the K. al-Rihla of Ibn al-Rimiyya, Ibn al-Baytar,
Lgami€, iii, 82, mentions a jadaf al-bawdsir which, ac-
cording to its name, was appropriate for the treatment
of hemorrhoids; it was indigenous to the Red Sca
coast, Ibn Hubal, Mukhtérat, Haydarabad 1396, 166,
mentions a Babylonian and a Red Sea snail (sadaf
babilitkulzum).

In pharmaco-zoology, all varicties of mussels and
snails are  grouped together as Limnaces. Since
Dioscurides, the burnt shells of various land and sea
snails, mussels and oysters have been in use. Burned
with salt in a pan, the shells proved to be a good den-
tifrice. With the ashes, ulcers could be cleansed and
the healing of fresh wounds be quickened. The meat
of the trumpet snail is tasty and digestible, Common
mussels, when burned and mixed with honey, solten
swollen eye-lids, remove obscuration of the pupils,
ete.

Finally, the mother-of-pearl, the innermost layer of
the shell of mussels and snails, acquires on the inside,
through incident light, the well-known soft, iridescent
colour, which has made it suitable and coveted for in-
laid work and for making jewellery. The mother-of-
pearl is called, “rk (“wrik) al-lu’lu® *‘the veins of the
pearl”. On this, al-Dimashki, Nukhbat al-dahr, ed.
Mehren 78, 6-8, tr. 90, remarks: *‘From the layers of
the pearl mussel are won plates (safa’lh), which are
similar to pearls and are called “urik al-lu’lu’ Each
pearl is said to contain one hundred different layers,
veined ‘on two sides, which have stimulated poets,
mystics and philosophers to use them as images’’,

Bibliography: The Greek names, mentioned in
the article, are all found in Dioscurides, De materia
medica, ed. M. Wellmann, Lib. I, chs. 4-9 (pp.

122-5); their Arabic renderings are accordingly

found in the translation by Stephanos-Hunayn: La

“Materia médica’’ de Dioscorides, ii, ed. Dubler and

Terés, 1952-7, 128-31, and in Ibn al-Baytar,
Dyami®, iii, 81-2, tr. Leclerc, no. 1393; A. Dietrich,
Droscurides triumphans, Géttingen 1988, ii, 198-202;
idem, Die Dioscurides-Erklirung des Ibn al-Baytar, Got-
tingen 1991, 92-4. For pearls in general, see ai-

DURR and Lu’Lu’, (A. DietricH)

AL-SADAFI, Au0 “ALT Husavn B. Munamman b.
Firruh (from the Romance word fiero, i.e. al-hadid) b.
Muhammad b. Hayyin b. Sukkara/Sukkaruh al-
Sadall al-Sarakusti, known commonly as Abi ‘Alf al-
Sadafi or 1bn Sukkara, Muslim Spantsh scholar
and traditionist.

According to ‘lyad, he was born in Saragossa
around the year 454/1062. He studied in that town,
arnong others, with Abu ’1-Walid al-Badji [¢.2.], in
Valencia with al-“Udhri and in Almeria with Ibn
Sa‘dan al-Karawi and Ibn al-Murabi¢. He travelled
to the East on 1 Mubarram 481/1088, performing the
pilgrimage and searching for knowledge in Mahdiyya,
Cairo;, Mecca, Basra, Anbir, Wasif, Baghdad (where
his stay lasted five years), Damascus (Ibn Asakir
mentioned him in his Ta’ikh Dimashk because of his
visit to the town), Alexandria and Tinnis. Among his
many teachers during his rifla, two were Andalusians,
Abu ‘Abd Alldh al-Humaydi and al-Turtishi lg.v.],
as well as Husayn b, ‘Al al-Tabari, Abu Ya‘la al-
Maliki, Abu 'I-°‘Abbas al-Djurdjani, Abu ’I-Fadl
Ahmad b. al-Hasan b. Khayriin, Abu ’I-Tahir

Ahmad b. “Ali b. ‘Ubayd Allah b, Siwir (author of

the Kitab al-Mustanir fi *I-kird*t), al-Mubdarak b, ‘Abd
al-Djabbar al-Sayrafi, Tirad b. Mubammad al-
Zaynabl and Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Djarad. With the
Shan‘t Aba Bakr al-ShashT he studied his al-Ta%ika al-
kubrd fi masa’l al-fhilif. In Cairo, al-Sadali obtained
the idjaza from AbG Ishak al-Habbal, the ‘most
reputed traditionist of the time who had been forbid-
den to teach by the Fatimids, In Safar 490/1096, al-
Sadall arrived in al-Andalus, scttling in Murcia,
where he taught in the @@mi® mosque, attracting
students from all over-the Peninsula, Although he was
considered a competent expert in kird’it, he excelled

especially in the science of hadith, not only because of

the quality of his knowledge but also because of his
**high’’ isndds (i.e. the fact that his chains of transmis-
sion had very few links). His powerful memory ap-
parently allowed him to learn by heart entire compila-
tions of hadith, remembering both matn and isndd. He
himself copied some of those compilations, like al-
Bukhari’s and Muslim’s Sahih which, together with al-
Tirmidhi’s Musannaf, constituted the basis of his
teachings. It is said that the major part of the copies
of al-Bukhari’s work in the Maghrib are either in the
rivvdya of al-Badji (from Abid Dharr), or in the riwdya
of Ibn Sukkara (transmitted by Ibn Sa‘ada). Al-
Sadafi’s own production was limited, Apart from a
Fahrasa, it consists mainly of hadith works: Diuz? min
hadithihi  an  shuyikhihi  al-baghdadiyyin, Musalsalat,
Subdiypat (collected by Abu 'I-Rabi® b. Salim). Pons
and al-Kattani credit him with writing a work on the
shuyikh of his teacher Ibn al-Djarad. But al-Sadafi was
mostly a transmitter, and as such he plays an impor-
tant role in ‘Iyad’s Chunya and in Ibn Khayr’s Fahrasa.
Apart [rom some works in the field of Kurlanic
sciences and ascetism, he transmitted mainly Aadith
works by authors like Ibn Khayrin, Abu 'l-Fawaris
Tirad, Abi Bakr al-Barkini, Abt Nufaym, al-Hasan
b. Sufyan al-Nasawi al-Shaybani, Ibn Shahin, ‘Abd
al-Ghani al-Azdi, Abii ‘Ubayd, al-Hasan b. ‘Arafa,
Abu  ’I-Husayn Ibn Bashran, al-Hakim, al-
Darakuini, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ibn al-Djarid and
Abi Bakr b al-Anbari. Many of these transmissions
were of works on “ilm al-ridial by authors like Ibn CAdT,
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El tradicionista Abii Miisa Ibn al-Maljim (m.
543-1148), miembro de una destacada familia fesi
de ulemas y cadfes, lo requirié como secretario
durante el tiempo en €l que estuvo al frente de la
judicatura de Mequinez en época almordvide, y lo
nombré su sucesor en el cargo. Sabemos que Abi
Miist Ibn al-Maljiim estuvo en dos ocasiones en
al-Andalus, en Cérdoba y Sevilla, donde pudiera
haber coincidido con nuestro biografiado aunque

nada nos permite confirmar que al-Sadafi visitara
estas ciudades. El hijo de este destacado cadi, Abd
-Qasim °Abd al-Rahim b. <Isa b. al-Maljiim
afirma haber leido de pufio y letra de Abi °Abd
Allah al-Sadafi una descripcién de un tintero de
ébano negro.

Al final de su vida, al-Sadafi marché a Fez,
donde fallecid. Ibn al-Abbar transmite este dato de
Ibn Hubays.

OBRAS:
&1. Poesia.

Ibn al-Abbir lo califica de poeta aunque no
aporta ningtin dato acerca de la calidad de su
produccién lirica, ni de la temdtica de la misma,
salvo los referidos versos en los que describe el
tintero de ébano.

02. Prosa.

No se ha conservado ninguna muestra de su

prosa de secretario.

FUENTJ_SS: IBN AL-ABBAR, MitFam, 116-7 (n° 104); IBN
AL-ABBAR, Takmila, I, 351 (n® 1247).
[E. NAVARRO I ORTIZ]

[1680] AL-SADAFI, ABU °ALIL: ABU “ALI
AL—HUSAYN B. MUHAMMAD B. FIRRUH B. MU-
HAMMAD B. HAYYUN AL-SADAF, conocido como
IBN SUKKARA y como AL-SADAFI (Manzil Mah-
mud [Zaragoza], 454=1062-Cutanda [Teruel], ;18
rabi 1 514=17 junio 1120?), tradicionista, jurista
y asceta,

Ab@ Al nace en 454 (=1062) en un pueblo
sitbado a 4 millas de Zaragoza, llamado Manzil
Mahmiid, en la Marca Superior. Su abuelo debia
de ser un muladi, dado el nombre romance de
Firruh mencionado en las fuentes, que llegan
incluso a explicar cudl era su traduccién al drabe,
"hierro" (hadid).

Estudia en Zaragoza donde se educa en ciencias
cordnicas, derecho y tradiciones proféticas, la
formacién caracteristica de los jévenes de familias
pudientes de su época. Se menciona que recibe las
lecciones del experto «en Cordn, al-Hasan b.
Muhammad b. Muba$ir Ibn al-Imam, discipulo
del prestigioso almocri Abi ‘Amr al-Dani. Estudia

derecho con el jurista Abii I-Walid al-Baji, quien
le ensefia sus obras Kitab al-Idra fi usil al-figh
(Libro de la sefial acerca de los fundamentos del
derecho) y al-Yarh wa-l-t#dil (La desaprobacién y
la aprobacién), un tratado de hadiz sobre las
autoridades en las que se basé al-Bujarl para
escribir su Szhih (El auténtico). Estudia con al-
Baji también los textos jurfdicos de otros autores.

Entre sus reputados maestros de derecho se
cuenta también Abi Muhammad Ibn Fiirts,
perteneciente a una renombrada familia zaragoza-
na, varios de cuyos miembros ejercieron la judica—
tura en Zaragoza desde mediados del s. IV (=X)
hasta la conquista cristiana de la ciudad en 512
(=1118). Este maestro e Ibn al-Sarraf, imdn de la
mezquita de esa ciudad, le ensefian las obras del
egipcio Abi Muhammad Abd al-Gani b. Said,
fallecido en 409 (=1018). Cabe citar, por tltimo,
entre los maestros en materia de derecho a Ibn
Sami‘a, mencionado por el cadi Iyid en su
Gunya.

Cuando al-Sadafi considera que sus estudios en
Zaragoza han concluido marcha a la taifa de
Valencia, en aquel momento bajo la influencia
politica del rey de Zaragoza, al-Mugqradir Ibn Had
(g 437-74=1046-82). Le mueve en ese viaje el
deseo de profundizar en su educacién, especial-
mente en materia de tradiciones proféticas, por las
que siente predileccién. En Valencia estudia con
el historiador al-“Udri, que, a pesar de ser hoy dia
mis conocido por su obra geogrdfica, fue un
tradicionista afamado, 2 quien se considera uno de
los responsables de la introduccién en al-Andalus
de los tratados de tradiciones proféticas de Muslim
y al-Bujari. Con ¢l aprende el libro de "Cuarenta
hadices” de Abii Nu‘aym al-Isbahani, un autor
oriental fallecido en 430 (=1038). Fste texto habia
sido difundido en la Peninsula Ibérica, junto con
otros libros similares en época de taifas.

En un momento dado, al-Sadafi abandona
Valencia para ir a estudiar a Almerfa, donde
disfruta de las transmisiones de dos prestigiosos
tradicionistas, Ibn Sa°dfin al-Qarawi de Cairudn e
Ibn <Abd Allzh b. al-Muribit. Las fuentes no
explican el porqué de esta mudanza, que tal vez se
deba a motivos meramente intelectuales, pero que
también puede estar influida por la crisis polftica
que vive Valencia cuando a comienzos del afio
479 (=1086) la regién es tomada por al-Qadir, el
rey de la taifa de Toledo. El cese de la influencia
de al-Mugtadir bien pudo influir en que el zarago-
zano Abi “Ali quisiera dejar la regién. Pocos afios
mds tarde, en 1094, cuando al-Sadafi ya no se
hallaba en al-Andalus, la ciudad serfa conquistada
por el Cid.

Enciclopedia de la Cultura Andalusi: Biblicteca de al-Andalus, edit.
Jorge Lirola Delgado, vol. VII, Almeria 2012. ISAM DN. 230158.




