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‘ABA—ABADAN 51

baki Golpinarli. Tasavvuftan dilimize gecen deyimler
ve ataséuleri, Istanbul, 1977, pp. 1-3). The Turkish
‘aba’, generally made out of heavy wool, was also
worn by the poor, particularly in winter; when the
weather began to turn cold, it would be said, *‘now is
the time to get out the wba’.”> Although there was
then an association of the ‘abd’ with poverty, spiri-
tual or actual, those of prosperous standing but
darvish-like disposition would also on occasion wear
‘abad’s. In the early part of the 17th century, the wear-
ing of the ‘aba’ even became the fashion of Ottoman
high society, when the minister Abaza Mehmet Pasa
(d. 1634) suddenly abandoned his elegant and im-
maculate dress for an whd’; he was imitated even by
Sultan Murad 1V, \ :

The ‘aba’ makers of Istanbul used t¢ have their
own market as late as the end of the 19t} ceatury; al-
though the market no lo er stands, me¢mory of it is
preserved in the name, JAbacilar Caddesi, a street
near Zindankapisi. (See/ esad Ekrent Kogu, fsran-

Tiirk Giyim, Kugam vef
1967, pp. 7-8). '
Bibliography:

Sislenme Sazliigii, Ankara,

(iven in the text.
| (H. ALGaRr)

r unlimited time
‘ , azal (*‘eternity
a parte ante’”) represent different gspects of gedam,
“eternity.”” A suggested derivatiod is from the Mid-
dle Persian *a-pdd,| “without fdot (i.e., without
end).” For a surmjs on the Iranjan origin of azal,
see Monnot in bibliraphy, See also Asar.
Bibliography: S. van ded Bergh in Ef? I,
p. 2, with furthes references. (G. Monnot, Pen-
seurs musulmans; et religions lraniennes, Paris,
1974, p. 152, n. 6.

(J. van Ess)

ABADA. 1. The name of a smill town in northern
Fars province, lying to the northeast of the chaine
magistrale of the {Zagros at an altitude of 2,011
m/6,200 ft in 52°40] east longitude and 31°11’ north
latitude. It is on tHe easterly (fdrmerly the winter,
now the all-weather) main [sfahhn-Shiraz highway,
204 km from the fgrmer and 280 km from the latter
City. A branch roag from this highway, leaving it at
Abarqih, connects Abada with Yazd. In earlier
times, the town wds sometimes ¢alled Abada-ye Eqg-
lid to distinguish it from the more southerly
Abada-ye Task (sde 2, below): id the Hodad al-“alam
(tr. Minorsky, p. 129; cf. p. 380) Eqlid ts described
as a town in the fnountain zon¢ and is called Kelid
(perhaps from kelid, “key,"” infplying that the town
was the key to Fagﬁs by the route approaching it from
the north). In the early 6th/12th century, Ebn al-
Balki, followed two centuries later by Hamdallih

Mostawfi, meations that Abada-ye Eqlid and other
places of the district belonged to the sardsir or cold
regions of Persia and that cereals were grown there
but not fruit (Ebn al-Balki, p. 123, and tr. in JRAS
1912, pp. 21-22; Mostawfi, Nozhat al-golith, text,
p. 125, tr., p. 123).

Abdda has played vjrtually no part on the wider
stage of Persian histogy. When the English scholar
E.G. Browne passed through it in 1888, he was im-
pressed by the pleagant orchards and gardens; it
served as a telegraph station and had a significant
community of Bahaéns (A Year {Amongst the Per-

sians. Cambridge, 1926, pp. 253:54). At present the
town forms the northernmost district (S§ahrestan) of
Fars. The province §>f Isfahan lies to the north; that
of Yazd is on the north and east. Shiraz district is to
the south and the j’:st, and Behbehan district also
lies to the west. Thé territory of Abada is drained by
the rivers of Izadk'dst, Sadkam, Kor, and Bavvanat.
In the 1345 §./1966 census, the) district had a popula-
tion of 137,941 (mpstly seden;iary)‘ The people are
largely Shi‘ite aad Persiangfspeaking, but some
speakers of Lori apd Turkish are found on the fringes
of the Baktiari country. The population of the town
itself was 15,888 {n 1966 and 23,383 in 1355 $./1976.
The district also includes the towns‘of Eqlid, Abar-
quh, and Sogad {qq.v.). Local agricultural products
(cultivated largely by means of gand: irrigation) in-
clude wheat, oags, cotton, sesame, castor oil, leeks,
and fruits and guts. Notable handicrafts are wood-
carving and carpet and rug weaving.
Bibliography: See alsp Fasd’i, Farsnima,
p. 168. Le Steange; Lands, pp. 282, 284, Kayhan.
Jografic 11, pl 223. Razmard, Farhang Vii, p. 2.
2. A medieva! town near the northern shore of
Lake Baktegan iin Fars (thus fo the south of Abada-
ye Eqlid). It was also known as Qarya ‘Abd-al-
Rahman in medieval times jand subsequently as
Abada-ye Task.; Situated on the Estakr-Sirjan sum-
mer road, it was of considerable importance in the
early Istamic petiod. The Holad al-‘alam describes
it as a caravan S$tage in the general region between
Estakr and Kerman (tr. Minorgky, p. 129). According
to the medieval geographers, it had a strong citadel
and fine houses, with large cisterns for storing an in-
termittent water, supply. Grain and grapes were
grown, and Mostawfi recorded its revenue as 25,500
dinars (Nozhat al-golih, text, p. 123, tr., p. 121).
Bibliography: See also Ebn al-Balki, p. 129:
tr. in JRAS 1912, p. 30. Fasa’i, Farsnama, p. 170.
Le Strange, Lands, p. 279. Schwarz, [ran, p. 23.

(C. E. Boswori)

ABADAN, island and city in the wstin (province)
of Kizestan at the head of the Persian Gulf.
i History.
. The modern city.
i. History
In medieval sources. and up to the present cen-
tury. the name of the island always occurs in the

N
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8 ABADAN

herds of sheep and camels on the plains
and mountains. The tribes that bring their
herds to Abadah for grazing include some
branches of the Arab Basirt tribe (F7447,
82/1, 2). The population of the district of
Abadah is estimated at 111,290 individuals
according to tlfe public census carried out
in Aban 1375 Sh./November 1996. The
district of Abadah lies along the highway
that runs between Isfahzin and Shiraz and
then Shiraz and Yazd.
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Monasnap Hassan Ganyr
Tr. Hassan Lanout:

Abadin is the name of an island, a
district (shahristan) and a city in south-west
Khozistan, the latter being a province
(ust@n) in south-west Iran.

EtvymoLrocy
Prior to the adoption of its present form,
which was proposed by the Iranian Acad-

emy of Persian Language and Literature
(Farhangistan-i Iriin) and approved by the
government in 1314 Sh./1935, this name
was written and pronounced as “Abbadan’.
All former Muslim historians and geog-
raphers referred to this region using the
carlier spelling and pronunciation. They
used ‘Abbadan both for the town or village
and even for the island. It is not known
whether the island received its name from
the town or village or vice versa. There are
some reports about the naming of Abadan
which, according to Ptolemy, lay in the
‘third clime’ {al-iglim al-harr, the hot clime,
n the lexicon of the early geographers)
(Yaqiit, 4/74). According to al-Baladhurt
(pp- 512-514), it is associated with ‘Abbad
b. al-Husayn al-Habati, a follower of al-
Hajjaj b. Yusuf al-Thaqafi (d. 95/714)
and a contemporary of ‘Abd al-Malik b.
Marwan (d. 86/705). Some authorities be-
lieved that ‘Abbadan was founded in the
2nd/8th or 3rd/9th centuries by a holy
man called ‘Abbad; then the people of
Basra, or the people living around Basra,
who according to al-Muqaddas, were all

‘non-Arabs (p. 413), added the suffix ‘@’ to

his name and transformed it into a place
name. Rejecting these sorts of theories,

- Farah-wash1 (p. 87) believed that the an-

cient form of the name of this place in
Iran was Opatan (O-pit-an) consisting of
three words ‘o’ (water), ‘pat’ (from the root
‘pa’: watch, guard) and ‘@r’ (suffix of associ-
ation) which, taken together, mean ‘a place
where they keep watch over the waters of a
sea or river’ or simply a kind of coastguard
station. This theory sounds plausible for
two reasons: first of all, Ptolemy in the 9nd
and Marcian in the 4th century CE used
apphando or apphadingo for Abadan, two
words whose pronunciations are not too
dissimilar to Abadan (de Planhol, 52) and
it is possible that ‘Abbadan was the Arabic
rendition of Opatan. Secondly, the descrip-
tions of Abadan by early authors seem to
agree with the literal meaning of Opatan.
Al-Istakhri (p. 34) and Ibn Hawgqal (1/46—
47) state that watchmen were stationed in

ncyclopaedia Islamica Velume 1y London 2008 |
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