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Abstract

Francis Bacon is a key figure in shaping not just the scientific but also the political
features of modernity which are prevailing in the West today, and which are exerting
powerful influences elsewhere—including in the Muslim world—as well, Because
Bacon’s political writings have received relatively little attention from Muskm
thinkers, this article proceeds from one of the few such critiques to analyze some of the
more salient features of his political thought as they relate to Lslamic concerns. In the
course of a review of Bacon’s most relevant treatises, including bis Advertisement
Touching a Holy War, the article also considers various interpretations—focusing in
particular on the Straussian school—of these writings and the apparently contradictory
arguments they contain on issues of veligion, war and empire. This review gives rise to
two primary lines of guestioning from an [slamic perspective, one moval and the other
political, both suggesting the incompatibility of that perspective with Bacon’s political
and ethical standpoints, :

Lk

While there has been some discussion by Muslim writers of Francis Bacon
(1561-1626) as a progenitor of modern science, there are very few parallel
studies of his political thought.! One exception is Mohammad Humayun
Kabir’s discussion of the Essays, which concludes that “Bacon’s Machiavellian
philosophy contradicts ... the spirit of Islam.”* Kabir offers four sets of

! On Bacon as a key progenitor of a modern Western scientific “view of Nature that is . . . alien
to Islam,” see Muzaffar Igbal, “Islam and Modern Science: Formulating the Questions,” Islamic
Studies, 39: 4,(2000), 517-570, especially 533, 544~545. For the sharply contrasting argument that
Muslim scientists such as al-Razi (d. 925), al-Birlini (d. 1048), and especially Ibn al-Haytham
{d. 1040) have stronger claims than Bacon's to founding the modern scientific method, see Jim
Al-Khalili, The. House of Wisdom: How Arabic Science Saved Ancient Knowledge and Gave Us the
Renaissance (New York: Penguin Books, 2012), 170.

? Mohammad Humayun Kabir, “Bacon’s Ideas in His Essays: A Study from the Perspective of
Islam,” ITUC Studies (2004), 132; see, for details, 119~134.
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[SIR] FRANCIS BACON VE BILIMSEL DEVRIM OLGUSU

. Muhammet Ozdemir*
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GIRis

b u galigmada, X VIL yiizyilda yagamug Ingiliz bilim adam ve diigiiniirii Fran-
cis Bacon’in bilimsel devrim olay1yla iligkisi tizerinde durulacaktir, Fark-
l1 bir yéntemle 6nce Francis Bacon’in yagaméykiisii ve bazi esetlerinden kisa-
ca bahsedilecek, ikinci olarak onun etkilendigi fikri alkamlar ve diigiiniirlere te-
mas edilecek, sonra bilimsel devrim olgusuna yer verilerek s6z konusu Ingiliz
yazarin diigiinceleri ve temel yonleri anlagilmaya gahgilacaktir. Boylelikle Ba-
con’t yeterince anlamamuzi temin edecek iki nemli tarihi olaydan hareket ede-
cegiz. Biri, onun yagamoykiisii ve eserleridir; dlgenyse, onun bilimsel devrim-
le miinasebetidir.

“Sir” unvanuu almg modern bilim yazarlarindan biri olarak Francis Bacon,
modern diigiincenin kurumsallagmasinda ve bir yontem edinmesinde ayricalikli
bir konumda bulunmasina ragmen genellikle bir “bilim adami” veya “filozof”
olarak goriilmez; ne felsefe tarihlerinde ne de modern anlamda matematiksel
bilim tarihlerinde ¢okga aniir.! Oysa modern bilimin ve kiiltiiriin gercek yara-
tict baglami olarak modern Britanya, kendi geligim tarihinde ona ¢ok gey borg-

*  Yrd. Dog. Dr., izmi'r Katip Celebi Universitesi Sosyal ve Begeri Bilimler Fakiiltesi Fel-
sefe Boliimii Tiirk-Isldm Diigiincesi Tarihi Anabilim Dah.

1. Cemal Yaldirim, Bilimin Onciilleri, TUBITAK Yaynlari, Ankara, 18, Basum, 2001,
5. 78, 83.
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