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74 AL-‘ABBAS B. ‘ALI

past. At the beginning of poem no. 2920,
ghadiba al-habibu fahdja F isii'%ar, (‘The be-
loved became angry, and tears swelled up
in me’) one can also perceive the influ-
ence of Jarir, who had said: éana al-khalitu
Ja‘adant isti'bar (“The companion has left so
the tears visited 1the’).

If one accepts that in al-‘Abbas’s time
some poets showed an inclination for the
simple and accessible langnage of ordinary
people, then the likes of al-‘Abbas b. al-
Ahnaf, Abti al-‘Atahiya (q.v.) and even Abi
Nuwas (at least in some of his poems) can
be placed among the more popular (but not
plebeian as suggested by Bahbit, p. 405),

- more socially-aware group. This classifica-
tion has meant that for a long time literary
comparisons were made between al-‘Abbas
and Abt al-‘Atahiya. For instance, Harin
al-Rashid preferred Abii al-‘Atahiya’s po-
etry, while Ishaq al-Mawsilt favoured that
of al-‘Abbas (Abt al-Faraj, 8/357, 371 et
passim). Al-Mada’in1 (al-Marzubani, 331)
saw a similarity between the aesthetic at-
titude of the one and the ascetic outlook
of the other.

Although at times the poetry of al-
‘Abbas is, in terms of verbal expression
(lgfz), regarded as somewhat weak (al-
Marzubani, 390), it was nevertheless much
acclaimed by distinguished men of letters.
Furthermore, it was also appreciated by
figures such as al-Asma', al-Jahiz, Ibn al-
A‘rabi and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz (Abt al-Faraj,
8/355, 358, 367) as well as caliphs and rul-
ers such as Hartin al-Rashid, al-Ma’miin,
al-Withiq etc., and in particular the gen-
eral public (Bahbiti, 406).

Two manuscripts of al-‘Abbas’s Drwan,
based on al-Siilt’s selection, have survived.
The Istanbul edition (1298/1880) and its
reprints in Gairo and Baghdad (1367/1947)
use a manuscript that appears to have been
lost. In 1953, al-‘Abbas’s Diwan was com-
piled by ‘Atka al-Khazraj, presented to
the Sorbonne University as her PhD thesis

“and published in Cairo in 1954. Karam al-
Bustant’s edition (Beirut, 1965) is a reprint

of al-Khazraji’s edition, but without the
invaluable explanatory notes,
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Al-‘Abbis b. ‘AR
1. HistoricaL BACKGROUND

Abit al-Fadl al-‘Abbas b. ‘Alr (killed in
the massacre at Karbala® on 10 Muharram
61710 October 680), known as ‘Qamar Bant
Hastum’ ("Moon of the Bant Hashim’), was
a famous son of ‘Al b. Abt Talib, and half
brother of al-Husayn b. ‘Alf.

His mother, Umm al-Banin (see Abu
Nasr al-Bukhari, 88, where she is given the
name Fatima), the daughter of Hizam b.
Khalid b. Rabi‘a from the Arab tribe of
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‘ABBAS 8. ‘ALI 8. ABU TALEB, a half brother of
{man Hosayn who fought bravely at the battle of
Karbala. ‘Abbas was killed, according to most tradi-
tions, on the day of ‘Asara (10 Moharram 61/10 Oc-
tober 680) while trying to bring back water from the
Euphrates river to quench the unbearable thirst of
the besieged Ahl-e Bayt (holy family). As in the case
of other martyrs of Karbala, the heroic conduct and
death of this outstanding figure have given rise, in
both Sunni and Shi‘i circles, to legendary accounts
from which it is very hard to unravel the historical
truth. The major difficulty arises from the fact that
the main primary sources on the events of Karbala

' (Tabari and Baladori) do not mention the details of
‘Abbas’s death. A brief reference by Shaikh al-Mofid
says that, in the ultimate episode of the battle, ‘Ab-
bis went together with Hosayn toward the river;
separated from his brother, he fought boldly before

T I (504) 03275

- s

198 (Lonpeiy)

being killed. His body was buried by people from the
Bani Asad at the place where he was killed and
where his tomb (and later his shrine) was erected
(see al-Ersad, Tehran, 1377/1957-58, pp. 224-25,
227). As in the case of other martyrs of Karbala, his
head was brought to Yazid in Damascus. One tradi-
tion claims that his head was later buried in the cem-
etery of Bab al-Sagir in Damascus. His mother,
Omm-al-banin, belonged to the Vahid family of the
tribe of the Bani ‘Amer; and he had three full broth-
ers who were killed just before him: ‘Abdallah,
Ja‘far, and Otman (Mofid, loc. cit.; Dinavari, al-
Akbar al-tewal, Cairo, 1330/1911-12, pp. 254f.).

The early evolution of his saga is difficult to trace,
although his surname Saqqa (**Water Carrier ") appears
in ancient sources (Mofid, al-Ektesas, Tehran,
1379/1959-60, p. 82). The traditions later followed re-
garding the circumstances of his martyrdom seem to
go back to a nucleus of narratives popular in circles
practicing fotovvat {a kind of chivalry) in the late
‘Abbasid period; these spread to Turco-Persian areas
among various socioreligious groups (aki, feryan,
etc.) and ultimately among Sufi orders. Most of these
narratives are known only by their titles, but an idea
of their contents may be gathered from the Arabic
historical romance of Ebn T&’is al-Ta’asi (tr. F.
Wiistenfeld, Der Tod des Husein ben “Ali und die
Rache, Gottingen, 1883). Its author claims to trans-
mit traditions from Aba Meknaf, the main authority
for most historical writing on the period. According
to this account—which may reflect some historical
truth—Abbas was killed on the eve of ‘Adiira in a
desperaté attempt to provide water for the besieged.
Fighting alone against numerous foes, he had his
right hand severed by a sword cut, then the left; seiz-
ing his sword in his mouth, he went on fighting until
he was killed. In the Rawiat al-Sohada (q.v.: com-
pleted in 908/1502-03), the major source for the reci-
tation of the passions of the martyrs of Karbala dur-
ing the mourning months (rawia-kani), Hosayn
Va’ez Kasefl seems to follow the **historical™ tradi-
tion more strictly than other writers by mentioning
‘Abbas’s death on 10 Moharram and by shuffiing the
chronology only slightly, making “Abbas the sixty-
eighth martyr (before Mohammad b. ‘Ali, ‘Ali-Akbar,
and ‘Ali-Asgar). Nevertheless, Kisefi mentions ‘Ab-
bas's heroic sally on 9 Moharram and follows essen-
tially the **Mesopotamian™ tradition regarding the
water motif (ed. M. Ramazani, Tehran, 13415./1962).

As they appear in later narratives, ‘Abbas’s
semilegendary figure and character result from a
mingling of the aforesaid heterogeneous elements
with frequent extrapolations. He is often called by
his konva, Abu’i-Fazl, or by his surname, Qamar
Bani Hasem {**Moon of the Hashemites™"). He is de-
scribed, according to forovvar ideals, as a very hand-
some man, brave, strong, and tall, his legs reaching
the ground when he rode his white stallion (a tradi-
tion believed in Azerbaijan and India). ‘Abbas is said
to have inherited ‘Ali’s boldness, to have always car-
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