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Braxnon M. WHEELER

Dagh Dlhlaw Navab Mirza
Khan -

Dagh (lit., scar, stain, mark, sorrow)
is the nom de plume (fakhallus) of Navab
Mirza Khan Dihlavi, originally called
Ibrahim, a pre-eminent modern Urdu
poet. He was the son of Navab Shams
al-Din Khan of Jhirka Firtzpiir—who
belonged to the aristocratic Lohara family,
to which: the great poet Ghalib (d. 1869)
was also""related by marriage—and Vazir
Begam (usually called Chhot1 Begam).
Navab Mirza Khan was born in Chandni
Chawk, Delhi, on 12 Dha I-Hijja 1246/25
May 1831 (see his horoscope in Falva-y:
Diagh, 9). In 1837, his father was hanged
by the British and his property confiscated,
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DAGH DIHLAVT, NAVAB MIRZA KHAN

for suspected complicity in the murder,
in 1835, of Sir Williamn Fraser, then the
Resident of Delhi. In 1844, Navab Mirza
Khan moved to Rampiir because of the
influence of his aunt, ‘Umda Khanam,
who was in the farim of the local ruler,
Navab Yusuf ‘All Khan (d. 1865). There,
he studied Persian with Mawlavi Ghiyath
al-Din. In 1844, his mother remarried: her
new husband, Mirza Muhammad Sultan
Fath al-Mulk, known as Mirza Fakhri
(d. 1856), was son and heir apparent of
the last Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah
Zafar (r. 1837-58). Navab Mirza Khan
joined his mother at the Red Fort, seat
of the Mughal court, and received a royal
upbringing and education. He pursued his
study of Persian and learned calligraphy
from Sayyid Muhammad Panja Kash (d.
1857) and Mirza ‘Ibad Allah Beg (Ghulam
Muhammad, Tadhkira-yi  ki*‘ushnavishan,
Calcutta 1910, 71-3). He also learnt
horsemanship and the use of various arms,
but, above all, his sojourn in the Red Fort
brought him into contact with the famous
poets of the day, who assembled in the
Fort for the musha‘irat (poetry contests).
This environment was conducive to the
development of his aptitude for poetry
(he is said to have composed his first
couplet at the age of ten). He began to
write ghazals in Urdu, and the renowned
Urdu poet Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim
Dhawq (d. 1854) took him him on as his
pupil: Dhawq’s tutorship lasted from 1844
to 1854, and, during this period, Dagh
took part in mushdrdt in both the Fort and
the city. Fath al-Mulk’s death, on 10 July
1856, forced Dagh to leave the Fort.
About ten months later came the great
revolt of 1857, which began as a mutiny
of sipahis, Indian soldiers in the service
of the East India Company’s army, on
10 May 1857, in the town of Meerut, and
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