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Daghestan during the Long Ottoman

CHAFPTER 5

(1578-—1639): The Shamkhals' Relations with
Ottoman Pashas

Dariusz Kotodzigjcayk

There is some question as to whether we can call Daghestan during the early
modern period a legitimate political unit. Firstly, Daghestan was strongly de-
centralized and consisted of numerous lordships, of which the shamkhalate
(also called the shevkalaie or shaulhalate) of the Kumyks (Qomugs) was the
strongest, but its authority over the smaller units was by no means indisput-
able.! Secondly, the inhabitants of the region referred to themselves by various
tribal names rather than as Daghestanis. Thirdly, the suzerainty over Daghes-
tan was claimed by neighboring monarchs, namely the Safavid shahs, the Mus-
covite tsars after 1568,2 and the Otteman sultans after 15782 Finally, Derbent,
the largest fortress and trade center assaciated today with the name Daghestar,

1 Forastandard English language stady describing the political mosaic of the regiom, see wil-
lem Flear, “Who were the Shamkhal and the Usmi?,” Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlin-
dischen Gesellschaft 160 (2010 341381 Although very useful, it contains many details that
call for scrutiny.

2 Inig68, the sharnkhal sent his grandson to Moscow to serve as an hanorary hostage (@rnanat}
and declared through his envoys to Tsar Ivan Iv that he “wished to be under his will” (*kho-
chet byt v ego vole"); see Jtorifa Dagestana [Histary of Daghestan], vol. 1, ed. Vladlen
Gadzhiev et al. {Moscow, 1987, 283.

3 Asaresult of the victorious Oftornan campaigi of 1578, Shirvan and Derbent { Demiir Kapu)
were added to the sultan’s intitulatio and remained there even for some time after the Treaty
of Qasr-e Shirin/Zuhab (1639), which formally zestored Caspian provinces to Safavid Iran; in
the ahdname sent to Poland in February 1623 Daghestan was also listed among the sultan’s
domairns, aithough Shirvan and Derbent were in turn absent; cf. the intituiatios of Ottoman
ahdnames sent to Poland in the years 1591, 1597, 1598, 1607 {only Shirvan listed), 1623, and
1640, in Dariusz Kolodziejczyk, Ottoman-Polish Diplomatic Relatians (i5th—Sth Century). An
Annotated Edition of ‘Abdnames and Other Docunents (Leiden, 2000), 17, 285 303, 314 330,
289, and 459. Shirvan and Derbent (Demiir Kapu) are also listed in the sultanic intifulatio in
the first Ottoman capitulations granted to the Duatch in 1512 See Alexander de Groot, The

Ottoman Emplre and the Dutch Republic. A History of the Eurliest Diplomatic Relations
1610-1630 (Leiden and Istanbal, 1978) 234- 1 3 4 L
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