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amad (m. 1041/1631), philosophe et mujtahid

spirituelle et autorité juridique en Iran safavide shiite

Mathieu Terrier
CNRS, PSL, LEM (UMR 8584), Paris
met_terrier@yahoo.fr

Abstract

Mir Damad (d. 1041/1631), philosopher and mujtahid. Spiritual authority and Iegal
authority'in Shi‘i Safavid Iran.

Studies on Twelver Shi‘ism, particularly in the context of Safavid Iran (go7-1134 /
1501-1722), are characterized by a dichotomy between the emphasis on law and that
on philosophy, reflecting the duality between both the exoteric and esoteric dimen-
sions of this religion. Based on this observation, this article presents a corpus of known
and lesser known texts of Mir Damad (d. 1041/1631), a philosophy master and super-
muyjtahid at the court of the Shahs in Esfahan, in order to analyse the link between
these two facets of his personality and shed some light on the relationship between
legal and spiritual authorities in modern Shi’ism. The first part of this paper studies
Mir Damad’s portrait in the Shi‘ prosopographical sources. The second part deals with
his legal works, notably his fatwds on Friday prayer and defensive jihdd. The third part
analyses the doxographic notice devoted to Mir Damad by his former student Qutb
al-Din Ashkevani (d. between 1088 and 1095 /1677 and 1684), which weaves legal, philo-
sophical and mystical texts authored by his teacher. This study will show that in the
view of Mir Damad and his disciples; the temporal authority of the jurisconsult, during
the period of Great Occultation, remained inseparable from the spiritual authority of
the Gnostic (@rif), whose metaphysical knowledge was both rationally proven and
mystically experienced.

Keywords

Mir Damad — Safafid Iran — Shii philosophy — Shii law — Qutb al-Din Ashkevari —
ijtihad — Friday prayer — jihdd
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CHAPTER 20

MIR DAMAD’S (D. 1631)
AL- QABASAT

MIR DAMAD’S AND AL-QABASAT 439

Editor of many of Mir Damadss texts, ‘Ali Awjabi has a short intellectual biography
that focuses on life and works; little space is devoted to ideas, although he devotes more
space to the formation of a new philosophical school known as the “Yemeni philosophy”
(al-hikma al-yamaniyya) (Awjabi 2003 and 2010). In two articles, I have drawn atten-
tion to the reason why time and creation are important to an understanding of God’s
creative agency, and attempted to make sense of the legacy of Mir Damad’s ideas (Rizvi
2006 and 2011). Jahdnbakhsh’s recent monograph adds little to what we already learned
from the previous biographies, but it is on the whole a far better-sourced and referenced
study (Jahinbakhsh 2010). As interest in later Islamic philosophy is no longer the sole
preserve of Persian works, a recent Arabic study of his ideas is an accessible work that
includes one of the most detailed analysis of his concept of perpetual creation in any
language (Subhani 2011). Given the taste for comparative philosophy in Tran, another

BGWJ AV V. PN %m\‘_t‘ & recent work engages in a detailed comparison of Mir Damad’s approach to time and

SAJJAD RIZVI

Ir ever there was a philosopher in the postclassical period obsessed with a single
problem, it was Mir Damad and the problem of the incipience of the cosmos (hudith
al-Glam), to which he posed his solution known as perpetual creation (hudith dahri).
A number of people have written about Mir Damad and his concept of perpetual cre-
ation. Bihbahani, who was involved in the edition of al-Qabasdt, was one of the first to
write a serious intellectual biography; including an extensive discussion of his works
and their manuscript traditions; analysis of ideas takes up less space, but he did iden-
tify the importance of the connection of perpetual creation to Platonic notions of time
and creation as well as discern the implications that his theory had for God’s knowledge,
determinism, and the possibility of human free will, on which most have followed him
(Bihbahani 1998). Khaminihi is primarily concerned with presenting the background
to the study of Mulld Sadré, his famous student (Kbhaminihi 2005). In the English pref-
ace to the edition of al-Qabasat, Toshihiko Izutsu examinedthe contours of his thought,
focusing upon what he called “metatemporal contingency” and the “primary reality of
quiddity” (asalat al-mahiya) (Mir Damad, Qabasat, 1-15). Jalal al-Din Ashtiyani in his
introduction to Mir Damad in his Muntakhabati az athar-i hukama>yi ilahi-yi Iran has
along and rather unfocused introduction, including a discussion of the concept of per-
petual creation, which he rejects (Ashtiyaniand Corbin 1971, vol. 1). But perhaps because
it was so unsatisfactory, Rahman wrote a short article on it—and he says that he was
impelled by the inadequacy of most accounts available to him; his account demonstrates
the continuities with Avicenna and how perpetual creation in effect is a sophisticated
modification of Avicennd’s views of the incipience of the cosmos, albeit tweaked by an
interest in Proclus and in Suhrawardi (Rahman 1980). Netton also suggests that Mir
Damad was influenced by Suhrawardi but does not present much by way of evidence
directly from the text; he glosses the ontological states but does not analyze the theory of

perpetual creation (Netton 1999). 1‘ %g = &%

creation with that of Mulla Sadra and considers why the latter was more successful; this
is the best and most thorough analysis in Persian (Tavakkuli 2010). However, the most
adequate study in English is now the doctoral dissertation of Keven Brown, followed
by his translation of al-Qabasat, which locates it within its philosophical context and
makes a difficult text quite accessible—it is essential that they are made available in edi-
tions that have far greater distribution than at present (Brown 2006; Mir Damad 2009).
While the style of Mir Ddmad makes an assessment of his thought rather difficult (he
soon gained a reputation for obscure thought and expression; Tunikabuni, Qisas, 300~
301, 429-31), those interested in him thus have plenty of aids upon which they can draw
tolocate him in the intellectual history of the Safavid period—that, along with the publi-
cation of most of his works in reliable editions means that it is the right time to study Mir
Dimad and his philosophical contribution.

20.1. AN EXAMINED AND SANCTIFIED LIFE

Sayyid Burhan al-Din Mubammad Béqir Astaribadi, better known as Mir Daméad
because his father Sayyid Shams al-Din Muhammad was the son-in-law of the power-
ful jurist at the Safavid court Shaykh ‘Ali al-Karaki (d. 940/1533), was born in 969/1561
into a family that combined the authority of Persian sayyids of Astarabad who, as ShiT
scholars, from the beginning of the empire were closely involved at the Safavid court
and the scholarly credentials of the ulama’ of Jabal ‘Amil (Iskandar Bég, Tarikh, T, 146~
47; Balyani, Tadhkira, I, 591-96; al-Hurr al-‘Amili, Amal, T1, 249-50; Shirazi 1894, 485~
87; Afandi, Riyad, V, 40~44; Kh"ansari, Rawdat, II, 234; Corbin 1981, 17-49; Ja'farlyan
2009, 1, 165~212; Abisaab 2004, 71-79).! Just as his father had played a prominent role at
court under the early Safavids, he also enjoyed patronage under the successors to Shah

1 There is some difference of opinion on his birthdate, with a range from 958/1551 t0 963/1556 also
mentmned (Tavakkuli 2010, 48).

The Oxford Handbook of Islamic Phllosophy, Khaled El-Rouayheb, Sabine
Schmidtke, New York: Oxford University Press, 2017. iSAM DN. 269699
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of the International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC), vol. 6 ii pp. 281-289,
(2001)
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ENDULUS VE FELSEFENIN ISRAKILI(LESMESDGI MIR DAMAD'IN DUSUNCE SISTEMI
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slam felsefesi tarihinin en verimli dénemlerinden biri, birgok aragtirma-
Z a1t tarafindan “Isfahan Okulu” olarak tasvir edilen on altinct ve on yedinci
yiizyil iran Safevi devletinin kiiltiirel smnirlari iginde varhigm siirdiirmiis olan
felsefi muhit tarafindan temsil edilmigtir. Isfahan Okulunun Islam felsefesi ag-
sindan dnemi, messai, igrakl ve stifi gelenekleri kendi iginde barindirip uzlag-
tirmug olmasidir, Bagka bir ifade ile ibn Sina (6. 1037), Sithreverdi (6. 1191)
ve Ibn Arabi (6. 1240)’nin fikirleri ilk defa s6z konusu felsefi mubhitte sistema-
tik bir bicimde bir araya getirilerek yeni ve yaratici bir eklektizmle yorumlan-
mugtir. Mir Damad (6. 1630-31) ve dgrencisi Molla Sadra (5. 1640) bagta ol-
mak iizere Seyh Bahauddin Amilt (6. 1622), Mir Findiriski (5. 1640), Molla
Abdurrezzak el-Lahict (8. 1661), Molla Muhsin Feyz-i Kagt (6. 1670) ve Molla
Semsa Gilani (6. 1670), bu entelektiiel muhitin en énemli isimleri arastndadir,

- Isfahan Okulu’nun kurucu filozofu Seyyid Muhammed Bakir b. Muham-
med Hiiseyni el-Esterabadi olup kisaca Mir Damad? olarak bilinmektedir. Is-

Proje Editorii
PROF. DR. BAYRAM ALI CETINKAYA

7. Cilt Editorii
Prof. Dr. Eyiip BEKIRYAZICI

Dog. Dr., Mardin Artuklu Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Felsefe Bolimii.

1, “isfahan Okulu” tabirini Seyyid Hiiseyin Nast, Henry Corbin ve Agtiyani kullanmug,
onlarin kullanmasindan sonra yaygmlagmugtir. Hamid Debashi, “Mir Damad and the
founding of the School of Isahan”, (History of Islamic Philosophy, ed. Seyyed Hosse-
in Nasr&Oliver Leaman, Routledge, 1996 i¢inde), c. 1, 5. 621

2. Asil adi Seyyid Muhammed Bakir b. Muhammed Hiiseynt el-Esterabadt’dir. Kay-
naklar 8lim tarihini 1630 veya 1631 olarak kaydetmiglerdir. Ailesi, donemin 6nem-
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> bn Sina’nin (5. 1037) zirvesini temsil ettigi (Messai cizgideki) klasik d5nem

islam felsefesinin, GazzalP’nin (6. 1111) meghur elestirileriyle yeni bir do-
neme girdigi hususu, ilgili olan herkesin kabul ettigi bir gergektir. Her ne ka-
dar yakin bir zamana kadar, Bauli kaynaklarin etkisiyle,! (Islam felsefesini s6z
konusu kaynaklardan okuyan Miisliiman entelektiiel camia dahil olmak fize-
re) ok genis bir kesim, s6z konusu elegtirilerin Islam felsefesini sonlandirdi-
g1 kanaatinde olsa da, ozellikle son otuz-kirk yilda yapilan galismalarla bu an-
lay1s degismeye baglamugtir. Megsal Okul’'un Gazzal’nin Tehifiilinden sonra
da islam diinyasmda devam ettigini ifade eden gagdag miiellifler, bu yeni do-
nemde Nastruddin Tasye (6. 1274) ozel bir dnem atfederler. Bilindigi tizere,
Gazzali’den sonra en dikkat ceken Eg’4rl kelamci-filozof olan Fahreddin Razi
(8. 1209), bagta Ibn Sina’nin el-Igarat’ina yazdigi gerh olmak iizere eserlerinde
ibn Sina’y1 ciiriitmeye galigirken, onun elegtirilexine Thisi cevap vererek Megsal
felsefeyi miidafaa eder. Tiisi’nin etkisiyle, Meggal felsefe Iran topraklarinda ve
ozellikle Sif gevrelerde genis bir yagam alani bulmugtur. Ote yandan $ihabud-
din Suhreverdi’nin (6. 1191) kurdugu ve Sehreziiri (5. 1288) ve diger birgok
diistiniiriin gelistirdigi Igraki Okul, “akil” ile birlikte (fakat ondan daha iistiin

*

“Opr. Gor., Bingdl Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiltesi. By
1. Ornegin T. J. De Boer’un “The History of Philosophy in Islam” adlt eseri.
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Ein junger Konkurrent Davanis, der sich wie bereits sein Vater in Straz
auf einen Streit mit ihm einlieB und nachher unter dem neuen safa-
vidischen Regime stark ins Lavieren kam, Giyataddin Mansiir b. Sadr-
addin Muhammad al-Husaini ad-DaStaki (866/1462—948/1541),%*

_ schrieb eine Risala fi bayan al-madahib wal-firaq, die sich gemiB der
~ lokalen Tradition an I8 orientierte. So gibt es’ihr zufolge 8 Mutter-
sekten, und die firga an-nagiya sind die A¥ariten. Aber er hat sie dann
doch dem 12. Imam ,,zum Geschenk gemacht”. 85 Das war vielleicht
weniger eine Verbeugung vor den neuen Herren als eine politische
Spitze; denn Ssh Ismadl war aniangs selber als der . Herr der Zeit"
angesehen Worden B

218AﬁrDmna1

Muhammad Baqir al-Astarabadi (gest. 1041/1631), bekannt als Mir
Damad und Lehrer des Molla Sadri Slra21 87 verfaBte ein K. Uyiin al-
mas@’il wal-gawabat ft aqwal al-firag, das bei Hagsi Halifa erwihnt wird.*
Er war iiber seinen Lehrer Mir Fahraddin Muhammad as-Sammiki al-
Astarabadi ein Enkelschiiler des Gzyataddln ad-Dastaki. Damad hie8 er,
weil sein Vater der Schmegersohn des frithen safavidischen Theologen
‘Ali b. Husain al-Karaki (gest. 940/1534) gewesen war. Mit solchen

Beziehungen lie sich mittlerweile Eindruck schinden. Karaki stammte

aus dem Gabal ‘Amil und hat dem zwilferiTitischen System das unter
dem j jungen Sah Isma4l zeitweise ins Schwirmertum abzugleiten drohte,
ein neues Gesicht gegeben.*”” Gegen Ende seines Lebens verdringte er
auch Dastaki, der die Situation auf seine Weise zu meistern versucht
hatte. Mir Damad, der schon in ruhigeren Zeiten lebte, bringt das
Sektenhadit ins Spiel. Er interpretiert es nach alter Siitischer Art so, da3

834 GAL® 2/545 S 2/593; Elran VII 100 ff. (A. ]. Newman).

835 Hrg. von M. T. Dani$pazith in: Nariya-yi Dan. Adab. Tabriz 18/ 1966/390&’

836 Vgl. dazu Glassen in: Der Islam 48/1972/260.

837 Elran VI 623 ff. (A. J. Newman) und IA? VIII 435 f (Mustafa Oz)

838 Kasf az-zunin 1188, 8

839 Vgl Glassen, ib. 262 ff.; zum Todesdatum ib. 267, Anm. 56. Eingehender jetzt
Newman in: WI 33/1993/78 ff. und Arjomand in Fs. Madelung 393 ff.; vgl.
auch H. Algar in Elran XIII 458a und R. J. Abisaab, Converting Persia. Religion

and Power in the Safavid Empire (London 2004).

Josef vén Ess, Der Eine und das Andere : Beobachtungen an
islamischen haeresiographischen Texten, band II, Berlin:
Walter de Gruyter, 2010. ISAM DN. 239761.
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Of course, we might as many do take a
cynical interpretation of this strategy and
understand by what Ibn Rushd says as an
attempt to conceal his real opinion. This is
that the stories in religion about the afterlife
are just myths and are designed to make peo-
ple behave themselves, while the philosophers
can understand what scope there really is for
. an afterlife. This would make the meanings
of “afterlife” when used by the philosopher
and the ordinary believer distinct. But there
is no need to adopt this approach since it is
neatly sidestepped by the theory of mean-
ing that Ibn Rushd adopts. Words are seen
by him as having a wide range of meanings,
and we can only rule out a role for the word
along that continuum of uses if it really bears
no link with other more standard uses of the
word. As we have seen this is not the case
for afrerlife which clearly does have a range
of interpretations, some more material and
some more spiritual and abstract. They all
can be seen as linked, and this shows that it
would be a mistake to argue that words with
new meanings are being created here. So Iba
Rushd does establish a plausible argument
for a subtler theory of meaning that can
make sense of the reconciliation of religious
and philosophical language.

- Further Reading

Abed, A., Aristotelian Logic and the Arabic
Language in Alfarabi, Albany, NY: State
University of New York Press, 1991.

Al-Ghazali, Tabafut al-falasifa, in Ibn
Rushd (ed.), Tabafut al-tabafut (The
Incoherence of the Incoherence), trans.

S. Van den Bergh, Averroes’ Tabafut
al-Tahafut, London: Luzac, 1978.

Ibn Rushd, Fasl al-magqal (Decisive
Treatise), ed. and trans. G. Hourani,
Averroes on the Harmony of Religion
and Philosophy, London: Luzac, 1976.

—Tahafut al-tabafut (The Incoherence of
the Incoherence), trans. S. Van den Bergh,
Averroes’ Tabafut al-Tahafut, London:
Luzac, 1978.
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Tbn Sina, Al-Isharat wa al-tanbibat (Book
of Remarks and Admonitions), ed.
S. Dunya, Cairo: Dar al-ma‘arif,
1957-60.

Leaman, O., Averroes and His Philosophy,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988.

——“Philosophy vs. Mysticism: An Islamic
Controversy,” in M. McGhee (ed.),
Philosophy, Religion and the Spiritual
Life, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1992, pp. 177-88.

—“Ghazali and Averroes on Meaning,”
Al-Masagq, 9 (1997), pp. 179-89.

—“Logic and Language in Islamic
Philosophy,” in B. Carr and L
Mahalingam (eds), Companion
Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy,
London: Routledge, 1997, pp. 950-64.

—(ed.), The Qur’an: An Encyclopedia,
London: Routledge, 2006.

Mahdi, M., ‘Language and Logic
in Classical Islam,” in G. E. von
Grunebaum (ed.), Logic in Classical
Islamic Culture, Wiesbaden:.
Harrassowitz, 1970, pp. 51-83.

Zebiri, K., “Towards a Rhetorical Criticism
of the Qur’an,” Journal of Qui’anic
Studies, 5 (2003), pp. 95-120.

OLIVER LEAMAN

MIR DAMAD (950-1041/1543-1631)

Mir Burhan al-Din Muhammad Bagir Asta-
rabadi, later known as Damad, was born
into a distinguished family. His father Mir
Shams al-Din was the son-in-law of the
famous Safavid Shi‘i thinker ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Ali, and the title “Damad” or “son-in-law”-
stayed in the family to acknowledge this,
along with “Astarabadi” to represent the
town of Astarabad from where the family
stemmed. Mir Damad himself was born in
Astarabad but educated in Mashhad, where

321-372.%

ographical Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy, edit. Oliver

Leaman, London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015. ISAM DN, 240682.
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Moosa Ebrahim (2005), “Muslim Ethics,” in ScHWEIKER W. (ed.), The Blackwell Companion to
Religious Ethics, Blackwell, Malden, p. 237-242.

Moosa Ebrahim and Mian Ali A. (2012), “Islam,” in Cuapwick Ruth (ed.), Encyclopedia of
Applied Ethics, 2™ ed., 4 vol., Academic Press, vol. II, p. 769-776.

Nann Azim (1991), “Islamic Ethics,” in SwGer Peter (ed.), A Companion to Fthics, Basil
Blackwell, Oxford, p. 106-118.

NeLsen Kat (1967), “Ethics,” in Epwarps Paul (ed.), The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 6 vol.,
Macmillan, New York, vol. ITf, p. 81-82.

Pence Greg (1993), “Virtue Theory,” in SINGER Peter (ed.), A Companion to Ethics, Basil
Blackwell, Oxford, p. 249-259.

Sumaper Ayman (2006), The Theological Ethics of Fakhr al-Din al-Razt, (Islamic Philosophy
Theology and Science Texts and Studies, 64) Brill, Leiden/ Boston.
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Aspects d’une lecture philosophique du Coran
dans I’ceuvre de Mir Damad

Mathieu TERRIER

Muhammad Bagir Astarabadi, connu sous le nom de Mir Damad (m. 1041/1631), fut
1’un des principaux artisans du renouveau de la philosophie islamique en Iran shi‘ite
sous le régne des Safavides'. Son ceuvre contient des traités et épitres de facture
scolastique, principalement en arabe, un recueil de poemes (diwan) en persan, ainsi
que de nombreux avis et conseils juridiques, prononcés en qualité de mugtahid, par
fesquels il joua un role non négligeable dans la constitution du clergé shi‘ite en Iran
safavide?. A la différence de Mulla Sadra, qui fut d’abord son éléve, Mir Damad
n’a pas laissé de Tafstr du Coran, méme incomplet’. Mais ses écrits philosophiques
contiennent de nombreuses citations coraniques, accompagnées de propositions
exégétiques récurrentes et congruentes. Si ces citations sont souvent parcellaires et
ne couvrent qu’une infime partie du Coran, leur commentaire témoigrne bien d’une
lecture philosophique du Livre sacré de 1'islam.

Philosophiques, d’abord, sont les problémes que Mir Damad pose au texte
coranique ou qu’il se pose & partir de lui: le probléme des rapports de ’Un et du
multiple, de 1’éternité et du temps ; la structure ontologique de la réalité ; le devenir
de I’ame humaine. Philosophiques, encore, sont les concepts qu'il homologue avec
diverses notions et expressions symboliques du Coran. La métaphysique de Mir
Damad est construite autour du concept de dakr défini comme durée immuable,
intermédiaire entre la temporalité du monde naturel (zaman) et I’éternité pure de
Dieu (sarmad) : trois notions que nous traduirons, suivant la proposition de T. Izutsu,

Pour une présentation générale, voir Corpiv Henry (1981), La Philosophie iranienne islamique, Buchet-
Chastel, Paris, p. 26-37; id. (1972), En Islam iranien, 4 vol., Gallimard, Paris, vol. IV, p. 9-53.

2 Voir dans la bibliographie la liste des principales ceuvres éditées de Mir Damad. Sur son role dans la
constitution du clergé shi‘ite en Iran, voir NEWMAN Andrew (2006), Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian
Empire, 1 B. Tauris, London/New York, p. 69-70.

Composé en persan au crépuscule de la vie de Mir Damad, le bref Tafsir-e ayatr al-amana, édité dans
Tafasir ‘aqliyya li-falasifat ilahiyytn, éd. SADGQI SEHA M., Téhéran, 2010, p. 291-299, ne sera pas étudié
dans le cadre de cet article. Sur les commentaires coraniques de Mulla Sadra, voir Uintroduction de
Christian Jambet 2 MoLLA SADRA SHIRAZI (2009), Le Verset de la Lumicre. Commentaire, texte arabe édité
par Kratavi M., trad. francaise, introduction et notes par TamBeT C., Les Belles Letires, Paris, p. VI-XLIL. |
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Denis Hermann / Fabrizio Speziale (eds.)

Muslim Cultures
in the Indo-lranian World
during the Early-Modern and Modern Periods
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MIR DAMAD AND THE DEBATE ON HUDUT-I DAHRT
IN INDIA

Sajjad H. Rizvi

Abstract: While a number of historians have commented on the role of the rational
sciences in the Indian madrasa and the formation of what is known as the Dars-i nizam1

. as a means for training the elite professional class of empire in India during the 18" and

19" centuries, little attention has been paid to the content of the curriculum, the texts
and the ideas that were debated. The formulation of school texts in metaphysics signalled
a thorough engagement with the intellectual renaissance of Safavid Iran and in particular
with the philosophical schools associated with Mulla Sadra Strazi(d. c. 1045/1635), and
his teacher Mir Muhammad Bagir « Damad » Astarabadi (d. 1041/1631). The school of
Mulla Sadrd was evident in the commentary culture of his exegetical treatment of
al-Hidaya of Atir al-Din al-Abhar? and through his school al-hikma al-muta’® iliyya. The
school of Mir Damad was known as al-hikma al-yamaniyya. The first major figure who
promoted this school critically and entered into the debate on his key doctrine of the
eternal creation of the cosmos was Mulla Mahmid Farigt Jaunptrt (d. 1652), perhaps
the paramount philosopher of 17% century India who may have been a student of Mir
Damad. This paper focuses on the debate on this idea of perpetual creation (hudiit-i
dahii) as a way of understanding the school of Mir Damdd in India.

INTRODUCTION

The history of Islamic philosophy and theology in India has yet to be
properly written. The learned culture of the high Mughal period has
increasingly attracted attention, focusing on the role of the Dars-i nizami
curriculum, devised in the 18" century to produce cohorts of capable imperial
administrators, and on the intellectual life of Delhi, Lucknow and the Doab in
the middle to late Mughal period.! Some have indentified the significant role
of Mir Fath Allah Sirazi (d. 997/1589), a philosopher trained in the school of
Shiraz, a student of the philosopher and sometime sadr of the Safavid empire,
Mir Giyat al-Din Manstir Dastaki (d. 949/1542), and emigrant to the court of

QLU S Ure

1. Malik 1997; Robinson 2001; Nadwi1 2006; Nizami 1983.
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260 AMINRAZAVI, Mehdi. Mir Damad on time and % M{‘@
temporality. | Timing and temporality in Islamic y

philosoply and phenomenaology of life. Ed: Anna-Teresa { \

Tymieniecka Dordrecht: Springer, 2007, (Islamic

Philosophy and Occidental Phenomenology in Dialogue,

3), pp.159-165.
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OXFORD

Suhrawardi'’s Heir? The {shraqr
Philosophy of Mir. Damad /

9\&
a\{‘?\f/

IAN RICHARD NETTON

INTRODUCTION

Tr Muhammad Baqir b. Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Husayni al-
Astarabadt (d. 1041/1631-2), universally known as Mir Damad, was
one of the greatest luminaries of “The School of Isfahan’.! His name alone
would have been sufficient to contradict the venerable canard that Islamic
philosophy ended with Ibn Rushd.? Yet with the exception of a few studies by
scholars like Henry Corbin, Seyyed Hossein Nasr and, more recently, Hamid
Dabashi,? little work has been done in the West on this great mystic and
philosopher.

This essay attempts to identify, briefly, some of the major components of]
the classical Ishragf Sufi paradigm articulated so powerfully by Shihab al-Din-
Yahya Suhrawardi (549/1153-587/1191), the great Shaykh al-Ishrdq, and then
goes on to examine the extent to which the thought of Mir Damid conformed
to that prototypical paradigm, with some reference to the Arabic Kivab al-
gabasat of Mir Dadmad. It analyses the latter’s thought under the three headings
of Platonisin, Aristotelianism and Neoplatonic Sufism. The article concludes
by examining the extent to which Mir Damad’s philosophy of time may be said
to have enlarged the boundaries of classical Ishragism.

Of Mir Damad, Henry Corbin wrote: “His name is famxhar in lran to
everyone who has a modicum of philosophic and theological culture. Certain

! See Seyyed Hossein Nasr, “The School of Ispahdn,” in 4 History of Muslim Philosophy, ed.
M.M. Sharif (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 1966), 11, pp. 904-31; repr. in Seyyed Hossein Nasr,
The Islamic Intellectual Tradition in Persia, ed. Mehdi Amin Razavi (Richmond: Curzon
Press, 1996), pp. 239-70.

2 See Henry Corbin’s remarks in his La Philosophie iranienne islamique awx XVile et XVIile
siécles (Paris: Editions Buchet/Chastel 1981), p. 17; Nasr, Islamic Intellectual Tradition in
Persia, p. 126.

3 For the contribution of these three scholars see below.
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MIR DAMAD, MUHAMMAD BAQIR

MINDS, OTHER see OTHER MINDS

MIR DAMAD, MUHAMMAD
BAQIR (d. 1631)

Mir Damad is primarily a gnostic philosopher, arguing
that the activity of the mind makes possible the
experience of spiritual visions, while visionary experi-
ence gives rise to rational thought. He brings together a
variety of different traditions in Islamic philosophy,
incorporating both the sort of philosophy advocated by
Aristotle and its later development by the Neoplato-
nists, and combining them with the mystical views of
Islamic thinkers.. The principles of his thought are the
backbone of the celebrated ‘School of Isfahar’, which
develaped this rich mixture of philosophical traditions
even further. His approach to the analysis of being was
a considerable  extension to previous views on this
subject, and enabled him to make important contribu-
tions to the notion of time. Mir Damad’s philosophical
style is characterized by a treatment of abstract
concepts behind which lies the living experience of the
mystic. ‘

1 Life and philosophy of being
2 Philosophy of time
3 Philosophical style

1 Life and philosophy of being

Mir Burhan al-Din Muhammad Baqir Damad, whose
poetic nom de pliime was ‘Ishraq” and who was also
referred to as ‘the Third Master’ (after ARISTOTLE
and AL-FARABI) was born into a distingnished
religious family. Another honorific title by which
Mir Damad has been known is Sayyid al-Afadil,
‘Prince of the Most Learned’. e

Mir Damad was born in Astarabad but grew up in
Mashhad, the religious capital of Shi‘t Persia. He
received his early education there, and studied Tbn
Sina’s texts closely (see IBN S1NA). Prior to coming to
Isfahan during the reign of Shah ‘Abbas, he also spent
some time in Qazvin and Kashan. In Isfahan, Mir
Damad continued his education, paying equal atten-
tion to rational and transmitted sciences. He died in
AH 1041/ap 1631 when he fell ill on his way to
Karbala, in the entourage of Shah Safi. He was buried
in Najaf, ‘ S

As is evident from his contemporary sources, Mir
Damad was recognized simultaneously as a jurist, a
mystic and a philosopher — a rare but not altogether
impossible combination in Muslim intellectual his-
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tory. His writings reflect his comprehensive and
encyclopedic interests. He wrote on philosophy and
theology, prophetic and Imami traditions, Shi‘i law,
Qur’anic commentary, ethics and mysticism as well as
on logic. Mir Damad’s ascetic exercises have been
noted particularly by some of his biographers (see the
introduction to the 1977 edition of Kitab al-qabasat
(Book of Embers), page xxviii). These exercises are
combined, if his biographers’ sometimes hyperbolic
tone is to be believed, with a precocious attention to
philosophy. ‘ :

Despite his prominent status as both a mystic and a
jurist, an uneasy combination made possible by
certain specific features of the School of Isfahan, it
was principally as a philosopher that Mir Damad
recognized, praised and distinguished himself, as in
his many self-praising poems, for example:

I conquered the lands of knowledge,
I lent old wisdom to my youth.
So that I made the earth with my al-Qabasat
The envy of the heavenly abodes
(Hadi 1984: 134)

Al-Qabasat is Mir Damad’s most significant philo-
sophical work, containing the essence of his
philosophy. A/-Qabasat consists of ten gabas (‘a spark
of fire’) and three conclusions. Its central question is
the creation of the world and the possibility of its
extension from God. The first gabas discusses the
variety of created beings and the divisions of
existence. In the second he argues for a trilateral
typology of essential primary notions and the primacy
of essence. The duality of perspectives through which
essence is subdivided and an argument to that effect
through pre-eternal principles constitutes the third
qabas. In the fourth, Mir Damad provides Qur’anic
evidence, as well as references from the Prophetic and
Imami traditions, to support his preceding arguments.
The fifth gabas is devoted to a discussion of the

primary dispositions through an understanding of

natural existence. The connection (ittisal’) between
-‘time’ and ‘motion’ is the subject of the sixth, where
Mir Damad also argues for a ‘natural order’ in time,
Here too he argues for the finality of numeral order
and against the infinity of numbers in time-bound
events (al-hawadith al-zamaniyya). He then devotes
the seventh gabas to a refutation of opposing views. In
the eighth, he verifies the divine authority in the
establishment of such orders and the role of reason in
ascertaining this truth. The ninth proves the arche-
typal substance of intellect (al-jawahar al-‘agliyya); in
this chapter also, Mir Damad argues for the existence
of an order in existence, a cycle of beginning and
return. Finally, in the tenth gabas, he discusses the
matter of divine ordination (al-gada’ wa al-gadar), the

vol. (.

Edit. Edward Craig, Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
4 ,1998 London. .  »% -
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Pasteur. He returned to Persiain 13108./1931 and was
entrusted with the task of organizing the Razi institute.
In 1315 §$./1936 he established a large number of
veterinary offices throughout the country.

The idea of foundmg afaculty of veterinary medicine
had come up in 1306 8./1927, but nothing was done
until 1311 § /1932, when Mostafagoli Khan Samsam-
al-Molk Bayat was head of the Department of agricul-
ture (Edara-ye koli-e falzhat). In that year a veterinary
college (Madrasa-ye ‘dli-ye baytari) was opened un-
der the supervision of the department. It was at first
located in the Bag-e delgoda in the western section of
Tehran, but for the school year 1312 §./1933-34 it was
moved to the nearby Bag-e Sardar Mohtafam and in
1313 8./1934 10 Karaj. Delpy, then head of the Razi
institute, and Dr. Vechten, who was director of the
Veterinary institute (Mo’assasa-ye dam-parvari), taught
atthis college for several years (Mahbiibi Ardakani, p-
367). The veterinary college was attached to the
College of agriculture in 1314 §./1935 (Mahbiibi,
Mo’assasdt 1, p. 408; Behnam, p. 148) and returned to
Tehran in 1318 §./1939. In 1319 §./1940 responsibil-
ity for its scientific and technical performance passed
to the University of Tehran, but control of its financial
and administrative affairs remained in the hands of the
Department of agriculture. In October 1945it was
formally incorporated into the university (Mahbiibi
Ardakani, p. 368). In 1315 §./1936 Hamed, by then
director of the Veterinary department (Edara-ye dam-
pezelki) of the Ministry of agriculture, was appointed
dean of the veterinary college, and in the same year he
launched its journal, Nama-ye dam-pezeski, which is
still published (‘Ata’1, pp. 20-29, 281-82).

The functioning of the veterinary college, the civil
and military veterinary departments, the Razi insti-
tute, and similar bodies in the provinces made it pos-
sible to control infectious diseases of animals in Per-
sia. Since the 1930s Persian veterinarians have contin-
ued this work and have conducted basic research.
During the 1970s veterinary faculties were established
at the universities of Shiraz, Ahvaz, and Urmia.
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(SADEQ Sanipi)

DAMAD, MiR(-E), SAYYED MOHAMMAD-BAQER b.
Mir Sams-al-Din Mohammad Hosayni Astarabadi (d.
1041/1631), leading Twelver Shi‘ite theologian, phi-
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246 The Islamic Intellectual Tradition in Persia

That is, he who does not have love for the Friend,

Bring for him the saddle and the headstall.’!

He who has not fallen in love with his beautiful Face,

Erase his name from the tablet of humanity.

A breast that is empty of the love of the Beautiful,

Is an old leather bag full of bones.

A breast if devoid of the Beloved,

Is not a breast but an old chest. ,

A heart which is empty of the love of that Beauty,

Count it as a stone with which the Devil cleans himself. -

These sciences, these forms and imaginings,

Are the excrements of Satan upon that stone.

If thou allowest other than the science of love in thy heart,

Thou wilt be giving Satan the stone to clean himself.

Be ashamed of thyself, O villain!

That thou carriest the Devil’s cleaning stone in thy pocket.

Wash the tablet of the heart from the Devil’s excrement;

O teacher!, give also the lesson of love.

How long wilt thou teach the wisdom of the Greeks?

Learn also the wisdom of those who have faith.*

How long with this jurisprudence and baseless theology,

Wilt thou empty thy brain? O exuberant one!,

Thy life is spent in discussing conjugation and syntax,

Learn also a few words about the principles of love.

Illuminate thy heart with resplendent lights,

How long wilt thou lick the bowl of Avicenna?

The Lord of the universe, the King of this world and the next®

Calted the left-over of Aristotle and Avicenna,

When has the illuminated Prophet called it a remedy?

Go rip thy breast in a hundred places,

And clear thy heart of all these stains.*

Not only does Shaykh-i Baha't suggest that man should not busy
himself solely with formal science and that he should seek to reach the
divine gnosis hidden in the revelation, but he also reminds man that he
should not become so accustomed to this world as to forget his original
home. It hasbeen a constant theme of the gnostics throughout the ages that
the spiritual man being a stranger in this world must take the perilous
journey toreturnto his original abode.* In the same Nin wa halwa, while
commenting upon the Prophet’s saying: “The love of the country comes
from faith”, he writes:?¢

The School of Isfahan 247

“This country is not Egypt, Iraq, or Syria,

Ir is a city which has no name.

Since all these countries belong to this world,

The noble man will never praise them.

The love of this world is the source of all evil,

And from evil comes the loss of faith.

Happy is the person who, through divine guidance,

Is led in the direction of that nameless city.

O son thou art a stranger in these countries;

How wretched art thou to have become accustomed to it!

Thou hast remained so long in the city of the body,

That thou hast completely forgotten thy own country.

Turn away from the body and gladden thy soul,

And remember thy original home.

How long wilt thou, O victorious falcon!

Remain away from the sphere of the spirit?

1t is a shame for thee, O artful one!

To shed thy feathers in this ruin.

How long, O hoopoe of the city of Saba!®’

Wilt thou remain in estrangement with feet tied?

Seek to untie the cords from they feet,

And fly where ‘there is no space.” ™

Shaykh-i Baha'i was one of those rare falcons who, while outwardly
in the midst of this world, had flown to the “land of nowhere.” He did not
write in the technical sense so much about hikmar as Mir Damad or Mulla
Muhsin Fayd did, but he reached such a degree of spiritual realization
above and beyond theoretical formulations that all of his writings are
spiritually precious. Even his compositions in the various religious and
natural sciences bear the perfume of his spirituality. His writings present
abalance between the exoteric and the esoteric, the metaphysical and the
cosmological, which serves as an example of what the relation between
the various aspects of a tradition might be and could be when the
principial integrating influence of gnosis is present.

Mir Damad.—One of the most influential figures of the Safavid
school was Muhammad Bagir Damad, better known as Mir Damad. He
and his pupil, Mulla Sadra, must be considered to be the greatest hakims
of the period. Being the grandson of Muhaqqig-i Karaki and descendant
of a distinguished Shi‘ah family, Mir Damad received the best education
possible in all branches of religious learning. His most famous teacher
was Shaykh Husayn ibn ‘Abd al-Samad ‘Amili, the father of Shaykh-i
Baha’i, who later on became his most intimate friend and companion at
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ADDITIONS

1. (Renseignements communiqués par Georges S. Colin). Abit Hamid

al-('}arnéﬁ, mort en 1169, comp

arait au tissu £attdbi, caractérisé par des bandes

€gales, noires et blanches, la robe de Pane des Zandj (c’est & dire du zébre»).
Al-fumari { auteur égyptien mort en 1349) a décrit le zebre {femelle ?)
sbus le nom de himéra Eattabiya, en le distinguant cxpressément de 1’Ane sau-

vage kimdr wahii (voir son ar-

p. 222, 1 1).

tafrif bi-l-mustala as-sarif, Le Caire 1312 H.

2. Des éditeurs et commentateurs ont interprété avec légéreté par «zébre»

dans Frangois Villon Petit festamen

¢ (1456), XIT Pasne rayé qui reculle et méme

(renseignement de J. Frappier) dans le Grand testament (1461) LXXXVII un

asnie rouge qui parait étre en ra

pport avec le précédent, tous deux avec allusion

hypothétique 4 des cnseignes de cabaret. Les premiéres mentions authentiques

Marcel Courn

MELANGES (ours MASSIGNON, &I, . 22)-375"
1353 DAMAS)

CONFESSIONS EXTATIQUES DE MIR DAMAD
-MAITRE DE THEOLOGIE A ISPAHAN {ob. 1041/1631-1632)

PAR

HENRY CORBIN

1. L'Ecole ¢’Ispahan. — 2. Deux réeits d’extase. — 3. Texte
arabe de la Risdlat al-Hal‘iya. — 4. Traduction et commentaire,

1. — L’Ecole &’ Ispakan. — Les deux textes présentés ici et la
personnalité de leur auteur nous seront tout d’abord I'occasion
d’insister sur un des paradoxes qui affligent la situation de nos
études philosophiques en général, leur indigence dans le domaine
de I'Islam en particulier. Plus d’un «pélerin passionné» s’est en-
chanté du site d’Ispahan, a égaré ses réves parmi ses jardins
Pombre de ses vertes coupoles. Historiens de I'art et archéologues
ont su pourvoir & la valorisation de P’héritage des Safavides, et
maintenir «au présent» la signification de la ville d’art de I'Iran
islamique. André Godard a décrit en termes émouvants la magni-
ficence du spectacle qui, dans la douce lumiére déclinante d’une
soirée d’auf:bmne, s’offre au promeneur méditatif, lorsque celui-ci,
ayant grévi les premiéres pentes de la montagne au sud, se retourne
pour faire face 4 'immense vallée bordée de déserts, mais qui d’une
rive & Pautre est un lac de verdure d’oii émergent les coupoles et les
tours émaillées. Ispalran «isolée dans ses déserts, secréte, merveil-
leusement ornée, chargée d’histoire, est plus exactement encore
que Tolede ou Aranjuez, une image de Pexaltation dans la solitude.
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Muhaqqiq-i Karaki and ‘Allimah Majlisi are the products of this period
— giants of Shi'T scholastic learning who while consolidating and legit-
imizing the ideological foundations of the Safavid state, systematized,
codified and considerably advanced the level of juridical discourse they
had inherited from their previous generations.

<+ MIR MUHAMMAD BAQIR DAMAD we

In the history of Islamic philosophy during the Safavid period, Mir Damad
is remembered with uncommon affection and unceasing admiration
(Ashtiyani (1972): 3; Khwansari (1976), 2: 234; Tunikabuni (1985):
334). Muhammad Tahir Tunikibuni, the author of the biographical
dictionary Qisas al-ulama’, reports that one day Mulli Sadri, when the
celebrated Shi‘T philosopher of the Safavid period was still a student
of Mir Damad, was waiting for his teacher to enter the room and start
their discussion. The door is opened and in comes a local Isfahini
merchant who needs to ask Mir Damad a question. While the merchant
and Mulla Sadra are alone in the room, the merchant asks whether
Mir Damad is superior in his learning to a prominent cleric in Isfahan.
“Mir is superior”, Mulla Sadra says. What about Ibn Sini, the merchant
inquires further, how does he compare with the master of Peripatetic
philosophy? “Mir is superior”, Mulld Sadri repeats. What then of the
Second Teacher, al-Farabi (second only to Aristotle)> Mulld Sadra hesi-
tates for a moment. “Do not be afraid”, Mir Damad encourages his
student from the adjacent room, “tell him Mir is superior (Tunikibuni
(1985): 334).

The same hagiographical affection is also present in yet another story
reported by another biographer, Tabrizi Khiyabani (in Mir Damad (1977):
lvii). Muhaqqiq-i Karaki is reported to have seen in a dream the first
Shi'T Imam, ‘Ali, who instructs Muhaqqiq-i Karaki to give his daughter
in marriage to Shams al-Din Muhammad. “She will give birth to a son
who will inherit the knowledge of the prophets and the sages.” Muhaqqig-
i Karaki does as he is told. But later that daughter, now wife to Shams
al-Din Muhammad, dies before giving birth to a son. Muhaqqiq-i Karaki
is puzzled by the event. Soon after the original dream is repeated, and
this time the first Shi‘i Imam identifies another daughter of the learned
cleric as the appointed bride. Muhaqqiq-i Karaki proceeds by giving
his second daughter to Shams al-Din Muhammad, to whom is born
Muhammad Bagir, the future Mir Damad, who will prove right the dream
of his distinguished grandfather.

Mir Burhan al-Din Muhammad Bagir Dimad, whose poetic nom
de plume was “Ishrdq” and who was also referred to as “the Third Master”
(after Aristotle and al-Faribi, who have been known as the First and the

602
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Sadra and Mirdamad

By: Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Khamenei
Translator: Mahmoud Ahmadi Afzadi

There is no evidence as regards
when exactly young Sadra got
acquainted with Sheikh Baha’i and
Mirdamad and likewise when their
relations ceased to continue.

One clue to the problem is to
consider the mid 1010s i.e., when
- he might have left Isfahan for Qom

or Shiraz, as the point at which

Sadra’s connection with the two
men broke.

This article’s focus is on how the
relationship between Sadra and
Mirdamad began and developed
into a lasting friendship.

Mir Mohammad Baqir known as
Mirdamad is one of the most
credited scientists throughout the
Safavid era and his scholarly
endeavors make him deserve to be
compared with Avicenna.

His father, Shams-al-din Seyyed
Mohammad Astarabadi, was a
famous jurist who married the

daughter of Sheikh Ali Karaki
known as the Second Researcher
(Muhaqqiq thani) and for this he
was referred to by people as Damad
meaning "groom" in Farsi.

Being a grandson of the Second
Researcher is to be regarded a
blessing for Mirdamad who grew
up in a highly-educated family. A
contemporary of Mirdamad, Seyyed
Ali Hosseini, who happened to meet
him during a stop-over in Kashan
writes a few lines about Mirdamad in
his book, Kholasat-al-Shoara: "He
stopped in Kashan in August of the
year 988 on his pilgrimage from the
capital Qazwin to Mashhad.
Despite his young age, Mirdamad
was so qualified that he wrote
articles and commentaries on
advanced subjects of wisdom and
mathematics." »

Spending his childhood and
teenage life in Mashad, Mirdamad
acquised the traditional sciences such

Kheradnameh-e- Sadra / 1
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" CHAPTER 34

&
v/ ) .
Routledge History of World Philosophies Ve, = =
Volurme I Mir Damad and
the founding of
« - »
—eifioe - the “School of Isfahan
Hamid Dabashi
* . m T % & Mg
History of Islamic oifiow SR
o OLe OO}
Philosophy ; =
' With the advent of the Safavids (reigned 907/1501-1145/1732) in Persia
in the early tenth/sixteenth century, the nomocentric, dogmatic forces in
EDITED BY Istamic intellectual disposition immediately found a favourable political
- climate. The anxiety of legitimacy was particularly acute in the case of the
S eyye d H ossein Nasr Safavids. Although of Turkish, or probably Kurdish (Bosworth (1967):
and OZZ’U er Leaman 172), origin, they came to power by fabricating a fictitious Shi‘l genealogy
for themselves, linking their origins back to the sacred memory of the Shi't
Imiams. The probability that the founder of the Safavid order, Shaykh Saf
oo _ al-Din (d. 735/1335), was pethaps a Sunni made the Safavid monarchs,
o from Shah Ismail I (ruled 907/1501-930/1524) onward, particularly
T Tilskiye Diyanet Vel - ~ | anxious to demonstrate and institutionalize their Shi‘l affiliation. The
1slam Aragtirmatan Merkasi founder of the $afavid dynasty, Shah Isma‘il, spent the first ten years of his
. Kitiphaaesi - reign in a ruthless drive to consolidate his power over Persia and to establish
Demm. No: | Shi‘ism as the ideological foundation of his, and his successors’, legitimacy
Notl7) IOAND A] {see al-Shaybt (1980): 365-402). Aggravating the Safavid anxiety over their
Tas. No: 151-202 Shi‘f self-legitimation was the powerful presence of the Sunni Ottomans,
S BT SLLE ) who, under Selim I Yavuz (“the Grim”) (ruled 918/1512~926/1520), won

a major victory in 920/1514 at Chaldiran against the Safavids. When the
Safavids subsequently moved their capital from Tabriz to Qazwin and then
to Isfahan, they distanced themselves from their powerful Sunni neighbours

Ro
a9

39037n04

o

% .

K

> st in more than just one sense. As they settled into their new capiral, Isfahan

Lond d New York became the new centre of the Shi‘T world. The flourishing of Mir Diamad

oficon and INew Yor. (950/1543~1041/1631) and the establishment of the “School of Igfahan”

Aol would hardly have been possible without these necessary political and social
developments.

597



!?rt.e.f; e 8 gl sbets o [ Yl

04

Colan (e 55 coliso Lel Ol e i S S 09T sl
J Sl JUS Jie s 5 Sl o b oSl e (B eSS ‘:é\-’w.
i Y S (Il AL it JUS Bl e b s
i s sl S e e Sl Sl 6\-*5/?4’ (5o o SLES
58 olss &1 5 ‘DJLJ\Q\!\AS&M‘U:;{;\ S g e Jﬂ‘f
o) ey o w23 e & wolbs 8 ol ) S e 0l s G/LS

1 S

B 5L i g S Pl ae g e

e JlaS a3l I3l Jis s tj}b}‘)&h\s&\ssk;‘ﬂ‘&\s
oesaltadi il g, s e s k3L
Vsl Tl oSOt 5 1 s G2 S
T 5y slaamals 5 a8 ol Salie b iz 255 NEW :)\U;\)M. "
;af.x_ew@uz%,:suuﬁbu\.ﬁ@g;ugmQﬂg‘,@sﬂ

e oz wiils y potae iuds P o et S50 2 &.J"&SJ’.‘;U 2503
LS\-G-'\-‘J-"J—"J’ BL ASnJﬁU;J:.aaj LJ“))‘PSJ"‘S U‘jl&“h L;\m\SJ.La \J‘
7 ‘.So)ycjbg}gu&gm@gpb?éhy
ole gl s st Al sl Sl Ges 265 olislge 5 U}dbu 3l el
.b_)ib@‘_g&fd{‘)w\gLg\.Li‘Jb;.ﬁ)'L;nC}a&_gjj\ﬂ)34564;;:—-
h_aic—Qéb)b‘)&iﬁb‘}‘@f\)‘brﬁ)bsstguu.ﬁﬁ)d‘p.\{b\x&_\d
ot Jole ¥ o) ands slaaiy 05 s FRRNE P
1 sl &S cal Jale St e sty Sl Saema 5 Gae

72

- Agine =i Micas (Miff@f of Hg‘i‘*}aft) cilt 2, Sy 3. Tehpn—

 200L-ss 658 — 4L | 7.
B R N d@fﬁ(ﬁj gﬁ??éﬁﬁ%‘@%ﬁﬁﬁ@?@f Lalesr

sl e

s S

3 s B bl e s (oDl Bls b sl s

secdl olg g i adlne cuSe oy slaaz sl LelBens o158
Cabie \.3_9‘ 5l ‘.»Lala_,:.a ..,,S.A ()ngLi 5l “)J..a)h S ol L;\:.» 3 CJ-.‘.l
P Y VTR X SV PR P FORUE BN SRR
b s gaz, Gl skels ey s ls o e Lot os ped 37 At
| 0‘35@'—7)&3%»0:.*:‘—?)36}ﬁ}bb)é%}uﬁiﬁjb#hb
S 3 48 STy il 5 g ol slaazo il Gae Lol 8l s
e sl auds rUﬁi S e G R oL S
3 mg ads ol a5 5 3 T80 ol (el STl s 4 5 sl

0032

&

D503 e el B s b o)

o Do ¢ gl S ot a8 oM colals o 31 1S
| o S Anr e oo 2l alds U Bua) 5o oS SIS 4 8,
3 Wl s e s baeDhe (g5 e bt cpl i gD s e oot
t J«\_}‘JD.:)}A@rﬁe%)\»bﬁj@UW#JJéJ}\fUJ@JL{
1 s haods L ol sus sany Jlal S5 4 eas ol (o5 5148w LU
s eaSo (g5 2\l 5500 Ul ot 428065 Al 5 LS s )bt S
\ \_33‘)’!b.\..a)’u&gédv}_»&.:.a.éhi.@:@_Q\:&iﬂsbﬁ&:&)u_,}j\@)a

(Y7 b)) YYAY S50 g s o lod (pas Jlu by

2

\
(24
>



CHAPIT‘RE PREMIER

: (am !mj‘é;ﬂ , 7[-@ me IV, Confessions extatigues de Mir Dimdd

WQ 971 (1041/1631)
rar'\s-[J7¢.

1. - Mir Déméd et PEcole &'Ispahan

Plus d’un « pélerin passionné » s’est enchanté du site d'Ispahan,
a égaré sesréves parmi ses jardins 3 I'ombre de ses vertes coupoles.
Historiens de I'art et archéologues ont su préserver ’héritage
des Safavides, et maintenir « au présent » la signification de la
ville d’art de I'Iran islamique. André Godard a décrit en termes
émecuvants la magnificence du spectacle qui, dans la douce
lumi¢re déclinante d’une soirée d’automne, s’offre au promeneur
méditatif, lorsque celui-ci, ayant gravi les premiéres pentes de
la montagne au sud, se retourne pour faire face 4 I'immense
vallée bordée de déserts, mais qui d’une rive 4 l'autre est un lac
de verdure d’od émergent les coupoles et les tours émaillées.
Ispahan « isolée dans des déserts, secréte, merveilleusement
ornée, chargée d’histoire, est plus exactement encore que Toléde
ou Aranjuez, une image de D’exaltation dans la solitude. Peut-
étre est-il impossible de comprendre tout 2 fait l'art, et I'dme
de UIran, si I'on ignore la poignante beauté de cette ville 1 »,

Certes, et c'est précisément dans la cité spirituelle d’Ispa-

1. André Godard, Isfahédn, in Athér-e Irédn, Annales du service archéo-
logique de I'Iran, t. II, fasc. 1, 1937, p. 20. Cf. déja notre étude sur Mir
Damad publiée dans les Mélanges Louis Massignon, (vol. I, Institut frangais
de Damas, 1956, pp. 331 ss.) ainsi que notre Mir Dédméd et I'école théologique
d'Ispahan au XVII® siécle (in Etudes carmélitaines : Polarité du symbole, Paris
196¢). On rappelle que Vorthographe Isfahdn correspond a la prononciation
arabs du mot, tandis que Porthographe Ispahdn reste fidtle & I'étymologie
persane du mot : Spdhdn, Sipdhdn (pluriel de sipdh : armée, milice, cavalerie).
C’est le méme mot qui entre dans la composition du terme Sepdh-bod, Espah-
bad, chef d’armée, et qui, accolé au mot Nir (lumitre), désigne, dans lc lexique
sohrawardien, I'dme pensante commandant A ses facultés (Nidr Espahbad,
cf. 'segemonikon des stoiciens, et ici méme liv. II).
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Fol 12 of a collectaneous volume of treatises by Muhammad Bagir

. Mubammad al-Damad al- Husaini, the eminent Shi‘ice theo-
]og1an, being his own holograph. The Page contains his autograph
#jaza, dated 1019 (1610). Muhammad Bigir was born at Astarabad,
was educated at Meshed, and lived at the court of *Abbzs the Grat,
dying at Najafin 1 ©40/1630: he was a prolific author. See Brockel-
mann, Suppl. ij. 579-80, with references.
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Philosophie iranienne
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plusieurs prises de position. I y a enfin Rajab’Ali Tabrizi et
son Ecole, dont la prise de position initiale en métaphysique
de I'étre différe radicalement de celle de Molla Sadré et de
son Ecole.

Ce sont également ces trois courants que vous trouverez
représentés par sept autres philosophes dans le tome II de
notre Anthologie. Je n’entreprendrai pas ici, certes, de vous
exposer leurs conceptions philosophiques respectives. Je
voudrais simplement vous rendre présents leurs noms et leurs
ceuvres, afin que vous puissiez les retrouver a bon escient,
lorsque les exemplaires de notre tome II auront enfin achevé
leur voyage de Mashhad a Téhéran®. Vous y retrouverez la
lignée de Mir Dadm4d représentée par Sayyed Ahmad ’Alavi
Ispahini et par un grand et pathétique inconnu, Ibn Aghé-
jani. La lignée de Molla Sadrd y est représentée par Mohsen
Fayz Kishani et par Hosayn Tonkdboni; celle de Rajab’Ali
Tabrizi par Qawidmoddin Rézi et par Mohammad Raff’ Pir-
zddeh. Le septiéme nom est celui d’'un avicennien imamite
originaire du Khorassan, Mohammad Béqir Sabzavari, qu’il
ne faut pas confondre avec Molld Hadi Sabzavéri, une des
gloires de la philosophie iranienne au siecle dernier.

Faisons brievement connaissance avecles uns et les autres.
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2. La lignée de Mir Damad

Sayyed Ahmad ’Alavi Ispahéani était le cousin de Magister
tertius Mir Damad (il était le fils de sa tante maternelle). Il fut
son disciple, devint son gendre, mais resta avant tout son
enfant spirituel (walad rdhani), comme en fait foi 'une des
jjazat (licences d’enseigner) qui lui furent conférées par Mir
DamAd. Parmi ses ceuvres je reléverai simplement ici un
ample commentaire d’un traité de son maitre Mir Damad,
ayant pour titre Tagwim al-Imdn (Rectification de la foi),
dorit f’espére que I'un de nos jeunes chercheurs nous donnera
un jour I'édition. Ensuite un ample commentaire de la partie
métaphysique de I'ouvrage classique d’ Avicenne, le Shifa ou
«Livre de la Guérison spirituelle». ,;

De ce commentaire, ceuvre trés personnelle qui dépasse de
beaucoup I'étendue du livre méme d’ Avicenne, je ne signal-
erai ici que trois points, dont les prolongements se dévelop-
pent en vastes perspectives. Son titre d’abord. Sayyed Ahmad
intitule son commentaire Miftdh al-Shifi,la «Clef du Livre de
la Guérison». Cette clef, il sait fort bien qu'elle se trouvait
dans cette «philosophie orientale» d’ Avicenne, dont le manu-
scrit fut perdu pendant le sac d’Ispahan et dont il ne reste
que quelques fragments en marge de la «Théologie» dite
d’ Aristote, parce qu’Avicenne n’eut jamais le temps de le
reconstituer. Nous savons aussi que Sohravardi estimait
qu’ Avicenne n’avait pu ni n’aurait pu mener a bien son pro-
jet, car il lui manquait les vraies «sources orientales». Cette
«philosophie orientale», notre Shaykh al-Ishrdq a conscience
que ¢’est lui-méme quil'a réalisée. Il semble bien que Sayyed
Ahmad ait parfaitement compris le projet sohravardien, car
en traitant de la procession de I'étre a partir du Principe,
c’est-a-dire en traitant du schéma avicennien de la procession
du Multiple, il Iillustre par une digression qui est tout a fait
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405. al-‘ALAWT al-‘AMILI, al-Hakim al-llahi al-*Allamat al-Sayyid Ahmad. Sarh
al-Qabasdt al-Mu'‘allim al-Talit al-Mir Muhammad Bagqir al-Dimad. Tahqig-e
Hamed Naji Esfahini, bi moqaddame-ye farsi va engelisi-e doktor Mehdi
Mohaqqeq / Sharh al-Qabasit. A commentary on Mir Damad’s K. al-Qabasat, by
Mir Seyyed Ahmad ‘Alavi. Edited by Himed NA&ji Isfahdni, with Persian and

English introductions by M. Mohaghegh. Institute of Islamic Studies - University of ‘

Tehran, Tehran, Iran / International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilisation,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Tehrin, 1376/1997, VI-747-19 (anglais) p., facsim.
(Islamic Thought & Sciences, n° 27).

L’ouvrage des Qabasat, écrit 4 la fin de sa vie par Mir Damad (ob. 1051/1641), est un -
ouvrage de philosophie islamique qui couronne son ceuvre et traite de plusieurs sujets. Il a )

suscité deux commentaires importants, le premier étant celui édité ici, I’autre est d’un
disciple de Molla Sadra. I1 a ét€ I'objet aussi de nombreuses notes. La grande question

traitée, que résume Mehdi Mohaqqgeq (pp. 294 59), est celle des hudat dahrf, « coming into :
being through perpetual duration» (M. Mohaqqeq), le probléme de la prééernité et de la

contingence du monde. Mir Seyyed Ahmad ‘Alavi est mort & Ispahan entre 1054/1644 et

1060/1650. 11 a été disciple de Mir Damad et de Seyh Baha’i. On connait de lui quarante-huit |

&crits et traités vari€s. Ce commentaire des Qabasaf lui a éé demandé par Mir Damad lui-
méme et il I'a achevé aprés ia mort de celui-ci. Il s’agit plutét d’une annotation au texte, avec
recours aux notes de Mir Damad, et 2 des explications de termes et d’expressions. L’édition
est fondée sur trois bons manuscrits. Le texte du commentaire est aux pages 87-706.
L’introduction de Mehdi Mohaqqeq développe I'idée que le sunnisme a été incapable de
durer en philosophie parce qu’il partait d’une traduction mal faite des Grecs par des
chrétiens qui ignoraient le grec, Prenant la voie de la hikma & partir du Coran et s’inspirant
aussi de la pensée grecque de 1a sagesse, le shi’isme, lui, a su entretenir la recherche sur les
grands sujets de la philosophie, tel que celui traité dans les Qabasat. Pour Mir Damad, on ne
peut imaginer un temps entre 1'éternité o Dieu existe seul avant la création, et un temps ol
Dieu est avec [a création. Puisque le temps implique la création, il implique donc aw moins
une existence imaginaire de la création. Au contraire, pour Mir Dimad, au niveau de la
« perpétuelle durée,», il y a une actuelle non-existence, qui a précédé I’existence du monde.

' CF



Abstracta Iravica, XXIL, 1999 Tahran, §s.4¢ 40

-
e

A

N P .
L3 T e, B & Vﬁ{ ¥ %&3&%\ [ é N Py k»@m #F

P M«M\

406, AﬁKEVARi\? Qutb al-Din Muhammad al-Daylami al-Lahiji. Mahbib al-
qulibral-Maqal 41-ila fi ahwal al-hukama’ wa aqwalihim min Adam ila bidayat
al-islam, éd. Tbrahim al-Dibaji & Hamid Sidgi, Tehran, Daftar-e Nadr-e Mirét-e
Maktiib, 1378/1999, 423 p. T

La premitre section de I’ Opus Magnum du grand disciple de Mir Damad, Qutb al-Din
Agkevarl, appelé aussi Sarif Lahiji (m. enire 1088/1677-8 et 1095/1683-4}, de qui P’on
connait aussi le célebre Tafsir-e Qur’dn-e Sarif, éd. Muhaddit Urmawi, Téhéran, 1363/1984,
4 vol. 11 a écrit sa monumentale « Histoire de la Sagesse » en trois parties. Cette premidre
section va d’Adam & I’avénement de U'lslam et concerne principalement les philosophes
paiens de I'Inde, de la Perse, de I'Egypte et de la Gréce. La seconde section est consacrée aux
philosophes musulmans depuis les débuts jusqu’a V'époque de A, ; la troisidéme section
concerne la vie et les dits des douze imams. De cet ouvrage majeur On ne disposait que
d'ane vieille édition lithographiée pratiquement illisible puisque bourrée d’erreurs de
toutes sortes. La présente &dition critique, trés soignée, fruit d’un travail de presque trente
années, a été établie sur la base de plusieurs manuscrits. La parution de I’édition critique des
deux autres sections est également annoncée. Plusieurs indices. On déplore I'absence d’une
bibliographie. M.AAM.
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417. MIR DAMAD. Tagwim al-iman ; Sayyid Ahmad al-"ALAWL. Sarhubu:
Kasf al-haqa’iq; Mulla ‘Ali NURL Ta'ligat. Fd. “Ali Awjabi, Daftar-e Nar-e
Mirat-e Maktiib & Mo'asese-ye Motile'at-e Eslami, Tehran, 1376/1 998, 849 p.

Voici enfin édité le Tagwim al-iman (appelé aussi Taqwim al-hikma al-fmaniyya ou
encore al-Taghihat wa l-t2qwimat) du grand philosophe d’Isfahan safavide, Muhammad
Baqir Mir Damad. Ce texte monumental, constituant une présentation magistrale d’un cursus
complet de philosophie tel que I'entendait « le Troisiéme Maitre », est sans doute une ceuvre
majeure de ce dernier, au méme titre que les Qabasat, al-Ufq al-mubin et Halsat al-malakit. 11
comprend un long chapitre introductif sur la définition, la nature et les objets de Ia philoso-
phie, un chapitre sur la Logique, deux grands chapitres sur la Meétaphysique et enfin un
dernier chapitre consacré aux théories de la connaissance. Le livre contient également le
commentaire du plus grand exégéte de la pensée de Mir Damad, le disciple et gendre de
celui-ci Sayyid Ahmad *Alawi 2 qui I’on doit également plusieurs autres commentaires des
écrits du Maitre (Sarh al-Qabasat ~ cet ouvrage est maintenant édité ; voir le cr. n°® 405,
*Alawi ~, Sarh al-Imadat wa’l-tasrifat, Sarh-e a‘ar-¢ awwal-e Jadawat). Enfin, les gloses de
Mulla ‘Al b. Jam$id al-Nuri, un des plus grands philosophes shiites du 13%719° s. ajoutent
4 Pimportance du livre. L’introduction de I’éditeur est excellente. L’édition critique des
textes, fondée sur plusieurs manuscrits, est trés soignée ; le travail est d’autant plus
méritoire que le style et la langue de Mir Damad, comme il est connu, sont des plus abstrus.
Six indices, un glossaire et une bibliographie. M.AAM.
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Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Boris A. Rosenfeld, Mathematicians, astronomers and other scholars

of Islamic civilization and their works (7th-19th ¢.), Istanbul 2003, pp. . (4 %,
iSAM KTP.91191 '

e

1093. MUHAMMAD BAKIR ASTARABADI DAMAD

Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir ibn Shams al-Din Husayni Astarabadi Isfahant Damad (d. 1630) was known by the
name "al-Mu’allim al-thalith" (Third Teacher - after Aristotle and al-Farabi No 180); from Astarabad, studied
in Mashhad, worked in Isfahan under Safawid Shah “Abbas [, (1587-1629); died in Naja. He authored works
in theology, philosophy, and other sciences.

See: GAL? (11 579), MAMS (I1 594), PL (I 1136), PL2 (1343-1345); Browne [6] (256-257, 428-429).
Al. Treatise on Astronomy (Risala fi'l-hay*a) - Rampur (I 425).
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