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Derman, Mustafa Ugur (4. Banduma, 1935).
Turkish calligrapher, marbler and connoisseur. He
attended high school at Haydarpagsa Lisesi and then
graduated from the School of Pharmacology in the
Faculty of Medicine at Istanbul University. He
worked as a pharmacist until 1977, when he became
the direcror of the Tiirkpetrol Foundation, a posi-
tion he held until 2007. Derman studied calligra-
phy and the arts of the book with many of the
leading experts in Istanbul, including Mahir Iz,
Sitheyl Unver, Macid Ayral, Halim Ozyazic1 and
NECMEDDIN OKYAY, often said to have been the last
_representative of the Ottoman - tradition of béok
arts. Derman received his license to practice in
1380/1960 following the traditional Ottoman sys-
tem by replicating a copy (22gfid) of a quatsain in
nasta‘liq (Turk. 22%ig) by the Safavid expert Mir
‘MaD. In the fall of 1985 he joined the faculty of
Maimara University and Mimar Sinan University
(formerly the State Academy of Fine Arts), where
formal instruction in calligraphy was reinstituted in
1936 after Araturk had abolished in the Arabic
alphaber in Turkey in 1928. Derman is considered
- the foremost expert on calligraphy in Turkey.

WRITINGS

with H. A. Goksoy: Tiirk sanatinda ebrii [The Turkish art of
marbling] (Istanbul, 1977)

with N. C. Cetin: Iildm kitltiir mirdsinda bat sanzati (Istanbul,
1992)

The Art of Calligraphy in the Llamic Heritage, with historical
introduction by N. Cetin, ed. E. Ihsanoglu, Eng. trans, by
M, Zakariya (Istanbul, 1998)

Letters in Gold: Ottoman Calligraphy from the Sakep Sabance
Collection, Istanbul (exh. cat., New York, Met.; Los Angeles,
County Mus. A.; Cambridge, MA, Sackler Mus,; 1998-2000)

Masterpieces of Otioman Calligraphy from the Sakrp Sabance
Musenm (Istanbul, 2004)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

M. Ugur Derman 65. yas armagani/M. Ugur Derman Festschrift:
Papers Presented on ihe Occasion of his Sixty-fifth Birthday,
ed. I. C. Schick (Istanbul, 2000) [includes complete bibli-
ography of 305 works, mostly in Turkish; an interview wich
him, and 36 articles in Turkish, English and French about
calligraphy] '

S. 8. Blair: Llemic Calligraphy (Edinburgh, 2006), pp. 597-8
and fig, 13.4

Devagiri [Deogiri]. See DauLaraBan.

Dhaka [Dacea]. Capital of Bangladesh, located
abour 160 km above the mouths of the Ganges River
on the northern bank of the Buriganga River (known
to Muslim historians as the Dulai River). The city
gained ascendancy in the 17th century as a provincial
capital of the Mughal Empire.

1. History. II. Buildings.

L History. Dhaka was part of the ancient region
of Vanga, Its earliest history is unclear, but terracotra

pe T VIVIMLANDIKTAN
e JOKUMAN

Dalete e

oyoetb Dhaka

plaques with seated Buddha images as well as post-
Gupta-period gold coins (Dhaka, N. Mus. Bangla-
desh) of the 7th—8th centuries discovered at Savar, 25
km to the north of Dhaka, indicate the antiquity of

local settlements. In the 13th century the area was -

brought under the sultans of Delhi, who wete then
replaced by the independent sultans of Bengal in the
14th century. The settdement of Muslims in Dhaka is
arrested by two stone inscriptions, one recording the
building of Binar Bibi's mosqué in 1457 and the
other of a gate in 1459, The earliest known mention
of the name “Dhaka” is in an Arabic inscription
dared 1460 from Birbhum in West Bengal, India,
which records the construction of a mosque by Ulugh
Ajelka Khan, son of the Chief Controller of Dhaka.
Other references ro Dhaka are found in Mughal his-
toties of Delhi and Bengal, for example “Abu’l-Fazl’s
Akbarndma and Mirza Nathan's Baharistan-i Ghaybi,
as well as early European travelers’ accounts.

Though the emperor Akbar conquered Bengal in
1576, local zamindars (landholdess) conrinued to defy
Mughal authority. In 1608 Musa Khan, the zamindar
of the Dhaka region, was defeated by the Mughal gov-
ernor Islam Khan, who subsequently moved the pro-
vincial capital from Rajmahal in Bihar o Dhaka,
renaming it Jahangirnagar after the reigning Delhi
monarch. From 1639 to 1659 the capiral was tempo-
rarily re-established at Rajmahal. At the dlose of the
centyry Dhaka was a major commercial and adminis-
trative center, particulzsly well known for its fine cot-
ton muslin. In 1717 the nawabs of Bengal moved the
capital to Murshidabad, and the population of Dhaka
dwindled. As the formunes of the nawabs declined, the
East India Company became a new power. In 1858
Queen Vicrorid’s Proclamarion brought all the territo-
ries held by the Company (including Dhaka) under
the administration of the British government. After
the partition of the subcontinent and the indepen-
dence of India and Pakistan in 1947, Dhaka became
the capital of Pakistan’s eastern wing. In 1971 East
Pakistan formed the independent nation of Bangla-
desh, and Dhaka became the new nation’s capital.

I. Buildings. The earliest dated monument in
Dhaka is Binat Bibi’s mosque (1457), Though rebuilt,
enlarged and plastered over, the mosque retains, on
one side, the curved cornice and paraper that are
typical of pre-Mughal architecture (see ARCHITEC-
TURE, §VI, A, 3). There are numerous archirectural
remains from the Mughal period in and around-
Dhaka. The mosques are generally square, single-
domed structures or have a single aisle broken into
three domed bays. They are built of brick, their exter-
nal surfaces plastered and articulated with rectangu-
lar panels. The straight cornices are generally
decorated with merlons; domes are raised on drums.
‘The Mughal mosques thar remin their original
appearance include the Lalbagh Fort mosque (begun
1649, restorations 1780), the mosque and tomb of
Haji Khwaja Shahbaz (1679), the Satgumbad mosque
(mid- to late 17th cenrury) and the mosque of Khan
Muhammad Mridha (1679).

The Grove Encyclopedia 'of Islamic Art and Architecture, c.II, edit. Jonathan Bloom,
Sheila Blair, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009. ISAM DN. 264048
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India’s early dynasties and most prominent rulers. This excavation of India’s ancient history
forms the central theme of the book and is seen as possibly the Society’s greatest and most
enduring achievement.

For all the intrinsic interest of the material and the clarity of the writing, Professor K ejariwal’s
book suffers from a complaint common to many institutional histories. In taking us through the
history of the Asiatic Society year by year, it at times reads like an annual report, subjecting us to
unnecessary and repetitive detail or picking up an issue introduced, but then abandoned, at some
earlier stage in the narrative. But this methodical approach — in some ways reminiscent of the
Society itself — has its compensations. One is that it brings home to the reader the often
precarious existence of the Society, which, for all its retrospective glory, was often uncertain
whether it would find a publisher for its researches and which several times, faced with falling
membership and dwindling funds, came close to extinction. It is no less illuminating to see how
many blind alleys the Society pursued and how wildly speculative and fanciful were many of the
ideas thrown up by even its ablest members. By arguing for a common origin for Sanskrit, Greek
and Latin, and in identifying Megasthenes’s Palibothra with Pataliputra (present-day Patna),
Sir William Jones created a potentially dangerous precedent by which hasty scholarship made
random connections between India and ancient Europe on the basis of some superficial
similarity in a name or a custom. Jones himself was certainly not free from this taint, but others,
like Francis Wilford and Reuben Burrow, were even more culpable. Wilford was easily duped by
the textual interpolations of his pundits into believing that ancient India had anticipated many
Western ideas while Burrow confidently announced to the Society in 1804 that **Stonehenge is
evidently one of the temples of Boodh” and that “the Druids of Britain were Brahmans . ..
beyond the least shadow of doubt™. It is as well that we are reminded of the fallibility of those
early scholars as well as their more lasting achievements, if only because their errors are
particularly revealing about the limitations of the methods they employed and the diverse
motives from which they operated.

The motivation behind the Society and its members’ researches is, as the concluding chapter
makes clear, Professor Kejariwal's ultimate concern in this book. He reacts strongly to the view,
epitomized and popularized by Edward Said’s recent study of Orientalism, that men like Jones
and organizations like the Asiatic Society of Bengal were agents of an unfolding imperialism,
seeking to know Asia the better to subordinate and to exploit it. It is argued here that in fact the
connections between the East India Company administration and the Asiatic Society were never
very close. Although most of its members were in the Company’s service and despite Warren

Hastings’ initial interest, official patronage was rarely extended to their scholarly endeavours.
The government did little to help the Society even on the rare occasions when it asked for
assistance. It is the author’s firm conviction that “the world of scholarship and the world of
administration during this period were worlds apart and not necessarily complementary to each
other” (p. 226). 1t is a conclusion which the book as a whole goes a long way towards endorsing,
but it is not entirely convincing. Professor Kejariwal gives an excellent account of the Society’s
evolution. The book is well worth reading for that reason alone. But he fails, regrettably, to probe
much deeper. He declines, largely because he sees it from the outset as an irrelevance, to examine
the Asiatic Society in relation to the political needs and developing ideologies of the time. He is
content to chronicle the scholars’ labours and to itemize their findings without ever attempting
to be more critical about the ways in which their researches, however arcane and sometimes
fanciful, served none the less to inform imperial attitudes and policies, and to create a particular
idea (or set of ideas) about India, its people and its past. He fails to distinguish intention from
effect and in so doing compartmentalizes colonial knowledge to an unconvincing degree. Itisa
useful book and a well-written one; but in the end it lacks the insight that would have made it

into an outstanding one.

DAVID ARNOLD
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DACCA: A STUDY IN URBAN HISTORY AND DEVELOP
: 1 O] MENT. By SHARIF UDDIN AHMED. (Lond
Studies on South Asia, 4.) pp. xii, 266, 8 pl., 4 maps. London, Curzon Press, 1986. §112f150(?n

~ Dr Ahmed bggms his history in 1840, when Dhaka’s decline seemed irremediable, and ends it
in 188_5, whgn 1ts revival seemed well-established. Then as now its prosperity depénded on it
admnmstra}we importance. Its decline began in 1716, when Nawab Murshid Quli Kha:
removed his admnp:strative headquarters to Murshidabad. The competition of British machine-
Hmade cotton textiles rujned v«(hat remained of its economic life. In 1824 Bishop Heber saw
a;r:ievrictli)éstlg]:a(vivurzﬁk ?f 1tsda‘nc_1cnt 'granc_ieur". quever, the thrust of British administrative -
fevivil of s l{antérirgaf::.mto a regional capital again, and prosperity brought a limited
Ah.med' analyses the social context as well as the admin] i i i
transition. Shia dominance ended in 1843 with the death of Ir:;::::;véhzzsi:xsdgfnﬁl:ll:iggcgisnﬁf
dominance came instead with the dynasty established by Khwaja Alimullah, a Ka;shmir'
merc}}anl who .became a substantial landholder. His son, Khwaja Abdul G,hani took ;
promunent part in new-style public causes, notably in paying for a waterworks: the Briti,sh made
him a Nawab in 1875. It was in the audience hall of his palace that his grandson, Nawab Sir
Sahmu}[ah, was h9st to the bigwigs who founded the Muslim League in 1906 asscrti,ng loyalty to
the British as their gafeguard against the demands of the Congress party %or a reprcseilllat);ve
system t.hat would bring Hindu majority rule. The growth of an influential Hindu middle class in
Dhaka is {mothef process traced by Ahmed. Kenneth Jones has shown how Bengali Hindus
accompamed British rule across northern India, as officials, lawyers and schoolteachers,
!‘oundmg branches of the reformist Brahmo Samaj as they went. Ahmed reveals a similar proces;
in .Dhaka. A branch of the Brahmo Samaj was established there in 1846 by Babu Broja Sundar
M'nra, who became Deputy Collector of the city. Schools and colleges were also established, and
Hindu bc_)ys ﬁockefi_ to them. But a Muslim madrasa was only opened in 1874. '
Ther’e is mlfc.h of interest in this book, although one may raise an eyebrow occasionally at the

authorA s uncritical enthusiasm. When describing the network of mahalla panchayats, or local
committees, he tells us that they fostered a “‘community spirit”, because *“*all coutd pani’cipate in
thglr de_hberatlons" (p. .17). But washermen, coolies and sweepers surely never dared raise their
voices in such gatherings. More realistically he also suggests that the function of these
Institutions was to reinforce the authority of local personages. However, the gloom of the under-
cxpogcd ‘photognjaphic reproductions tends to counteract Ahmed’s Panglossian approach
Spelling is sometimes a problem, and purists may wince at **‘mooktars” (p. 41) or “koonkl;cs" ( i
45). Ahg}cd states that he deliberately adopted the old spelling of Dacea “for obvious his‘luricgl-
reasons” (p. ix). No valid historical reasons have presented themselves to this rcvicw‘cr,

KENNETH BALLHATCHET

CRIME, JUSTICE AND SOCIETY IN COLONIAL SRI LANKA. By JoHN D. RoGErs. (London Studies on

South Asia, No. 5.) pp. x, 271, 7 maps. Riverdale, Maryl: i ; ;
The Congon Press ooy L T p » Maryland, The Riverdale Company; London,

The study of crime is one of the less popular academic bywa i
va}uable h’_ght on sociological queslionsI:ale:ich are now one gf thisz,lc?;;t:rtnrigag;aﬁ;sg;;asl'}t{l::r:c:
this book is called Crime, Justice and Society.in Colonial Sri Lanka. It concerns chiefly the: period
1860'.1 905, when the colonial administration was at its most confident, and is in fact confined to
the S_.mhalesc‘ areas of the island, i.e. to the general exclusion of the Northern and Eastern
provinces. WlthmA these bounds, Dr Rogers makes a specific study of three particular kinds of
crime: cat.tle-slealmg, homicide, and riot, and adds general observations on the administration
o(]usucc_m the Lankan ambience. He suggests that British justice did not strike Lankans as
properly just or moral, but that they found they could use the courts as they used spirits or
demons, as amoral sources of power which responded more or less predictably to specific modes
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DACCA, in Bengali, Dhaka (literally, “the con-
c‘z:i:‘}? of chscure application here), a city of East
Bengal, now the capital of Bangladesh.

Daccea is situated in lat. 23" 43" N, long. 90" 25'E.,
at the head of waterways and about 160 km/100
miles upstream from the Bay of Bengal, in a region
of flooded plains and rivers brought about by the
junction nearby of such mighty rivers as the Brah-
maputrza, the Ganges and the Meghna. The city’s
position, in a region of rich alluvial seil and plentiful
water supplies, with a consequent dense population,
have alt through history given it 2 prominent posi-.
tion within Bengal. The Hindu capital was at Vikra-
mapura, then favourably situated on the Dhaleshwart
river, where the line of old fordficatdon can stll be
seen, but more important are the tomb and mosque
(buile 888/1483) of Baba Adam Shahid, a pioneer
Muslim saint. Sondrgion on the Meghna river was
the early Muslim capital, which was famous for the
seminary of Shaykh Sharf al-Din Abt Tawwama, a
Hanalff jurist and traditionist of great renown in the
7th/13th century, for the lively court maintained by
the romantic Sultan Ghiyath al-Din A'zam Shah in
the late 8th/14th century, and for the fine muslin
industry through the period. The place is full of
ruined tombs, mosques and inscriptions, the most
famous being the tomb of A‘zam Shah and the
remains of the Khangah of Shaykh Muhammad
Yisuf, who emigrated from Persia in the 8th/15th
century. Later the local rebel chief Isa Khan made
Sonargaon and its neighbourhood his headquarters,
hut the town was destroyed in 1017/1608 by the

Mughal soldiery under Shaykh Islam Khan Chishe.
The temporary Mughal camp, which was located in
the old Thana of Dhakabazi, came to be developed
as the new Mughal capital of the sitba of Bengal under
the name of Jahangirnagar, after the reigning Mughal
emperor Jahangtr.

The capital city stood on the northern bank of
the Burigangi, the river Duldy of the Muslim histo-
rians, about 14 km/8 miles above its confluence with
the DhaleshwarT and far away from the recurring
foods. It was well protected against the raids of the
Arakanese Maghs and the Portuguese pirates in the
11th/17th century by a system of river fortresses,
which still survive at Munshiganj, Narayanganj and
Sonakanda. The Mughal city spread out bevond
the Hindu localities, well-laid with gardens, palaces,
markets, mosques and minarets, which are all associ-
ated with the names of the Mughal officers. Of the
princely governors Shah Shuja’, the ill-fated brother
of the Mughal emperor Awrangzib, and Muhammad
A'zam, the laiter’s son, had a great reputation in
Eastern India. From their time have been inherited
the Bafa Katra (the great market quadrangle), the
‘Idgih and the fort of Awrangabid. commonly
called Lal Bagh, the last still showing its terraced
walls, bastions, gateways, a mosque and a beautiful
mausoleum (partly in marble) of Bibi Pari, one of
the wives of Muhammad A'zam. Of the other gov-
ernors, Mir Jumla is better known for his conquest of
Assam, and Shayista Khan for his twenty-five years’
service in Bengal, his final conquest of Chatgaon
in 107671666, his lavishly kept harem, and above
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. DOKUMANTASYON weRkEZi
"THE HISTORIC MOSQUE:S'MQEWQACCA
Dacca is at presentthe second town of Bengal. Butit
held no secondary position under the great Mughal Emper-
~ors. ' Right from its foundation it remained their capital of
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa for nearly one hundred years.
Dacca, therefore, played an important part not only in
the history of Bengal but also in that of India. 1t is
sad, however, that this great historie city should have
received scant treatment from historians and archolo-
gists. F. B. Bradley-Birt, writing on this great eastern
stronghold of Mughal administration, remarks: ‘ So
little is known, so little there is that can be rescued from
the limbo of the past, that one turns aside baffled, foiled in
the attempt to wring from that great city the countless
mysteries that lie hidden deep within her heart.”

Remnants of Mughal administration are still to be found
in its time-worn palaces, its crumbling mosques, 1its
tottering monuments and ruined turrets. * But even
in its decay the charm of the city remains. Neither time
nor the vandal hand of man can rob it of the wonder and
romance of its many vicissitudes, and the great memories
that for all time remain its own.”

We do not meet with Dacca in either the ancient his-
tories or the Aini-Akbari. Dacea first appears
in history during the Mughal period. It was found-
ed in the year 1608 by Shaikh .© Aldu’ddin Chishti

Farfigi I‘tizad-ud-Daulah Nawéab Islam Khan, Viceroy

of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa under the Emperor Jehangir.
At once it became the capital of Bengal and remained so
until 1702 when Kartalab Khan, the favourite Diwan of the
Emperor Aurangzeb for the eastern provinces, -quarrelled
with Prince ‘Azimu’sh-Shan, the then vicerov, and trans-
ferred the revenue and judicial offices to Makhs(isibad
(afterwards known as Murshiddbad). The Prince, too,
had to transfer his headquarters soon after under stern
orders from the Emperor. Dacca was also known as

1933 0%

1983, THE HISTORIC MOSQUES OF .DACCA 825,

‘ Jahdngirnagar ” in honour of the monarch reigning at
the time of its foundation. L S

There still exist in Dacca eleven historic m-os'qaéjs'..i‘iﬂ"
which the hand of the Mughal can be undoubtedly perceiv-

ed. They are :—

'I. The Mosque of Islaim Khan. _
I1. The Mosque of Hayat, the merchant.
~ ITL. The Mosque of HAajji Shah Béz.
IV. The Mosque at Churihatta.
V. The Mosque of Nawah Shéista Khan., . -
VI. The Mosque of Khan Muhammad Murdha. - -
VII. The Mosque at Lal Bagh. ‘
VIII. The Mosque at the Chowk.
IX. The Mosque at Begum Bazar.
X. The Mosque of Khwajah Ambar.
XI. The Mosque with seven domes.

I. Tae MosQUE oF Ispam Kua,

The place where Islim Khin (Viceroy of Bengal,
1608-13) built his palace on founding Dacca was named
‘“ Islampar ” after him, andis so known to the present
day. There does not remain, however, any trace of this
viceregal palace.

Islim Khéan also built a. mosque near his palaceand it
still stands in a lane (Lane of A‘ishiq Jama‘dar) of that
quarter (Isldimptr). This mosque is rightly considered to
be the oldest existing monument of the Mughals at Dacca.
It is surmounted by three cupolas and is of a type of
architecture earlier than, and different from, that of the
* Shaista Khani” mosques. Some vandal has demolished
the. plate or stone bearing the inseription. The mosque is
now in the care of the Muhammadans of the locality, and-
prayers are offered in it regularly. :

"TII. TaE MosQUE oF HavaT KHAN, THE MERCHANT.

This mosque is a few paces south of the bridge at
Narandia—a locality in the eastern part of the city—and
was erected by a local merchant named Hayét in A. H.
1074 (cirea 1664 A.D.). - The bridge, too, was built by -
this merchant. ~ -~ o ‘ ' o
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cdgeable in foreign affairs of his generation—was
appointed to succeed Bunnag. Devawongse rapidly
modernized the ministry, enforcing regular office
hours in new government quarters rather than car-
rying on business from his home, as was the tradi-
tional practice, and adopting all the niceties and
formalities of Western diplomatic practice.

As foreign minister at a time when Western im-
perialif;m was at its peak and Siam’s neighbors were
coming under colonial control, Devawongse abided
by a few simple general principles that worked in
the end to maintain Siam’s independence: to per-
suade the powers that Siam was, or soon would be,
a modern, civilized nation; to gain Siam’s rulers a
status equal to that of other world monarchs; to
play strictly by the rules of international law and
diplomacy; and, in the dangerous world of Great
Power politics, to court Britain’s goodwill and be-
nevolent protection but at the same time to evenly
balance French and British interests. He weathered
the dangerous Franco-Siamese Paknam Incident of
1893 and carried through to successful completion
negotiations with the French and British that ended
territorial and security threats to the kingdom by
1909. His final years in office were devoted to at-
tempts to end foreign extraterritoriality and the un-
equal treaties that continued to infringe upon Siam’s
sovereignty, but he died in 1923, shortly before the
culmination of these efforts in 1925.

[See also Mongkut; Chulalongkorn; Bunnag Fam-
ily; Phrakhlang; Paknam Incident; and Vajiravudh.]

Chandran Jeshurun, The Contest for Siam, 1889-1902
(1977). David K. Wyatt, The Politics of Reform in Thai-
land (1969) and Thailand: A Short History (1984).

Davip K. WyaTtT

DEVKOTA, LAXMIPRASAD (1909-1959), Ne-
pali poet and essayist who imtiated his country’s
twentieth-century literary renascence. His major
works, based on both mythology and contemporary
life and often focusing attention on Nepal’s social
and political problems, include the epic Nepali sha-
kuntala, the present-day romance S#lochana, and
many collections of short lyrics.

David Rubin, Nepali Visions, Nepali Dreams: The Po-
etry of Laxmiprasad Devkota (1980). Davip RUBIN

DEWANTARA, KI HADJAR (1889-1959),
also known as Soewardi Soeryaningrat, was the
grandson of Paku Alam IIT of Yogyakarta. In his
youth Dewantara was a radical journalist for De
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Express and Persatoen Hindia and active in the Budi
Utomo, Sarekat Islam, and Indische Partij. In 1913
he became secretary of the Komite Bumi Putra, call-
ing for a boycott of the centennial celebrations of
the liberation of Holland from France. After being
exiled he went to Holland (1913-1919), where he
edited Hindia Poctra. On his return he became
chairman of the Nationaal Indische Partij. In 1922
he founded the first Taman Siswa school in Yog-
yakarta. He was the first Indonesian minister of ed-
ucation (1945). [See also Taman Siswa.]

S. P. Scherer, Harmony and Dissonance: Early Na-
tionalist Thought in Java (1975). C. van Diyk

DHAKA (Dacca), capital of Bangladesh, 1s cen-
trally located in the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta re-
gion. Founded as a Mughal garrison town in 1610,
Dhaka became a provincial capital and an active
river port. Trade in fine muslins and silks attracted
both Indian and European merchants to the city.
Dhaka’s rulers adorned the city with buildings and
gardens, and their courts were centers of learning
and art, By the end of the seventeenth century the
city’s size had increased greatly. Estimates of the
population at that time vary between four hundred
thousand and one million.

In 1702 the Mughal governor transferred his
court to Murshidabad. [See Murshidabad.] This
event, followed by a steady decline in the Indian
textile trade and a series of famines, reduced Dha-
ka’s population to a few thousand by the mid-1800s.
Under the (British) East India Company (1765~
1858) and British imperial rule (1858-1947), Dhaka
was extended and improved. From 1905 10 1912,
during the temporary partition of Bengal, Dhaka
was the capital of the newly created Province of
Eastern Bengal and Assam. From 1947 to 1971
Dhaka was the capital of the eastern wing of Pak-
istan. The city expanded, with new districts for busi-
ness, housing, and administration, and with a
variety of educational and artistic institutions.
Meanwhile, East Pakistani discontent with the dom-
inance of West Pakistan had found its strongest
expression in Dhaka. After the resulting struggle for
independence in 1971, Dhaka became the capital of
the new nation of Bangladesh. An active adminis-
trative, commercial, and cultural center, Dhaka to-
day supports a population of more than three mil-
lion.

[See also Bangladesh; Pakistan; Assam; and
Bengal.]
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. HUSAYN SHAH LANGAH I — HUSAYN] DALAN

Langah abdicated in favour of his son Firtiz, a disso-
lute and worthless youth, who was poiscned by the
prime minister ‘Imid al-Mulk to avenge the death
of his son Bildl whom Firiiz had executed. Husayn
resumed the reins of power and in his turn avenged
the death of his son by executing ‘Imid al-Mulk, On
the death of Buhldl Ladl in 895/1489 he sent his
condolences to his son and successor Sikandar Ladi
and concluded a treaty of peace with him, thus
putting an end to the designs of Shaykh Yisuf, the
pretender to the throne of Multin.

A cultured and accomplished man, Husayn Lan-
gah promoted education and learning by erecting
colleges staffed by such eminent scholars as the
brothers “Abd Allah and ®Aziz Allah of Tulariba,
a small village near Multin. A contemporary of
Diam Nizam al-Din alias Ninda, the ruler of Thaffa,
he was on very good terms with him and both the
rulers often exchanged gifts and presents. He died
in go8/1502 after a rule of 36 years.
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A‘ HUSAYN SHAH LANGAH II, son of MARMOD

ANGAH (reg. 904/1498-g-—931/1524-5), the ruler of
Multin, was still a minor when he succeeded to the
throne on the death of his father in 931/1524-25.
Taking advantage of the ruler’s minority and prompt-
ed by Babur fg.2.], Husayn Shih Arghin [g.v.], the
tuler of Sind, set out against Multan. Mahmid
Langah marched out to defend his kingdom, but
while he was only ore or two stages away from his
capital he suddenly died, poisoned, it was believed,
by Langaf Khin Langih, the commander of ‘his
army, who later deserted to Husayn Shih Arghin.
Husayn Langah, a boy of only three who had been
proclaimed king, was protected by the regent and
prime minister, Shudja® al-Mulk Bukhari, a son-in-
law of Mabmiid Langih, who decided to resist Husayn
Shih Arghtin, and against the advice of his com-
manders, decided to stand a siege which dragged on
for more than a year. The city, after suffering a
terrible famine and untold misery, vividly described
by both Nizam al-Din and Firishta, fell to the in-
vader in932/1526. The young ruler was taken Pprisoner,
his uncle Shudja® al-Mulk Bukhiri was insulted and
tortured to death; the famished inhabitants were
ruthlessly massacred and those who escaped the
sword were indiscriminately taken prisoner. These
included the well-known scholar of the day Shaykh
Sa“d Altah Lahori and his aged father, both eye-
witnesses of the great siege. Multan was annexed to
Sind and one Kh"idja Shams al-Din Mahiini was
appointed governor, who was shortly afterwards
removed by the traitor Langaf Khan, who in his turn
was replaced by Mirza Kamran, the second son of
Babur. The independence of Multin was lost for
ever and it became, shortly afterwards, a dependency
of the Mughal empire,
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T SAYNABAD, called Husaynibad the Great
(busurg), is to be distinguished from two other
Murshidabad district and the other in the 24 Parganas.
Husaynibid the Great was a town, now in the Malda
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Shah, Firtiz Shah and Mahmad Shah I11*The name
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was later re-named by Husayn Shah as Husaynabad
Husayn Shiah’s reign, Husaynabad the Great also
appears to have been the capital of the western
eastern region was probably Mufazzamibid (near
Mymensingh). :
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city of Dacca, seems to have been originally buiit in
1052/1642 by one Sayyid Murad during Prince
although himself a Sunni, was eager to preserve
and patronize Shi®a institutions. The tradition is that
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