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‘ABBAS PASHA g1

‘Abbis Pasha, also known as ‘Abbas
Hilmf I, was one of the khedives of Egypt
(r. 1264-1270/1848-1854).

‘Abbas, born in Jeddah in 1228/1813,
was the only child of Ahmad Tasun, the
son of Muhammad ‘Alf Pasha. After his
father died, his grandfather Muhammad
‘Ali Pasha became his guardian, with
particular responsibility for his education
(Sami, 1(3)/71; Fahmr 40; Jawahir Kalam,
84; Holt, 193). During this period ‘Abbas
accompanied his paternal uncle, Ibrahim
Pasha, on campaigns in Syria, took charge
of certain governmental matters and held
official posts, but did not display any partic-
ular competence or capability, in addition
to which he did not behave in an altogether
commendable fashion. ‘Abbas was, there-
fore, ordered by Ibrahim Pasha to take up
residence in the Hijaz, and when the latter
died, he succeeded to the throne of Egypt
(Fahmi, 40; Jawahir Kalam, 84; al-Rafi§,
1/15, 16; al-Iskandart, 203).

His reign is known as a period of ‘re-
trenchment’ for the abandonment of cer-
tain reforms and the neglect of scientific
developments which had begun quite
some time before. His antagonism towards
foreign influence, especially that of the
French, caused ‘Abbas to shut down fac-
tories, health centres, some development
projects and the schools connected to
them. As a result of his somewhat nega-
tive policies, most of the centres of higher
education ceased functioning. In addition,
some of the students studying in Euro-
pean countries were called back home
on financial pretexts, although a limited
number were again dispatched to Europe
(al-Iskandart, 205; Sabri, 80-81; Fahmy,
1/15; al-Ayyubrt, 182, 183; Abii Hamdan,
36; Sami, 1(3)/72-73). ‘Abbas Pasha ei-
ther dismissed or exiled part of his court,
and the suspicions he harboured against
members of his own family led to some of
them being forced to emigrate to Europe
or Istanbul, while he himself lived alone in
the ‘Abbasiyya palace which he had built
outside the capital (al-Iskandari, 204-205;
al-RafiT, 1/16-17; Vatikiotis, 76).

Conflicts arose between Egypt and Is-
tanbul over the issue of the ‘reform regula-
tions’ or Tanzimat. ‘Abbas Pasha, following
the English consul’s suggestion, undertook
construction projects, notably the build-
ing of the raillway between Alexandria
and Cairo, which was the first in the Arab
world, although he also opposed the Suez
Canal plan which the French presented
to him (al-Iskandar, 205; al-Rafig, 1/18,
20, 21; Holt, 170-171, 195; Vatikiotis, 76).
‘Abbas Pasha rushed to help the Ottomans
in 1853, dispatching thousands of soldiers
to fight in the Crimean war against the
army of the Russian empires (Fahma, 41;
al-Rafif, 1/23).

One positive aspect of ‘Abbas Pasha’s
reign was that the Egyptian treasury did
not borrow money from foreign govern-
ments (al-Rafi%, 1/26-27; al-Iskandari,
205; cf. Holt, 208). He improved the condi-
tion of the poor by reducing expenditure,
remitting taxes and establishing public
security (Mubarak, 193; al-Rafi7, 1/21).
However, his reign lasted a mere six years,
as he was killed by his servants in Shawwal
1270/July 1854. It is said that his mater-
nal aunt, Nazli, who lived in Istanbul, was
involved in his murder (Sami, 1(3)/71; al-
RafiT, 1/25-26; Vatkiotis, 77).
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NORTH AFRICA 1800-1900

A SURVEY FROM THE NILE VALLEY TO THE
ATLANTIC
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of Azerbaijan (probably the Musafirid
Ibrahim b. Marzuban).
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‘Abbas Hilmi I

‘Abbas Hilmi I (1813-54) was vice-
roy (khedive) of Egypt from 1849 until his
death. He was a son of Ahmad Tisiin
Pasha (1783-1816) and a grandson of
the founder of the khedival dynasty,

.. Muhammad ‘All Pasha (r.. 1805=48), who _

concerned himself with his grandson’s
education and appointed him to a num-
ber of military and administrative posts.
.His was the last generation of princes
to receive a purely Ottoman education;
younger princes had European tutors and
learned French. In the Syrian campaign
of 1831=3 he led the cavalry under the
command of his uncle Tbrahim Pasha (d.
1848), who severely criticised him and
requested: his removal. Theit feud con-

‘ABBAS HILMI I

tinued, and during the rule of Ibrahim
(r. 1848), ‘Abbas took refuge in the Hijaz.
Once he became viceroy, ‘Abbas
appointed his own mamlitks and retainers
in place of the men through whom his
grandfather and uncle had ruled. Several
princes and officials were obliged to ‘ﬁnd
posts in Istanbul; tfte famous refo
Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi (d. 1873) was exiled to
the Sudan and appointed director bf a
school there. ‘Abbas also departed ﬁs\om
Muhammad ‘Ali’s near-exclusive rehamce
on French support, dismissing 2 nurnber
of Frenchmen who had served his gra.nd—
father and cultivating relatlons with the
British: These moves and 2 dispute over
inhéfitance matters related to Muhammad
‘Alr’s estate generated much’enmity. His
Ottoman-Egyptian opponents alleged his
incompetence, and some Western authors
described him as a reactionary determined
to undo the civilising work of Mubhammad
‘All. But ‘Abbas maneuvered competently
between European interests and the Porte
to preserve Egyptian autonomy-in a dis-

. pute over the application of the Tanzimat

. (reforms enacted by the Ottomans), secur-

ing British support by authorising the
Alexandria-to-Cairo railroad, completed
in 1856, and the construction of a car-
riage road from Cairo to Suez. Yet he
was a loyal Ottoman, contributing 20,000
troops in the Crimean War of 1853-6.

‘Abbis closed some government facto-

ries and schools, a process begun by his
predecessors, keeping what was required
for the military of his time. He continued
the student missions to Europe, empha-
sising medical studies. He approved the
appointment of Cyril IV as patriarch of
the Coptic Orthodox Church, who dur-
ing his time in office (1854~-61) introduced
modern education to the Coptic Ortho-
dox community. Catholic schools also
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