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ABSTRACT: This article is devoted to Kamal al-Din al-Farist’s (d. 1319) additions to the
well-known al-Abhari’s “proof™ of the parallel postulate. These additions are found in
only one codex, the manuscript Tunis 16167/7 also often referred to as one of the units of

Tunis, al-Ahmadivya 5482 which is usually wrongly attributed to Qadr Zade al-Ramr.
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INTRODUCTION

Out of the ten works contained in the manuscript ms. Tunis 16167, the seventh

01 Hsan 7073 (folios 74a-752a) has not been studied before, nor edited and discussed by any

researcher. It contains two short additions to Athir al-Din al-AbharT’s (d. 1263)

ODE Y ﬂY‘ML AND‘KT(\N “proof” of Euclid’s parallel postulate attributed to Kamal al-Din al-FarisT (d.
t\‘iA

1319) by an anonymous writer. We present this manuscript with focus on Kamal
al-Din al-Farisi’s additions and propose an edition of this text with an English
translation and notes.

Al-AbharT’s addition to the Parallel Postulate is well known to researchers in
the history of Arabic geometry. For example, in his History of non-Euclidean
Geometry, Rosenfeld [1988, 85-86] states that al-AbharT reworked Euclid’s Ele-
ments in a book known under the name Isl@h al-Ustugusat (Improvement of the
Elements) and, that his attempt “to prove the parallel axiom enjoyed the greatest
popularity in the 13% century as well as subsequent centuries”.

This “proof” appears also in the commentary of Qadi Zade al-RGmT: Sharh
ashkal al-ta’ sts of al-Samarqandr with slight differences. In his commentary of
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