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Paola Carusi

Universita di Roma ‘La Sapienza’, Rome

An alchemical Arabic treatise alternatively en-
titled Miftih al-hikma, Miftah jannat al-khuld,
Sirr al-asrar and Sirr al-sdrr wa-sirr al-asrar
is attributed in its manuscripts to two different
authors: al-Izniqi and Jabir b. Hayyan. In this
article I briefly discuss some characteristic as-
pects of the treatise and its significance for the
history of alchemy. These aspects include its
ancient and important sources, such as the
Mushaf al-jama’'a (Turba philosophorum) and
the Kitdb al-Habib, and its connection with
the tradition of the artists and the activity of
the workshop and laboratory, which first
comes to the fore in Greek alchemy and later
in Islamic alchemy. Furthermore, the work in-
cludes references to alchemical physical the-
ories in which the influence of Islamic
theology may perhaps be traced. This article,
which summarises the results of investigations
carried out over the last few years, could be
considered as a kind of introduction to the edi-
tion and translation of the text currently in pro-
gress.

Key words: Jabir b. Hayyan, Sirr, Miftah, al-
chemy, Mu‘tazilite theology.

El tratado 4rabe alquimico titulado Miftdh al-
hikma, Miftdh Jannat al-juld, Sirr al-asrér'y
Sirr al-sd@rr wa-sirr al-asrdr se atribuye en sus
manuscritos a dos autores diferentes: al-Iznigi
y ¥abir b. Hayyan. En este articulo se discu-
tirn brevemente algunos aspectos caracteris-
ticos del tratado y su importancia para la
historia de la alquimia. Estos aspectos inclu-
ven fuentes antiguas importantes, tales como
el Mushaf al-pama ‘a (Turba philosophorum)
vy el Kitab al-Habib y su conexién con la tra-
dicién de los artistas y la actividad de taller y
laboratorio, que primero aparece en la alqui-
mia griega y posteriormente en la isldmica.
Ademas, este trabajo incluye referencias a las
teorfas fisicas alquimicas en las que la influen-
cia de la teologia islamica puede ser, tal vez,
rastreada. Este articulo, que resume los resul-
tados de las investigaciones llevadas a cabo
durante los Gltimos afios, podria considerarse
como si fuera una introduccién de una nueva
edicién y traduccion del texto actualmente en
curso.

Palabras clave: Yabir b, Hayyan, Sirr, Mifidh,
alquimia, teologia mu‘tazili.
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Sirr al-khaliga and its influence in the Arabic and
Persianate world: ‘Awn b. al-Mundhir’s commentary
and its unknown Persian translation’

Sirr al-jaliga y su influencia en el mundo 4rabe y
persa: el comentario de ‘Awn b. al-Mundir y
su desconocida traduccion persa

In the Islamic period, Apollonius of Tyana (c.
15-100 CE) was well known both as “Lord of
the Talismans” (s@hib al-tilasmat) and as a
Neo-Pythagorean-Hermetic philosopher. In
his Kitab al-Ahjar, Jabir b. Hayyan cites “the
Muslim advocates of Apollonius” (ashab
Balinds al-Islamiyin). The reference shows
that Apollonius’ most prominent work, Sirr al-
khaliga, was already famous in the Arabic-
speaking world from very early on. This
article gives an overview of citations of Apol-
lonius in Islamic sources from different fields
and of the works generally attributed to him.
Furthermore, I review Sirr al-khaliqa, its in-
fluences on the Jabirian works and its recep-
tion in the Isma‘li tradition. This article
additionally discusses an Arabic commentary
of Sirr al-khaliga by ‘Awn b. al-Mundhir
(4%/10% century), which is extant in a unique
manuscript, and its hitherto unknown Persian
translation. This Persian translation covers
parts of Ibn al-Mundhir’s work not available
in the Arabic excerpt and is therefore an im-

Mohammad Karimi Zanjani Asl
University of Bonn

En la época islamica, Apolonio de Tiana (15-
100 d.C.) era conocido tanto como “Sefior de
los talismanes” (s@hib al-tilasmat), asi como
filésofo neopitagérico y hermético. En su
Kitab al-Ahyar, m& habla de “los
defensores musulmanes de Apolonio” (ashdb
Balinds al-Islamiyin). La referencia muestra
que el trabajo més prominente de Apolonio,
Sirr al-jaliga, ya era famoso en el mundo de
habla arabe desde muy temprano. Este articulo
proporciona una vision general de las citas de
Apolonio en las fuentes isldmicas de diferen-

- tes campos y de las obras, generalmente, atri-

buidas a él. Ademds, reviso en Sirr al-jaliga,
sus influencias en las obras jabirianas y sure-~
cepcion en la tradicion ismaili. Este articulo
aborda ademés el comentario 4rabe de Sirr al-
Jjaliga de ‘Awn b. al-Mundir (IV/X), conser-
vado en un manuscrito Gnico, y cuya
traduccidn persa era hasta ahora desconocida.
Dicha traduccién cubre fragmentos del trabajo
de Tbn al-Mundir, no disponibles en 4rabe, y,
por lo tanto, es una fuente sustancial para la

! My thanks are due to Regula Forster for help with editing this article.

Copyright: © 2016 CSIC. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-by) Espafia 3.0.
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Aspects de I’ésotérisme chiite dans le Corpus .
Gabirien : Les trois Livres de I’Elément de fondation

Aspects of Shi‘T Esotericism in the Jabir Corpus:
The Three Books of the Element of Foundation

Le vaste corpus alchimique attribué & Gabir
ibn Hayyan comporte d’importants éléments
de doctrine chiite. I’ alchimie elle-méme y est
décrite comme une science « imamique »,
dont le but est d’aider & I’accomplissement es-
chatologique de 'humanité. La présente étude
vise 4 déterminer si ces éléments sont vrai-
ment constitutifs de la rédaction du Corpus,
ou bien 5’ils peuvent résulter de simples inter-
polations dans des textes dont le contenu est
purement alchimique. Sur la base d’un texte
gabirien ancien, le triple Kitab al-Ustuqus
al-uss 1, I et 11, cet article suggére que le rdle
attribué aux Imams y est fondamental et ori-
ginel. Simultanément, Iidée que 1’alchimiste
accompli atteint, par sa recherche individuelle,
la science de I’Imam conduit finalement 2
affaiblir la visée chiite de départ.

Mot clé: Gabir ibn Hayyan, alchimie, chiia,
ésotérisme islamique, hermétisme, eschatolo-
gie.

Pierre Lory
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris

The vast corpus attributed to Jabir b. Hayyan

includes important elements of shi‘T doctrine.

Alchemy itself is described as an ‘imarnic’ sci-

ence, the purpose of which is to help mankind

achieve eschatological fulfillment. This article

aims to determine whether these shi‘T ele-

ments are a fundamental part of the original

Corpus Jabirianum, or if they are the result of
a later set of interpolations. On the basis of
one of the oldest jabirian texts, the Kitab al-

Ustuqus al-uss 1, I and III, this article con-~

cludes that in jabirian alchemical doctrine, the
role of the Imam is fundamental to the recep-
tion and spreading of alchemy. At the same
time, the idea expressed in this text that the al-
chemist could achieve a level of wisdom equal
to that of the Imam purely through his own re-
search ultimately leads to a weakening of
these shi‘T positions.

Key words: Jabir ibn Hayyan, alche_my,
Shi‘ism, Islamic esotericism, Hermetism,
mysticism, eschatology.

Un des aspects déroutants du corpus attribué a Gabir b. Hayyan est

XXXVII 2, julio-dicienbre 2016

sa composition en une multitude de brefs traités répartis en 'quel.ques
collections plus vastes, sans plan d’ensemble apparent. La minutieuse
enquéte de Paul Kraus avait permis de tracer les contours de ces en-

Copyright: © 2016 CSIC. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC-by) Espafia 3.0.
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The Abbasid Activist Hayyan al-‘Attar as the Father
of Jabir b. Hayyan: An Influential Hypothesis
Revisited ;. Moy

Thijs Delva
KU Leuven — University of Leuven, Belgium
thijs.delva@student.kuleuven.be

Abstract

. In1927 Holmyard formulated the hypothesis that the Abbasid activist Hayyan al-‘Attar

(“Hayyan the Perfumer”, fl. g8/717) was the father of the second/eighth century alche-
mist Jabir b. Hayyan. It will be shown here that this hypothesis is contradicted by
two sources that have since been published (the third book of al-Baladhwii’s Ansab
al-ashraf and the anonymous Akhbar al-Abbas wa-wuldihi). The implications of this
finding for the question of Jabir’s historicity will also be explored. Although the refer-
ences to Jabir in later sources (including a number of new ones that will be listed here)
strongly suggest that he is not a historical figure, his historicity is still often accepted,
or at least left open as a possibility. It will be argued that Holmyard’s hypothesis has
been a crucial factor in this continued acceptance, and that its rejection probably also
entails the rejection of a historical Jabir.

Keywords

Alchemy — Geber — Hayyan al-‘Attar — Jabir b. Hayyan — Jabir-problem

Introduction

Perhaps one of the most intriguing figures in the history of Arabic philosophy
and science is the second/eighth century alchemist AbG Miisa Jabir b. Hayyan

* [wish to thank the Institute for Advanced Arabic and Islamic Studies, Antwerp, Belgium, for
the hospitality I continue to enjoy there when making use of the Institute’s library.
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03003 and Robert G. Morrison. University Park (PA):
Pennsylvania State University Press, 2016,
' pp- 85-100. Discusses thé epistemology of memory
and related concepts in works by Rufus of Ephesus,
Nemesius of Emesa, Psendo-Thn al-Mugaffa‘,
Pseudo-Jabir ibn Hayyan, the Brethren of Purity,

al-Farahi, and ‘' Abd al-Tabbar.
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Ladr ,gwé«;{&ﬂxedieval Mediterranean. Ed. Y. Tzvi Langermann
oo 74 and Robert G. Morrison. University Park (PA):
P, Pennsylvania State University Press, 2016,
Fara it Tp. 85-100." Discusses the concept of memaory and
‘ ﬂ ves e a’w/éy ¥4 ] related epistemological notions in works by
Pseudo-Ibn al-Mugaffa’, ‘Abd al-Fabbar, Rufus of

- pJoot Ephesus, al-Farabi, Nemesius of Emesa, Pseudo-Jabir
/ ibn Hayyan and the Brethren of Purity.
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two authors, four titles, one alchemical treatise. -
Al-Qantara: Revista de Estudios A rabes, 37
Pp.299-327. "An alchemical Arabic treatise

altematively entitled Afiffah al-hikma, Miftah jonnar
al-khuld, Sirr al-asrar and Sirr al-sarr wa-sirr

al-asrdr is attributed in its manuscripis to two
different authors: al-Izniqf and Jabir b, Hayyan.
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LORY, Pierre. Aspects de I'ésotérisme chiite dans le
Corpus Gabirien: les trois Livres de IElément de
Jondation. Al-Qantara: Revista de Estudios Arabes,
37ii (2016) pp.279-2098. Abstract(s): English.
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and metaphysics: a chemist’s perspective on
philosophy of science and the etemity of the world. OZoo
Journal of Islamic Philosophy, 10 (2016) pp. 3-18.
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3504 'CARUSI, Paola. Izniqi and Jabir, Sirr and Mifiah: &5 »é
two authors, four titles, one alchemical treatise.
Al-Qantara: Revista de Estudios Arabes, 371i (2016) 0300
pp- 299-327.  "An alchemical Arabic treatise = -
alternatively entitled Mifiah al-hilona, Miftal jannat
al-khuld, Sirr al-asrar and Sirr al-sarr wa-sirr, /‘JJ,‘A
al-asrar is attributed in jis manuscripts to two- 12
different authors: al-IzniqT and Jabir b. Hayyin." my
Abstracl(s): Spanish.
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/ é N 2 Alea .imagining: approaches to the topic of memory in
050835 medieval Islamic culture.  Zevis in fransit in the

medieval Mediterranean. Ed. ¥, Tzvi Langermann

ﬂ@ S Abodes( ceébar and Robert G. Morrison. University Park (PA):

’ ’ Pennsylvania State University Press, 2016,
MHoeF4 pp.85-100. Discusses the epistemology of memory
& o ) /é/“ gy and related concepls in works by Pseudo-Ibn
i b Y ET T o Mugatia ALy al-Tabbar, Rufus of Ephesus,
03003 & . al-Farabi, Nemesius of Emesa, Pseudo-Jabir iba
: Hayydn and the Brethren of Purity. :
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' . ;. 2843 CAPEZZONE, Leonardo. Remembering, knowing,
a a é Y L; : [/@ ,l. »~y imagining: approaches to the topic of memory in
_____‘___a_j_—-f medieval Islamic culture. Texts in transit in the
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medieval Mediterranean. Ed. Y. Tzvi Langermann

s L 7 and Rabert G. Morrison. University Park (PA):
tarar! Pennsylvania State University Press, 2016,
oboofo ., pp.85-100. Discussesthe epistemology of memory
’ : ' and related concepts in works by Pseudo-Ibn
| ljmfl'/' Al A al-Mugaffa', ‘ Abd al-Jabbar, Rufus of Ephesus,
090 83 ( ; al-Farabi, Nemesius of Emesa, Pseudo-Jzbir ibn

Hayyin and the Brethren of Purity.
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Jabir b. Hayyan

Jabir b, Hayyan (b. first half of the
second/eighth century, d. c. 200/8157)
is the alleged author of a vast corpus of
mainly alchemical writings. Scholars,
however, dispute his very existence and
his authorship of that corpus.

1. B1oGRAPHY

The earliest biography (with extensive
bibliography) is in Ibn al-Nadim’s Fihrst
(c. 3807990, ed. Fliigel, 3548, ed. Sayyid,
2/1:450-8, trans. Fuck, 95-104). From
this and other biographic accounts—e.g.,
Sa‘id al-Andalusi, 61, trans. Blachére, 111;
Tbn al-Qiftt, 160-1; Ibn Khallikan, 1:291
n. 128 (on Ja'far al-Sadiq); Hajji Khalifa, ed.
Fliigel, 5:34, 79, ed. Yaltakaya and Bilge,
2:1386, 1415; and al-Dinawarf, 334~7 (on
a certain Hayyan, perhaps Jabir’s father,
but see Delvaj—we can draw the follow-
ing picture (Kraus, Fabir, 1:xxxvi—xlviii;
Holmyard, Jabir, 1-3; Holmyard, Essay;
Holmyard, Alchemy, 66-71; Kraus and
Plessner; GAS, 4:133~5; Ullmann, 200-1):
Jabir’s name was Abt Miusa (or perhaps
Abt ‘Abdallah) Jabir b. Hayyan al-Kaff.
His father, Hayyan, seems to have been

01 taairan 2019
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a druggist from Kufa who was involved
in the ‘Alid uprisings of the early second/
eighth century (against this identification
see Delva). Probably born in Kufa, Jabir
seems to have been of Arab descent (and
therefore sometimes called al-Azdi, “of
the Azd tribe”). e often bears the msba
al-Suff, which refers perhaps to the gen-
erally close relationship between Stfism
and some forms of alchemy (Ullmann,
196-7, 227; Lory, Alchimie); like his father,
he seems to have had ShiT inclinations.
The sixth ShiT Imam, Jafar al-Sadiq
(d. 148/765), appears as his master in
many of his writings. Ibn al-Nadim men-
tions, however, that some people thought
that the phrase “our master Ja'far”
referred not to Jafar al-Sadiq but rather
to Ja'far al-Barmaki. In fact, Jabir is said
to have been close to the caliph Hartn
al-Rashid (r. 170-93/786-809) and the
Barmalids (a non-Arab family of wazirs
and administrators who supported the
first five ‘Abbasid caliphs), especially
Yahya b. Khalid al-Barmaki and his sons
Ja'far, Khalid, and al-Fadl. After the fall
of the Barmalkids, in 187/803, Jabir is
said to have returned to Kufa, where he
lived until his death, probably around

The Encycldpaedia of Islam Three, 2019/1, 2019 Leiden. ISAM DN. 272782
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